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Sen mmts of the SpaniariSt the l^utchf and the 
Danes tn the Amertcan ijlands. 

T H E honour of having difcovcred^the great soon 
Archipelago of the Caribbec iflands, and of . * 1 - , 
hi^vingfoiined the firft letelements on them, is due 
to Spain. The molt advanced of thefe from the J*”^*** 
American continent is called Ttmidad. Colum-* ofthe” * 
bus landed on it in 1498, when he difcovcred the 
Oronooko} but other objefts mtcrferihg, both die 
ifland and tile coafts of the neighbouring continent 
■vsrere at that time negleAedk But the lujlSbre of the * 

gold, -which had been ferai from a diUaode glitrer- 
ing on the Ihore, caufed them to {» ^nevifited by 
n»tiQ?Ljtoh,hi»d ildl nn#e thrisKfcoveaf. 

voi. 1^ ■* •at, *“• - 
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tHe (:onq;iJcft af Werimnic^^ which are 

watered rivers of 

the univerfe, W^ refohredu^j ai^^w w. 

Triaidadi rimated at the moythof the'Oronooko, 

was pedpW, iri. .order to mfure;an4 faca^ate die 

, An aflan as 

always th^ ady^rage ‘jf a continenti when,, having 
but a &*it‘Wtcnt bf country to defend, it has^ 
ye^ Urge one tb attacks ^ was the c^c ,in the 

prefent inftancc. . , ' ■ • 

The river Oronooko, which, as is commonly be- 
lieved, fprings from the Cpfdelcras, after being in- 
creafed in a courfc of five hundred and feventy-five 
leagues by the inBux of a great number of rivers 
of different magnitude, empties idelf into the 
ocean by more than fifty channels. Its impetuo- 
fity is fo great, that it ftems the moft powerful 
tides, and preftrves the frefhnefs of its waters to 
the diflaiicc of twelve leagues, from that vaft and 
deep channel within which it was confined. But 
this rapidity is not always equal, and owes its varia- 
tions to a^circuraftance, perhaps, entirely peculiar. 
The Oronooko, in the month of April, begins to 
fwell, and .continues to rife during five months j 
the lUth it remains at its greateft height; in 
OflJobbr, it begins to fubfide, and falls gradually 
till tlTe month of March, during which it conti- 
nues in a, fixed ftatc of its gixatell vinmnuuon. 
Thcfe atfefinate Changes are regular tven to cer- 
taihty.-:'. V;-' ^ 

^ ' This'’, pHtehbbScW®* 
known, fceifi JO 

aian «frt the Und, ? ^ tU* % that the n^er 

- ■ . ’■ ■' ^ ' ' ' IS 
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■f w J ^ “ 

jsrifing, the heitiifphereof thcl^jB'ir wf4^refit$ ® 
nothing but feas, at kaft but Iitt^ ep 
perpendicular aftiotj of the rays of^ the fiia. Itt rho 
fix months of its fell, America edilfaits ftpthing; ' 
but dry land to the planet by -^hkh it is illurtii-' ' 
nated. The fea, at thw time, is lefe fubjed to 
the influence of the fern, or, at leaft, its current 
towards the cafiern Ihore is more balanced, more 
broken by the land, and muft, therefore, kavc a 
freer courfe to the rivers, which, not being then 
fo ftrongly confined by the fea, cannot be fwelled 
but by rams, or by the melting of the fnpws from 
the Cordeleras. Perhaps, indeed, the rifing of 
the waters of tht Oronooko may depend entirely 
on the rainy fcafon. But to be thotoughly ac*» 
quamted with the cattfes of fo lingular a pliieno-* 
mcnon, ir would be ncceHary tb cottfider, how far 
the coutfe of this river hiuy be afifctfted by that of 
tiie Amazons, and to knwv the track and dirci^lion 
both of the one and die other. PVtwn the differ- 
ence of their fituation, their fonite, and their 
opening mm the fea, it is not improbable, that the 
taufe of fo remarkable a difference in the periods 
of their flux and reflux might be difeovered. All 
things are conneded in this worldly fyffem. The 
courfes of rivers depend either on the diurnal or 
annual revolutions of the earth. Whenever an 
enUghfsned people fhall acquire a knowledge of 
the banks of 'the Oronooko, they will difeover, 
or, at leaft, they will attempt to difeover, the 
caufes of thefe phienomena. But their endeavours 
will be attended with difficulties. The river is not 
fo navigable as it might be prefumed from its 

B a m4,gnrtudei 
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* xa raagttiwde i iw bed « ij?i many places filled up 

V with rodkSf ,wh{cH oblige tjbe navigator at times to 

carry both bis beats SjjhI tbse teyerchaedife they arc 

iadcfl ixifk 

Thjs people who br>fdt?i‘ it?ft this river, but 
‘ Kittle difiaxii; fit>M the burning Wnci inhabiting a 
country, perhaps cbo fruitful to have been cul- 
fivsted, know neithtr the trouble of clothes, tlic 
rtftraints of police, nor the b'*rden of govern- 
ment. Free under |;he yoke of poverty, they live 
chiefly by hunting ajtd tilhing, and on wild fiuits. 
But lifcbf of their time or labour can be ll->ent on 
agriculturo* where they have nothing but a fiick 
to plough with, ahd hatchets ra<ide of Hone to cut 
down trees, which, being burned or roUc-J, leave 
the foil in ‘8 proper ftatc for bearjug. 

Tkj fiat» of fervitude in which the women arc 
kept in th^: New world, h tindoubtcdly the prin- 
cipal catde of thtj want of population in tlu^ part 
of the ^obe, , This tyranny, which is univcrfal, 
^ is m^rt prevalent on the banks of diC Oronooko, 
than in any other place. There are, tiierefore, 
few inhabitamstjn thefe count! ies, though greatly 
favoured by nathte. Motliers have contrafled the 
cufiom af defiroying the daughters they bring 
forth, by cutting the navel-firing fo dole to the 
body, that the cKiidren die of a hsrmorrhage. 

. Chriftianity itfejf has not even b^en able to put a 

*fi:op to this hbominsble praflicc. The Jefuit 
Gumiik conftrtns this fa^ j who, being informed 
thnt on?s of his cotjvem l^d been guilty of fuch a 
murder, went to her in order to reproadi her of 
her ctiiac in the firongefi: terms. The woman 

liftened 
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Uftencd to'the mi^onary witiMitot the Jfiaft »*4* 

iigiis df emotmn. When he‘h»d y * *' ^ *^ 

rnonftranee, ftie defirdi kaw m anfwer Himj ii?hkh ’ 
Ihe did in the folloiiSring manner; 

“ VfovhXi fo God, O Father! would to God, * 

« that, at the inftant of my feirth, my mother hid 
“ (hewed love and compafRoii enough' for* her 
” child, to {|)are me all the evils I have ondored, 

** and thofe J ihall ftiH fdffer tothe end of my life ! ’ 

« If my mothtr had deftroyed me at my birth, I 
“ (houid have been dead, but X fhoujd not Have 
** been fenfible of my death j and (houid hive 
“ efcaped the moftmiftirabie of conditions. How 
many afflidionv haOc 1 already eatperienced! and 
« who knows what I have ftiU to endure ! 

“ Reprcsent to yoUrfelfjO Father, the troubles 
" that are referred for an Indian woman among 
“ thefe Indians. They accompany us into the 
” fields with rheir bow and arrows j while we go 
“ there laden with an infant which we carry in a 
" bafket, and another Which we carry at our breafl:. 

“ 1 bey go to kill birds, or to catch fifii } while 
“ we arc employed in digging the ground, aud, 

«* after having gone thtohgh all the labours of the 
" culture, are obliged alib to bear thofe of the 
“ harveft. They reifum ift the evening without 
" any burden, and we bring them roots fur their 
food, and maiae for their drihk. As foon as 
** tliey come home, theygoand amuredwmfelves 
*• with their friends , whUe ' are fetching wood 
« and water to prepare fuppf^r. When they 
“ have eaten, they fall^^p ; aiid we pafs almod: 

** the whole night in grinding the maiae and in 

83 « preparing 
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» » «' pt(eparingri»cdM«»fe Awa^whatrcwawl 

« havcwefi^r ttvefeJi|bc«)iJ 3 i.f TjfcneftSiHittkj and* 
« whiten i&ey.ar© latnnitanistC di*a|; m by the 

" |ja«^* «i»4 ianri!#e m lindesr 
^ « Of^tnBnj^oijMtoGc^tMtinsrinntherhad 
f dHbroycd me at the ittfinbt ^ I Thou 

** knpwft thyrei^" that mt C 0 m|>lamt^ am jui^ 
«w irivM haft daily inftimces hefbfd thine eye^ of the 
** truth of what I %, Botthegreafeft misfortune 
«* we labour under it is imiiotribie tb0U IhouWft 
<' know. Itisamelancholydhcum&mteforapoor 
« Indian wtntia? to ferve her hofoand as a Have 
*< in the fields* wearied out with fatigue, and at 
** horn* deprived bf trotw^uidity 5 but k j* a dresd- 
ful thing* when twenty years are eUpfed, to Jee 
« him take 9 iti 0 j^hcrwortia% whofe ludgmcnt is not 
*« formed. He att 4 che 8 himfolf to her. She beats 
«* Us* and our chiMfen , foe camma.i;d3 us, and 
treats us as her forvau6Sj;*aind>If the leak iiv n lyuir 
efcapes us, a ftjek rifired'*j*^H { Father, how is i r 
poHibJe that we foould bear this condition I 
« What can an Indian woman 4d better than lo 
“ prevent hiSrtffe^d from living in aftatc of flavei y, 
*' mfihitdy worfe than death 1 Would to God, 
O Father, I repeat it^ foat my modicr had ton- 
ceived afiedion eincwtgh for m* to bur> me when 
« I was born 1 myJhi^rt would not have been thu" 
“ affiiftedt nor would my ms havo been accul- 
mined to tekrs.** • 

Alrtowo tl>© fovural fmall nations dat wander 
about ifi chefo immenfe regions, there is one in 
which the nature of the foil has rendered the fate 
of tjhc tvomen kf# wretched. The people of this 
3 nation. 
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nation, arcthofe that'iahafait a dniRw 
formed by th^e ditoftttt t;he tkoap^isp. 

Their cxmpj, thou^ undo: vta^ t^ws fiSK, 
months of the year thq[ ifa ^d 

though overflowed .thrmighout the itft'sof the year 
twice a day by thc't«jie,» is pfc^eriwi hy ^nt to r! 
a,ay other. They have ccmijnised to lissc tibiett Tj. 
without rifque, by buddSng their Ite «l|Nwt re^ i 
high ftakes, whi<A they fink veiy dosj^ into the f, 
mud. The pahm-tre^* whieh grqws aW «i|i? >: 
fandy foil, fupplics thd^ mild, oJ^erfol* '»hd foci* ; 
able fav^s with their food, drink, furnimre, and •); 
canoes. ' -* V 

It was not till the year 153^ that tJa? ^Spaniards 
thought of paying anwheryi&tlidMsriveirOreaiiOO** 
ko. Having been difappobited ia their iearch afrer 
mines, they confidered (t of fo little importance, 
that they never formed more than one fmall fettle- 
ment upon it. This is fituated at tht lowet part 
of the river, and is called St. Thortias, > The firfi 
colonifls applied tliemfclvcs with lb moch ardour* 
to the cultivation of tobacco, thjtt they dcHvcred 
annually ten cargoes to the This 5nter- 

courfc having been prohibited by the teiather- 
country, the town, yrhkh hath) win, h^Cii twice 
facked Ijy privateers, infenfibiy felt Mto decay. 

The whole employment- of place* at prefont, 
is to breed a iew cattle, vidiich i^y lend to Cu- 
mana by an inland coramuoieftibn- 
THESBvaft andferidteregioftswouid fbtwthmorge 
from their prefent obfcurity, if Spam knew how 
- to avail herl'clf of the aftivc andidtion erf' the Jc- 
fuits. It is well known tim ihtlfe men, admirable 
B 4 
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as a fdcictyj dangfirpm in a pPjUtical, deteftable 
in a religious view, had iuedepdcd fo f*ur as to draw 
from* the rriidiJ, Pf their forcifts a great number of 
wild natives s to fettle them on the banks of the 
Ordhooko* and other rivers, m'oft of which arc 
nav,igable, that fall into it j and to inftil into them 
fome focial principlcs, and fome tafte for fomCr 
of the more neceffary arts, particularly agriculture. 
Thefe people already cultivate fugar, cotton, to- 
bacco, and cocoa, for their own confumption; 
would it hot be poirible to induce them to increafe 
the growth of thefe commoditi^ by offering them 
Others in exchange? TThe diftahee between a favage 
and a focial.ftatfe is imnrtenfe ; bnt, from the infancy 
offociety to .a ffoiurilhihg state of commerce, there 
are but few fteps to' make. Time, as it* im- 
proves the ftrength, makes the interval appear lefs. 
Spain would be enriched by her traffic with thcle 
new plantations, whofe produce might be carried 
to Trinidad } and thus' th'at ifland would be reffored 
to its original dcffinatio'ft- 

But, befidesfheferving as affaple, its extent, 
{he fruitfuihw of its and the convenience of 
ri'ts roads, would* make k an objeft in idelf of con- 
fidetable uujpprCance, Tiioft who have furveyed it 
withfulfecientaricii’uo'h ahd&Ul to difeern, through 
the in^ediment's iDf;'fhick,''Fordbs‘with which it is 
covered, |he' re#yai'he'''hf it. We eil^med it ca- 
.pable'pf pfpciuj^pg'ih'l^ many fpecies of 

.,;cp)rnihddiries, hn^.hten fpeh as bear a high price. 
Tefits produepbath' been confined 'irWly 'to co- 
^ jCpa'f ' but ' this' wa^ in' fiich :pcrfedion, that’ it was 
pi-eferied even {o that pfCafaWa j and the Spanilh 
■ ", , machants^ 
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merchants, in order to feciirc it, iir<jve to aat^i- ® ^ - 

pate each other by paying for it in advance. '|^s » ■*. . ■ v " ****' 
eagernefs, which may fometime$ give a fpur to the 
induftry of a people naturally adtive, is certain db« 
llruftion to thofe among whom the delire of eafe 
has the force of a paflion, and even alinoft of a> 
n^^ceffity, if not of nature, at leaft of habit. , iTh^ 
j'ropnetors, having received more money thjtn they 
could repay with that fingle commodity, in which 
rh( ir whole fortune confiftcd, fell, by degrees, into 
di fpair } and, from the dread of unufual toil, gave 
over all thoughts of labour. Since the year 1747, 
there hath been no more cocoa to be found on the 
iihnd , which, from that time, bath had ho coy- 
re<j'onJence with the mother-country. 

T»i fame negligence had before ruiryud Mar- 
gareita d'his iHand eiyoyed a momentary exid- 
tnte anl pioiptiny from a fpedes of wealth 
drav/n front tlie bottom of the fea which en- 
coinp dfed if. Cokmtbus in 1498 dlfcovered, at the 
'tiilan.col four leagues from the continent, the 
lit'lc iile of Cnbagua, afterwards called JPearl 
lilanih Tiif* quantities of this tretafure, which 
Nature yiehh d without any eXpence, attraded thc^ 

Spaniards to this place in 1 509. They brought 
with them fomc favages from the IDahama iflands, 
who had been found not propef for wwhing In the 
minc.s, but had a faculty of continuing a long 
time under water. This talcnf was eniploycd with 
fo much ardour, that great fortunes were r^ifed in 
a very fmall time. The banks of pearl were 
exhaufted, and the colony transferred, in 1504, 
to Margaretta, where fomc of the fame kind had 
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“B O o R been and wltich difappeared in a 

‘ ^ ftill ftjoiter timtr. ' From this period that ifland, 

which i®, fifteen leagues in length and fix in breadth, 
becampitnorc ncgie^Sed by Spain th^- Trinidad. 

. the court of Madrid -ftill maintains pofief- 

<s»f ,-rivei« ■ twb iflands, is more for the i'akc oi 
taepfegjiltatiOns of greater indufiry at a diftance 
continent, than with a view of deriving 
Any advantage to id'elf from them. Here is a mixed 
; race, formed between Spaniards and Indian wo- 
men, "WrliOi joining the indolence of the i'avagc to 
thcviccf of chrilized nations, arcfluggards, cheats, 
and zeaidcs;. Tfi^. live on what frih they catch, 
and; bahto^s,, which nature, out of indulge.nce as 
it weyc io tj^eir fiocfifulnefs, produces t'lcre oi a 
larger fizf, and better quality than in any other 
part cf the 'Archipelago, They have a breed of 
lean and taftdcls cattle, with^vhich they canyon 
a. fraudulent, iraffic'oto the French colonies, ex- 
changing them for camlets, bkek veils, linens, filic 
ftockings, wititehatSj'Md-hard-ware. The num- 
ber of their velFeis does nor exceed thirty lluop.->, 
without declrs.;^., • 

The tame C;^^e of Aefe two ifiands have Filled 
the woods itlya. %i?td tfiat Is beconK wild. T he 
inhaWtants ibpot-dtcm# andyut their fiefh into 
(lips of ,i^ree int^ifcs. in, breadth and one, in thick - 
neft,, which they4f)?v,iafter having naelted the fat 
out of thchi,; |Q ch^.tfiey will keep three or four 
months. This provifion, which is calieci Taifau, 
is fold in the French feitlements for tyreaty liyres * 
a hundred weight. 


' : ty & 6i. 


Ail 
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Ali, the money Which the goterAment fen 4«‘«0 * 
theie two iiland&, falls into the hands of the com* 
mandants, the officers cirir'an^hmiUtary, and' the 
mouk&. The remaliider of the people, wHo do ^ 

not amount to mote than fixcetsn hundred, live in 
a ftatr of the njoffc 4«plodthle poverty. la time 
war rhqr fqrnilh afcjout cwo httsdjtjd men, Who, 
for the fake of plunder, offer thcodWItts without 
diftindion to any of the oedoaies that happen to be 
fitting out cruizers for fisai ' ■ 

The inhabitants of Poreo-ltico ire of i dilTereftt 
turn. This lOand, which kfituated in the center 
of the Antilles, is forty leagues in length, and 
twenty in its greateft breadth. Thwigh it was 
difi'overed and villted by Columbus in 1495, the* 
Spaniards neglefled it dll 1509, when thirft of 
gold brought them thither from St* Domingo, un- 
der the command of Ponce dc Leon, to make a 
rouqueft, which afterwards cofi: them dear. 

I r is generally known, that the ulc of poifoned 
arms is of die Iiighcfb antiquity. In moll countries 
it preceded the invention Of fteel. When darts 
headed with ftoncs, bones of fiib or other animals, 
proved infufficient to ^jrel the attacks of wild 
beads, men had rccourfe to poifonous juices, which, 
from beingorigmally defigned merely for the chace, 
were afterwards employed in war again ft their own 
fpecies. Ambition and revenge let no Ihtiits to 
their outrages, till ages had been Ipent In drown- 
ing whole nations in rivers of blood. When it 
was difcovered that this effiifion of blood produced 
no advantage, and that, in proportion as the dream 
fwelied in its courfc, It depopulated countries, 

' and 
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and left nttthin^ font 4dcrts without animation and 
without cuidaffc j they then came to an agreement 
to moderate tn fome degre^' the thirftof Ihedding 
jL They «HStabli0ied wiat are called the lawi of 
war* that is to. fay, injuftice in injtlftice, or the 
^nterdl <Jf kipg^i ih db* maffacte of the people. 
Hiey do not ibhw the throats of all their 
viflims at ohfce f hut ftiferW fome few of the herd 
to propagate the breed* ^thefc laws of war, or of 
nations, required the alboHdon of certain abufes 
in the art oflttUlhg. l^ere hre-arms are to be 
had, pbifoned 'awitpdfls aw forbidden ; and, when 
cannon halls will iafwer the end, chewed bullets 
arfe not allowed. ' 01 race, unworthy both of hea- 
ven or “earth, dcliruStive, tyrannical being, man, 
or dcldl rather, wilt: thOu never ceafe to torment 
this globe, where thou ejtifteft but for a moment ! 
Will thy wars never end but with tfie annihila- 
tion of thy fpecicS ! Go then j if tHbu wouldft 
advance thy mifchief, go and provide thyrdf witlt 
the polfbns ol^ the Ntfw wiorld. 

Or al^ the regions, productive of venomous 
plants, none abounded fo much in them as South- 
America, which owed this malignant fernlsty to a 
jfoil in general rank, as4f it was jnirging iilelf 
from fhe dime of a deluge. 

Thb fdants called Lianes, of which there were 
vaft nunihera in all damp and marlhy places, fur- 
nilhed the poiloHj, which was in univerfal requed 
on the continent. The method of preparing it 
was by cutting them in pieces, then boiling them 
in water, dll the liquor had acquired the con- 
filtence of a fyrup. After this they dipped thcir 
, arrows 
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wrows in it, which w«rc hw^diai^ iftjjpir(t^a«9d ^ J 

with the poif(M)tovts ' ,|[^rtQ|[ fovjpfijd 

the favages in general jtfitd ijhcfc &eim itt ■ 

wars with eacli other* At length 0“^ 
nations^fmm the 4e6ct<incy of their huinlj^rij^fotnid 
the nccefficy of renouhcirtg fo 4?llru£ti vw * 

and referred tt/or btalflsji whether large? or fmall, 
which they coitld not overtake or overcome. Any 
animal, whofe Ikin has been raifcd with one of 
thefe poifoned arrows, dies a minute after* with- 
out any fign of convulfion or pain. This is not 
occaftoned by the coagulation of the blood, which 
was a long time the general opinion t recent ex- 
periments hare proved, that this poifon, mixed 
with blood newly drawn and warm, prevents it 
from coagulating, and even preferves it fome time 
from putrefaftion. It is probable, that the elFedt 
of thefe juiccs-is upon the nervous fyftcm. Sorne 
travellers have imputed the origin of the venereal 
difeafe among the inhabitants of the Kcw world, 

CO the habit of eating game killed with thefe 
poifoned arms. At prefent it is univerfaily known, 
that tlic fkfh of fuch animals may be eaten for a* 
continuance witliout any ill cflTe^. 

In the American iflands, the natives draw their 
poifon from tree.s, more than from the Lianes j and 
of all the venomous forts of trees, the moft deadly 
is the manchcneel. Its trunk, which is never 
more than two feet in circumference, is covered 
with a fmooth tender bark. Its Howers are of a 
reddim cafe. Its fruit iS of the Colour of « peach, 
and has a ftonc in, the feiddk. The leaves of it 
are like thofe of the laorei, and contain a milky 
^ ' Euid. 
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w-v^ handle then™, od accotnlt of the moifturc which 
exudts from their pores*, at:^ ftill more dangerous 
to tepaft wader iheiti, from the prodigious quan- 
tity of daft that fells from the iiwiamerable flowers 
borne by thefe trees, Incilions being made in the 
trunk of them, flieUs are placed under to receive 
the fep } as fth>ni as it is grown a little thick, thc; 
ftcep the points of their ai rows in it* which ac- 
quire from thence tlic property of conveying fud- 
den death, be the wound ever fo flight. This 
poilbn, as appears by experience, preferves its ve- 
nomous quality above a hundred years. Ofall the 
fpots where this tree is found, Poito-Rico is that 
in which it delights mofl, and where it is found in 
the greateft abundance. Why were not the firil 
conquerors of America all Ibipwrccked on this 
ifland ? It is the misfortune of both worlds that 
they became acquainted with it fo late, and that 
they did not there meet with the death which their 
avarice merited. 

The mancheneel feems to have been fatal only 
to the Americans- Tlic inhabitants of the ifland 
where it grows, ufed it to repel the Caribs, who 
made frequent defeents on their coafts. The fame 
arms they might have employed againft the Eu- 
ropeans i and, as dhe Spaniards were ignorant at 
that time that fait, applied immediately, is an 
infallible cure, they would probably* have fallen a 
facrifice to the firft effeiSa of this poifon. But they 
did not meet wkh thb Icaft refiftance from the ra- 
vage inhabitants of the ifland. They had been 
informed of yrhat had occurred in the conqueft of 
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the neighbouring iflesj and they regarded thde * 
ftrangers as a fuperior order of beings, to 
chains they voluntarily fubmiped themfdlveis^. It 
was not long, however, before they wHhed *» 
lhake off the intolerable yoke which had bean im- 
pofed on them, and poftponed the entetprifc only 
till they could be allured whether their tyrants 
were immortal. A Cacique, named Broyo, was 
incrufted with this commifllon. , 

CwANcr favoured his defign, by bringing to hiitt 
Salzedo, a young Spaniard, who was travelling. 

He, received him with great refpeQ:, and at his 
departure fent lome Indians to attefjd him* on his 
way, and to ferve him in the quality of guides. 

"When they came to the bank <^f a river, which 
they w ere to pafs, one of thefe favages tobk him' 
on his fitoulder to carry him over. As foon as 
they had got into the midllr of it, he threw him 
into rijc water, and, with the affiftance of his com- 
panions, Itept him there till there wai no appear- 
ance of life. They then dragged him to the bank i 
but, as they v/ere ftili in doubt whether he was dead 
or living, they begged pardon a thoufind times for 
the ate idcnr that had happened. Thu farce lafted 
tliree days rill at length being convinced, by the 
11 endi of the corpfc, that it wasr poffiblc for Spa- 
nu.rt' ) to dir, the Indians rofe on all tides upon their 
ojifireffors, and niaffacrcd a hundred of them, 

Ponce tie*Leon immediately atTemblcd all the 
Callilians who had efcaped, and, without lofs of 
time, fell upon the favages, wlm were terriBod with 
this fudden attack. In proptfrtion as the number 
of their enemies increased, thdr. pmiic became 
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* xif ^ violent! . They had even the folly to be- 
Heve, that thele Spaniards which were juft ar- 
rived from St. Domingo, were the fame that had 
been Hllcd# and were come to life again to fight 
them. Under this ridiculous perfuafion, dreading 
to continue a war with men who revive after their 
death, they fubmfitted once more to the yoke, and, 
being condemned to the mines, in a Ihort time 
fell martyrs to the toils of flavery. 

Such a<fts of barbarity by no rheans promoted 
the interefts of Spain. An ifland of confiderable 
extent, enriched by a great number of rivers, 
fruitful, though unequal furniftied with an ex- 
cellent port, and coafts of eafy accefs ; this ifland, 
the pofleflion of which would have made the for- 
tune of an adfive nation, is fcarcely known In the 
world. The inhabitants amount barely to fifteen 
hundred, including Spaniards, Meftees, and Mu- 
lattocs. They have about three thoufand negroes, 
whofe employment is rather to gratify the indo- 
lence, than to aflift the induftry, of the proprie- 
tors. Both mafters and flaves, brought nearly upon 
a footing by their florh, fubuft alike on maize, 
potatoes, and caflava. If they cultivate fugar, 
tobacco, and cocoa, it is only fo much of each 
as is necefifary for tiieir own confumption. Their 
exports confift of about two thoufand (kins, which 
they furnilh annually to the mother-country, and 
a confiderable number of mules,good in their kind, 
but fmall i fuch as are ufually found in broken and 
mountainous countries. Thefe muks ^e Ijnuggled 
into SantarGrux,JamiMC% and St. Domingo. Tliis 
cotony is f^otcifted in its idknefs by a garrifon of 

■ two 



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDTES. 17 

two hundred men , vvliich, with the edergy and ^ 
civil officers, cofl government 250,000 livres * 

Tiiis money, added to what they g''l ruj ilieir 
cattle, is fufficient to pay the Eng'ids Darrh, 

Fi cnch, and Danes, for t!ic linens and otl’-cr in-.r- 
chaiidife they fupply. All the advantage the nto- 
ther-cotintry derives from this fetdement, is to 
ttike in water and fref 1 proviflons therefor the lleets 
Jlre fends to the New world. 

If Spain hath fo little conflderation of her own 
inrcrefls, as to netdedl the advantatre which ilie 
might draw' from an ifland of fuch irnr)ortanre, at 
lead ihe ought to T)crn!it fuch of her funjects, as 
clianc t' hath conducted there, to cinerge froiii that 
ihamcfiil poverty in which they bngiiifh. To ren- • 
dtr their (.ondition mote happy, nothing; is wantetl 
bur r!ic liberty of a free market for their cattie. 

'fhev would find jedlure for as mucli as would fup- 
pdy i]:c confuiuption of all the Cariboee-idands, 
where the la.nds are occup/ie-J in tillage. The fitii- 
iition ol’ a fetdement in the center of thofe iuands, 
would be a very favour.il>lc eircumllaiice for its 
trade with them. An cipcn commuiu'cation with 
aftive and enlightened peop-ic v/onld excite diOi'e 
colonids who are nor fo. I'hc defire of partakin;'' 
in the ftme enjoyments wenikl inipire the func 
ardour for. bufinefs. The court of Madrid wuidd 
t.hen reap the politietd fniics of a cotrJi'fceii.'Jon 
which humanity- alone fliould diciatc to it. Till 
this liberty of commerce is granted, P'.irto-Rico 
wall be of p.o more iervice ro Spain than Sc, Do- 
mingo. 
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THis'ifland, famous for beingthe earlieft fettle- 
ment of the Spaniards in the N ew world, was at 
firil in high eftimation for die quantity of gold it 
fupplied ; this wealth diminiflied with the inhabi- 
tants of the country, whom they obliged to dig it 
out of the bowels of the earth j and the fource of 
it was entirely dried up, when the neighbouring 
iftands no longerfu})plied the lofs of thofe wretched 
viftims to the avarice of the conqueror. A vehe- 
ment defirc of opening again this fource of wealth 
infpired die thought of getting ilavcs from Africa j 
but, bchdes that thefc were found unfit for the la- 
bours they were deftined to, the multitude of 
mines, which then began to he wrought on the 
continent, made thofe of St. Domingo no longer 
of any importance. An idea now fuggeded itfelf 
that their negroes, which were healthy, flrong, 
and patient, might be ufe.fiilly employed in liuf- 
bandry ; and they adoj^ted, through necelTity, a 
wife refolution, which, had they known their own 
intereft, they would have embraced by choice. 

The produce of their indufiry was at firft ex- 
tremely fmall, becaufe the labourers were few. 
Charles V., who, like molt fovereigns, preferred 
his favourites to c'l'crv thiiu?-, had granted an ex- 
clufive right of the 'lave trade to a Flemilh no- 
bleman, who- made over his privilege to the Ge- 
noefe. I'hofe avaricious republicans conducted 
this infamous commerce as all monopolies are con- 
ducted i they refolvcd to fell dear, and tliey fold 
but few. When time and competition had fixed 
the natural and neceiTary price of flaves, the num- 
ber of them increafed. It may eafily be imagined, 

th^t 
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that the Spaniards, who had been accuftomed to ® xn. * 
treat the Indians as beafts, though they differed 
but little in complexion from themfcivcs, did not 
entertain a higher opinion of thefe negro Afri- 
cans, whom they fubftituted in their place; De- 
graded ftill further in their eyes by the price they 
hs-d paid for them, even religion could not reftrain 
them from aggravating the v/eight of their' fervi- 
tude. It became intolerable, and thefe wretched 
flaves made an effort to recover the unalienable 
rights of mankind. Their attempt proved un- 
fuccefsfLiI ; but they reaped this benefit from their 
dcfpair, that they were afterwards treated with lefs 
inhumanity. 

This moderation (if tyranny cramped by the 
ajiprehenfion of revolt can deferve that name) 
was attended with good coiMequenccs. Cultivation 
was purfued with foine degree of fuccefs. Soon 
after tlie middle of the fixtecnth century, the mo- 
ther-country drew annually from this colony ten 
million weight of fugar, a large quantity of wood 
for dying, tobacco, cocoa, cafila, ginger, cotton, 

.and peltry in abundance. One might imagine, 
that fucl'i favourable beginnings would give both 
the defire and the means of carrying them further j 
but a train of events, more fatal each than the 
other, ruined thefe hopes. 

Thk firil misfortune arofe from the depopu- 
lation of St. Domingo. The Spanifh conquefts 
on the continent ifiiould naturally have contributed 
to promote the fuccels of an ifland, which nature 
feemed to have formed to be the center of that 
vafl dominion arifing around it, to be the ftaple 
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® XI? ^ different colonies. But it fell out quite 

otherwife : on a view of the immenfe fortunes 

railing in Mexico, and other parts, the richeft in- 
habitants of St. Domingo began to delpife their 
fettlemcnts, and quitted the true fource of riches, 
which is on die furface of the earth, to go and 
ranfack the bowels of it for veins of gold, which 
arc quickly exhaufted. The government endea- 
voured .in vain to put a flop to this emigration ; 
the laws w'ere always cither artfully eluded, or 
openly violated. 

The weaknefs, which was a neceflary confe- 
quence of fuch a con luft, leaving the coafts with- 
out defence, encouraged the enemies of S[)ain to 
ravage them. Even the capital of this ifland was 
taken and pillaged by that celebrated Eiiglifh 
failor, Francis Drake, 'i’he cruizers of lefs con- 
fequence contented themfelvcs with intercepting 
veflcls in tlieir paflage through thofe latitudes, tlie 
befl knowm at that time of any in the New world, 
Tocoinpletc thefe misfortunes, the Cafiilians them- 
felves commenced pirates. They attacked no fhips 
but thofe of their own nation ; which were more 
rich, worfe provided, and worfe defended, than 
any others. The cuftom they had of fitting out 
fhips clandeflinciy, in order to procure Haves, pre- 
vented them from being known ; and the affiflance 
they purchafed from the fhips of war, commiffioned 
■to prorfcdl: the trade* infured to them impunity. 
The foreign trade of the colony was its only 
refource in this diftrefs j and that was illicit j 
but as it continued to be carried on, notwithlland- 
ing the vigilance of the Governors, or, perhaps, 
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by their connivance, the policy of an exafperated 
and Ihort-fighted court exerted itfelf in demolifh- 
ing moft of the fea-ports, and driving the mife- 
rable inhabitants into the inland country. This adt 
of violence threw them into a date of dejeflion ; 
which the incurfions and lettlement of the French 
on the ifland afterwards carried to the utmoft 
pitch. 

Spain, totally taken up with that vaft empire 
v/hich ihe had formed on the continent, ufed no 
P'jiiis to diffipate this lethargy. . She even refufed 
to liften to the felicitations ofher Flcmilh fubjedls, 
who carneftly prelTcd that tiicy might have per- 
miffion to clear thofe fertile lands. Rather than 
run the rifque of feeing them carry on a contra- 
band trade on the coaifs, fhe chofe to bury in obli- 
vion a fettlcment which had been of confcquence, 
and was likely to become i'o again, 

Tuiscolony, which had nolonger ariyiutercourfe 
v/ith the mother-country but by a fiiigle fhip of 
no great burden, received from thence every third 
year, confided in 1717 of eighteen thoufand four 
liundrcd and ten inhabitants, including Spaniards, 
Meftees, negroes, orMulattoes. The complexion 
and charadler of thefe people differed according to 
the different proportions of American, European, 
and African blood they had received from that na- 
tural and tranfient union which reftores all races 
and conditions to the fame level ; for lovC is not 
more a refpefter of perfons than death. Thele 
demi-favages, plunged in the extreme of doth, 
lived upon fruits and roots, dwelt in cottages with- 
out furniture, and moft of them without clothes. 
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The few among them, in whom indolence had not 
totally fupprclTed the fenfe of clecen)cy> and tafte 
for the conveniences of life, purchafed clothes of 
their neighbours the, French, in return for their 
cattle, and the money fent to then) for the main- 
tenance of two hdndred^foldiers, the priefts, and 
the government. It does not appear that the com- 
pany, formed at Barcelona in 1757, with cxclufive 
privileges for the re-cftablifhment of St, Domingo, 
hath as yet made any confjderable progrefs. They 
fend out only two fmall veflels annually, which 
are freighted back with fix thoufand hides, and 
fome other commodities of littlc value, 

St. Domingo, the capital of the colony, and the 
place where this tralEc is carried on, is fituated on 
the fide of a plain thirty leagues in length, and 
from eight to twelve in breadth. This large traft, 
which, properly cultivated, would furnilh provi- 
fions to the amount of twenty millions is co- 
vered with forefis and under-wood, with fome pa- 
fture land interfperfed at intervals, which ferves for 
a confiderable number of cattle. This fpot, which 
is leVel throughout almoft its whole extent, be- 
comes unequal in the neighbourhood of the town, 
which is built on the banks of ;he Lozatna. Some 
magnificent ruins are all the remains of th? once- 
flourilhing ftate of this celebrated city. On the 
landrfide^ it has no fortification but^a fimple wall, 
without either ditch or outworks j but towards 
d)c river and the lea it is w'ell defended. Such is 
the only fetrlemcnt the Spaniards have kept up on 
fhp fbuthern coaft. 
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On the north rhei’c is one called Monte €hrilfe>. ® * 

Happily this maritime and commercial place hath 
had no connexion with Spain. It owes its trade 
to the vicinity of the French plantaticttis. In time 
of peace, the produce of the pdain of Mariboux, fi- 
tuated between fort Dauphin and1>ay Manchendel, 
is all carrit^ to this port, which is conftantly filled 
with Englifli fmuggiers. When there is a rupture 
between the courts of London and Verfaiiles, with- 
out engaging that of Madrid, Monte Chrifto be- 
comes a very confiderable market} for all the 
northern part of the French colony fend their com- 
modities thither, where they never fail of meeting 
with fliips ready to take them offj but, the moment 
Spain finds herfelf called upon to take a part in 
the difpute between the two rival nations, this 
trade ceafes. 

T HE Spaniards have no fetdement in the weftern 
part of the ifiand, which is entirely occupied by 
the French j and it is not above nine or ten years . 
fince they thought of fettling to the eailward, 
which they had long entirely ncglefted. 

The projcd: of cultivation, which accidentally 
found its way into the council at Madrid, might 
be carried iiito execution in the plain .of Vega- 
Real, which is iituated in the inland part, and 
is fourlcore leagues in length, by ten in its greateft 
breadth. It wjould be difficult to find throughout 
the New world a Ipot more level, more fruitful, 
or better watered. All the productions of Ame- 
rica would fucceed admirably there but it would 
be impoffible to remove them from thence without 
making roads i which is an undertaking that would 
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nations more cnterprifing t|ian the Spa- 
niards. Thelt* difficulties fhould naturally have led 
them to fix their eyes on the plains of St. Do- 
mingo, which are fruitful, though not in fo great 
a degree as thofc of Vega-Real, Probably they 
were apprehenfive, that the new colonifts would 
adopt the manners of the old, and therefore detery 
mined upon Sainana. 

Samana is a peninfiila on the eaftern part of 
the ifland, five leagues broad, and fixteen long j 
and is joined to the continent by a narrow flip of 
very marfliy ground. It forms a bay of fourteen 
leagues in length, where the anchorage is in four- 
teen fathom, and fo commodious that the fliips 
may lie clofe to the fltore. This bay is full of 
little iflands, which it is eafy to keep clear of by 
fteerii^g clofe to the wellern coafl:. Befides the 
poffelTion of a fertile, though not a level foil, this 
neck of land affords a fituation very advantageous 
for trade, and for bringing the fliips that come 
from Europe clofe to the fliore. 

These conflderations induced the firft adven- 
turers from France, who ravaged St. Domingo, to 
fettle at Samana j where they maintained their 
ground a long time, though furrounded by their 
enemies. At length, it was found that they were 
too much expoled, and at too great a diftance from 
the reft of the French fettiements o‘n the ifland, 
'which were every day' improving. In confequence 
•of this they were recalled. The Spaniards rejoiced 
at their departure j but did not take poffelTion of 
the fpot they had quitted. 
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Within thefe few yearsj however, they have ® 
fent thither fome people from the Canaries j the <— 
ftate was at the cxpence of the voyage, and of theit ’ 
maintenance for leveral years. Thefe meafures, 
prudent as they were, have not been attended 
with fuccefs. The new inhabitants havie for the 
mpll part fallen victims to the climate, to the clear* * 
ing of the ground, and, above all, to the arbitrary 
impofitions of the governors, whofe military turn 
is ever fatal to colonies. Of thefe ftrangers the few 
that furvive fo many evils languilh under the ex- 
pectation of approaching death. Such unfuccefs- 
ful beginnings promife no very fortunate conclu- 
fions. St. Domingo is likely to continue, as far 
as concerns the Spaniards, in the fame feeble ftate 
they have left it till now. Nature and fortune will ' 
make them amends by Cuba.. 

The illand of Cuba, which is feparated from St. p!”"'.''' 
Domingo by a narrow channel, is of itfelf equal in atCub.i. 
value to a kingdom : it is two hundred and fifty ofuik 
leagues in length, and' in breadth from fifteen 
to twenty and thirty. Though it was difeovered 
by Columbus, in 1492, the Spaniards did not at- 
tempt to nftake themfelves mafters of it till 1511, 
when Diego de Velafquez came with four fliips 
and landed on the eaftern point. 

This diftriCl: was under the government of a 
Cacique named Hatuey. He was a native of St. 

Domingo, or Hifpaniola, and had retired iiither 
to avoid the flavery to which his countrymen were 
condemned. Thofe, who could el'cape the tyranny 
of the Caftilians, had followed him in his retreat, 
where he formed a little ftate, and ruled in peace. ■ 

At 
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At a,diftance he oblerved the Spanifti fails, whole 
approach he dreaded. On the firft news he receiv- 
ed of their arrival, he called together the braveft 
Indians, both of his fubjefts and allies, to animate 
them to a defence of their liberty? affuring them, 
at the fame time, that all their efforts would be in- 
if they did not firft render the god of their 
cnefnics propitious to them : Behold him there) 
faid he, pointing to a veflel filled With gold, heboid 
that mighty divinity ^ let us invoke bis aid! 

This Ample and credulous people cafily believ- 
ed that gold, for the fake of which fo much blood 
was fhed, was the god of the Spaniards. They 
danced and fang before the rude and unfafhioned 
ore, and refigned thenifelves wholly to its protec- 
tion. 

But Hatuey, more enlightened, and more fu - 
fpicious than the other Caciques, affemblcd tliein 
again. fVe mtifi not^ faid he to them, expeSi at^ 
happinefs fo tong as the god of the Spaniards remains 
among us. He is no kfs our enemy than they. ‘They 
feek for him in every place ? and where they find him., 
there they efiablifh themfclves. IVtre he bidden in the 
eavities of the earth, they would dif cover Imi. Were 
voetofwallow him, they would plunge their bands into 
cur bowels, and drag him cut. ‘there is no place but 
the bottom of the fea, that can elude their fearch. 
When he is no longer among us, douhtkfs we fball be 
forgotten by them. As foon as he had done fpeak- 
ing, every man brought out his gold, and threw 
it into the fea. 

Notwithstanding this, the Spaniards advanc- 
ed, Tbcir mufkets and cannons, thofe tremend- 
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ous deities, difperfed with thcir thundcT; 
ges, who endeavoured to refift : but, as Hati^' wrv4* » 
might realTemble them, he was purfued through 
the woods, taken, and condemned to be burned. 

When he was fattened to the ftake, and wah^ 
only for the kindling of the fire, an inhvimsnijrieft 
advanced to propofe the ceremony of baptifm* 
atid to fpeak to him of paradife. Are /hrWg'laid 
the Cacique, any Spaniards in that happy plate ? TeSt 
replied the miflionaryj hut there are none but good 
ones. The beji of them^ returned Hatuey, are good 
for nothing. / wtll not go to a placCi where I jhould be 
in danger of meeting one of them, Talk no more to me 
of your religion^ but leave me to die. 

Thus was the Cacique burned, theGodof the 
Chrifljans diflionoured, and his crofs imbrued witli 
human blood; but Velafquez found no more ene- 
mies to oppofe hipi. All the Caciques haftencd 
to do homage to him. After the mines had been 
opened, and it was found that they did not anfwer, 
the inhabitants of Cuba, being become ufelefs, 
were exterminated ; for, at that time, to conquer 
was to deftroy. One of the largeft iflands in the 
world did.not coft the Spaniards a fingle man; but 
what profit have they drawn from, the conqueft of 
Cuba ? 

The fettlement they have formed upon this 
ifland may be confidered in three views, each of 
which merits a ferious attention. The firft if, on 
account of the produce of the country, which is 
confiderable ; the fecond, as being the ftaple of a 
great trade ; and the third, as being the key to 
the New world, 
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* ^ The priadpal growth' of this vaft i0and is natu- 

r^lly cottph. This IhruBri at the time of the con- 
queft, was very comrrton therei The prefcrvation 
of it teqoiried little expcnce or labpur; a.id the 
geivSrid dryncfs of the foil adapted it particularly 
td this purpofe. The commodity, however, is now 
beeohse fo fcarce, that fometimes feveral years pafs 
without any of it being fent to Europe. 

ALtHOiioH the Spaniards have an ihfurmount- 
able antipathy to imitation, yet they have of late 
adopted the cultivation of coffee at Cuba, having 
obferved the rapid progrefs it made in the neigh- 
bourihgiflands. But, in borrowing the commodity 
from foreign colonifts, they have not borrowed 
their diligence in improving it. Their whole pro- 
duce of coffee barely amounts to thirty or five and 
thirty thoufand weight, one third of which is ex- 
ported to Vera Cruz, and the relbto Madrid. One 
fhould naturally conclude, that the growth of this 
plant will increafe, in proportion as the ufe of a 
liquor lb familiar to people in hot climates lhall 
become more common among the Spaniards; but 
a nation', which was the firll to introduce into Eu- 
rope a taftc for coffee, and the laft to adopt it both 
in Europe and America, will be flow in all its im- 
provements, as it is in every kind of invention. 
The propagation of coffee requires that of fugar ; 
it may be worth while, therefore, tp inquire how 
far the Spaniards are prepared by the one for the 
other. 

Sugar, which is the richeft and mbft valuable 
prodH^onof Americai would of itfelf befufficient 
to give to Cuba that flourilhing Hate of profperity, 

every 



erery fource and channel of which na^e *o * °^T'. 

havcopencdforhct.,. i^Wwgh the fmf?«e.rf;^he 

ifland IS in general unequal “id “oumai^u^^ 
it has plains fufficicntly ettenfiye, and fuSaentfy 

watered, to fupply the confumptron rfdre^ 

part of Europe in that araclc. .TMjincredtto 
fruitfulncfe of its new lands, if properly qwn^. 

Would enable it to furpaJs every other nation, how- 
ever they may have , got the ftart of it j *eir la- 
bour of more than half a century, fpot «> bas- 
ing their works to perfeaion, would end m this, 
that a rival, by taking up their method, would 
outftrip them, and in lefs than wenty years engtofs 
L wholeof tbeirprofits. But theSpanilh colony is 
fo jealous of their ruperiority, that • 
have but few plantations, where, with the toeft 
canes, they make at a great expence but a M 
quantity of fugar. and that 5f a coarfer fort. This 
ferves partly for the Mexican market, and partly 
fothemother-countryi which, inftead of making 
a uold mine, as it Ihould do. of its fug« tr^e 
buys to the value of mote than Rve miUions ot 

livres at foreign markets. 

It has probably been expefted, that the to 

bacco impLd -^tre 

lofsi for after furniflung Mexico and Penh there 

was fufficient. with the little brought ^arac^ 
and Buenos Ayres, to fnpply the demands of ^ 
Spain. Thd greateft part comes 
That which is cured in the “““"f “ 

Alonzo, has been, and is ftlU held in the hi^ed 
eftcem. This Spaniaid, the only one, perhaps, 

- . ill 1 




who 
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who has enriched hihrvlelf by a truly ufeful branch 
of induftry, his gained in* this trade between 
t'fcive and fiif^n millions of Kvres f. If the go- 
Tertnti^t had liftenedto this a^Hvfe citizen, the na- 
tiohai wealth #ouid have been augmented by the 
increafed growth of a plant, which caprice renders 
lb valuable. The decay of this trade is folely 
. owing to the negligence of the court of Madrid in 
not gratifying the general talle of Europe for to- 
bacco from the Havannah. 

The Spanilh colonies have an univerfal trade 
in Ikins* Ciiba Ibpplies annually ten or twelve 
thottfend. The number might be ealily increafed 
in a country abounding with wild cattle, where 
feme genriemen poffefs on the coalfs, and in the 
inland parts, large trafbs of land, which for want 
of population can fcarcely be applied to any other 
purpofe than that of breeding cattle. 

It would be laying too much to aflert, that the 
hundredth part of this illand is cleared : there are 
only feme traces of cultivation of St. Jago, a port 
to the windward of the colony, and at Matanga, a 
fafe and fpecious bay at the mouth of the old ca- 
nal. The true plantations are all confined to the 
beautiful plains the Havannah, and even thefe 
arc not what they ought to be. 

thefe plantations together may employ 
. about five and twenty thoufand m^c and female 
flaves, of every age. The numb^ of whites, 
meftees, mulattoes, and free negroes upon the 
whole ifland, amounts to near thirty thoufand. 
The food qf thefe different fpecies of inhabitants 

t Froac about 500,000!. to €50,000!. fterling.. 

confills 



coSB'fjH^.csf es(®dB»ai;-fwdt^'de«e|feiS^'b^ * xi^ '* 

great pltntf iWKi exee^i^lg^ ei»eat.jp), swid naiia^fiH&s Vw- ' 

Even the trci>o|}& hms no ^citbei' ^bre$d tkan 

taflavs:. The hAbiCaf feeing Eran^nh® fitsqw^ 

ly at Cuba, fias, prol^M7, preferved the inhabt* 

tants from that iangiUid ftate of hiASbion ^^chpiw-* 

iraiis in all other Spanifli coioides in ^cMe# 

wSrld. It muft be further obfcrved, chat the peoii* 

pic are left mked, th^ir drefs more deteeiit, and 

their manners better regtilated, diati in the other 

iflands. 

The ftate of the colony would be ftUl more 
fiourifliing, if its produfliions had not been made 
the property of a company, whofe exclufive fui- 
vilege operates as a cOnfeant and invariable princi- 
ple of difeouragement. The kfs induftrious h na- 
tion is inclined to be, the more careful' it ought 
to be to avoid every meafure that may tend to ob- 
ftruft the progrefs of the more active ibid labo- 
rious part of the people. 

If any thing could fupply the want of an open 
trade, and atone for the grievances occafiohed by 
this monopoly at Cuba, it would be the advantage 
this ifland has always enjoyed of being the ren- 
dezvous of almoflrall the Spanilh4^eifels that fail to 
the New world . This praftice commenced sdmoft 
with the colony itfelf. Ponce de Leon, having 
made an attempt upon Plorida in 1512, became 
acquainted with the new canal of Baham^ It, 
was immediately difeovered, that rids would be 
the beft route the fliips bound from Mcsdco tt> Eu- 
rope could poflibiy take > and in cohfequenCe of 
this was formed the fettlement at the Havann^, 

which 
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^ from^the 


' v«m^t''^,'^^elsi dilpat^lt^,^^, ^rdiag^awd' 

' ' '^“' ■'■ ' ' ,;>ivi?!Wb...m' A/lb^;‘'^e.-:isurt^' the 


'' cr''ift;iite'tiai'»'^^ ^-liaotheir-jcoi^^^^'^'' '.The ■ vaft 


' c^g'pes^eQofiftedjof^ tre,?i&ire8V,^ -tlfti- 

TfCrle, ipade. the ^13?: Abound ih ■'1?h«8«6n’-, 

ber of iteinhabitant^, whisto 156? aSafifbedoaly 
of thre? . abd was ©ioaHy dobWed 

at- tU begiJii^ . pf .:tJw ;fevffjitee«ftbt->peatuiyi" ■ a- 

^ufend'fbtjU. ’ . ‘-i '■•' 

'; ',p,jj^B,jpar't';*b^;,,^iip:, l?,:tin^oyed in"' the-: dock- 
ywds, ^br»?jeiy ;w by ^va-omeot for build- 

ing :^ip8.' of ybrl • '. ils to the mafts, irodi, and 
c^les, fdiey are brought from Europe j the other 
materials are found in abundance upon, the ifland. 
But that which is. moft vduable is the timber, 


^hich, growing under the inSuence of the hotteft 
lays of the fun, ladls with moderate, cafc ibr whole 
centuries i whereas -E'UTPpean Ihips dry - and iplit 
under the tc^d zone, This wobd'begw to bfc 
fcarce iu the neighbourhood df tb® HayaiMiih ; 

but it.ia cpijBttjon on dltihe/S!oadar..wd-the -triujf- 
pe^tatioa .of it isneidier dear'iMjfrdi^ Spain 

is the ipore intcrefied to multiply |t^'doweks,,'astihe 
feas tpoli frequented by <di lie be- 

tween the tropics. ,Tker«.4S;jiill«no^er motirefor 
making the yards at the Havannab the pjrinci]^ 
r^Qprex of it|S naVjd pptyeF* and that is> the pains 
wi^ch ^c.now £aking..to^w aW i*^ 

..''''" ■” ’ / " j ,; “' ' ' , : colonies 
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Colonies impregnable. Tjhe importance of this un- 
dertaking may perhaps ma^ detail of it not 
dilagreeable. 

Every oneknowsi that the harbour of the Ha- 
vannah is one of the fafeft in the univerfe j that the 
fleets of the whole world might ride at anchor there 
togetherj that the water is excellent and eafily prb- 
cinred. The entrance is fecured by rocks, which 
make it neceflary to keep sm exafl courfe, in order 
to avoid ftriking on them. It is become more diffi- 
cult finCe the year 1762, when three men of war 
were funk there. This precaution has proved de- 
trimental only to the Spaniards, who have not yet 
been able to weigh up thofe large veffels ; and 
there was the.lefs reafon for it, as the enemy would 
not have attempted to force their way into the 
harbour, which was defended by the Moro and 
the fort on the point. The former of thefe for- 
treffes is raifed fo high above the fea, that even a 
fir ft rate man of war could not batter it. The 
other has not the fame advantage; but then it can- 
not be attacked butby a very narrow channel, where 
the warmeft aftailants could never wlchftand the 
numerous and formidable artillery of the Moro. 

The Havannahi therefore, can only be attacked 
on the land fide. Fifteen or fixteen thoufand men, 
which are the moft that could be employed in this 
fervice, would not be fufficient to invert the 
works, whidi cover a vaft extent. Their efforts 
muft be direfted either to the right or left of the 
port, againft the town or the Moro. If the latter, 
they may eafily land within a league of the fort, 
and will come within fight of it, without difficulty, 
Vou IV. 0 * by 
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B A « E by good through which will co^ 

and fccurc'ihoif ' 
firffc diffic^W^ifi 

Wrhfei.-lh'the nei^hourhood of ithe cwp the af- 
“ mortal: ■ To fetch fuch as is 

, drinksibki they uauft'go io boats po the diftance of 

ihi^c le^, and Mi be oeccffai^^i^^^ 

Arable force for this purpofe^^t^^ wly nver 

where it is to be h^ dr to. leave a detachment 
there in intrenchments'; Which bdng at a din 
tance from the cimp, without communication or 
fnpport, ;^ili be ift danger of being 

- cot piK/‘'' . ■ ' • , ^ 

to the atMclc of the MorOj the enemy 

muft maitc themfelves mafters of the Cavagna, 
wfiich has been lately built. It is a crown work, 
compofed of a baftion, wo curtains, and two de- 
mibaMonS in front. Its tight and left lie upon the 
bank of the harbour. It has cafem ates, refervoirs 
of watet^ and powder magpnes tha-t are bomb- 

‘ proof} ^ good covered way, and a wide ditch cut 
in the rbek, TTic'way which leads to it is com- 
pofed of ftones and pebbles, widiout any mixture 
of earth. The Cavagna is placed on an eminence 
whidi cdmm^d9the‘'Moro^ but is itfelfcxpofed 
attacks from a hill which is of an eqiiial height, 
and iipt„ m^ ' than’ three hundred p^ces diftant 
"as, if would be' eafy for ah enemy to open 
their trenefe under die cover of thk hill, the 
Spaniard^ittiend, m le^ it j after whi(:h- the Ca- 
’ vagna may extend its view and its batteries to a 
" great diftwice. If the g^rrifon Ihouid find them- 
llvcs fo preft, as not to be able to maintain its 
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it would blov/ ui) its works, whiok ai« all » ^ o *« 
undermbed, and retreat info thcMoro, be coin- 
munication with which cahnot phdibly be cut of, 

The famous foitrcfs of the Moro had, towards 
the fea, on which fidc' it is impfegi^abk, two bftf- ' 
tlons j and on the land fide two others, with a 
wide and deep ditch cut out of the rock- Since it 
was taken, it has been emindy rebuilt, and ifspa^* 
rapets made higher Md thicker. A good covered 
way has been, added, and every thing that was 
wanting to fecure the garrjfon and the It is 
not eafier to open trenches befortf this place tim 
the Cavdgna. Both of them are built with a foft 
Hone, which will be kfs dangerous to the defend- 
ers than the common fort of frec-ilone. 

Independent of thefe advantages, the two 
fortrefes haVc in their favour a climate extremely 
hazardous to bciiegers, and an eafy communica- 
tion with the town for receiving all forts of pro- 
vifions, without a poffibility of being intercepted. 

Thus circumftanced, thefe two places may be con- 
fidered as impregnable, at Icaft as very difficult to 
be taken, provided they are properly Hocked with 
provifiions, and defended with courage and ability. 

The prefervation of them is of lb much greater im- 
portance, as their lofs would necefarily occafion 
the furrender of the harbour and town, which are 
both of them co,mmandcd and may be battered 
from thefe eminences. 

Aeter having explained the difficulties of takbg 
the Havannah by attacking the Moro, we muft 
next fpeak of thtfc which mull be enepun-tered on 
the fide of the town. 

D 3 
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. ir is feuittd aear d^^^ 

It 

the ctHiaWfi by a dry wailli ;i?htch y?as good for 
boihi^ a»d'tweftty-oae wttie;b were not 

3^f of little 

'4e |>^-''' ^ covered 
W|iy alme^^ia r«®s. /I-bo .i>lac€# |n this ftate, 
ftotbave.rd^edia'f^^ 

^id it beeA miiKie in the oigfet, by 

feveral attacks,, mroW 

■ carrjit^ it. :/'{ •miakc wide 
aad;i^^]^ :dit«^!esi -land to add an cxc^ding good 

‘ cdycred v^yi’ ■ '■■ : • '■' ' •; ; ''; ' - ; ; , • ^ 

Tn||«:p<^^anf be foppotted by 

* dief^rt at die pointi i^^bkK is a Iquarc, Is'uUi of 
ftoiie, anid,' dwngh fin#,* is provided with cafe- 
mafces: • U has been rebuilt^ feiving ^ very 
niucdi daidag®d,dwring'the',fiegei There is a, good 
dry- dttch^oodd «» dug out d«s topk. Inde- 
pendent of itt principal deftihation, wldch is to 
cp-bperstte sddi tbd Mopo in defoNdipg the port, 

' and fpr ^ipb^it ia perjfc^f^ejl caladated ; it 
bPs feyeidl batteries, wbicb -c^jen upon the cqun- 
tiy, and flaiifpno^ partt of the tpwn waU. 

. li® fii« Prpfe diat of a 
sthhhlias a ditt^i covered .wayj ppivderpnagazme, 
c^j^’ateS 5 ^‘an 4 ':rd^oij^.pfw;atec« ,^t!bi,s new.for- 
exceed M thtpe'.guartprs of a 
' lT^lefr€^;|^fc'|da<s«ii^on■-an'^^ caBpd '4rof- 
- tigny, wiH-licfttw;, a:j%ge.iii i^iii,:viif-.tbc *® 
'"• .'to be. att»iiSi':©nr'i^P;Idei:parii^ i® 

,, 'ppidlro^]£^d .af ’ to ;i^;|,,y^w. pf ,die /to com- 

inand a wnfidcrafei© tr^ ondte 
'-•:' ■/ . . '- ' ,: "l'. ',, ■' ’■ '•• ,,’■ ' difturb 
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difturb an enemy exceedingly m gctqftg ® *5c£ 

which they muft fetch fttm its neighbenrhoo4< 

In fkirdng the city onward* we come to the fort 
Dalteres, which has been eontftraifced fince the 
ficge. It is of ftone, has four bafiions* a covered 
way, a half moon befca'e die gate, a wide ditch, 
a good rampart, refewtdrs, ci^femates, aijd a pow- 
der magaitlne. It is barely thitfc quarters of a mile 
diftant frortl the town, and isiituatcd on the other 
fide of a river arid animpradieablernOrafs, which 
cover it in’ that dhreition. The filing groOrid upon 
which it is built, is entirely occupied by it, and 
has been infulatcd by the digging of a broad 
ditch, into which the fee has a paHage from the 
bottom of theharbour. Bfelidcsits commanding the 
communication bctWceh the town and the interior 
part of the ifland, it defends the circuit of the 
place by croliing its fires with thofe of Aroftigny. 

Xhe Spaniards are going to conllniA a large re- 
doubt in the interval of thefe two fores, which will 
be an additional protedion to the town. The 
Dalteres'alfo croflbs its fire with that of the Moro, 
which is very high, and fituated at the extreme 
point of the fort. 

SuC« a continuation of works, which will re- 
quire a garrifon of four thoufand men, arid may be 
finifhed in two or three years, coft Spain immenfe* 
films. The pufchafe of the mere materials coft: her 
at firft' ten miiliofls*j the employment of them 
annually amounts to fix or levcn f, ' Four thou- 
fand blacks in the fervke of the goverament, and 

* About 4 jD,ooo 1. flerliag, f Abotat al^juxaoh on »n 
avfwgc. '• ‘ 

D 3 a number 





s» . / ■msT0Rr’pF:s^Tri:^ET(iTs and tmde 

* * 4,nwtnb<T c^ i^ficanis, the public 

'iii>— 'i^orlcsj .ai^.rfxie, iAftTutnetits 'of ^chi^' undertaking* , 
Tfafejr ftiigit Wc haftened tliccnd of the toils of 
fo ^ if i^ey wovil^, have.perrnitted the 

co.,i?^c.a Iharp of the butdeo* which they 
inihedyas liincans to icl'cuc thenafroiTn that dread- 
fpl jndige^e tmder which they Jan^uilhr 
|f it werd allowable to form an opinion upon a 
fiibje!a^ which our profefllofl does hot give us a 
right to underhand, we might yenpure to affert, 
that when all thefe ivorks lhail be, Jruihed, thofe 
who woold, undertake, the. fiege of the Havannah, 
fhou^ begin by the Cavagpa and the Moro j be- 
oaufo,./ihele: forts 6n.ee , talcenj, the.town muft ©f 
copdedhtrender,; or be deftfoyed by the artillery 
, of thc. Moro. On the contrary, , if theji'lhould de- 
termine for . the ..town fide, the befiegers would 
fcarcely find themfelves in a better condition, even 
after they had taken it. Indeed, they would have 
it in their power to defixoy the dock-yards, ai^d 
the Ihips that might happen tO;be in, the harbour j 
but this would pfoduce.no pertpanent advantage. 
In order tOtcftabliih thcn^felves, .they mufli ftill be 
obliged to take theiCayagna axid tfii^ Moro, which 
ip all probability they wopy fii^ impohible, after 
.'the, lpfs;thoy..nyalb;h3yC:fhdaHi^ y’ .the attack qf 
the town ^nd ks fortrelie^ ' " ' 

,^gu^';i(rhateYer’plan, jdaF'.hcpurfucd m the-fiege 
of .this .p^ape,, 'the ;^d^ii|nt^i^w.^l _n have to 

combat ,thf aiw«ief-6h3. gWilon inctofed within, ,jts 
works-}, .thereWHf cpE|3sdikcwife, will 
pakc , the field,' and^ccm1%ually interrupt their ope- 
yatiops, ■ Cm^ ’f 1^. J^ili be compofed ,of two 
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fquadrons of European dragoona, well inK(m»ted, ^ 
armed and difciplined, and a company wf al^undbfed v^-vw* 
migrelets. To thcle may be added all thi4 itihafoi** 
tants of theifland, whices* molattoes* and free ne- 
groes, who are regimented to the dumber of ten 
thoufand men ; but as the greateft part of them 
have no idea of difcipliftc, they woiuld only create 
confufion. This, however, will not be the cafe 
with a regiment of cavalry of four fquadrons, and 
feven battalions of militia, which, fince the peace, 
they have accuftomed to perform their manoeuvres 
with aftonifhing regularity. Thefe troops armed, 
clothed, and accoutred at the expcncc of the go- 
vernment, and paid in time of war upon the foot- 
ing of regulars, are trained and commanded by 
majors, ferjeants, and corporals font from Europe, 
and picked from thcmoftdilliijguilhed regiments. 

Tlie fonning of tiiis militia colls an immenfe fum. 

Whether their fervice will be anlVerable to the cx- 
pence is die quellion, which future events alone 
can determine. But whatever may be the military 
fpirit of thefe troops, we may pronounce before- 
hand, that this eftablillimcnt, in a political view, 
is inexcul'able ; and for the foUOW!ng‘reafons ; 

The project of making foldlers of all the colo- 
nifts of Cuba, a malt unjufl: and deftructivc pro- 
jeft to all colonies, has been purfued with uncom- 
mon ardour. T he violence they have beiftn forcedi 
to ufe with the rnljabitimtSjtO makethem fubttiit to 
excrcifes which they were averfe from, has pro- 
duced no other effeds than that of increa^ng cheir 
natural love of repofe. They deteft thofc mecha- 
nical and forced movemeftti, which, not contri- 
D 4 ^ buting 
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® * bwtiflg in appear 

^•‘oy^' dk)ub^ 4 |»;i| 3 ^iSlf^ 1 fe 4 ^.i^^^ their feem-f 

' - who pro^ 

'h^f :i»o.'.iii^6f| ih .defending a 
i^vfei^enr h^,;whJch they «t*' ’e^p^fledf . ' This 
d'hiiyi6:i|»gitei^i:in;,cncrt, ,t^infdycs,,<^ even 
tOs^ is neceflary for . cokmting 

■-They W* i^tirely'left-joffblcaringj 

,j)i'aaftfhg,i aiid tilling fdr' a, nation,' which regards 
^hein in no ndhtst4ight thi^n asTabodre^ The 
■ eftablilhiiien&lOf thn tojlkia tsidpnt: a ftop to agrir 
gadget gradually 

iirtproying Iiave dimihidied, ahd will be totally 
loft' if < Spain . continues obtinately to ptirfur a 
pernicious fyfemv whk^ fa'lie principles have in- 
duced her to adopt. The rage of keeping up an 
army, I that madnei&, which, under pretence cf 
preheating wars, eaoouragcsthemi which, byin- 
trodi^ng dc^p:^m into. ;^vernmCnts, paves the 
way for rebeUidit among the people ; which, con- 
tinually draggirgitheiphabitant from his dwellug, 
and ibc huifb^diaiaji from his held, extinguiflies in 
theiri theildye of thpir country, by driving them 
, from their wbich overlcts nations, and catT 
.rieis thetd oyitf land andfea t that mefeenary pro- 
feOioh.pf War, fd dfi^ercut from the bajly niilitary 
Tpirir, f^ner.pf.iker.iw^l be.lhe,.itpib’pf Europe j 
,but,,mucb.fo9tter\'<^^^^ C!ddPidSt..an4>.'' p,^rhaps, 
firft , of all? ; of .thprc-^htch 'belong,.’’*^;; 

T h| .mo^'ejafeii^ej^inidjjn^ the 

, American 'Ardi^pdi|^,i^p<^fcdiy'%the,Spa . 
,The|feiiian<ls,, in ibd'uftripus .nation, 
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Jn their prefent ftate, they are vaft fore^tss, ej&l* ® ** 

biting only a frightful iblitudlii. Far from eoA-x Ci-iivw,# 
tributing to the ftrength and riehes of thus klngdilKn 
they belong to, they leire bnly to weaken and to 
exhauft it by the cxpences required to rqiaijrttaitt 
them. If Spain had attended pjroperiy to the poli- 
tical improvements of other nations, Ihe would 
have difeovered that feverd pf them owed their 
influence Iblcly to the advantages they haf® drawn 
from iflands, in every refpcA inferior to thofe 
which have hitherto only ferved the ignominious 
purpofe of fwelling the lift of the humberlefs and 
ufelefs poffelfions of tlie Spanifli crown. She would 
h;:.ve learned, that there is no other rational foun- 
daiion of colonies, efpecially of thole which have 
no mines, bur agriculture. 

It is not doing juftice to‘the Spaniards to fup- Th«Sp»- 
pofe, that they are naturally incapable of labour, "ncapaw* 
If we give the leaft attention to the exceflive fa- 
ngues which thofe of them who are concerned in 
contraband nadc fubmir to with the utrnoftpa- ntfttogrwt 
tience, we fhall fin 1 that their toils are infinitely 
more grievous thai any that attend the manage- 
ment a plantation. If they negledt to enrich 
themfelves by agriculture, it is the fault their 
government. If they were once freed from the 
tyranny of monopolies j if they were pennitted to 
buy the implements of hulbsndry at a moderate 
rate i if the produce of their cultivation was not 
fubje^l to fuch exorbitant duties } if they were not 
oppreft as foon as it is found that they begin to 
be fuccefsful ? if indudry was not looked upon as a 
dangerops virtue i if jntprefted individuds were not 

'ph-™M 
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permitted to cxercife an ^folute and venal autho- 
rity over them ^ they would throw off that habit of 
indolence and maftivity, by which Spain is almoft 
anniliilated. It is aftonifhing that a kingdom, 
wUclii under Charles the Vth, was as it were the 
head, which dire&ed all the motions of Europe, 
IhouM now be a feeble and lifclefs part of it j and 
that aflate, which makes the principal figure in the 
map of our continent, fhould make the moft con- 
temptible one in the Jiiftory of it. 

If Spain would recover from her infatuation, let 
her fupport her colonies- ^ The treafures of Mexico 
and Peru are at hand to give riches to the iflands i 
and the generous afliftance will be amply paid. 
All the pToduSions of the New world require a 
capital in advance ; fugar in particular demands a 
large fund, and the returns are proportionable to 
it. There i? not a Angle inhabitant at Trinidad, 
Margarctta, Porto-Rico, or St, Domingo, capable 
of the undertaking j and there are not above thirty 
at Cuba. All thefe unemployed, drooping colo- 
nifts, fcem to join in one common petition to die 
mother-country, for means to lhake off the lethargy 
in which they are plunged. Alas ! might the difin- 
terefted hiftorian, who neither feeks nor defires any 
thing but the general good of mankind, be per- 
mitted to futnifh them with thofe fentiments and 
expreffions, which the habit of floth, the rigour 
of government, and ptcjiidices of eVery kind feem 
to have precluded them from the ulfe of : thus 
would he in their name addrefs the court qf Ma- 
drid, wd the whole nation. 


« REFI.tCT 
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Reflect on -what we aCk from you, smd fee, ® 

« if you will not reap a centuple advantage by the 
*« valuable commodities we ftiall fupply to your 
** now expiring commerce. Tour navy, in- 
cre.ifed by our labows, will form the only bul- 
warfc that can preferve to yob thofc policIEons, 
which are now ready to efcape from your hands. 

** As we become more rich^ our confrlmption will 
** be the greater j and then the countty, which 
you inhabitj'and which droops with you, thoiigh 
” Nature herfelf invites it to fertility j^thofepUias, 
vvhicK pre'cnt m yoor eyes only a deferr i|iace, 

** and are a djfgrace to your laws and to your man- 
“ net., will be converted iato belds of ydenty. 

Your native Lnd will flourilh by indufrry and 
“ agriculture, jwhich have now forfahon you. The 
« rpiiugs of life and aifiivity, which ye will have 
” conveyed to ps through the channel of the fca, 

« Will flow back, and encompafs your dwellings 
with rivers -of abundance. But if ye are infen- 
Able to our complaints and misfortunes : if ye do 
« not govern us for our fakes : if we are only the 
vidims of our loyalty i recal to your minds that 
** ever, celebrated a;ra, in whkh a nation of unfor* 

** tunate and difeontented fubjo^ fhook off the 
yoke of your dominion ; and by their labours, 

« their fuccefs, and their opulence, juftified their 
revolt in the eyes of the whole world. They 
« have been flee near two centuries j and ihaJl we 
f ‘ frill have to lament, that we are governed by 
you ? When Holland broke in pieces the rod of 
*' iron, which cruflied herj when Ihe rofc from 
f( thedcjjthof fhe waters to rule over the fca j 

heaven, 
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» X3? ^ ** heaven, vdiife^iuf doul?t, rajfed her up as a monu- 

» V'*" nient of freedom, to point out to the nations of 

« the world die path of happinefs, and to intimi- 
date fairhlef^ kings who Would excKide them 
«' fromjt.” 

In effeifr, this commonwealth, which hath for a 
long time flood upon an equality with the greateft 
monarchies, rofe to that height in part by thepro- 
fperity of her colonies. What means IKe hath pur- 
fuecj to attain this end, we are now to confider. 
ThrO'tJj BtFpRE the difcoveryof the weftern coaft of 
’i'Ijvls Africa, dip to India by the Cape of Good 

Hope, and particularly before the difeoverj' of 
and America, the European nations fcarcely knew, or 
St Mjttir. vifited each other, except in making barbarous in- 
ti. Te Imui rurfions, the aim of which was plunder, ajid the 
iSiodi. confequence, deftru^Hon. Excepting a fmajl num- 
ber of tyrants, who, by opprefllng the weak, foipid 
means to fuppeat a luxury dearly purchafed, all 
the inhabitants of the different ffates were obliged 
to content themfelves with the meagre fubliftcnce 
furniihed them by lands ill cultivated, and a trade 
which extended only to the frontiers of each pro- 
vince. Thofe great events towards the end of the 
fifteenth century, which form one of the moft 
brilliant cpochas of the hiffpry of the world, did 
not produce fo ftiddfn a change of manners as 
might naturally be fuppofed. Some of the Hanfc- 
townsandfomeltalianrcpublicsjit is true, ventured 
as far as Cadiz and pfbon, which were become 
great marts, to purchafe ihe tare and valuable pro- 
duftions of the EAft^and Weft Indies j but the con- 
friniptibn was very fniall tlirough the inability of 
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the feveral nations to pay fortlifem. Moftof-them * *■ 

were languifhing in a ftate of abfblutc lethargy ? i— 
they were totally ignorant of the advantages and re* 
fourccs of the countries that belonged t0 tltein. 

To rouze them from this date of infenlibUity, 
there was wanting a people^ who, i|)riQgift|; fro^n 
nothing, 0touldinfpire adivity and inreUigence into 
every mind, and di^nfc plenty through every mar- 
ket i that Ihonld offer the produce of all coumrics 
at a lowp price, and es;change the fnpeHlnitiesof 
every nation for thofe comcnotliries which they wants 
that flfould give a quick circulation to produce 
merchandiCe and money? and, by facilitating and 
incrcafing confurnp^idti, Ihould encourage popu- 
lation, agriculture, and every branch of induftry. 

For all thefe advantages, Europe -is indebted to 
the Dutch. The blind multitude may be excufed 
in confining tlicmfelyes to the enjoyment of their 
profperity, without knowing the fources of it j .but 
it is incumbent on the philofopher and the politi- 
cian to tranfmit to pofterky the fame of the bene- 
fadors of mankintl? and to trace out, if it be 
poffible, the progrefs of their beneficence. 

When the generous inhabitants of the United 
Provinces freed theiiiafclyes from thedominion of the 
fea and of tyranny, they perceived that they could 
not fix the foundation of their liberty on a foil 
which did not afford the neceflaries of life* They 
were convinced, that commerce, which to.inpft na- 
tions is no more than an acee^on, a u^ans only 
of increafing tlie quantity and value of the produce 
of their relpedivc countries, was to them the foie 
balls of their exigence. Wldtout territory and 
S without 
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® ^ wirfiout f>rpaiK?lions,..th^<ietemine^ t<? give a va-. 

tliat di 4 if 

own Wowil'i:^ i 3 ic fcfult o£ the general prolperity, 

y firft.ftep was to among the na- 

tions of Ejurope* an exchan^ of the Commodities 
the notth with thole of the fouth. 'In a £hort 
, ti-tnC was coveied thC-lM^Cff'Hol- 
' land. lii her ports were colkStcd ail the commer- 
cial elF^s; of different conaerjes, and from thence 
they were dilpCrfed to, their itfpeaivc deffi^ations- 
Here dbe v^iSC: €ff cvei^ thihg was regulated, and 
widi ia nhoderataon which precluded all competi- 
tion. Theambidon of giving greater ftability and 
extent m her cntctprifes cjtCited, in the. republic 
a fpmt of coo'^wea Her-empire extended itfelf 
over a part of the Indian continent, and over all 
the illands in the fea tliat^ncom- 

P^es it. JBy herfottre;^ or her "fleets, flie kept 
in fu^jeclion !the,cdaJ(^' erfi, Africa,: towards w'hich 
her ambition, ever di)pet 9 :ed tO ufeftii objc€ls, had 
turned its attentive, and prudent views. But her 
laws were no, where ^^wledged .except in the 
countries beipngmg to Amerkai .where cultivation 
had.fowed the fee^.of r^ Wdtin The immenfe 
ch^n 'of her .conjicStions ’embraced,; the ,,univerle, 
of which, by toif^iiShftry, llic became the fowl. 
In a word,, &e Jiad attahiedthe uhive^ ^noti^rchy 
of commerce,. ‘ 

SucM was -the'ffate'of jthe’ ’PniOed .Provinces. ;in . 
1 66 1, when th*’PoFtHjgofefe,,mcpy«ringi^ 
fiom that languor ahd^iiii^ioa v^hkh 
of Spam had . 

to 
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to repoflefs themfelvcs of that part of Brafil which * 
the Dutch had taken from them. Ff6m thia fifft 
Broke, that republic would have loft all foot- * 
ing in the New world, had it not been for a few 
fmall i/landsj particularly th4tofCuraJ!(»u, which 
they had taken from the Caftilian^, who had been 
in pofTeffion of it ever fince isay* 

This rock, which is not above three leagues off 
the coaft of Venezuela, is about ten leagues long 
and five broad. It has an excellent harbour, but 
the entrance is difficult. The bafon is extremely 
large, and convenient in every refpe< 9 : i and is de- 
fended by a fort ikilfuUy conftru^d and always 
kept in good repair. 

The French, in 1:673, having corrupted thc^ 
commandant, landed there to the number of five 
or fix hundred men : but the treafon having been 
difeovered, and the traitor punifh^d, they met with 
a very different reception from what they expefted, 
and reimbarked with the difgrace of having ex- 
poled only their own wcaknefs^ and the iniquity 
of their meafurcs, 

Lewis the XIVth, whofc pride was hurt by this 
check, fent out d’Eftrees five years after with 
eighteen ftiips of war, and twelve buccaneering 
v^els, to wipe off the ftain, which in his eyes 
tarnifhed the glory of a reign filled with wonders. 

The admiral .was not far from the place of his 
deftinadon, when by his ralhnefs and obftinacy he 
ran Kis fhips aground on Davis's ifland j and, after 
collcifting the Ihattered remains of his fleet, re- 
turned in very bad condidon to Breft, without 
having attempted any thing. 


FroN 
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From this period neither Curaflbu, n(jf the little 
iflands Arubsi' and Bohairej whidh ,are dependent 
on it; ha:^ mct wkh any diilu^^^ No nation 
has thot^ht df^ieizing upon a barren fpot, where 
they could find only a few cattiej fonje manioc# 
fossie Vegetables proper to feed. Haves, and not one 
article for commerce. 

St. EuSatia is of very little moire confequence* 
Thisifland, which is about five le^ucs in circurn- 
fcrcnce, is properly nothing but a fteep rnoiintain 
riling out of the fea in the form of a cone. It has 
no port, and "is confined to a bay, which docs not 
flxiftly belong to it. Some Frenchmen, who had 
been driven from St. Chriftopher’^s, took refuge 
there in i6a^, and abandoned the place fome time 
• after i becaufe, befides the bartennefs of the rock; 
there was no frelh water, but what they got from 
rain colledicd in aftefns. The exaft time of their 
quittingitisnotknown} but itiscertain,thatm 1639 
theDutch Were in pttScfiion of it. They were after- 
wards driven out the Englilh, and thefc by 
Lewis the XIVth, who caufed his right of con- 
queft to be recognized in the negociation of Breda# 
and would not liftCn to the reprefehtations of the 
republic, with which he was thep in fiance, and 
which prefled fitrongiy for the reftitution of this 
illand, as having been in pofibffioh of it before the 
war. When the figning of the peace had put an 
end to thefe reprefentations, the Frfench monarch, 
whofc pridc'mmc readily fiibrnittied to the didates 
of generofi ty than of j ufti Ce, thou^t it nor confift en t 
with his dignity to take advantage o. «he misfor- 
tunes of his friends. He, of his own accord re- 

ftored 
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llbrcd to the Dot-ch their iflamdi idthoug-h he knew 
that it was a natural foitrefs, which might be of 
fervicc in defending that part of Sti Ghrifto]^er’s 
which belonged to him.. ■ 

St. Euftatia produces, fbme tobaccoj and ne^ 
fix hundred thoufand weight of fugar. The num- 
ber of inhabitants, employed in agficpldire* coii- 
fifts of one hundred and twenty white*, and tweive 
hundred black pfepple; the trader^ amount to about 
five hundred white perfons * and tp twelve or fif- 
teen hundred, whenever this place has the happi* , 
nefs of being neuter in time of war. 

Notwithstanding its we^tnefs* it has fpared 
fomeof its numbei; to people aneighbouring ifland* 
known by the name of Saba* This is a fteep 
rock, on the fiimmit of which is a little ground* 
very proper for gardeningt , Fiequent rains which 
do not lie any time on jche foil* give growth to 
plants of an exquifite flavouri and cabbages of an 
extraordinary fize. Fifty European, farnilies* with 
about onehlindted and fifty fiaves, here taife cotton* 
fpin it, make ftockings of it* andfell them to othei* 
colonies as high as ten crowns* . a pajr* Through- 
out America there is no blood fo pure as that of 
Saba* the women there preferve a frelhnefs of 
complexion, which is not to be foUnd in any other 
of the Caribbee iflands. Happy colony ! elevated 
on the top of a rock, between thd Iky and fea, it 
enjoys the benefit of both elements, without dread- 
ing their ftolins * it breathes a pure air, lives upon 
vegetables, cultivate^ a fimpk Commodity, from 
which it derives cafe without the .temptatibn of 

• 1 1. 6 s. 3 dl. . ' * 

£ riches i 
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X riches ; is employed in labours lefs troublelbmc 
c— than nfefujj and pofielTes in peace all the blcfllngs- 
of moderation, health,, beauty, and jiberty. This 
is the temple of peace, froili whence the philofo- 
pher may contemplate at leifure the errors and 
paiSops of men, who come, like the waves of the 
fea, to jftrike and tjafh, theinfelves on the rich coaflrs 
of America, the Ipoils andpoflefllon of which they 
arc perpetually contending for, arid wrefting from 
each other: hence may he view at a diftaiice the 
nations of Europe bearing thunder in the midft of 
the ocean, and burning witli the damc^of ambition 
and avarice under the heats of the tropics, de- 
vouring gold without ever being fatisfied, wading 
through feas of blood to atnafs thofe mctiils, thofe 
pearls, thofe diamonds, which are tried to adorn 
tlie opprelTors of mankind ; loading innumerable 
Ihips with thofe precious calks, which furnilh 
luxury with purple,, and frtjm which flow pleafures, 
cfivminapy, cruelty, and debaucliery. The tran- 
quil inhabitant of , Saba views this mafs of follies, 
and fpins in peace the cotton, which conilitutea all 
his finery and Wealth* 

UxMit the lame climate lies the ifland of St, 
Martin, which, is about fifteen or fixteen leagues 
round, and contains a coritiderable number of hills, 
which arc fo many rocks covered with heath* The 
findy fori of its plains- and vallies which is in itfelf 
barren, can only be rendered fruitful. by Ihowcrs, 
which happen fcldoUil and are lefs beneficial in 
proportion as they are exhaled by the fun, or drain 
off from the places where they fall. With fomc 
care, tkele cafual rcfrclhments might be preferved 
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in rcfcrvoirs, and diitribut^d from thencefo as to ® ° ® ^ 
produce plenty. As to this ifland* which >— 

has no river, is furniihcJ with i*prings and ciflcrns, 
which ftipply the inhabitants with very good wa- 
ter. The air is very Wholefome, the coaft abounds 
with filh, the fea is feldom tempdtuoys, and there 
is fafe anchorage all roUpd the ifland. 

The Dutch and French, who met there in 1638, 
lived in peace, but feparate from each other, when 
the Spaniards, who were at war with both nations, 
chofe to attack them in their new fcttlement ; beat 
them, made ^liem prifoners, and took po/TelTion of 
the place themfelves : but the conqueror foon grew 
weary of an eilabliihment which brought no pro- 
fit, and cuft 400,000 livres * a year. He there- 
fore quitted it in 1648, after having deftroyed 
every thing he could not carry away with him. 

These devaftations did not hinder the former 
poffeffors from returning to the ifland as foon as 
they knew that it was evacua.ted. They mutudly 
agreed never to dlfturb each other’s peace, and 
liave preferved inviolably this .engagement, which 
was cquallyforthe advantage of both. The difputes 
between their refpedive nations did not in the lead 
alter thefc dlfpofitions j and m uninterrupted peace 
reigned among them till the year 1757, when the 
French were driven, out by the commander of art 
Englilh privateer, named Cook ; but they returned 
again as foon as hoflilities ceafed. 

Of about fifty thoufand acres pf land, which this 
ifland contains, thirty-flve thouland belong tp the 
French. Thiis great extent wbidd employ ten thou- 

• About 17,500!. fterlipgi 
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f^d pcrfons i and it, is not improbable, that the 
progrcfs of .cultivation may ope day increafe their 
n, umbers to that . amounti^ jf! ;^e rigour of our 
governments in Europe flwuld give birth to liberty 
in Awtic** In 1753 there pot rnore than 
one hundred iuid wo white inhabitants^ and one 
hundred .and eighty-five flavcs* Their cattle con- 
iifteii of thirty-leven horfes, ninety-one bulls and 
cows, .315 Iheep, and 458 ^atis* Eor their fubfifl:- 
encc they cultivated i7j,Sob baiiana- trees, eighty- 
four plots of yams or potatoes, and 8a, 000 trenches 
of rnanioc. , The, produce of 4a5^,,6op cotton trees 
was all they bad to trade wlth^ ' 

The line of reparation, drawn from call to well, 
which confines the tiutch within, a'fmaller compafs,. 
has made them ample atnends,. by giving them 
polTeffion of the only port in the bland, and of a 
large fak-pit, which brings them in annually two 
hundred tlioufahd crowns *. They have, befides 
thefe, their fugar-wdrks, which employ three thou- 
fand flaves; their labour, however, never turns 
tp account but in wet feafons. 

Both colonies hive of late taken up die culti- 
vation of coffee wtb good fiiccefs. This article 
may, pethaps, ip time fet dwOT' a^e their diffi- 
culties } a profpebti which at,pr!5ieftt; is tnore diftant 
Jo the Ercnch .than to die Butuh., 

T HE'fetrlemieptS; tlie latter ’m the, "great Ar- 
chipelago -of 'ifimerica, „do not' thus,' f?r upon' the 
fiilt view, prefet/sm^,' thihg curjipuf 'of intcrefting. 
Their prodiice, ^^^iS'fcaf;c^fufe.qient 'm 
fotinor five,;mo4e|;^;fcireIs, 'worth any 

: ' ■■ ' degree 
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degree of attenitioni and they ■would accordidg^J^ ® m — 
have been configned to oblmbs, if fome of 
■which arc of no confequence in cul£iyatioii> wet* ” ' - 

HOC very confidcrable in cdtriinerce. This is u> 1be 
underftood of St. Euftatia ahd 'GuraiTou,' ‘ , ■ 

The defire, of forming, a contrabi^d IhtctGodrfe 
with the Spaniih main, was the caufc ofthe con- 
queft of Cuf affou. In a iliort 'time a gteat num- 
ber of Dutch fiiij>s arrived there s thby Were of 
force, apd well equip|ied': their crews confined of 
choitlljl^, whofe courage was feconded by their 
inter® Each of them had a ihare in the cargos 
which he was refolved to defend at the rifque of 
his life againfi: the attacks of the guarda-coftas. 

After a time, the rbethod of fcarryiiag on this 
trade was changed. CuralTou itfelf became an im- 
aneni'e magazine, to which the^Spaniards reibrted in 
their bojtsto exchange their gold, filver, vanilla^ co- 
coa, cochineal, bark, Ikins, and mules, for negroes, 
linen, filks, India fluffs, fpices, laces, ribbands, 
quick filver. Heel, and iron ware. Thefc voyages, 
tliough they were continual, did not prevent a mul- 
titude of Dutch floops from pafSngfrom their ifland 
to the creeks on the continent. The wants, the fup- 
piies, the labours, and the voyages of the two nations 
were reciprocal, and made theiir coafts a moft aftive 
feene of trade, tliough diey were rivals in com- 
merce, and equally covetous of gain. The modern 
fubftitution of regiftcr-fhips, in th(^ place of’ 
kons, has made this communication Icfs frequent j 
but itwill be reyivfed, and even increafed, whenr 
ever by the ihtcryention of wartbe immediate com- 
munication with fh6 Spaiiilhimajii iball bC cut off. 

E 3 Ti« ■ 
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* .The difputcs fee, tween, dic.touits -of London and 

V’erfailies open a new ipherc ’of aciipn for Curaf- 
fou. . Atthcfe times it fijrnilhes provifions to all 
the fojothern caaft of St, Doming;©, smd takes ofF 
all its pmduce. This trade will inercafe in proi 
portion ; to the progrefs that part of tlie French 
colony ,&ail malie, and of which -it has confidcr- 
ahlc oppprtunkies. Even the French privateers 
froni the Windward iflands repair in great 'num- 
bers to Curaflbn in the tinnes of hoftilhies, lio^ith- 
ftapding the diftance. The reafoh is, ;t||j|^cy 
find there all kinds of neceflary fiofes^ira^heir 
vciTels i ■ and frequently SpahiQi, but always Euro- 
pean goods, which are uwverfally ufed. Englilh 
privateers fcldom cruize, in thefe parts. 

Evjery commodity, wi^tout exception, that is 
landed at CuraObu, , pays one per tent, port- 
duty. Dutch goods are never taxed higher : but 
thofe that arc fliipped from other European ports, 
pay nine per cent. more. Foreign coffee is fub- 
je6t to the fame in order to promote the fale 
of that of Surinam. , Eyery other produ3;ion of 
America is fubjed,only to a payment of three 
per cent, but with an ejfprefs ftipulation, that they 
are to be conveyed directly to Ipme port of tlie 
republic. 

. St. Euftaiia was formerly fubje^t to the fame 
impofitiom as CuralTou i but they were taken, off 
at the beginning qf the late war, Tt derived this 
benefit from its neighbourhood to theOanilh illand 
of St. Thomas, which .being a free.port, engroffed 
,4 great part of. its trade. Under the prefent regu- 
|atipn, its contraband trade in time of peace is 

chiefly 
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cliiefljr confined to the barter of EngUfh cod for 
the molaffcs and rums of the French iflands. 

A flace ofhoftiUty between tlie courts of London 
and Verfaillcs opens a ver^ large field to St. Eu- 
flatiaj which is enriched by their divifions. In 
the laft war it became the ftapic of almoft all the 
merchandife of the French colonies, and the gene- 
ral magazine of fupply for them. But this great 
operation was not conduded fingly by the Dutch : 
both Engiifh and French united in the harbour of 
this ifliuid, tofornn, under flieltcr of its neutrality, 
commercial engagements. A Dutch paffport, 
which coll 2^2 livres *, and w'lS granted without in- 
quiring of what nation the perfon was who applied 
for It, kept their connedions from public view. 
This great liberty gave rife to numberJefs tranfac- 
tions between perfons very finguiarly fituated with 
regard to each oflier. Thus commerce found the arc 
of pacifying or eluding the vigilance of diLord. 

But the Dutch, who are equally mailers of the 
art of convening either the good or bad fortune of 
others to their own profit, arc not confined to the 
temporary advantages of a precarious trade in the 
New world. They are in poffeflion of a large ter- 
ritory, wliicli they cultivate. On the continent. It 
is feparated from the French Guiana by the river 
Marazoni, and by that of Poumaran from Spanifli 
Guiana } and known by the name of Surinam, the 
moll ancient and moft important fcttlcmcntin the 
colony. 

The foundation of it was laid in 1640, by the 
French, whofe activity carried them at that tirhe 

* About III. llerlittg. 
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into a variety of climates, and whofe ficklencfs fuP» 
fered them not to fettle in any. They abandoned 
Surinam a few years after they arrived there, and 
were fucceeded by the Englilh j whofe diligence 
began to be attended with fomc fuccefs, when they 
were attacked in 1667 by the Dutch, who, finding 
them difperfed over a vaft trafl: of l^nd, had little 
difficulty in fubduing them. Some years after they 
were, to tlie number of twelve hundred, tranf- 
ported to Jamaica, and the colony was formally 
ceded to the republic. 

Their, fubjedls, whofe foie occupation was 
commerce, had not the leaft tafte for agriculture. 
Surinam was for fome time a monument of the 
prejudices of its new mafters. At length, the com- 
pany, which governed the country, cut down 
woods, divided part of the land among the inh.tbi- 
tants, and furniflied them with flaves. All perfons, 
who were dcfirous of occupying thefe lands, ob- 
tained grants of them upon an engagement to pay, 
by inftallments out of their produce, tlie p/TJce at 
which each lot was valued: and they had the further 
privilege of difpofing of them to any purchafer, 
who would agree to pay .whatever part of the ori- 
ginal debt remained due. 

T HE fuccefs of thefe firfc fettlements gave rife to 
a great number of others. By degrees they ex- 
tended to twenty leagues diftanccTrom the mouth 
pf the Surinam, and of the Commcnwinc, which 
runs into itj and would have advanced much 
fiirther, if they had not been checked by the 
fugitive negroes, who, taking refuge in inac- 
ctflible forefts, where they have recovered their 

liberty^ 
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liberty, never ceafe to infeft the back parts of 
the colony. 

The difficulties which attended the clearing of 
thefe lands, required that uncommon refolntion 
which is ready to attempt, and that perfeverance 
which is capable of furnnoimting every thing. The 
greateft part of the lands which were to be made 
fit for cultivation, were covered with water every 
tide to the depth of four or five feet. By making 
great numbers of ditches and fluices, they fuc- 
ceeded in draining them j and thus the glory of 
fetting bounds to the ocean was acquired by the 
Dutch in the New world, as it had been before in 
the Old. They contrived even to give to their plan* 
rations that neatnefs which is every where a cha- 
ra< 5 toriflic of them, and fuch conveniences as arc 
not to be found in the moft flouriflring cither of 
the Knglifh or French fettlements. 

One of the principal circumftances, tc which 
they owe their fuccefs, has been the eittreme cafe 
with which the fettlers procured money to carry on 
their works. They raifed as much as they could 
make ufe of at the rate of fix per cent, but under 
an exprefs condition, that their plantations fhould 
be mortgaged to their creditors, and that they 
fhould be obliged to deliver to them their whole 
produce at the price current in the colony, till fuch 
fime as the debt fhould be entirely paid oC 

With the afllftance of thefe loans, they formed 
upon the banks of the Surinam, or at a little dif* 
tance from it, 425 plantations, upon which, in 
1762, were 84,500 blacks, and 4000 white men 
as overfeers. Among the latter, are included 

French 
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® Preach refugees, Moravians, and a veiy conGder- 

*— 4v 4^ able number of Jews. There is, perhaps, no 
coujitry upon earth where this unhappy nation is 
fo y^il' treated. They not only permit them to' 
enjoy, the exercife of their religion, the property 
of lands,; and the determination of dilputes which 
arife among themfelves ). they fuffer them likewife 
to participate of the common rights of citizens, to 
have a lharc in die general adminiftration of affairs, 
and to vote in the eieflions of public magiftrates. 
Such is the influence of the fpirit of trade, that it 
forces all national and religious prejudices to lufa- 
mit to that general interefl, which fhould be the 
bondof union amongmankind. What are thofeidle 
nominal diftinclions' of Jews, Lutherans, French, 
or Dutch? Miferable inhabitants of a fpor, which 
ye cultivate with fo much toil and forrow ; are ye 
not all men ? Why then do ye drive each other 
from a world, where ye live but for an inflant ? 
And what a life too is it, that ye have tlic folly and 
cruelty to difpute with each other the enjoyment 
of? Is it not fuffleient, that the elements, the 
heavens, and even the earth, fight againfl: you, 
but ye muft add to thofe fcourges, v/ith which na- 
ture has furrounded you, the abufe of that little 
ftrength flie has left you to refiit them ? 

Faramabiro, the principal place of the colony 
of Surbam, is a fmall town pleafantly fituated. 
The houfes are pretty, and convenient } though 
they are only built of wood upon a foundation of 
European bricks. . Its port, which is five leagues 
diftant from the fea, has every requifite that can be 
delbed. It is the rendeavous of all the Ihips dif- 
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patched from the mother-country, to .receiire tl»ie ■ 
produce of the colony. ' ‘ ■' .. 

The fuccels of this cftablifliiiiotjt fuggelj:e 4 -*n 
1732, the idea of forming another upon dw riyser. 
Berbice,, which falls into the fea nineteen leagues 
weft of the Surinam. The ftiorerat its mouth were 
fo marfhy, that they found it rtecefthry' to go fifteen . 
leagues up the ftream ,in order to form plahtatbns 
on its banks. A nation, that hfad tn;adf oven the 
fea habitable, it can fcarcely Jbe ftippofed* would 
yield to fuch an obftaclc. A new caompany had 
the glory of raifing new produ6tidns in's foil taken 
from the bed of the fea, and the oar gave place to 
the plotigh-flrare, ■ ■ , 

The lame prodigy has fince been attempted by 
another aflociation, and with tlte fame fuccefs, on 
the Demcrary and Effeqtiebe, . which fall into the 
fame bay at twenty leagues diftance from Berbice, 
and upon the Poumaran, at fifteen leagues from 
the Eirequebe, and twenty-five from the principal 
mouth of the Oronooko. The two laft colonies 
will probably foine time or other equal that of Su- 
rinam; but at prefent they do not reckon that 
there are more than twelve hundred free perfons 
there, at the liead of twenty^eighr, or thirty- 
thoufand flaves. ‘ ' ' 

These three fettlements produce cxadfcly the 
fame articles; cotton, cocoa, and fugar. Though 
the laft of thefels much the moft confiderabic, jthe 
quantity does not anfwer either to the humbef of 
hands, or - the pains they take about it. This 
defe<ft arifos, no doubt, from the nature of the 
foil, which is too inarfoy, wi^i hy its fiipcrabun- 
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* Xi?. ** humidity dfowns cw wafhes away the vegeta- 
iwt-vw' ble falts and juices of, the cane. The little profit 
tliey iiiiadc of it induced the planters to turn their 
i^Kju^ts to fonie other obje<5li and^ about the bc- 
^nRihg of this century, they tcxik up the culti- 
vation bf the coffee-tree. 

This tree, originally the produce of Arabia, 
where hatute, fcantily fupplying the neceffaries of 
life, fcaitters its iusuries with a lavifh hand, was 
longthefavouritc plant of tliat happy country. The 
unfuccefsful attempts made by the Europenns in 
the cultivation of it, induced them to believe that 
the inhabitants of that country ffeeped the fruit in 
boiling water, or dried it in the oven before they 
fold it, in order to fccure to themfelves a trade 
from which they derived all their wealth. They 
contimied in this error, till they had conveyed the 
tree itfelf to Batavia, and afterwards to Surinam ; 
when they were convinced by experience, that the 
feed of the coffee-trec, as well as of many other 
plants, will never come to any thing, unlefs it is 
put frefti into the ground. < 

Th® fruit of this plant refembles a cherry. It 
grows in clufters, and is ranged along the branches 
under the axillae of the leaves, of the fame green as 
thofe of the laurel, but Ibmeihing longer. When 
it comes to be of a deep red, it is gathered and 
carried to the milh 

The mill is compofed bf two ^boden rollers, 
furniihed with two plates of iron, eighteen inches 
long, and ten or twelve in diameter; thefe are 
moveable, and are m^e to approach a third, 
which is fixed, * which they call the chops. 

Above 
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Above the rollers is, a hopper, io wWch 
the cofFce, from whence it fails, Ifetvfcep ^c'^ll^ t-v-rf 
and the chops, ^herfe it is ftrtpfof its 
and dhddcd into two parts, as^may 1^ feeh by ll^ 

form of it after it has undei^ne thw j^at^h, 
being flat on one .flde, a^d 
From this machine It fallk into' a b#($ ^^5 

the fkin drops betw;^n lt3ie Wi imit 

Aides over them into batopiaced teadjrm r^ 
it: it is then 

where it foaki for one night, and is, ^rwards 
thorou«yhlv wafhed. When the whole is finifhed, 
and wdl Lied, it is:jmUnto ano^er machine, 
which is called the peding-h^ii). This is a wooden 
grinder, which is turned verticdly updn its treadle 
by a mule or a horfe. Inpaffingoveir thedrkdeoflee 
it takes off the parchment, vdiicH iS nolhbg but 
a thin (kin that detaches itfelf from the .berry, in 
proportion as it grows dry. The parchment being 
removed, it is taken out of this mill to be winnowed 
in another, which is called the winnowing-mill. 

This madiine is provided with four pictes of tin 
fixed upon an axle, wluch is turned by a flave with 
confiderable force j and the wind that is made by 
the motion of thefe plates, clears tl^ coffee of all 
the pellicles that are mixed with it. , Itis afterwards 
put upon a table, where the broken berries, and 
any filth that may happen- to reradn, 
by negroes. Auer , thefe op^mdons the coffee is 

fitforfale. , ,i , . 

Tse ti-ee, which produces it, flourimcs only in 

thn fe climates where the, .winter's . ^e extren^y 

mild. The curious raife them <^ly la hbt^houfes,^ 

. where- 
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* ^ where they wiiter therhfreqwntlyj and this merely 

for the pleallire of feeiing . 

Thse- coffee-tree ddights particularly in hills 
and'mduiataijrts, where its root is aimoft always 
diiyi and its head frequently ii^tefied with gentle 
flbowers. It^pretefs a w'cftern afpesS;, and ploughed 
ground without any appearance of grafs. The 
plants fliouid be {ikced at eight feet diHance from 
eilch other, ahd in holes twelve or fifteen inches 
deep. If'left to tlfeliftfelves they would rife to the 
height of twcnfcy ’feet j fetit they are ftinted to five, 
for the lake of gathering their' fruit with greater 
cafe. Thus ' dwairft they extend their branches, 
fp that they cover the whole fpot round about 
them. 

Th£ coffee-ti*ee bloffoms in the months of De- 
cember, January, and February, according to die 
temperature of the air or the feafon for rain, and 
bears in Oftoberor November. It begins to yield 
fruit the third year, but is dot in full bearing till 
the fifth* With die feme infirmities that moll 
other trees are fubjcA to, it is likewife in danger 
of being deftroyed either by a worm, that pierces 
its root, or by the darting rays of the fun^ which 
are as fatal to it as to the human fpecies. The 
length of its life depends upon the quality of the 
foil it is planted in. The hills where it is chicdly 
found have a gravelly or chalky bottom. In one 
of thefe it languiihes for toe time, and then 
dies; in the other, its foots, which feldom fail of 
ftriking between the ftones,. obtain nouriihmcnt, 
invigorate the trunk, and keep die tree alive and 
fruitful for thirty years. 
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This is nearly the period for plants pC^tlte P x» * 
cofFee-tree. The proprietor at the end of 
not only finds himfelf without treesi but has; his 
land lb. reduced, that it is not fit for any kind 
of culture., One may fairly. 1%^ he hf 5 funk his 
capital for an income of a very fliort oontinuanec. 

If his fituatioa happens to be in. an ifiand entirely 
inclofed and occupied, his .^lofs. is not , to be re- 
paired > but upon an open, , and widely i^teiifive 
continent, he may makehimleifamends.for alpot 
.totally exhaullediby a tra^S: of unappropriated and 
unbroken virgin land, whiplv it is .at his own option 
to clear. This advantage has contributed amaz- 
ingly to multiply the cofiee plantations in. that paft ■ 
of Guiana that belongs to the I>utch. 

The fingle colony of Surinam furn iflicd in 1 7 6 8 
one hundred thoufand weight of cotton, two hun- 
dred thoufand of cocoa, fourteen millions of coffee, 
and twenty-eight millions fix hundred thoufiind of 
raw fugar. Seventy fiiips were freighted with thefe 
commodities to bring them to the mother-country. 

It is not poffible for us to determine lyith the fame 
precifion the produce of the other colonies j but 
we lhall not be very wide of the truth in letting it 
at one-fourth part. It may and will increafe con- 
fiderably. Every IpeCics of .cultivation, they have 
yet undertaken, will be extended and improved. 

They will, perhaps, attempt new -ones ; at leaft, 

.they will refume that of indigo, which a few un- 
fuccefsful experiments induced tliem to ^andoh 
without lulRcicnt realbft. 

It is true, that the coaft, which is, fevrenty^fix 
leagues in extent, does not afford a fingle fpot for 

plantation. 
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* ^ plantation. The land throughout is low and al** 

V - y w ways under water. But the great rivers, upon 
which fettiements have begun to be made, and the 
leaft of which is navigable for more than thirty 
leagues, give a ftrong invitation to enterprifing 
men to come and enrich themfelveson their banks. 
The country that lies between thefe, is fruitful, 
and watered by fmaller rivers, which are, how- 
ever, large enough to carry Hoops. • The only ob- 
ftacle to great fuccels is the climate. The year 
is divided between continual rains and exceffive 
heats. The crops, which coft the planters vaft 
pains to raife, are not to be preferved, without 
the utmoft difficulty, from fwarms of difgufting 
reptiles : and they themfclvcs are expofed fuccef- 
fively to the languors of the dropfy, and to fevers 
of every kind. 

This is undoubtedly the reafon which has in- 
duced the principal proprietors of Dutch Guiana 
to refide in Europe. There are fcarcely to be 
found in the colony any inhabitants, but the flictors 
of thefe wealthy men, and fuch proprietors, whofe 
fortunes are too moderate to admit of their in- 
trufling the care of their plantations toother hands* 
For this reafon, their conffimption cannot be large: 
accordingly die veffels, which are fent from the 
mother- country to bring home their produce, carry 
out nothing but, abfolutc neceffaries } at icaft, if 
there are ever any articles of luxury, it is but 
feldom. Even this fcanty fupply die Dutch tra- 
ders are forced to ffiare with the Engiilh of 
North America* 


Thos* 
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Those foreigners were at firft admitted only be-r ® 
fcaufe the colony was under a neceffity of purchaf- v * ...* 
ing hori'es of them. The difficulty of breeding* 
and, perhaps, other caufes, have eftabliflicd this 
permiffion. The bringing horlfis is fo indilpcn- 
fable a paflport for the men, that a Ibip which does 
not carry a number proportionate to its fizc is not 
admitted into their harbours* But if the horfts 
happen to die in the palTage,, it is fufficient that 
their heads are produced j which entities the owners 
to expofe to fale other commodities, with which 
they may have ftocl^ed themfelves in liai of their 
horfes. There is a law forbidding payments to 
be made otherwife than by barter of mdaifes and 
rum; but this law is little attended to. The 
Engliffi, who have ufurped the right of importing 
thither whatever they pleafe, take care to export 
the moft valuable commodities of the colony, and 
even exaft payments in money or bills of exchange 
on Europe. Such is the law of force* whicii re- 
publics apply, not only to other nations, but to each 
other. The Englifh treat the Dutch pretty much 
in the fame manner as the Athenians did the peo- 
ple of Melos. It has ever been the cafe, faid they to 
the inhabitants of that idand, that the weakeft 
fubmiis to the firon^efi : this lavs is not of our mak- 
ing ; it is as old as the world, and will fuhfifi as 
long as the world endures. This argument, which 
is fo well calculated to fuk the purpofes of in- 
juftice, brought Athens in its turn under the domi- 
nion of Sparta, and at length deftroyed it by the 
hands of die Romans. 
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® ^ Various are the opinions with refpeft to the 

' — dangers which Dutch Guiana may be expofed to. 
wMcMhr It be our bufinefs to obtain fome fixed idea on 
Sts'^I’reei^ tliis important point. In the firft inftance, an in- 
poftd. vafion by any of the European powers, would be 
eafily effedled. Their largeft ftiips could enter the 
river Poumaran, the mouth of which has feven or 
eight fathom depth of water,, which goes, con- 
tinually increafing, to forty fathoirtrSt the diftance 
of four or five leagues. The little fort of New 
Zealand, which proteds the banks,.could not ftand 
their artillery for two hours. The entrance of the 
Deinerary, which has from eighteen to twenty and 
twenty-four fathom of water, and has not lefs than- 
fifteen or fixteen through the fpace of four leagues,, 
and is totally defenedefs, would be fiill more eal’y. 
The outlet of the Efiequebe, which is three leagues 
in breadth, is filled with fmall iflands and fliallows v 
but here, as well as all along the courfc of the 
river, are found channels deep enough to bring 
the largeft ftiips up to an ifland ten leagues di- 
ft-ant from the fea, and defended only by a mifer- 
able redoubt. And though the fiver Berbice, 
which is. one league broad, can fcarcely admit the 
fmalleft veflels,. they would carry fufficient force 
to reduce Fort Naffau, and the fcattered lettlc- 
ments on both its banks. All the weftern part of 
Dutch Guiana is fcarcely in a. condition to refill 
the attack of an enterprifing cruizer; but would 
iafaiiibly be obliged to capitulate on the fight of 
the moft contemptible fquadron. 

The eaftern part, which, by its wealth, is ex- 
pofed to greater danger, is better defended. The 

entrance 



iK THE EAST AKD WEST INDIES. ' 67 

fentrance of the Surinam river is not very pra£ti- ® ® ^ 

cable on account of its fand-bank. Ships* how- v-, ^ ■/ 
ever, that do nbt draw more than twenty feet wa- 
ter, can come in at flood. At tWo leagues from 
its outlet, the Commenwine joins the Surinam* 

This point of union the Putch have principally 
fortified. They have created a battery on the Su- 
rinam, another on the right bank of the Commen- 
wine, and on the left bank, a citadel called Am- 
fterdam. Thefc works form a triangle^ and their 
fires, which crofs each other, are contrived to have 
the double effe<5l of preventing Ihips from proceed- 
ing further up one river, and from entering into 
the other. The fortrefs is fituated in the middle 
of a fmail morafs, and is inaccefllble, except by a 
narrow caufeway entirely commanded by theartil- 
Icry. It requires no more than ei^t or nine hun- 
dred men to garriibn it completely. It is flanked 
with four bafbions, and furrounded with a mud 
rampart, a wide ditch full of water, and a good 
covered way : for the reft, it is unprovided with 
powder magazines, has no vaults, nor any kind of 
calemate. Three leagues higher up on the? Suri- 
nam is a clofe battery, intended to cover the har- 
bour and town of Parambiro. It is called. Fort 
Zeland. A battery of the fame kind, which they 
call Sommefweit-fort, covers the Commenwine at 
nearly the fame diftance. The forces of the co- 
lony confift of its militia and twelve hundred re- 
gulars j one half of whofe pay is fupplied by the 
inhabitants, and the other by the company. 

This number of men would be more than fufli- 
cient, if they had nothing to guard againft but the 

F 3 efforts 
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efforts of the natives. The few favages, who en- 
deavoured to keep poJTeffion of places that fuited 
the Dutch, have been exterminated. The reft 
kept retreating further into the inland parts, in 
proportion as they found the Europeans encroach- 
ing upon them } and live quietly in thofe woods; 
which, by ferving them as an afylum, arc become 
as dear to them as the country from which they 
have been driven. 

But the colony has not the fame degree of fe- 
curity with refpeft to the negroes. When thefc 
miferable creatures, who are brought from Africa, 
are expofcd to fale, they are placed one after an- 
other upon a table, and examined with the moll 
minute attention by a furgeon employed by the go- 
vernment. According to his report, the prices of 
them are fettled, and the money is ufiially paid at 
the end of three weeks. The purchafer, how- 
ever, has four and twenty hours allowed him to 
judge from his own obfervation, of the goodnefs of 
his bargain. If within that time he is dilfatisficd 
with the choice he has made, he has a right to re- 
turn what he has taken without any ceremony or 
indemnification; provided he has not fet hisfeal 
ttpon them. This feal is a fiiver plate, on which 
are engraved the initials of his chriftian and fur- 
name r after heating it, they apply it to the arm 
or breaft of the Have, and the n>arks thus burned 
in can never be effaced. The ufe of this bar- 
barous pradicc is to enable them to diftinguifh 
thofe whofc features arc not fufficiently charac- 
terifed for European eyes. 


Nothing 
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Nothing is more tincommoh in the Dutcli fet- ® %a.^^ 
tlements than to fee a flare made free. H* eia^dt 
obtain his liberty but by becoming a chriffian j and 
before they are authoriiedto adniinifter ba^tifal to 
him, they mull purchafe letters of freedom, which 
coft four hundred litres *. Security muft alfobe 
given for his maintenance during life, left he fhotild 
become a burden to the company, or Ihould be in- 
duced to increafe thfe number of the enemies of 
the colony, which is already too great. When 
we add to thefe expences the loJ's of the original 
purchafe-money, we may fafely venture to con- 
clude, that the franchifement of a Have cannot be 
common among a people with whom avarice is the 
ruling, if not the only pafllon. 

The plantejs a, re are fa far from giving way 
to thefe a(5ts of humanity, that they have carried 
opprdlion to infinitely greater lengths, than it 
has been extended to in the iflands. The oppor- 
tunities of defertion on a continent of immenfe ex- 
tent is, probably, the caufe of this extraordinary 
barbarity towards the blacks. Upon the flighteft 
fufpicion a flave is put to death by his mafter in 
the prefence of all his companions j but this is 
done without the knowledge of the white people, 
who might give evidence againft them for fo fla- 
grant a breach of the rights of civil authority. 

The blacks, not being admitted to give teftimony, 
are of no fort of'confequencc. The mother-country 
winks at this cruelty, and, by its fliamcful con- 
nivance, rifques the lofs of an ufeful fettlement. 

They have frequently had the ftrongeft reafon to 
^Between 17 1. and 18 h fierUng. 
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be ^pprefaenfive of a r^x^ution i, but the danger 
was never fo great nor imminent as in 1763. 

In the-nionth of February, lyfij.an infurroaion 
broke out, which by its eje^npje and confcquencejl 
might Iwve produced the moft fat^effe^is through- 
out the American fettlements. Seventy-three 
blacka aflfembled in one houfe at Bcrbice, fuddenly 
murdered their mafter, and fet about the cry of li- 
berty. At this found, courage and hope revived and 
animated the whole body of flaves. They joined to 
the number of nine thoufand, and in the firfl: tranf- 
ports of their rage fell upon "all the white people 
in their wayj thefe, with the chief of the colony, 
were obliged to take refuge on board a brigantine 
at the lower port of the river. In the mean time 
five hundred men arrived from Surinam to their 
afliftance. They made an attempt to land, and in- 
trenched themfelves in an advantageous poft, till 
the arrival of fome troops from Eufope, 

Happily for the republic, the Englilh at Bar- 
badoes, who are in poffeflion of moft of the plan- 
tations formed on the Poumaran, Demerary, and 
ElTequebe, fent in time a fufficient force to keep 
the flaves on thefe three rivers in order; and, by a 
Hill more fortunate occurrence, the people at Sur 
rinam at this very time concluded a treaty they had 
on foot with the negroes, who had taken refuge in 
the neighbouring woods. Ignorant as they pro- 
bably were of a commotion which might have 
been fo favourable to them, they conlcnted not to 
receive among them any fugitives of their own na- 
tion. This ftipulation deprived the rebels of their 
yripcipal refource ; and by fuch a combination of 

^ unexpedled 
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anexpefted events, riiey were reduced agatri to a ® ^ ^ 
ftate of fervitude. The greateft part of chenn being ^ 
without arms, they eagerly embraced the offer of 
a capitulation with their mailers, T hey have, how- 
acvcr, given proofs of that inextinguilhable prin- 
ciple prevailing in their fouls, which never fails to 
refill qsprcllion. The tranquillity of Dutch Guia^ 
iia, like that of all other countries where rebellions . 
bave once broke out, is more apparent than real. 

The feeds of treafon are ripening in fecret within 
the forefls of Auka and Sarmaca. 

In thefe defer ts, which are peopled vddi all the 
Saves who have fled from the yoke of the covetous 
Hollander, a ^ecies of republic has grown up, 
compofed of fifteen orjixteen thoafand inhabitan ts, 
divided into leveral villa|eg, each of which choofes 
a chief for itfelf. Thefe waqdering^ans fall un- 
expeftedly Ibmetimes upon oiae fide of the colony, 
fometimes upon another, in order to carry o J fup- 
plies for their own fubfiftence, and to lay walle 
the wealth of their former tyrants. It is in vain 
that the troops are kept continually tipon the 
watch, to check or to furprife fo dangerous an 
enemy. By means of private information,' they 
contrive to efcape every fnarej and direS their in- 
curfions towards thole parts which happen to be 
left defencelefs. Conventions and treaties are no 


fecurity againft their attacks. 

It depends, however, upon the wifdom and mo- 
deration of thofe very republicans, who have ren- 
dered the load of lervitude lb oppreflive to the ne- 
groes, to prevent a general revolution, of which 
they would be th^ firft viftims. They havcalready 

F 4 been 
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® xrf ^ bverfights. They have ho® 

wy^ given t6 their American fettlements, that attention 
they deferved, althou gh th ey have met with ftrokes 
fo fhverc, and fo clofely following upon each other, 
as bught to have opened their eyesv If they had 
not been blinded by the rapidity of their fuccefs, 
they would have difeovered the beginning of their 
ruin in the lofs of Brazil. Deprived of thdt vaft ac- 
quifition, which in their hands might have become 
the firft colony of the univerfe, and might have 
atoned for the weaknefs or infufficiency of their 
territory in Europe^ they faw thcmfclves reduced 
to the condition they were in before they had made 
this conqueft, ai' being fadtors for other nations j 
and thus was created, in their mafs of real wealth, 
a void which hath never fince been filled up. 

The confequences of the a(3: o^ navigation, 
paired in England, were not Icfs fatal to the 
Dutch. From this time that ifland,” ceafing to be 
a tributary to the trade of the republic, became 
her rival, and in a Ihort time acquired a decifive 
fiqjeriority over her in Africa, Afia, and America. 

Had other nations adopted the policy of Britain, 
Holland muft have funk under the ftroke. Hap* 
pily for her, their kings kqew not, or cared not, 
for the profperity of their people. Every govern- 
ment, however, in proportion as it has become 
more enlightened, has aflumed to itfelf its own 
branches of commerce. Each ftep that has been 
taken for this purpofe, has been an additional 
f heck upon the Dutch s and wp may prefutne, from 
the prefent ftate of things, that fooner or later 
people wiU eftablifti a navigation for them- 
' ' ' felves. 
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fdlves, fuit^d to the nature of their country^ mi * 
to the extent of their abilities. To diis period thci v ' r ' * 
courfe of events in all nations feems to tend •, and# , 
whenfoeycr it lhall arrive, the Dutch, who are in- 
debted for their fuccels as much to the indolence 
and ignorance of their neighbours, as to their own 
. oeconomy and experience, will find themfelvcs re* 
duced to their original ftate of poverty. 

. It is not certainly in the power of humwi pru- 
,^nce to prevent this revolutions but there was 
nd nccfflity to anticipate it, the republic has . 
done, by chpofmg to interfere as a principal in 
the troubles whifh fo frequently have agitated 
Europe. Theintere%dpolicy of our times would 
hjive afforded a I’ufficient cxcufc for the wars fhe 
has commenced or fuftained fqr the fake of her 
trade. But upon what principle can Ihc juftify 
thofe in rirhich her exorbitant aipbitipn, or ill- 
founded apprchcnfions, haye eng^ed her? She 
has been obliged to Ibpport herfelf by immenlc 
loans : if we fum up together all tjae debts feparate- 
ly contrafted by the ftates-general, the, provinces, 
and the towns, whiph are all equally pqblic debts, 
we fliall find they arpount to two thoufand mil- 
lions oflivres*; the. intereft of which, though re- 
duced to two and a half p(r cent, has amazingly 
increafed the load of taxes. 

I SHALL leave it to others tx> examine whether 
thefc taxes have been l?id on with judgment, and 
collected with due ceepnomy. It is fufficient here 
to remark, that they have had the effect of incteaf- 
ing fo confiderably the prices of neceffaries,. and 

• Betwetn 8o and 90 mtlUom ftirlitig. 

confequently 
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coaftquencly that of kbow, diat the induftrious 
part of the nation havefufFercd fetffercly from them. 
The manufa6hires of woolj (Uk, gold, lUver, and 
a vawiety of others, have ftink, after having ftrug-* 
glcd for a long time under the growing weight 
taxes and fcarcity. When the fpring equinox 
brings on at the fame time high tides and the 
melting of the fnow, a country is laid under water 
by the overflowing of the rivers. No fooner does 
the increafe of taxes raife the price of provifions, 
than the workman, who pays more for Ms daily 
confumption, without receiving any addition to his 
wages, forfakes the . manufacture and workfliop. 
Holland has not prelerved any of its internal re-» 
fources of trade, but fuch m were not expofed to 
any foreign competition. 

The hulbandry of the republic, if we may be 
allowed to call it by that name, that is to fay, the 
herring-fifliery, has fcarcely fuffered lefs. This 
fifhery, which for a long time was entitled the gold 
mine of the ftate, on account of the number of 
perfons who derived their fubfillence, and even 
grew rich from it, is not only reduced to one- half, 
but the profits of it, as well as thofe of the whale 
fifhery, are dwindled by degrees to nothing. Nor 
i$ it by advances of fpecie, that thofe who fupport 
thefe two filheries, embark in the .undertaking. 
The partnerfhips confiftof merchants, who furnilh 
the bottoms, the rigging, the utenfils, and the 
ftores. Their profit conlifta almdft entirely in the 
v0nt of thefe feveraj merchandifes: they are paid 
for them out of the produce of the filhery, which 
feldom yields more than is fufficient to defray its 

cxpences. 
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fKpcnces. The impoiEbiljry riiere is iii HolUiid * 
of employing their numerous capitals to better ad-* v 
yantage* has b^en the only c?U}fc of prelervkig thh 
remains of this ancient Iburcc of the public pro*- 
fperity. 

The cxceffive taxes> which have ruined thb 
nianufaftures of the republic, and reduced the 
profits of their fiflieries lb low, has greatly confined 
their navigation. The Dutch have the materials 
for building at the firft hand.- Thej?’ feldom crofs 
the fea without a cargo. They live with the 
ftrifteft fobriety. The lightnefs of their fliips ib 
working is a great faving in die numbers of their 
crews j and thefe crews are eafily formed, and al- 
ways kept in the greateft perfection, and at a fmall- 
expence, from the multitude of failors fwarming in 
a country which xronfifts of nothing elfc but fea and 
Ihorc. Notwithftandingallthele advantages, which 
are further increafed by the low rate of money, 
they have been forced to lhare the freight trade of 
Europe with Sweden, Denmark, and efpecially the 
Hamburghers, with whom the neceffary requifites 
for navigation are not incumbered with the fame 
impofitions. 

VT^ith the freights have diminilhed the cOm- 
mifilons which ufed to be fent to the United Pro- 
vinces. When Holland was become a great Itaple, 
merchandife was fent thither from all parts, as 
to the market where the fale of it was. moft 
ready, fure, and advantageous. Foreign merchants 
were the more ready oftentimes to fend them 
thither, as they obtained at an eafy rate, credit 
to the amount of two-tlurds, or even three-fourths, 

of 
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► ^£tte value, of thi^gQpds^. 'iThis management ini^i 
-t f^ed to the Dutch the double, advmtage of em- 
ploying their capitals without rifque, and obtaining 
acommi,fli.onbeiides. Theprofitrs ofcommerccwerc 
at that time fo confiderable, that they could eafily 
be^r thefe charges : they are now . fp greatly Jef- 
fepe44 fince cJtperxcnce has multiplied the number 
of adventurers, that the feller is obliged to conduit 
his commodity himfelf to the confumcr, without 
fhc intervention of any iigent. But if upon certain 
occafions an agent muft be employed, they will pre- 
fer, rWempar/^aj, Hamburgh, where commodi- 
ties pay a duty only of one per cent, for import and 
export, to Holland where they pay five. 

TdE republic hath loft likewife thc trade of in- 
furance, which Ihe had in a manner monopolized 
formerly* It was in her ports that all the nations 
pf Europe ufed to infure their freights, to the 
great profit of the infurers, who, by dividing and 
multiplying their rifqucs, feldoni failed of enrich- 
ing rhemfelves. In proportion as the fpirit of in- 
quiry introduced itfelf into all our ideas, whether 
of philofophy or ceconomy, the utility of thefe 
Ipeculations became univerfally known. The prac- 
tice became familiar and general j and what other 
hations have gained by it was of courfe loft to 
Holland. 

From thefe obfervations it is evident, that all 
the branches of commerce the republic was in 
poflelTion of, have been very greatly diminilhed. 
Perliaps the greater part of them would have been 
‘ jMinihilated, if the largencfs of her ftock, and her 
'extraordinary geconomy, had notenabjed her to be 

fatisfied 
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fatisfied with aproSt of no mart than direfe:^ * xw * 
cent, which wc look upon to be the v^ue of the 
product upon all her trade. ’I'he deficiencjr hat 
been made up to them by veftirig their money in 
the Engliihi French, Auftrian, Saxon, Daniib, 
and even RuHian funds, the amount of which^ 
upon the whole, is about fixteen hundred millions 
of livres *, 

Formerly the ftate made this branch of com- 
merce unlawful, which is' now become the moll: 
confiderable of any. Had this law been obferved, 
the fums they have lent to foreigners*would have 
lain unemployed at home their- capitals for the 
ufe of trade being already fo large, that the leaft 
addition to them, lb far from giving an advantage, • 
would become detrimental, by making the amount 
too gitat for ufe. The fuperfluity of money would 
immediately have brought the United Provinces to 
that period^ in which excefs of wealth begets po- 
verty. Millions of opulent perfons, in the midft 
of their treafures, would not have had a fulficiency 
to fupport themfclves. 

The contrary practice has been the principal 
refource of the republic. The money Ihe has lent 
to neighbouring nations, has procured her an an- 
nual balance in her favour, by the revenue ac- 
cruing from it. The credit is always the fame, 
and produces always the fame intereft. 

We lhall not prefume to determine how^^^^ the 
Dutch will continue to enjoy fo comfortabM|Bi;u- 
ation. Experience authorifes us only to wl§are, 
that all governments, which have unfortunately 

• About 70 millions Ikrlin^. 
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for tlic people ^adopted the detcftable fyftem df 
borrowing, will, fooner or later, be forced to 
give it up; and the abiife they have made of it 
will moft probably oblige them to defraud theii* 
creditors. Whenever the republic Ihall be reduced 
to this ftate, her great refource will be in agri-* 
©wlture. 

This, though it is capable of improvement in 
the country of Breda, Bois-le-Duc, Zutphen, and 
Guddres, can never become very confiderable. 
The territory belonging to tlie United Provinces 
is fo fmall, that it will almoU juttify the opinion 
of a fultan, who, feeing with wl^at obftinacy the 
Dutch and Spaniards diiputed with each other the 
pofleflion of it, declared, if it belonged to him, he 
would order his pioneers to throw it into the lea. 
The foil is good for nothing but filh, which, be- 
fore the Dutch, were the only inhabitants of it. 
It has been faid with as much truth as energy, that 
the four elements were but in embryo there. The 
produce of the lands will never be fulHcient to main- 
tain one-fourth part of the two millions that in- 
habit it at this time. It cannot, therefore, be by 
her European pofleflions, that the republic can cx- 
ped: to be preforved : Ihe may depend with more 
reafon upon thofe in America. 

The countries Ihe holds ih that part of the 
world are, all of them, under the influence of mono- 
polies. Her iflands, as well as her fadlories in 
Afrfl||^depend upon the Weft India company, 
the d^iit of which, fihee the lofs of Brazil, has 
funk fo prodigioufly, that their ftock fells at near 
fixty per cent, under par. 


Surinam, 
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Svrikam, yrhxc}i was taltea |)y fome ^ * 

fliips fitted out in ^dajjd, was ceded by tbe ftaies 
of that province to the fame coiTq>any, who, haviiig 
ftill their im^ination filled with the idea of theif 
ancient grandeur, undertook without hefitadon 
the management of that territory. Upon ferious 
refie^ion they found, that the expence which wa^, 
necelTary to put it in a ftate to yield them any ad-^ 
vanuge, was far too great for their exhaufted 
finances. They gave up a third of their property 
to the city of Amfterdam i and anodier third to an 
opulent individual of the name of Daarfiens. The 
two other colonies on the continent are likcwife 
under the controul of trading companies, to which 
they owe their foundation. 

Not one of thcl'e Ibcieties is in pofleflion of a 
fingle fhip, nor carries on any fort of trade. The 
navigation to the American fettlemeots is equally 
open to every member of the community j under 
this whimfical and oppreflive condition, however, 
that every fhip, bound for Surinam and Berbice, 

*lhall fail from Amfterdam i and thofe for Effequebe 
from Zeland j and .that they Ihall return to the 
fame ports from which they failed. The" bufinefs 
of the companies is confined to the government, and 
the defence of the territories fubmitted to their ju- 
rifdiiftion and, to enable them to fupport thefe ex- 
pences, the republic authorizes theni to impofc 
taxes of differe'nt kinds. 

All commodities imported into the coloni|s, or 
exported from them, pay large duties. Slaves, on 
their arrival, are fubjed to much larger. There 
is a poll-tax upon blacks and whites from the age 

of 
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* ^ <>fthree years. Nt^o^ iwit &tfwgftereareexcinjpied 

fmnx tliis ikaiTicful tri,i^ute{ ju»l ^is.exemptloi|ris 
not taken off but by <a eefide^ ^ nciore than ten 
years. Whenaneftatc is transferfedi both the 
fcljer the jpurehafer are fulgoft. to a confider* 
able fine. Every imnufafturcr, be his induftry 
ever lb great, is obl^^ ,to give in an account of 
his gains upon oath i and the itnpolk is regulated 
‘ agreeable to the amount of his profits. Afttt- thii 

public atpences are defrayed, the mnainder of the 
revenue, which the weaknefs or cowuption of the 
fovereigo power has, fuffered to become too exorbi- 
tant, is divided among the members of the different 
companies. 

Every wife government has difeovered the ill , 
of leaving their American poffeflions in the 
hands of particular focieties, whofe private interefts 
do not always coincide with that of the . public. 
They have .confidcred their fubjefts in the New 
world as having an equal right with thofe of the 
Old, to be gpvemed, not by partial, but by ge-^ 
nerd laws. They have been pf opinion, that their 
cqlomes would make a more rapid progrefs under 
the immediate protedion of the Hate, than under 
that of a middle-agent. The event has demon- 
ftrated more or lefs in all calcs the juftnefs of thefc 
n^c^Eons. Holland is the only power which has 
not adapted fo fimple and rational a plan ; though 
every circumftance concurred to 'make it more 
neceffary to her than to other ftates. 

Her I'ettlements are without any defence againft 
enemies, which cither ambition or revenge may 
raile up againfi heri and are in continual danger 

of 
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flatts aretri?aled._ Their 

ought to ^ eah^ home m-ile moAes'-^cmintisyt * 
arcieveiy day firi^g^ed into fbrei]^ colonies I# 
North- Amerfea/ Thedifin!cliiiari<m>wli^a{^^ 
meitdy commc^dai flaturaUjrhaw to ^ im|»w 
ment of landj is ftfeii^iehcd in she ©tdbhi« hy 
the abuJfes infeparable ftw the ferm ijtf goVcrfti- 
ment cftablifli^ there. Thd crds0gig'«i 

new order of things in thehi are not w^dan ihe 
reach of the authority, protei^o!!, ^ ai^iyityi of - 
a, private focicty. Revolutions of fiw^iEWighkude ^ 
cannot be brought about but by the itttmediate 
fupcrintendence of the ifta£e< 

If the republic adopts the ^e^hifidtt whidi hei* * 
moft important intere^ require, Ihe will cetdc to 
depend folely for her exifteijce upon a precariotia 
induftry, fomc branches of vihich flic is every day 
lofmg, and which, fooner or later, fhc will lofc en- ' 

tirely. Her colonies, which comprehend every ad- 
vantage that a mercantilcnation, whkh is alfoen-» 
gaged in agriculture, c|ui dcfire, will furhiQi pro- 
duftions, the whole profits and prcqjcrty Of whid? ' 
will center in her. By her territorial acqtiifitiona 
fhe will b^cnabled in every market to rival diofe 
Nations, whole commodities fhc formerly lerved 
only to convey. In a word,- Holland will ceafe to 
be a warchotrfe,^ and become a ftate, She will 
find in America that confiftciKe which Europe has 
denied her. It remains €0 fecj if Denmarkj the 
only northern power that hats extended its trade 
and fovercigntyinto the New wmW, has any tea-* 

Voc. -''G ■ '■•■M'iWbk 
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# It foi^bte foaiA^ 10F» »g^* 

SSr..'>a«terfoi>a«itefrae»5vaa«<^^^ 

tyw> iifiifeperi^ i»t«f!, Wmie the ttw-* 

c“«*"'*' iHej.<0giu®Mlkeifby 

boW fentfei^il«ii» the^teeir t<^pkd tte 
^(^taiJes,' ' tiff'd, teft- 

f«ifs Ibbit, 'wliicb had a&l^asd' weir an- 

ce(brs thU aaivc nation, fo 

• ^ fbiined an dtablifhmena: 

#lich cotthtry there is good reafoa 
* to fblw^ attaeh^ to tk Ajinericart continent. 

It is eveh thou^t,^ jiotaathftMdbg the darkneit 
1 ick nr tva ils over # th« ht&mod records of the 
^rdirthtt M are fdftcicnt traces to induce a 
feeMi that their navigatoh in the eleventh centu^ 
vert jmdy enhdgh to pewtiratfe as far ^ the t:oafts 
ofljajM^or ai^Nei^t^ and that they ictt 
fott^ftnaU cokmiesoathem- Hence it isprobable 
that the Norwe^ans have a right to difpute with 
Colis}bd»is the giocyitf having difcovcrcd the New 
wbrHi at leat, if thofe may be faid to have made 
who were there, without k^wing it. 

wars whidt Noinvay had to till the 

th^ 4 t became united w lbenmarks thedifficul- 
tfei whidh thei^vcifimeiit oppofed to its naviga- 
^ ohHvba ^ ina^on into which 

thU ttttepifihg n«^n not only loft it its 

cotomet but aMb whatever fcttlc- 

ments Of fconne6K©ns it miglit have had on the 
Clifts of Amcmai. •■'•'/' ' .'■■■/.',* 
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It was not dll more tlia» ^ Oeatttiy lifaar t^WS 1* 

Genoefe navigator had beguii the con^oeS: of i^t wv^ 
part of the world under the Spanil) h^nner;^ that 
the Danes and Norwegians^ who were then be^ 
come one nation, caft their eyes upon that hc«ai- 
fphere, which was nearer to them than W any of 
thoffc nations, who had already po^lhdred dhicmfelvcs 
of different parts of it. They choft, however, to 
make their way into it by the ihorteft cpurfc* and 
therefore in 1619 fent ctemn Munk to hnd out a 
paffagc by the north-wcft into the Faclhc ocean. 

His expedition was attended with as little fucce& 
as thofe of many other navigators, both before and 
after him. 

It may be prefumed, that a diCippointment ip 
their firft attempt would not entirely have difguffed 
the Danes ; and that they wuid have continued 
their American expeditions ttU they had fucceeded 
in forming fome fcctlemcnts, that mig^t have re- 
warded them for their trouble. If they 1 <^ li^t 
of thofe dillant regions, it was becaufe they were 
forced to it by wars ill Europe, which their im- 
prudence as well as their weajtnefs had brought 
upon them. Succeffive lofles reduced them to a 
defperate ftate, from which they would never have 
recovered, had not the aOiffance of Holland, and 
the fteady peileverance of tlie>citi?«:ns of Copen- 
hagen, procured thfem a peace in 1660, ld£a hu- 
miliating and lets deftiuftive than they had readS>o 
to fear. 

The government feized the firft moment of tran- 
quillity to examine the condition of the ftate. lake 
all other Gothic governments, it was divided bc- 

G 2 tween 





^ raSTORY OP SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

^ %iu ^ eleftivc chief, the nobility or fenate, and 

'U-— y — - the comnaons. The king enjoy<^ no other pre- 
eminence than that of prcfidlng in the fenate, and 
commanding the asrmy. In tl^ intervals bemeen 
the Diefs the government was in the hands of the 
fenate : but all great affairs were referred to the 
Diets thcmfelves, which were compofed of the 
clergy, nobility, and commonalty. 

Though this conftitution is formed upon the 
model of liberty, no country was lefs free than 
that of Denmariu The clergy had forfeited their 
influence from the, time of the reformation. The 
ckizens had not yet acquired wealth fufiicient to 
make them confiderable. Thefe'two orders were 
overwhelmed by that of the nobility, which was 
ftill influenced by the fpirit of the original feudal 
fyftem, that reduces every thing to force. The 
critical htuation of the affairs of Denmark did not 
infpirc this body of men with that juflricc or mode- 
ration, which the circumftAnces of the time re- 
quired. They refufed to contribute their propor- 
tion to the public cxpiences j and by this refufal 
exafperated the members of the Diet. Thefe, in 
the excefs of theirVefentment, in veiled the king 
with an abfolute, unlimited power;’ and the nobles, 
who had driven them to this aft of defperation, 
found themfelves obliged to follow their example. 

After this revolution, the moft imprudent, and 
the moft Angular, that ever occurred in the annals 
of hiftory, the Danes fell into a kind of lethar- 
gic ftate. To thofe great convulfions, which are 
occafioned by the clalhing of impprtant rights, 
llicceedcd the delulive tranquillity of fervitude. A 

nation, 
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nation, Which ha 4 fiHed thfifccne forfeveral-^s, ® 
a^ppearcd no morfi on the, theatre of the Jih ^ " ■ vW '* ^ 

1671, it juft recovered fo far from the trance, into; 
which the accels of dci^tjfiii had thrown it,, as, ' 

to look abroad and take poftefllon of a little Ame- 
rican ifland, known by the nMnc of St. Thbmas. 

T HIS ifland, the fartheft of the Caribbees to- 
wards the weft, was totally uninhabited, when the 
Danes undertook to form a fettlement Upon it. 

They were at firft oppofed by the Englifli, under 
pretence that fome emigrants of that nation had. 
formerly begun to clear it. , The Britiflh miniftry 
ftopped the progrefs of this interference 5 and the 
colony were left to form plantations of fugar, fuch 
as a fandy foil of no greater extent than five 
leagues in length, and two and a half in breadth, 
would admit of. 

% 

So fmall a cultivation would never have given 
any importance to the ifland of St. Thomas j but 
the fea has hollowed out from its coaft an excel- 
lent harbour, in which fifty ftiips may ride with 
fecurity. So fignal an advantage attraded biKh the 
Englifh and French Buccaneers, who were defirous 
of exempting their booty from the duties they 
were lubjed to pay in the fettlcments belonging to 
their own nations. Whenever they had tak.m their 
prizes in the lower latitudes, from which they could 
not make the windward iflands, they put into that 
of St. Thomas to difpofe of them. It was allp 
the afylum of all merchant Ihips which frequented 
it as a neutral port in time of war. It was the 
mart, where the neighbouring colonies bartered 
their refpedive commodities which they could not 

G 3 dq 



«i msTORTT cff 'seiTtiimmfs and trad^ 

do diewh«pewh 3 »fom®ch«afeaiidfafety. Itwaa 
the pore,, from ccwttimaaily tiifpatched 

velIcl* «cWy iadaa to carry on » dandeftine trade 
with the Spanifti coafts j in retdm forwhich, they 
biought back confiderable qtiaitt^ties of metal and 
merchandizes of great value. In a word, St, Tho- 
mas was a market of very great confeqwCnce. 

DaNMARjtf however, reaped no advantage from 
this rapid circulation. The perlbns who enriched 
themfelves wereforeigners, who carried theirwealth 
CO other fituations. The mother-country had no 
othercoiTffnunication with its colony than by a linglc 
Ihip, fentout annually to Africa to purchafe flaves, 
which being fold in America, the (hip returned home 
laden with the produdions of that country. In 
1719 their traffic increafed by the clearing of the 
ifland of St. John, which is adjacent to St. Thomas, 
but not half fo large. Thefc flendcr beginnings 
would have required the addition of Crab illand, or 
Bourriquen, where it had been attempted to form 
a fcctlement two years before. 

This ifland, which is from eight to ten leagues 
in circumference, has a coniiderable number of 
hills } but they are neklier barren, fteep, nor very 
high. The foil of the plains and vailies, winch 
run between them, feems to be very fruitful ; and 
is watered by a number of Iprings, the water of 
which is faid to be excellent. Nature, at the faiw 
time that (he has denied it a harbour, has made it 
amends by a muldtude^of the fineft bays that can 
be conceived. At every ftep fome remai ns of plan- 
tations, rows of orange and lemon trees, are ftill 
found i which make it evident, dial the Spaniards 

Pf 



of oat ’lufQtor ''diltaiii^^ilMto ■* • 

five or &i Ifa^iw;: W''<ofmfirif'fe*dM'!#6^ 

, ■ The Eii^iih, Obfeiviiig 
ifland ^ wkiiout lo'ri^ 

piuHtadoos th«a« ttwiirds tiio bf 
tory 5 feut the^ had aof tiiiic #u!N! of 

their laboar. Thcf*wOft ii»it|irtfed 
'mards, who murdcfod tdl thi? isttfo, aiid cawS'fei off 
the women and children T1i&: acci- 
dent did not deter the Danes ftom ifilmc 

attempts to fettle tl^re in 17 17; But thefe|j^|ie&s 
of Great Britain, reciaiimug their anderit rights, 
fent thither feme advehtubS#8, who wet® at firft 
plundered, andfoon after drrrcit off, fey the Spa- 
niards. The jealoufy of thde American tyrants ‘ 
extends even to the prohibiting of fifliing-boats 
to approach any Ihore wk^ they have a right of 
pofleflion, though theydo not exercife it.- Too 
idle to profecute cultivation, too fulpicious to admit 
induftrious neighbours, they condemn the Crab 
ifland to eternal folitude ; they will neither inhabit 
it themfelves, nor fuffer any other nation to inhabit 
it. Such an exertion of exclufivc fovereigniy has 
obliged Denmark to give up this ifland for that 
of Santa Cruz. 

Santa Cruz had a. better tide to become an 
objecl of national ambition. It is eighteen leagues 
in length, and, from three to four in breadth. In 
1 643 it was inhabited by Dutch and Engiifti* Their 
rivdlhip in trade Ibon made them enemies to each 
other. In 1646, after an ' obftinate and btoody 
engagement, the Dutch were beat, an^ obliged to 
quit a fpot upon vHtich they had formed great 
G 4 expedlations. 
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^ cxj>e(9ations< , Tfee «ohq4!ftrm%ere em|il(>ye(3 in 
feciidngtIne cbi^q^Hcesi)f ith<^i]* vi^ory $ whcit, 
in i6 jo, were attacked arid driven out in thek 

turn %jr twelve hundred Spaniards, who arrived 
there m five Ihips, Tlie triumph of thefe lafted 
bkt a months. The remains of that numerous 
body* which were left for the ‘ defence of the 
illand, fuirendcred without refiftance toa hUndrtid 
and fixty French, who had embarked from Sr. 
Chriftopher’s, to make themlelves maifers of the 
ifland. 

These new inhabitaiits lofl" no time to make 
themfelvcs acquainted with a country fo much in 
requcH. In a foil, in other relpefts excellent, they 
found only one river of a moderate fize, which, 
gliding gently almoft on a level with the fea, 
through a flat country, furnilhed only a brackifo 
water. Two or three fprings, which they found 
in the innermoft parts of the ifland, made but 
feeble amends for this defedt. The wells were for 
the moft part dry, ' The conftTudlion of refervoirs 
required time. Nor was the climate more inviting 
to the new inhabitants. The ifland being flat, and 
Covered with old trees, foarcely afforded an «})]>or- 
tunity for the winds to carry off the poifbnous va- 
pours, with which its morafies clogged the atmo- 
Ipbcre. I'here was but one remedy fOjF this incon- 
venience i which was -to burn the woods. The 
French fct fire tq them without delay j and,' getting 
on board their Ihips, became fpedlators from the 
fea for feveral months of the conflagration they had 
railed in the ifland. " As foon as the flames were 
fxtinguilhed, they wept on Ihore again. 
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"ii ’*wf 

^ually in it> So tspi 4 wjiA< the progr^» oC 
c^mYf rth»t, in clev^ years from its eommepoe- 
ment^ thf^m were upon it ei^e hian^red and twenfey- 
two white perfons* with a pmpoiiionable o^mher 
©f flaves. It was rapidly ad^rancing to t degree of 
profperiGy, which would hw^e eclipled the, moft 
flourilhingfettlementsof the French natioo^ when 
Ajch obffcacles were thrown in the way af itsafti- 
vity as made it decline again. This decay was. 4S 
fudden as its rife. In 1696 there were no more 
than one hundred and forrvj-fevea men, with their 
wives and children, and fix hundred and twenty- 
three blacks, remaining ■, an^ thefe were oraniport- 
ed from hence to St. Domingo. 

Writers, who take it for granted, that the 
court of Vcrfailles is always governed in itsdecifions 
by the moft comprehcnfive views of profound po- 
licy, have fuppofed, that th^neglcft of Santa Gruz 
was the refult of a determination to abandon the 
fmall jflands, in order to unite all the ftrength, in’- 
duftry, and population in the Isu-ge ones ; but this is 
a miftaken notion. The refolution did.not take its 
rife from the court, but from the faiipers of the 
revenues, who found, that the contrabasd trade of 
Santa Cruz^with St. Thouias ivos detrimental to 
their ijjterefts. The fpirit of finance hfs, in all 
times been injurious to commerce j it hasdaftroycd 
the fourcc from whence it fprang. San ta Cruxitfitn- 
tinued without inhabitants, and without cult^V^ 
tion, till 1733, when it was fold by France to 
Penmark for 738,000 livrcs *, 

f About 52,000 1. fter!in|;. 

This 
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HISTORY Of SITPTLSMENTS Am TillDE 

T^jrs iMffdjem power ifceiaicd Hkeiy to tdkedeep 
root in Aniierica;.) Un^ottiDaiceif^ Ihe kid her piiit- 
uticKfts under die yoke of esolafive privileges, i nt- 
dudaicmspeopleof alifcdsipardeukrlyMacaviani, 
ftrwre in vain to overcome tfeis . gwpaf difficulty. 
Many attmipts were made to reconcile tke inrereds 
of the cokaiifts and their opprfeffons, but without 
futcefs. The two parries kept op a continual 
ftriiggk of ailimofity, ncM of induftry. At length 
the government, with a moderation not to be cjt- 
pe< 5 |ted from its condicution, purchafed, in 17541 
the privileges and efiects of the company. The 
price was fixed at 9,900,000 livres *, part of which 
was pjod down, and the remainder in bills upon 
the treafury, bearing intereft. Prom this time the 
navigation to the iflands was opened to all the I'ub- 
jefts of the Danilh dominions. 

The rapacioufnefs of the treafury unfortunately 
prevented the advantage which this arrangement 
would otherwjfe have produced. Indeed, the na- 
tional produftions and mcrchandife, in fhort, what- 
ever t^y could draw from the firft hand, and put 
on board Danifh veffels, were to be fliipped from 
the mother-country free of all duties ; but, for all 
mamifa< 5 hires that did not fall under thefe delcrip- 
tioBS, they demanded a tax of four per cent. AH 
importis into the colonies paid fivepfr cent, and all 
exports, fix. Of American produftions, what was 
confumed in the mother-country had two and a 
hsXi per cmt. laid upon itj and what was carried 
to foreign markets had one. 

About 4.33, ocwl. 

Ar 
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ATthefeTi«dMetfcMthetrt4ct».tlieifl«Wtlsi©- * 
cwered its natoral jntkpcndenoe, at the ^penect 
of th^e burdenfpiiie reHiri^StioflSi tiiat po 
which is the bafis of it, was likewiffe laid op«i. 
The governiwnthad, above a tseotury before^ pur- 
chafed of the Jtjng of Aqiiainbou, the two forts, of 
Frederiefburg and Chriftianfborg* fituatod on the 
Qold Coafi;, at a fmall diftance from each other* 
The company, in virtue'of. its charter, htd-ihe 
foie poffeflion of them; andexercifed its privi- 
leges with that barbarity, of which the-mofepo- 
liflied European nations have fet the example in 
thefe devoted climates. Only one of its agents 
had the refolutjon to renounce thofe cruelties, 
to which cuftom had given a fanCfcion. So great 
was the reputation of his humanity, and the con- 
fidence repofed in his probity, that the blacks 
would come from the dfftance of a hundred 
leagues to fee him. The fovercign of a diftant 
country fent his daughter to him with prelcnts of 
gold and flaves, that Schildcrop (for fo this Euro- 
pean, thus revered through aU the coafls of Ni- 
gritia, was called) might give him a grandfoa. 

O virtue ! ftill dott thou exiiijn the fouls of thefe 
wretched beings, condemned to dwell with tigers, 
or groan beneath the yoke of their own fpecks I 
They yet have hearts fufccptible of the ibfe . im-r 
preffions of humanity and beneficence 1 Juft and 
virtuous Dane I’What monarch ever received .fo 
pure, fo glorious a homage, as thy nation ha^ 
feen thee enjoy ? And where ? Upon a fca, upon 
a continent degraded for ever by an infamous 
traffic, of men exchanged for arms ! and children 

fold 



5« HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND T^ADE 

* xi^ * parents i qf mines and misfortunes, 

Iffir y ryii* carried on through two centuries! We cannot 
fuffipently deplore fuch horrors » and, if we could, 
our lanoentations would be ulelels. 

The exciufive privilege of purchafing negroes 
has, however, been aboliftied in Denmark, as in 
other ftates* All the fubjefts of this commercial 
nation are permitted to buy men in Africa. They 
pay only eighteen livres * a head for every one 
they carry into America. Thirty thoufand (laves, 
including all ages and each fex, ^arc employed al- 
ready in their plantations, on which a poll-tax is 
laid of four livres ten fols f. The produce of their 
labours loads forty veflels, from one hundred and 
twenty, to three hundred tons burden. The 
plantations^ which pay to the treafury an annual 
rent of nine livres if for every thoufand feet fquare, 
fumifti to the mother-couhtry a little coffee and 
ginger, fome wood for inlaying, eight hundred 
bales of cotton, which are chiefly carried to foreign 
markets, and fourteen millions weight of rawfugar, 
four-fifths of which are confumed in the mother- 
country, and the reft is fold in the Baltic, or in- 
troduced into Germany by the way of Altena. 
Santa Cruz, tliough the moft modern of -all the 
Danifh fettlements, furnilhes five-fevenths of this 
produce. 

' This ifland is divided into three hundred and 
fifty plantations by lines, which interl'ect each 
Other at right angles. Each plantation contains 

• Between fifteen and fixteen fhillmgs. 

>1^ About four llijllings. About eight (hilling*. 


one 
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one hundred and fifty acres, of foi^ 
lijuare feet eachVfo that it thay occupy a fpice 
of twelve hundred comnidn feet in Ieng(k^ by eight 
hundred in breadth. Two-thirds of this traift 
are fit for the growth of fiigar* and the proprie- 
tor may occupy fourfcore acres at a time, each 
of which will yield, one year with another, filc- 
teen quintals of fugar, without reckoning the nio- 
lafles. The remainder may be employed in other 
cultivations Icfs lucrative. When the ifiand COiTtes 
to be entirely clfared, fome towns may be built 
upon it j at prefent it has only the village of Cbri^ 
ftianftadt, built under the fort, which defends the 
principal harbour. » 

Denmark cannot be ignorant, that the riches, 
which begin to flow from her coloniesi do not be- 
long entirely to herfelf. A great part goes to the 
Englilh and Dutch, who, without living upon the 
iflands, have formed the bell plantations in them. 
New England fupplics them with wood, cattle, 
and meal ; and receives in exchange molafles and 
other commodities. They are obliged likewife io 
import their wines, linens, and filks. Even India 
is concerned in this trade. Upon a llrifk calcuia^ 
tion, perhaps, it might appear, that what remains 
to the proprietors, after their commilTucm, freight, 
and duties, are paid, is a very infignificant lhare. 
The fituarion of Denmark does not admit of her 
Ibokingwithindifierenceupon fuch adiiadyantage. 
Every thing confpires to induce her to tajce .pio- 
per meafures for fecuring to herfelf the entire pro- 
fits of her American pofTelTions- 


Boot 

m. 


Rcifimi 
why Den- 
mark ovght 
to appropa* 
ate to her- 
felf the pro* 
duce of all 
her iflandf. 
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B o ^ ic 'Tut l3anilh tetriitories in E«ro^ were former- 

in^iependefit nf each other. Revolutions of a 
lingular nadire haveunit^d themintoonckingdom# 
In the center of this heterogeneous cOmpofition arc 
fome iflands, the principal of which is called Zea- 
land. It has an excellent port, which in the ele- 
venth century was but a little fifhtng town j it be- 
cante a place of importance in the thirteenth } in 
the fifteenth, the capital of the kingdom j and, 
fince the fire in 1 7 28, which confumed fixteen hun- 
dred and fifty houfe, a handlbme city. To the 
fouth of thefe ifiands is that long and narrow pe- 
ninfula, which the ancients called the Cimbrian 
Cherfonefus. Jutland, Slefwick, and Holllein, the 
mtJft iinportant and extenfive parts of this penin- 
fula have been fucceffively added to the Danifh 
dominions. They have been more or lefs flourifh- 
ing, in prpportion as they have felt the effecls of 
the reftieflhefs of the ocean, which fometimes re- 
tires from their coafls, and fometimes overwhelms 
them. In thefe countries, as well as in thofe of 
Oidenburgh and Delmenhorft, which are fubjcct 
tofhefamepower, one may fee a perpetual ftruggle, 
between the inhabitants and the fea, fo well fuf- 
tained on each part, that the fuccefs has always 
been e<juai. The inhabitants of fuch a country 
'vdll be free from the moment they feel that they 
are not fo. Mariners, iflanders, and mountaineers, 
win not long reinadn under the difgrace of fer- 
vitude. 

Nor is Norway, which conftitutes part of the 
Danilh dominions, more adapted to fervitude. It 
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is covered with ftones or rocks, aud intasfe^ed 
chains of barren tnountains. . La|d»id costts^ 
johly a few wild people, either fettled upon the: 
fea-coafts, for the fake of fUhiitg, csr wander^^ 
through frightful deferts, Mid fubfieSaag by the 
chace, by their furs, and their reia*-deer. . Jc4and 
is a miferable country, which has been many times 
overturned by volcanos and earthqxwkes, ai^con* 
ccals within its bowels a quantity of oomi^ftible 
matter, which in an tnftant may reduce it to a heap 
of alhes. With refpedt to Greenland, whhdi 
common people look upon as an iiland, and whieh 
geographers confider as united towards the wed: to 
the American continent } it is a vaft and barren 
country, condemned by nature to be ensrnally 
covered with fnbw. If ever thefe counties dioUld 
become populous, they would be independtmt of 
each other, and of the kiiig of Denmark, who 
thinks at prefent that he rules over thiir wild in- 
habitants, becaufe he calls himfelf their king, 
while they know nothing of the matter. ; 

The climate of the Danifti iflanda in is 

not fo fevere as might be conjeduredfromdw-la- 
titude they lie in. If the navigation of the gu^t 
which furround them, is fomctinias imerrup®^, it 
is not fo much by. ic^ formed there, by^ whaa: 
is driven thither by tlve winds, and by degrees 
colleds into a mad. Ail the provinc<» which 
make part of the German cc^iient, eyctgpt Jut- 
land, partake of the German temperature. The 
cold is very moderate even on th^ coads of Nor- 
way. It rains there often during the winter, and 
the jKMTt of Berghcn is fearedy dnoe ciofed by ice, 

while 
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■ iiirliflctlittof ‘ 
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’ is trMe*,,t^,;t^s ,5dvaB«ige''k'4ekly, parcl*^^ 

■ ' by 1%^' .D*?®’' 

lk;phabii;afli® 

Tni popolia^l# af -ifliis empi«* is noc ^?qpor- 
dbncd to its meat;. ' in the earlier ages it ■wai 
roin^ by coatinual emigratiott. Thie pkatkal 
cnteiprifes, which fuficeedbd tb dsfefey Icept their 

and a ttJtal want of or- 
. dejr, ii: om bf their power to 

Kfiticdy fvdS,of'*foch magiumde and importance* 
Thedouble tyranny af the prince over one order <3^ 
bis foigOife, who& 3 cy themfeives to be’ free, on- 
der the tide of nobles, and of the nobility over 
a people entirely deprived of liberty, cxtinguifiies 
even the hopes of an increafe of population. The 
bills of mentality nrf all the ftates of Denmark* 
excepting Iceland, taken together, make the 
deaths in 1771 j^ttoantoniy to 55,1151 fo that, 
upcwi the caicnlatiott^bf thirty-two living to one 
dead perfon, the wliole number q £ inhabitants does 
not amount to mow than 1,764.000. 

IiiDpt»*KP8WT of many other caufes, the weight 
of imj^ib is a ^at obhacle tot their profperity. 
There are fix^ payaUe on land, arbitrary 
ones coHefied by w^ id^xapitado®, and daiy ones ' 
levied, on .coniumpth>n. This dpprdSon iathe 
more unjuft, as die crown polTeflesa very conlider- 
able domainii and likewife a certain refonree 
in the dreighis of the Sound. Six thouiand nine 
lujndred and thirty fliips, which, if we may judge 

from 



iiiico or<?utttf 
th»t first a!*o#'A>tte Jjisjf 

<Uties they aftladten ^ .ifilsr 
tbe'ftatc two tloSliDi^ 

1 V... A,. ». 'o.^.Ak. iiin *,ii. Sfc'^ 4^4. J? *.jdv'^ 



Cw^nbogito, tto!t IS«r(&"’fi«i;3giS^ 

of fomiAfig'ftftaisJeJbere* 
cial natioiisfOf thfeiidrtH 
and «xcHaB]^'thb produtfe .of 
their indolby. 

With die fu6ds*fflnfiiig®f0ali mbtitea^ rtoittams, 
cuftoms, and fotcign fubtEdiel, fhfs fbtd 'mairiBSms''* 
an army of twenty-five thOnfitnd men/ which is' 
compoied entirely of fiireigneiT* and pafics for the ‘ 
very worfc body of troops in Etirope. On the other 
hand, its fleet is in the highefir rt^wtidon. J’t con- . 
fifts of thirty- two fliips of thelirti* fiftceft or fifteen 
frigates, and ftsmcgalliesiWetjfcofilhidij'&figh ' 
wifely prcthihdted ia other |)in'li!s»banmjl be 
on die coafls of the liaMc, wfl^toh *to‘fof thd 'ttwjft * 


part inacceflible to teffifh of otbelr kinds, twenty-, 
four fchonfand rc^fterefl fearotrrii nhdfl; -of Vhoih 
arc cotttinoaliy cmpJoyoBi’ feWt a eerc^fl refbutcc 
of thein- aiSn^^ mltitairy expefiht^, ,the ’ 

governtOjio*' has bf '^ilifib years addiMl' others* for 
the cncouragcmeat of ttian«fa6ipres and arts. If, 
we add lo'diefis;))* fouf^isiildons Of HVre^’f the 
noc0&ty esqsfittccia'and -aimifemcnils of ti^ »'Codn^ 
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*' ^ arid, about tbe fweduip, for tbc kvtcreft of the na- 

Vnr^ tioiial debj^ amounstiag tp,about fcventy millions • 
vffi UiSiW* a«c;ouiii for the djifisnliHitioP of about 
millipijs of livrcsf , which form the 
vetr^tUi^of the crowo* 

l^ ijt vas.with it view of feeuring Chefc libvcral 
l^aocihes^ that the government, in prohi- 
b}te4 the ufe of jewels,, and gpld and l^ner. ituiFs„ 
we msy venture toj fkf, there were p|au^ and 
eafier meaw . tp Us, ufod for that purpofo. They. 
foouJdsh^tv^.'tscii^ved' a jmpita 4 it 4 e;bf^diiB'culties,, 
which ei«^?ti^cpiwmerc^ 4 ln^ 

, zehsl'-arid hinder ::a,foc(e.c?om between- 

,, i&6.didil£ifenr'phrb^''bf''the'kingrioi& The whale 
';ii|reryjrK' the,: Sree^and',-, and' 'Iceland' ' trade,, once 
se,f<jhed ffofo; oi: moncf>olics, and 

that ;of . the. iflaiids’ c^^ up by tlie king,, 

would; have been piadutd. with new zeal. Their 
foreign, coj3uje<9iohs would havp received equal im- 
prQvemenrj iCdiP Barbary company h^ beeniup- 
preffed, and «di the foembers of the Bate had been 
reieafed-frotti the obii^tion,. which was impoied 
i^a themin' itheir wdfte, fait, brandy,, 

and tobacco, at C6peah,agc:ni - » 

I»* the prefent ftam of affairs,; foeir exportations 
am. but fmalh In the provinces on. the German 
condneiit, thf^ confiift of tiye or fix thoufand 
beeves, three or four thoufand horfesj fit for caval- 
ry, and fome iye» which is fold to the Swedes and 
. Butchk For fomc paft, Denmark* has con- 
fumed allithewltfistf, Which Aland ufed 

, tq export to other naadns. Thofe two iflAnds, 
,* About 3,06a ,oo«l. i,oo6>cool. 
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as well as 2^al«nd, have now no other cm^o btit * ' 

in ihofe magnificent hamcfies, which are < 

at fo dear a rase by all who lovt fine hodTos. The 
trade of N<Mrwayconfiiborheridlt!igs^'ti * 

tar^, and iron. La^itland and iSneesUand prodocea. 
furs. From Icdand they iJet cod, *whaic blabber, 
the oU of feafc, and imfltewsra, fidpbur, and that 
fltemrious down lb t^bratpd Wider the name of 
eider-down. ‘ 

Wa fhall clofe here tl# iktaila, into which the 
commerce -of Denmark has neeeflhrily led mi and 
which are fufficient to convince that power, that 
nodi'mg contrlbotea fo moch to herintcrefi as hav- 
ing the foie pofieffion and traffic Of all the pro- 
dudions of her American iflmds. Ttej more her 
poffelBOAs ate^ limited in the New world, as they 
always will be withift the tortid zone, ffic more at- 
tentive ought Ihe to be, nor to let swy Of the ad- 
vantages ihe might draw from-them efeape her. In 
a fiate of mediocrity, the IChil negligent* is, at- 
tended vidtb forious cortfoi^tiofices. We foall foon 
have occafion to obferve, dial nations whkh are 
poITcffed eviri of masenfive arid rich territories, do- 
nor commit faults with impOniey. 
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F rance, ever lince the fatal cataftrophe of 
the affaffinAtion of the beft of her kings, had 
been in perpetual cortfufion, from the caprices of an 
intriguing queen, the oppreflions of a rapacious fo- 
reigner, and the fehemes of a weak-minded favou- 
rite. A dcipotic miflifter began to enflave her; 
when fome of her f^ors„ excited as much by a 
defire of independence, as by the allurement of 
riches, failed towards the Caribbec iflands, in hopes 
of making themftdv'Ci's mafters of the Spanilh vcifels 
that frequented thofefeas. Their courage had been 
fuccefsful on many occafiofis; but they were at lad 
obliged, in order to refit, to feek for an alylum, 
which they found at St. Chriftopher’s. This ifland 
appeared to them a proper place for fecuring the 
fucccE of their estpediitions, and they were there- 
fore delirous of procuring n fetfclcraent upon it. 
Defnambue, their chief, Rotonly obtained leave to 
form an eftabllfhment there, but likewife to ex- 
tend it as far as he was either defirous or wasi able 
to do, in the great Arehipelago of America, Go- 
, » vernment 
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vernmeijt required for dus permiflioji 0eWiy, ® 
without giving aaf afiifiAftdc to the projijdt, 'hr '***' v *<wii 
encouraging it with any prote^^ion* t twentieth 
part of the produce of every d>lony th*ft might be 
founded. > ■* 

A cojtfpANv was formed i» ift htdcr to •> 

reap the benefit of tUs conoefiion, Such Was the 
cufiom of thofc times, when trade and navigation r«vt jin*i» 
were yet in too weak a finte to be intrufi;ed topri» 
vate hands. This company obtained the greatcfi: 
privileges. I'hs. go% t tnrtient gave them thi^|iHro« 
pcrty of all the ifiands they ihould Cultivate* and 
impowered them to exad a hundred weight of 
tobacco, or fifty pounds of cotton, of every inha- 
bitant from fixtcen to fixty years of age. They 
were likewife to ehjoy an exclpfive right of buy- 
ing and felling. A capital of forty-five thoufand 
Ihies* only, and which wa& never increafed to 
three times that fum, procured them 4il thefe 
advantages. 

li feemed iropafiible to fife to any great degree 
of prolperity with fitch inadequate means. Confi- 
dtrabie numbers, however, of bold andenterprifmg 
men came fiom St. Chrifiopher\, who hoifted the 
French ikg tn the neighbouring ifiands. Had the 
company, whith eifccited this Ipirk of invafion by 
a few privilegci, aAed upon a confident and ra- 
tional plan, thf* flate muft foon hav^ reaped feme 
benefit from this rcfilefe difpofition. But, unfortu- 
nately, an inordinate third: of gain rendered thorn 
unjuft and cruel i a confequence that ever has^ and 
ever will attend a fpirit of monopoly. 

•i, 9(51>1. ijs. 



»»» ItlSTOftV OF SRTtliSaiEUTS AJ® TEAD® 

* **£ * Xhs Butch, of Mi am« and 

S mnfmrnt oj^ied |>covil|cm$ and Aicrchfla^^ on far njiore 
moderattf teipis, and mad^ pi>Q|Kdahi wrhicb were 
readQy: Aceopted. TNa iaid fetn^tion of 4 
conn^loQ between t^ofe re|>ubltCians and die co-' 
limids, that could never afeetwards be brobeA; and 
Ibrintd a com|>ecidtm, not only fata! to the epm^ 
jpany In die New worldi wheio it luwveiited the 
lale of their cargoes, but even puriti^ them in all 
the markets i» Ewiope, whwe the Oontraband tra- 
ders luideslbld all the produce of the French 
iflands. Bilfcowagedbythefedderveddifappoint- 
merits, the company funk into a total iVate of in- 
»Stm£y» which deprived them of w& of their emo- 
lumenis, without IcSening any of their cxpences. 
In vsun did the government remit the ftipulated 
rdhrve of the twentieth part of the profit j rhis in- 
dulgence was not fufiident to reftore their aflivity. 
Some of the proprietors were of opinion, that, by 
renouncing the deftruflave principltis wliich had 
beCT hitherto adopted, they might ftitl re-eftablilh 
the affairs of the company; but the greater riunnber 
thought it impraiSicabie, nowirhftandtngall rheir 
advantages, to contend for fuperiority with fucJi 
frugal private traders as their ovals were* Tliii. 
opinion occidloncd a rciyoJncion* The cmiipany, to 
prevent tlwir tot^ itdn* and that they might not 
fink under 'the weight d (dielr engagemencs, put 
their pofeflTtons up to smaitm ; which were moftly 
brou^t up by their ltfpel^live governors. 

In 1649, Boilferetpurchaftsd, for feventy-three 
thpufand livits *3 (luadalUfo, Marlgslante, the 
*'3.*9Jh ijs* 
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illand cidkd fk SttiA aJJ * 5 h8 . * 

iftg to the cpmpaiiy oa tJteie SSaadil: life 

i^ttwards ^as^d with half df'Hpi'wd, 

his biwher-hi-law. Ih i’Sp, kit 

lixty thpufartd * fot Mardhico, St* m»da, 
GraiMuJa, and the Gwnadltit^. *$fcVfciii ypah aftfri', 
he fold Giafta^ and the fklaadihes tto tDowhl! 

Ceriliac, for pnc-thind hwtte thSih he had gitdit fbr 
his whole ^nrchafiSk In *651, Mdtli |>hi“<?hafed 
St. Chriftopljnt's, St. Maidn, St. fca^iplohiew* 

Santa Crua, and TPitoga, for foity thoufand 
crowns t, which wetc paid by the cotnmandatft 
<Jc Poincy, who governed thoie iflands. iThe 
knights of Malta were to hold them in fief of the 
crown, and were not allowed to Introfi: any but a 
Frenchman with the adminiftradon of them. 

The new pofieflbrs enjoyed an unlimited autlio- 
rity, and difpofed of the lands. All places, both 
civil and military, were in their ^fc. They had 
the right of pardoning thofe whom their deputies 
condemned to death i ih Ihort, they were fo many 
petty fovcreigfts. It was namral to expciflk, a% tlicir 
domains were under theif own inlptfAioh^ rhat 
agriculture would make a rapid ptogrefi^. This 
conjefture was in fome meafiire rcaliaed, notrnth- 
Handing the contefU which.weae hecefifarily lharp 
and frequent under fitch mafters. However, this 
fecond Hate of the Fresneh coloates did not prove 
more beneficial to the nation that! the firC Tho 
Dutch continued to futnifli them with provifions, 
and toVarry away the produee, Which theyfhld in- 
difcriminately to all nations, even to that which 
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® x»n ^ reaped the foie advantage of it, be-* 

wtrw canfe it was her own property. 

The i(pocher^oucfcry fuffered oonfidcrably from 
this bvU,' and Cblbert miftook the means of i edrefs • 
Tibat great man, who liad fo| fijrwe time prefided 
ov^ the finances and trade of the kingdom, had 
begun upon a wrong plan. The habit of living 
With the farmers of the revenue under the admini- 
ftrafioft of Mazatin, had accuftomed him to confidcr 
money, which is but an inUrument of cirailation, 
as the fourefe hf every thing. He imagined that 
manufaftujTS were the readiett way to draw it iVom 
abroad,* and that in tlic workfhops were to be 
found the beft reiburces of the ftate, and in the 
rradcfmen the moft ufeftil fobje(ri's ot rhe monarchy. 
To increafe the number of thd'e m'*n, he thought 
it proper to keep the nccefiarits of hfe at a low 
price, and to difeourage the exportation of corn. 
The prodoftion of materials was the lead object 
of his care, and he bent hiii whole attention to 
the manufadurihg oi them. This preference of 
induftry to agrieultws beraamc the reigning tafle, 
and unfortunately thit> deftnuJrive fyftem ftill 
prevails. 

Jl AD Colbert efttertained jufi'tiotions of the im- 
provement of lands, And of the vneouragement it 
requires, aiAd of the liberty the hufbapdmari mnft 
enjoy, he Wo«l<khaVe purfued 10,1664 a very dif- 
ferent plan from that winch he adopted. It is 
well known idiat he redeemed Cuadahipe and its 
dependent iflandsfor one hundred and tweftty-five 
^hoolandlivres^i Martinico for forty thoufand 
•5,4681. 158. 
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crowns * } Graftftd-j for a hondii?4 j^HoitfaiiPd * <0 g It 
Uvres t > iJoflclUons of MaltJ^ for five 

hundred thoofand lirres So^ his condu?3; dc* 
ferved commendation ; it was fit thai he fhowld re- 
ftore fo many branches of foTerdgnty to the body 
of the fiate. But he ought never to hay^ fub- 
mitted poITcirtpns of foch importance tso the op- 
preffions of an exclufive company ; a mrafiite for- 
bidden as much by pafi experience, as by rcaJbn. 

It is probable, that the miniftry oxpfrfled that a 
company, which was to be incoiporated into thole 
of Africa, Cayenne, a,vd North- America, and 
interefted in the trade that was beginning to 
be carried on upon the coafis of St. Domingo, 

Ti^ould obtain a ftrong and permanent power i as 
well from the great conneiSkkuis it w'OuuI have an • 
opportunity ol forming, a? from the facility with 
which it might fupply in one part tlio hvipcs it hud 
fuliained in another. They tltought to l'"''iire tiic 
future fplendour of the company, by ientling them 
the tenth part of the amounj; of their capital, tree 
from intereft for four years, by }?armirtiug the ex- 
portation of aU provifions duty-free into their 
fcttlcmcnts, and by prohibiting n mu<;ii as they 
could the competition of the Dutch* 

Notv/iTMSTAN 0 isro rtB thefp Ihyours, the com- 
pany was never in the leaft fiourilhing Hate. The 
errors they fell into feemed to iacreafe in propor- 
tion to the number of concefliOns that had been in- 
judkoufly beftowed upon them. The kitavtiy of 
their agents, the dejeiflion of the coionilb^, the de- * 

Vaftations of war, with orher caufes, concuricd to 

*» * 

•S,»Sol. 
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* throw their affiiirs into the titftioilconfufion* Their 

min was advancing, and speared inevitable in 
1674) wheh the ftatc judged it proper to pay off 
their debts, which amounted to three millions -five 
hundred and twenty-three thoufandiivies *, and 
to rdmburlib them their capital of one million two 
hundred eighty-feven thoufand one hundred and 
eighty-five livrcs f* Thefc generous terms reftwed 
■ to the body of the ffate thole valuable poffeffions 
which had been hitherto as it Were alienated from 
it. The colonics became entirely French, and all 
the citizens, without diftindion, were at liberty to 
go and fetde there, or to open a communication 
with them. 

TheVrencb TasY wcrc now freed from the chains under 
cOTCTtWr which they had fo long been oppreffed, and nothing 
oSi« feemed capable of abating tor the future the active 

Ipirit of labour and induftry. The tranfports of 
{acuiu joy this event occafioned in the iflands can hardly 
be expreflfed. Every individual gave a full fcope 
£0 his ambition, and thought biuilelf at the eve of 
making an immenfe fortune. If they were deceived 
in thcle expedadons, this cannot be attributed 
cither to their prCfumption or their indolence. 
Their hopes were very natural, Jtnd their, whole 
condud wasfuch asjullified and confirmed tliem, 
Unfortunately, the prejudices of die mother-coun- 
try threw infurmounwbie difficulties in their way. 

Fiasx, it was retjuired, even in the ifiands, that 
every free man, and every flave of cither fex, flbould 
pay an annual poll-tax of a hundred weight of 
raw fugar. It was ki vain urged that the condition 

* 15,431]. 5 «, f 56,3141, tis, 104. 

impofed 



m rm BAfiT ^39 ymrc m>m» " ' 'W 

impofei upon the c6l<HMj?e, to fi*ade only with tfce ® *■ 

niOther-«><j»tiy» was-c^f itfelf « haiiilhiiv 

a#id a reafim'whf they ihwW he exempted trom 
aU othet tesjcs, Thefe p^eftwitetbiis -were iwt 
attended toi •«# they ou^iht .to have hem* Wke^ 
ther from neceflity, or from ignorawiee oft the |>a*t 
of government, thofe farmers w.ho ow^ to have 
been aflifted with Imm wi^howt intcr^ or with 
gratuities, faw part of their hitrveft tfolle^lsed by 
greedy tax*gatherer»i which, had it bcen’teturaed 
into their own fertile fields, would gradwaliy have 
increafed their faodncc. ^ 

Whix.? the iflands were thm deprived of part 
of their produce, the fpirit of monopoly was taking 
efifeiSlaal meafurcs in France to reduce the price of 
what was left them. The privilege of buying it 
up, was limited to a few fe^poytts. This was a 
manifeft infringement of the elifential rights velhed 
in the ocher harbours of the kingdom i but to 
the colonies it proved a very unfortunate rcftric- 
tion, becaufe it leflcned the number of buyers and 
fellers on the coafts. 

To this difadvantage another foon fuccesded. 

The miniftry had endeavoured ^ exclude all fo* 
reign vefleh from thofe diffcant po^fcflioiw, and had 
fucceeded, becaufe they were in eameft. Thde 
navigators obtained from motives of intereft the 
privilege that wfs denled-thdio by the laws. They 
purchAfed of the French merchants pafies to go to 
the colonies, where they took in their ladings, 
and carried them dkefUy to thrir own country* 

This difhonefty might have been panilhed and 
fuppreflhd by a variety of method^, b«t the moil; 

3 deftruftivt! 
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^ deftrii^tive one was adopted; < All fhips were re- 
qoired to give; in their retyroj not only at home, 

; bill likewife at the potts from ' whe^ 

.. . failed, ThK reftraint neCelfarUy pticafioned a con- 

iidctable expence to no purpofe, and could not 
, enhancing ’the price American com- 

.‘. V ■■ ' •- . 

■ ; Tax iaie of fupr, the rftpli: important of them, 

foon met with another 'ch^k. The refiners, in 
i68a, petitioned that the exportation of raw fu- 
gars might he proKbitedV in which they feemed 
to be influenced jmerely by public good. They 
alleged chat it was, repugnant to all found prin- 
ciples,, that the brigind;{>roduce Jhopld be fent 
; awaytofpppprtforeign manufadlures,. and that the 
' ftate Ihpuld voluntarily deprive itfclf of the profits 
of fo valuable a labour. This plaufible reafoning 
made too great .an imprelfion upon Colbert j and 
the confequence of it was, that the refining of 
.fugar was kept np ‘at the forae exorbitant price, 
and the art itfrif neyet; received any improvement. 
This was nbtapproved by the people who ronfumed 
tills article : the Ffcnth fugaa'-tradc fonk, and that 
of the rival nations was vifibly iiiqreafcd. 

; ; Some, of the ifofomlfs,, obrerviog,,,rii.ar the fyflem 
' wa^, not dropped hpewithftaudihg this fatal experi- 
mentj^licited kavelo fine their own fugars. They 
wpceTupplicd with many opnvenienccs to go 
through ihii prcbeA.>at',a'' trifling expcnce,, that 
they flattered the^dyes they might loon, recover 
. that preference they h*^ loft in the foreign markets. 
This change waS tinbre than probable, had not 
every hundred Wcight' of refined fhgstr; dicy font 

V ..home 
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home been clogged with a duty pf eight livres • on 
entering the kingdom. All that could be dont» 
notwithftanding this heavy impofition, was tofup- 
port the French refiners refiding in the kingdom 
in their compcfition. The produce of the fugai^ 
houies in Fraiice> and of thofc in the colonies, were 
enrircly confumed wltliln the empire * ^nd thus an 
important branch of trade was given up, rather 
than it would be acknowledged that a miftake had 
been committed in prohibiting the importation of 
raw fugars. 

From this period the colonies, which fxjpplied 
twtnty-feven iniUlons weight of fugar, could not 
tiii'pofc of the whole of it in the motlier-country, 
which confumed but twenty millions. As the con- 
fu! option of it decreafed, no more was cultivated 
than what was abfoliitely neceffaiy.' This medium 
( oiild only be fi tried in prore'^ of time ; and, before 
this was cfFc£i:ed, the commodiu fell to an exceed- 
ing low price. This decrealc in the value, which 
was alfo ovripg to the negligent manner of making 
it, was ib gr«'at, that raw fugar, which fold for 
fourteen or fifteen livrcsf per hundred tn i 6 Ba, 
fetched no more than five or fix:{: in 17 13. 

The low price of the ftapie commodity would 
have made it impolfible for the colonifts to increafe 
the number of their Oaves, even if the govern- 
ment by its conduft had not contributed to this mjf- 
fortune. The nei^o trade was always in the hands 
of exclufivc companiesi who imported but tew, in 
order to be certain of felling them at a better price,. 

* Seven ftillittgs. f Between j i s. and w s. 

I Not quite 5 8. on an avtr.i|:e. 
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m 'ftave' g&sd? m a%it, that in 

tifefc me ' not wrenty-thpuifea^ 'inegmes in- tkife 
' ;■ • ni»3wa(%ti» fettkmeatfff an! h:«ay falely be affirm- 
, : e#, t^'iSj©#c>f thcfe harfbeen bi^^tin by co^ 

, ttaJswnd-eradf rs» ‘ ;’ Fiftf^-fbaar ife5|>a.,0f : *, moderate 
i@iWw«re>fiifficicntE0^ bring oTCf r^whdie pretluce 
' 'oftJiKfo ei^nie®. . ■' 

French ^®»ds couM wot bnt fink under 
fe maaiy 4ifficuJties. If Ae inhabitant did not 
fijrMe them, and the &uk of their induftry' 
to other places, their perfeverahce mxift be attri- 
buted* tofom© triftmg'^vancagcSi which ftili kept 
them in hopes that their fituation * would be im- 
provedl Tlie culture of tobacco, cocoa, indigo, 
cotton, and’ arnottOj was rather encouraged. Go- 
mnlbcntiupported it indiredlyi by laying heavy 
duries on t^ foreign importation of thcfe articles. 
This flight indulgence gare clTcm time to wait for 
a happier revohition, which was brought abour in 
' , lyiB: ■ 

At' this period^ a |:^in and' Ample regulation 
was fubftituted in Meh of a muMtude of equivocal 
orders, which rapaciotis';tfi(Ecers of the revenue had 
. from time to time extorted from the wants and 
Wcaknefe of government. TLemetchandife deftin- 
ed for the cblonies m exempted from all taxes. 
The up^'Aitterieto commodifies deligned 
. for ■ ' - ' greatly ■ lowered. 

' . to be eiflriu|['and/cJi^e)d4dt'fifeeiyimpon 'paying ' 

^ V’ pip' idixides l^d'- upon foreign 

V’ ■ ft%ar$were.td b? leyi^cuery whcre^^ilcei without ' 
any - itg^d to pariiciflai! 

'.; ' ^ i "■ . \ cafes 
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cafes of re-exportation in the ports of Bafomje * * 

and Marfdlks* 

In granting fo itxany favours to her retoofee^ 
poflefilons, the mother-countiy was not unmindful 
of her own intercib. All jnerchandife, prohibited 
at home, vr&i alfo forbidden in the coloniesw To 
let u re the preference to its own manufafltures, it 
w*u enafted, that even fuch comrooditios as were 
not prohibited fhould pay duty on their entry 
into France, although they were dellined for the 
( olonies ► Salt beef alone, which the mothcr-cotm- 
j ry could not furaiih in competition* was exempted 
iioin this duty. 

This regulation would have been as bcncficiid 
a one as the .itnes would admit of, if the edift" 
inid allowed that the trade from AnKrica, which dll 
ihen iud been confined to a fe w fea-ports, Ihould 
oe general j and if it had rdcafed fhips froiu the ne- 
. t (l»<y of K fuming to the place from whence they ^ 
tiiine. I'hefe rellraints lin’ltcd the number of fca- 
iuen, railed the expenecs of navigation, 'and pre- 
irented the exjiortation of the productions of the 
f oupfry. The perfons who were then at the head 
of affairs ouglit to luve been fcftfiblc Of thefe in- 
convenicoces, and no doubt intended one day to 
refiore to ti ade that fu ' dom and fpirk which alone 
can make it flourifh. They were probably forced 
to facrifice tlueir own views to the clamoursiof men 
in powetj, who 'openly di&pproved of whatever 
oppofed their own intcreft. 

NoTwiTHsTANDitfo this wcaknels, the colo* 
nifts, who had rcludantly given up the hopes of 
an excellcat foil* beftowed their utratoft induftiy 
'' upon 
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' tipon it, as foon as tliey wert; allowed that libeftjr* 
Their fuTCsfsafto.mnied ailij^tjons. IfgOvernment^ 
on the arrival of the Ftcnch in the New world, 
ha<i.eil[ljr forcfeen, what they icaxned. from experi-f 
ence'a f.entury later, the llate might fopn have-en- 
joyeiii- from the , advantages of cultivation, that ■ 
wealth which would. have added , mqre to its pro- 
fperity than couqveftsi it would hot then have been 
as much ruined by its vid:orks as by its defeats. 
Thofe prudent miniftera, who repaired the Ioffes of 
war by a happy revolution in trade, would not have 
had , the jnortifipation to fee that Santa Cruz was 
evacuated in: 1696, n-t^d St.-ChriSropher’s given up 
at the peace of Utrecht. Their concern would havp 
been greatly heightened, could tJiey have forefeen 
chat in 1763 the French would be reduced to de- 
liver up the Grahades to the Englifh. Strange 
infatuation of the ambition of nations, or rather 
of kings ! After facrilicing thoufands of lives to 
acquire and to prelerve a remote poffeffion, a 
greater number raiill; ftill be javifned to lofe it. 
Yet France has fqme Ihiportanc colonies left : let 
us begin with Giiiana, . which lies to windward of 
ail thc red. 

The ‘ great extent of this immeafe country is 
evident frpm its yery boundariesi It is limited on 
the.ead by the" ocean j on the north by the Oro- 
nookq ^ 'bn the ibuth .by the Atnazons j and on the 
weft: by the filio-negro, whichjoins fhole two.ri vers 
the iargeft in, Saudi- America. Guiana, in this 
pohtion, may ,bp ponfidered as an iftand, at leaft 
two hundred leagues oyer from nortli to. foutb, 
and: above tlii'ee htmdi:edfrom caft to weft,. 

' ’ ' The 
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The who roved aJjout this vaft : 

fortunately bounded, before the arrival of ch« ,|Eu* 
ropeans, were divided' intb&Verd natibni^i 
of which were very numerous. ' Theii' Bbiiihers 
were the fame as thofe of the favages of the fouthern 
continent. The Caribs oijIy,y^d from their num*- 
bers and courage wereriKure than the 'retx 

diftinguilhedthcmfelVeS byar^fr^abketiiom in 
the choiceof their chiefs. To bit tjuAiijfibd 
vern fuch a pet^lCi it was neceiTary a ttian Ih^dd 
have more ftrength, more iitfrcpidity,' *fld itwre 
knowledge, thmi the refr Of His larethrefti and that 
he fhould give evident and puidic proofs of thefe 
fuperior qualifications. 

The man, ritereforej who afpired to the homw 
of commanding his brethrehi miifr previoufl)^ be 
well acquainted with all the places fit for hunting 
affd fiili ing, and with all the fpriiigs and roads. He 
was obliged to endure long and fevete fads i and 
w^as afterwards cjspofed to carry burdens of an 
enormous weight. He ufed to pafs feverd nights , 
as a centinel, at the entf^ce of the <?arbec or 
principal hut. He was buried lip the vTaift in an 
ant’s nefl:, where he remained fOr a coftfiderable 
time expofed to frarp, and Woody ftjngs. If in 
all thefe fituations he ihevfted a ftrehgdt ^ foa^i- 
tude fit to fupport die diuigers and hardfiiips in- 
cident to the lives of fa^agi^l if he was one 
who could endure«every thinj^ and fepff ndthipg; 
he was declared fit . to be their chief.. He 
withdrew, however, as if Oonfrious of ' ysrhac 
his intended dignity required, i^ cpnci^iM him- 
fclf under thich bufties. The people' wehife btrt to 
Vot, IV. I feck 
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* xiu feekhim in a retreat, wMch made him more defefv- 
ing of the poft he, feemed to decline. Each of the 
. . ■ ainftants trod upon his head/t^tlhew him, that, be- 
ingraifed froOa the dull: %• his equals, it was in 
thciTpower to fink him into it, again, if ever he 
jfeduid, be forgetful of the duties of his flarion. 
Sdeb was die ceremony' of his coronation. After 
this pOlkical IdTon, all the bows., anti arrows were 
thrown at his feet j and the nation was obedienr to 
his laivs, or rather to his example.' 

, Suca were the inhabitants of Guiana, when the 
Spaniard Alpbohfo de Ojeda firft landed there in 
1499, with Americus, Vefpucius and John de la 
Cofa. He went over a part of it ; but this expe- 
dition' afforded him only a fuperficial knowledge 
of fo vaft a country. Many others were under- 
taken at a greater expence, but turned out ftill 
more unfucccfsful. They were, Ivowever, feiil 
continued, from a motive which ever did and ever- 
will deceive mankind. . . 

A REPORT prevailed, though its origin could not 
be difeovered, that, in the interior parts of Guiana, 
there was a country known by the nanie of del 
Dor&doy which contained iminenfe riches in gold 
andprecious Aonesi more mines and treafures than 
ever Cortez and Pizarro had found. , This fable not 
only inflaiTied the ardent imagination of the Spa- 
niards, but' fired eYery nation in Europe, 

Sir Walter l^aleigh in particular, one of the molt 
extraordinary msn rlat ever appeared in a country 
. abounding in fingubr characters, w'as, feized with 
* this enthufiafiri, He was paffionately fond of every 
thing that was magnificent j he enjoyed a reputa- 
^ " tion 
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tion fuperlor to tEat &f the greattfft mett s' fee Ead ® * 

more knowledge than thofe wibofe irtaisiediate poi'* -v~— * 

fuit was learning j fee pofifeded a freedom of ifeink- 
ing uncommon in thofe days s and bad a kind df 
romantic torn in his frntimdncsi and behaviour. 

This determined liim, in I59|^» m undertake a 
voyage to Guiana; but fee returned without dif- 
covering any thing relative to tfee bbjftfr of feis 
voyage; On feis return, however, he published 
an account, full of the moft brilliant impoftufes 
that ever ainufcd the credulity of maiakind- 

The French had not waited for this deceitful 
account to turn their view's towards fo celebrated 
a country. They had long before adopted the ge- 
neral prejtKlice with a vivacity peculiar to them- 
fclves. While the hopes of their rivals vv'cre en- 
gaged on the fide of the Oronbpko, they fought 
to realize their own expefrations upon the river 
Amazon. After many fruitlefs excurfions, they at 
length fettled on die illand of Cayenne in 1635. 

Some merchants of Rouen, thinking that this 
fctrlcmcntmighr prove advantageous, united their 
frock in 1643. They intrufted their affairs in the 
hands of a man of a ferocious difpofition, named 
Poncet dcBretigny, who, having tleclaned war both 
againft the colon ills ajjd the lavages, was foon 
maifacred. This catallropfee having checked the 
ardour of the affociates, a new company waa efta- 
biilhed in 1651, which fceincd to promife to be 
much more couliderable than the former, T‘hcy 
fet out with fo large a capital as to enable them to 
colled, in Paris itfelf, leven or eight hundred colo- 
nifrs, Thefe embarked on the Seine, fei order to 

I 3 fail 
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faU downtp,Havj!:$ ^e<^aoe. Unfortunately, the 
virtuoiia: Alsbe yho was the prin- 

cip4 i^Qjinp of this undertafeihgj and was to 
havej^ the, mpia^ipent of it as, diredor-general, 
Arpwn^,, m, 'He',','*^ 

•■ Eplville,' a geiilJei^an of who was 

going over to CajM^infc as gehcr^, sdTafEnated 
in the pafiagc. Twelve of the fH-inctpal adven- 
turers, who were the perpetrators of this ad, and 
had undertaken ^iput the colony into a flourilhing 
cbndition, bi^st^ there in as atrocious a manner 
as ihi^ht bees|je^ied,from fo horrid a beginning. 
They hanged ope of their own number j two died ; 
three were baniftieA to a defart illandj the reft: 
abandoned themfelves to every kind of excefs. The 
comrriandant of the citadel deferred to the Dutch 
, with part of his jganrafon. The remainder, that 
had efcapcd hunger, poverty, and the fury of the 
favages, which had been rouzed by numbcrlcfs 
provocations, diought themfelves happy in being 
able to get. over to the Leeward iftan^ in a boat 
and two canoeis* They abandoned the fort, am- 
munition, arms, and mcrchandife, with five or fix 
hundred dead bc«3ies of their wretched compa- 
nions, fifteen months after they had landed on 
the, ifland. ' , 

Ji NEW corppany was formed in ififij, under the 
dircftion of La Bafre, mafter of requefts. Their 
capitd was no moire than two hundred thouland 
iivrcs *. , The 'aCiftance, th«y obtained from the 
miniftry, enabled them tO expel the Dutch j who, 
under the conduct of ^pranger, had taken poiTeflion 

■',/ . •■»,7soL' ■ ■ ■ 



IN' THE, EAST AND WEST INDlEf* , ; * 

of the lands granted to them, after they ^ 

evacuated by their countrymcti. A year after, this 
inconfiderable body made a part of the great com- 
pany which united the pofTe^ns: and ptmfegw of 
ail the reft. Cayenne retumid in^O the hands 
government at that happy period wlpch ireftored 
freedom to all the colonies^ It wa^ tafecn ih iSSy 
by the Englilh, and in *676 by the Jt^iich; but 
has never even been attacked ISicd Sfttic. 

This fettlement, fo often ovcrtuwwtd, ligd but 
juft begun to be re-eftablifht^, a^nd to Cnjby Ibme 
tranquillity, when great hopes' were entertained of 
its fuccefs. Some pirates, ladtn with fpqils they 
had gathered in the South Seas, came and fixed 
there; and, what was of confei|uenc4 re- 
folved to employ their treafiires intlie cultiv^tiqn of 
the lands. It was probable, that their plan would 
be profecuted with .vigour, becaiife their nieans 
were great ; when DucalFe, who was reputed an 
able feaman, came with fonte Ihips, in and 
propofed to them the plundering of Surinarh. This 
excited tlieir natural turn for plunder ; the new co- 
lonifts bccaiToc pirates again, and almoft all the in- 
habitants followed their example. 

The expedition proved unfortunate. Some of 
the befiegcrs fell in the attack j the reft wfjre taken 
prifoners, and lent to the Garibbee iftands, where 
they fettled. The colony haS' never Recovered this 
lofs. Far from extendinginto Guiana, it has new 
been in a profpexous ftate at Cayenne. 

This iOand is only parted from the continent by 
two rivers ; and may be about fixteen leagues in 
circumference. By a particular formation, very 
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rarely to fee nih -wkliin iOan'ds, and which tenders 
it little fit high nea^ 

the w^t' 4de,; arid low in the middle. Hence it is 
interiel^ed lyith fo many motaifes, that all cqmmtJ- 
nidition is impracHcablej ■without taking a great 
hireulfc. tJntil the lands that are under water are 
drained, and fecured from future inundations by 
dykfs properly :railed,, tlkrri wili fee iid place fit 
for culture, except the riling grounds. There are 
Ibme friialJ traiSis bfan excellent, foil to be found 
there ; but tBe gehefality iS dry, ,fandy,-and foon 
exhauked.'; The only 'fown in the. , colony is de- 
fended, fey i cdveft-wiay, a farge ditch, a very good 
mild raroparti arid five bafitons. In the middle of 
the town is a pretty con.fid,crabIe eminence; of 
.which ,i redoubt has been' made that is called the 
fort, where forty men might capitulate after the 
place had been .talcen. The entrance into the 
harbour is through a , narrow channel ; and fiiips 
canioidy',k®^ fo high W.atcr through the rocks 
and teefs that are feactered about this pafs. 

Tbe' firft. produce of Cayenne was, the arnotto. 
T.'his is a red dye, called by the Spaniards adiste, 
into ■Which they dip the white wool, whatever co- 
lour they intqrid.td give It, Tlie tree that yields 
this dye has ‘:a. reddilh bark,, and large, ftrong, and 
hard leaves, of a dark green colour. It is as high as 
a plutub'-tfeC,. and . more bulhy. The fio'wers, that 
grow iri' buriChi^j not tirilike wild rofes, are fuc- 
ceeded' twice a year, by pod, sias prickly as diefhell 
' of a chefnutybut fmalier. . Thev contain fome little 
, . feeds of a pale .red, and thefe make the arnotto, 

' ’ ‘ ,As 
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As foon as one of the tight or ten potJ? that grow ® xw.-- 
in a bunch opens of kfel[f> the reft itia^ be gathered, 

Ail the feeds are then to be taken out, and thrown / • 
diredtly into large troughs, full of water. When 
the fermentation begins, the feeds are to be biaiifai 
feveral times with wooden peftles, till the Ikih is ' ' 
entirely taken off. The whole is then poured into 
fieves made of rulhes, which retain aU irhe.folid 
parts, and let out a thick, reddiilh, and . fetid H-* 
quor info iron coppers prepared to receive it. As 
it boils, the feum is Ikimrried off, and kept, in 
large pans. When die liquor yields no more feum, 
it is thrown away as ufeiefs, and the feum poured 
back into the copper. 

1‘his feum, vdiich is to be boiled for ten or 
twelve hours, muff be conftantly' ftirred with a 
wooden fpatula, to prevent ks fticking to the 
copper, or turning black. ’When it is' boiled 
enough, and fomewhat hardened, it is.fpread upon 
boards to cool. It is then made up into cakes of 
tw'o or three pounds weight, and the whole pro- 
cefs is finiflie.d. ; 

From the culture of the arnotto, Cayenne pro- 
rcetlcd to that of cotton, of indigpj. and at laff of 
fugar. it was the firft of tdi, the, French colo- 
nics that attempted to grow coffee; which was 
brought thither in 17 ai by fame dclerters, who 
purchafed their pardon by conveying it from Suri- 
naiT),. where they had, taken refuge. .Ten or 
years after, they planted cocoa. In i75n,.a6o,.54i 
pounds weight of arnotto, 80,163 pounds of fugar, 

17,91 9 pounds of cotton, n6,88i jvjunds of coffee, 
p 1,9 16 pounds of cocoa, 618 trees, for timber, and 
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104 pjainks, were exported from the colony. All 
thefe articles were the refult bf the labour of ninety 
French families, a hundred, and -twenty-five Indi- 
ans, and fifteen hundred blacks j which made up 
the whole of the colony. 

Such, and weaker ftill, was the ftate of Cayenne, 
when, in 1763, the court of Verfailles endeavoured 
to render it extremely fiourifhing, by a fyfiem which 
occafioned a general aftonifhmeht. The French 
had then jufi: ennerged from the horrors of an un- 
fuccefsful war. The fituatioh of affairs had deter- 
mined the nfiniftry topurchafe peace with the cef- 
fion of feveral important colonies. It appeared 
etjually neceflary to make die nation forget her 
diftreiTes, and the errors that had been the caule 
of them. The prafpc6t of better foitime might 
amufe the people, and filecce their clamours } while 
their attention was removed from poffeffions the 
nation had loft, and turned towards Gujana, which, 
it was pretended, would compenfate all their mif- 
fortunes. 

This vaft country, which was long diftinguiflhed 
by- the pompous title of Equinoftial France, was 
not the. Idle property of that power, as ftie iiad for- 
merly pretended. The Dutch, by, fettling to tlie 
Hortfi, and the Pof tugiiefe to the South, had con- 
fined the French between the riyers of Maroni 
and Vi| 3 rf;ent PinyoiOi, which limits were fixed by 
ieveral treaties, Thefe boundaries u/ere equally di- 
ftanc from. Cayenne j andthe extent between them 
comprehends no Ie& than a hundred leagues of the 
fea coaft. The navigation along this coaft is ex- 
tremely op account of the rapidity of die 
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currents, and is continually obftruftcd by finall 
iflands, banks of fand, and of hardened mud, ;ahd 
by ftrong mangroves dofcly entangled that expend 
two or ^ec leagties into the fea. There is no 
harbour, and few places where ihips can landi and 
the Isghteft floops often meet with infuperable ob- 
ftaclcs. The large and numerous rivers that water 
this continent are not more navigable. ' , Their bed 
in many places is barred by vail rocks, which 
makes it ’impoffible to fail through them. The 
fliore, which is generally flat, is moftly overflowed 
by the fpring*tidc5. In the inland country, moft 
of the low lands become morafles alfo in , the 
rainy feafon. Tlien there is no fafety but upon the 
higher grounds. Thefe inui^atbns, however, that 
fufpend all the labours of hulhandry, contribute ta 
render the beat more hippcartablc, without pro- 
ducing that malignant influettce tgjonthe dimatc 
which might be apprehended from them. Uncer- 
tain conjeftures can only be formed of the popu- 
lation of the inland parts, That of the fea-coaft 
may amount to nine or ten thouf^nd men, divided 
into levcral nations, the, moft powerful of which 
are the Galibis. Some miflionaries, by great at- 
tention and pcrfeveranice, have fou^ means to fix 
bme of thofe roving nations, and even to recon- 
cile them to the Frei^ch, agaihft whom they had 
with reafon ci}tei|aincd the ftrongeft prejudices. 
The firftadvtnturei;s who frequented this country, 
took away or bought men, whom theycondemn* 
ed to the, hardeft laboufs of flavery on the very 
foil where they were born free, or ibid them to the 
colonifts of theCaribbee iflands, ' Their common 
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price at ^ twenty pifteles * a head. Hap^ 

piiy for the mha-bitantsi they rofe fo exorbitantly 
in’ their demands, that no pijfchalers could be 
found. ' It was thought preferable to purchafe ne- 
groes, ‘ who werq almoft as expert at hunting and 
fifeng, and better fkiUcd in the labours of the 
great plantations that, "were then carrying on in 
e-rerypart.' ' ^ 

• GtriANA, as ■we hiSVc defcribed’ it, appeared a 
reiy valuable refource to the French mihiftry, re- 
duced as they were to the neceflity of correding 
the great mijft:akes they had coitimittcd. A few 
confiddratiems will enable us , to judge of their 
motives.' 

Americ Aprefents itfeif to Europe under two dif- 
ferent points of view. It blfers to thofe, wlib emi- 
grate fmm Us, two taanes Co be peopled and culti- 
vated, the torrid, and the northern temperate zone. 
The firft, more fruitful, and richer, but merely fo 
in articles of luxury and indulgence, muft there- 
fore haVe afforded the brightertprofpccl, and fooiier 
given a more extenfive inBuence to thofe powers 
that made thcmfelves mafters of it. This zone 
being more apparently calculated for tlerpotiffn, 
becaufc the heat of the climate, arid the fertility of 
the foil, difpofe men i!b bccomit Haves for the fake 
of eafe and pieafurei was tb^Jrefbre mofl fit to be in 
the poflelHoh of 'abiEblute monarchies, and to be 
peopled with ' ^ only cultivate 

fuch produdibbs ' as were pimjper to enervate the 
vigour and elafticity of'fhe fibres, by iheteaSng the 
number of our moft lively fenfations. The mines 

■ ' *161. J5's. 
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that aboun 4 lche^j aiBbrding 
" ing wealth, wfthpti.t- 

the decay of Itates, by the they afSjfaiipf’ 

exciting otir defiriea 'and .aur.^iJity ^ ciyoywjcdlS!.'' ' 
The nations that inhabit .that zpne.naiffl:, ther^ 
pi theji' fink into iodolmbe,. or engage r^ Piidferia^^ 
ings 'ftiggefted- by ani'a^bitkin.'virhiG'h :b<ippines. Ip 
much the more dangerous from ks firft f«cc^; 0 e 8 .. 
As thofe . dates ..miftopk .the i^leqtw,p(&p?,!pir..''dgp 5 ' 
of wealth for the, original fotwop .and cafifeW poH 
tioal drengthj.they imgwcd^Xhatwidt mp.ne'y:^^ 
could keep the natipris in- their pay^ a|SN,t^^ 
the negroes in their chains j; and never ponfidercd 
tliat the very means which 1/^0,1114 procure them 
aliiesj wouid turn them into fo many pdwe^ul 
cnemiesj who, umting their aripsf: with the riches 
of foreign powers, would cx^rt this double force 
to fubvert the whole. ' 

The temperate zone of North. America could 
only attrad free and laborious people. Itfurnilhcs 
no produdions but what are ^romon .i^d neceffar 
ryj and which, for that very tfeafon,; are a conft^t 
fource ofwcalth.and flxength-' Tt favours popula- 
tion, by fupplying . materials for that (juict and , 
peaceful fpccics of hufbanciiy which ftaes and mul- 
tiplies families j and,,,,' as "it. .dpes, not. .excite inor- 
dinate delires, is a fecurityJ againft invalion, , It 
reaches through, an immcnfe.cOntifljSinti And pre- 
fen ts a large, extent of country,^ on every fide,"pge.n ■ 
to navigation;. Its coalls are walhed lha which . 

is generally, navigable, and, abounds wil^h harbours. 
The colonids are not at fo great -a didahce from 
the mother-country ; they live in a .climate more . 

. analogous 
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® *■ aiiaf6gom to their own j and in a fituation that is 

fit for hunting, fifliing, hufljandrjr, and for all the 
manly exercifes and labours which improve the 
fla-Cttgtk of the body, and are prefervatives againft 
the Vicoi that t^nt the mind. Thus, in America, 
as in Europe, the North will have the fupcriority 
over the South. The one wiH be covered with in- 
habitants and pl^ations: while the other will 
lavifb its voluptuous liquors, and its golden mines. 
The one will be able to civilize the favage nations 
by their intercourfe with a free people; the other 
will only produce a monUrous feeble mixture of a 
race of Haves with a nation of tyrants, which can 
never acquire any degree of ftrength. 

It was of great importance to the Ibuthern co- 
lonies to have their refources for population and 
ftrength in the North, where they might exchange 
the commodities of luxury for thofe of neceffiry, 
and keep open a communication chat might afford 
them fuccours if they were attacked : a retreat in 
cafe they w®rC defeated, and a fufply of land-forccs 
to balance the weakneft of tlieir naval refources. 

Before the laft war, tlic French fouthern colo- 
nies enjoyed this advantage. Canada, by its fitua- 
tion, the warlike genius of its inhabitants, their 
alliaqceswith the Indian nationsin firiendihip with 
the French, andftnnd of the ftanknels and freedom 
of their manners, might balance, or at Ifeaft give 
umbrage to. New England, T he lofs of that great 
continent determined the French miniftry to feek 
for fupport from ^lother. Guiana was thought a 
very proper fittradon for this purpofe, if a free and 
national population ^ould be eftabljlhed there, 

whiciH 
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which might be able to reAft foreign attark;?, md, * * 

in coarfe of time, to furiiilb a fpeedf afliftancc to 
the other Colonies, when ckcumftances mi^t rcr* 
quire it. 

Such was ctritfently the fyflem of the miaiftcr.. 

He did hot imagine, that a paft of the world tht» 
inhabited, couldever enrich theTOOther-eoOntty by 
the produce (^fuch commodities .as ane pec:i4iarto 
the fouthem colonies. He was Coo intdltgent not 
to know, that there is no foch iMng, as HblUng, 
without complying with the general jcun of the 
market; and that this cannot be done but by pro^ 
ducing faleable commodities at the fanne rate'as 
other nations can afford them .'} and that labours, 
executed by free men, mnft of ncceCGty bear a 
much higher price than chofe chat arc exacted; 
from flaves. 

The mcafurcs were direOi^ by an adi'rc’mi- 
niftcr. As a wife polidcian who does notfacrjfice 
fafety to wealth, he only propofed to rajfe a bul- 
wark to |Mr<«ea the French pQfifeffions. As a phi- 
lofopher who. feels for his J&llow^-creatmes; wh^ 
knows arid refpe<£b the rights of humanity, he 
wiflicd to people thefe fesrtde but defert regions 
with free men. But gemus; cfpecjally when too 
impatient of fuccd&^ cannOtlbrefce every circum- 
ftance. The miftake proceeded from fuppofmg, 
that Europeans would be able, to undergo the 
fatigues of preparing landafor cidtivatioa . under 
the torrid aone ; that men, who quirted tliekown 
country only in.hopes of. With greater fatis- 

faOion in another, would accomthPdate themfelves 
to' the precarious fubhtewic of a &vage ; hfe in a 

'■ 1' ' ■ worie 
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- woffe climate than that. which. they had left; of^ 
ialtly, that it would be an cafy matter to eftablilh 
an intercourfe of importance between Guiana and 
the French iflands. 

Tnts bad fyfteixi, which the government was 
drawn into by a fet of enterprifing men, who 
Were either mined by their pjefnmption, or \vho 
facrificed the public good to their oVn private 
. views, was as extravagantly executed as it had 
, been inconfideratdly adopted. Every thing was 
blended together, without any principle of Icgifla- 
tion, and without confidering in what manner Na- 
ture had adapted the feveral lands to the men wlio 
were to inhabit them. The inhabitants were di- 
vided into two clafles, tlie proprietors and the mer- 
cenaries. It was not confidcred, that this divifion, 
at prefent cftablilhed in Europe, and in rnoffc civi- 
lized nations, was the confequcnce of wars, of re- 
volutions, and of the numberlcfs chances which 
time produces •, that it was the efieef of the pro- 
gress of civilization,' not the bafis and foundation ' 
of fociety, which in its origin rcqxfires that all its 
members Ihould have fome property. Colonies, 
which ,are new populations and nevr fopieties, 
ought to adhere to' this fundamental rule. It was 
broken tlirou]^ at the very firft eftabliihrnent of 
the dblony, by allotting lands in Guiana to thofe 
only Wild were able to ativahec a certain fund for 
the cultivation of thetn. Others, whofe defires 
were tempted with, uncertain hopes, were excluded 
from this divifion bf lands. This was an error 
equally contrary to ibutid policy arid humanity. 

. Had a portion of land been given to every new in- 

■ habitant' 
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Kabicant that was fent over to this barrea ai^ ,de- ® v 
fert country! ,eaph perfon would have cultivated his v^ , 

own fpot in, proportion to his ftren^h or. abihtiesi , 

one by the means his money would have afforded 

him’i another, by hU own kbtmr- It was 

that thofe, who were pofleffed of a capital, (hpuld 
neither be difeonraged, becaufe they, were men of 
cn-eat importance to a rifing colonyi not that they 
lionld have an cxclnfive preference given ^ed), 
left it fhould prevent them from having affiftantS 
who mi'^ht be willing to be dependent on them. It 
was alfo indifpenrabiy neceffary. that every mem- 
ber of the new colony fhould be offered fame pro- 
perty, with which he might employ his labour, .his 
iadufl-iy, his money; in a word, his greater or 
leffer powers to his advantage. It ought to have 
been foreft en, that Europeans, in whatever fitua- 
tion they were, would not quit their own countryi 
but with the hopes of improving their fortune; 
and that deceiving their hopes and confidence in 
this refpeft, would be an effectual way to rum the 
colony intended to be eftablilhed. 

In vain did government fupply the colonifts w ith 
two years iubfiftence. This vrns too great a fupply 
at one time. It muft fpoil, either in the tranfport, 
or at the end of the voyage. The very paffage in 
which fome part muft be eftnfumed, and the reft 
iniured, could not but make chefe provifions dear, 
fcarce, and noxious. A hot climate, and a darnp 
country, would be additional caufes of putrctac- 
tion among the provifions, and of ficknefs and. 
mortality among the men. It would have been 
a folly to pretend to carry over frpnn Europe 
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to Guiana a fufHcicnt quantity of live cattle, to 
furniQi frcfli meat every day for a numerous co- 
lony. Moftofthem would have died, either in 
the paflage, or at their arrival ; for, as animals are 
more immediately under die influence of nature, 
they are the more affedled by the fuddcn altera- 
tions of the air, and by the change of climate 
and food. 

T HE increafc of cattle fliouldiiave preceded that 
of men. Both fhould have multiplied by degrees } 
and the feeds of culture in that diftant region 
fhould have been firft prepared, before the inha- 
bitants were become too numerous. The firft ex- 
ports fliouldhave been intonfidcrable, and attended 
with every advance, every affiftance neceflary for 
clearing the lands. In proportion as the infant 
colony Ihould have produced enough, and even 
more than was neceflary for its own confumprion, 
the purchafe of the overplus would have become a 
fource of increafe. Agriculture and population 
would then have mutually afiifted and promoted 
each otiier. The new eolonifts would have excited 
others to follow their example ; and fociety, like 
individuals, would have arrived at its proper ftrength 
and maturity in the fpace of twenty ycars» 

These very plain and natural refledions never 
occurred to the contrivers of this foheme. Twel ve 
thoufand men, after a tedious, navigation, were 
landed upon dreary and inholpitaife Ihores. It is 
well known, that, almoft throughout the torrid 
zone, the year is divided into two fcafons, the dry, 
and the rainy. In Guiana, fuch heavy rains faH, 
from the beginning of November to the end of 

■ May,, 
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May, tf>af Eh« l«ni48 iW® wchpr otei^ owed, at 

leaft unfit for tillage^ Had the new colqnifts ar- 
rived there irt th^ beginning of the dry f ‘jlf m, and 
bcfn placed pj> the land? doftined for them, they 
would Iwd time to put their habkaftions in 
order, to cut dovn nr burn the W’oedt, and to 
plough .-ind fow their fields. * 
f'oR want of theie precautions, they knew not 
where to beftow fdch multitudes of people as were 
conftantly pouring in j uft at the rainy Itafon, The 
ifiand of Cayenne might have been a proper place 
for the reception and rcfrelhmcnt of the new- 
comersi till thefy could have been difpofed of » 
there they might have found lodging and alBftance. 
But the fdlfc opinion which prevailed, that the 
new colony muft not be internuxed with the old, 
deprived them of diis rcfonrcc. In canfcqucnce 
of this prejudice, twelve thoufand men, devoted 
to deftruflion, were landed on tlie banks of tite 
Kourou, on a ridge of fand, ainidft a number oi' 
unwholefome little iflands, and only ihcltered un~ 
der a miferablc awning. In this Utuatiort, 'totally 
inadive, a.nd weary of exigence, they gave them- 
fclves up to all the irregularities that idlenefs ne- 
ceflarily produces among men of the lowefi: dafs, 
removed far from their native country, and placed 
under a foreign fky j there they fell into a itaie of 
mifeiy, and were feixed with contagious difirCmpers, 
the neceffary confequenoes of fuch a fituationj and 
their wretched life was at length terminated in all 
the horrors of ddpair. Their face wi0 ever call 
aloud for vengeance on thofe %vho cither invented, 
or promoted this deftruftive fchcmcj a fcheme, 
VoL. IV. K which. 
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“ XJU* ^ which, though attended with fuch confiderable ex'* 
V— pences, terminated in the fudden deftrudion offo 
many unfortunate men 3, as if the devaflations of 
war, which they were intended to repair, had not 
fwept away a fuificient number in the courfe of 
eight years. 

That nothing might r)e wanting to connpletc 
this horrid tragedy,, fifteen hundred men, who had 
elcaped this dreadful calamity, were wafii^d away 
by the floods. They were diftributed upon lands> 
where they were overflowed at the return of the 
rains, and every one of them perilhed, without 
ieaying behind them any pofterity,. or the leaft 
trace of their memory. 

The ftate has deeply lamen-ted this lols, and has 
impeached and punilhed the principal autlior of 
it. But, how dreadful . is it for out country, for 
the fubjedts,, for every man who is interefted in. 
the lives of his fellow-citizens, to fee them thus 
lavifhed ■ upon ruinous enterprises by an abfurd 
jcaloufy of authority, which enjoins the moll: rigo- 
rous fccrecy upon all public operations. Is it not 
then the intereft of the whole nation that, her rulers 
Ihouid be well informed ? And how can, they be fo, 
but from collefting general information? Why 
fhould projeds, of which the people aie to be both 
the object and the inftrument. be concealed from 
them?, Can the will be commanded without the 
judgment, or can we infpire. courage without con- 
fidence? The only true information is to be ob- 
tained front public writings, where truth appears 
undifguifed, and falfehood fears to be deteded. 
Secret memoirs, private fchemes, are commonly 

the 
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the work of artful and interefted men,,who infinuate 
themfelves into the cabinets of perfons ift admi- 
niftration by dark, oblique, and indireft ways. 
When a prince or a minifter has afted according to 
the opinion of the public, or of enlightened men j 
if he is unfortunate, he cannot on any account be 
blamed. But, when enterprifes are undertaken 
without the advice or againft the fenfe of the 
pcoplej when events are brought on unknown to 
thole whofe lives and fortunes are expofed by them: 
what can this be but a fecret league, a combina- 
tion of a few individuals, againft focicty in gene- 
ral ? Can it be polTiblc, that authority Ihould think 
itfclf degraded by an intercourfe with the citi- 
zens? Or will men in power for ever treat the 
reft of mankind with fo great a degree of con- 
tempt, as not even to defire that the injuries they 
have done them Ihould be forgiven ? . 

What has been the conlequence of that ca- 
taftrophe, in which fo many fubjefts, fo many 
foreigners, have been facrificed to the illufions 
of the French Miniftry with refpeft to Guiana ? 
This unhappy climate has been inveighed againft 
with all the rancour with which refentment and 
misfortune can aggravate its real pvils. It has 
been afferted, that colonieswould never be brought 
to flourilh there, even if thofe very principles of 
culture and adminiftration, by which all other co- 
. lonies have.profpered were to be adopted. This 
opinion is grounded upon the bart^nefs of the 
foil, the exceffive dampnefs of the climate, the 
prodigious fwarms of ants that infeft thaecoitirttry, 
and the facility the flaves have of defc|^g;, from 
K 2 the 
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® Xiu ^ manwraftures. , Thefe complaints are in fome 
V— V*— ' degree tmCi, butfomewhae cssaggerated. 

Because the ifiand of Cayenne is not very fer- 
tile, ’it cannot furely without injuflice be inferred, 
that the. neighbour ingcontinent is entirely unfit for 
tultiyation. Thofc, who make this inference, haVe 
only obferved the marlhycoafts of this vaft country. 
But thofc who liave penetrated into the inland 
parts, are of a very different opinion : and the few 
experiments already made, corttradid a prejudice 
founded merely on the firft appearances. 

The apprchchfions arifing from the duration of 
the rains are not fo ill-grounded. This defed in 
the 'fcafons endangers the lives of the cultivators, 
incrcafes the fatigues of their labour, and renders 
their crops precarious, t fpecially that of fugar, 
which has hitherto been Icfs plentiful on the conti- 
nent, and inferior in quality to that which comes 
from the iflands. But it is not to be doubted, that 
the inundations will in a great meafurc fubfide, 
when the woods arc cleared away, which have co~ 

. vered thei’e vafi: deferrs from the beginning of the 
v.'orid. Trees attrad 'the rains and dews } and 
keep the ground damp by excluding the rays of 
the fun.’ If we remove thefe great vegetables, 
which by their deep roots and wide-extended bows, 
abforbandpump up, all the juices of vegetation that 
circulate either in the internal pak, or in the atmo- 
fphere of the globe, nothing will remain but a 
moifture which will be ferviceable to the planta- 
tions. 

At prefent the greater part of them are over- 
run widi ants, and many to foch a degree at 
' ' fome- 
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rometimes to baffle the greateft hopes of fuccels. ® 
But this is an evil that ever/ new fettlernent 
in America has experienced, and which in nme 
they have been freed from. Many do not now 
fufflir any inconvenience from it; the reft but lit- 
tle. Guiana will Be lefs lubjeft to it, in propor- 
tion as the lands are cleared. 

As to the negroes, if there Is any danger of 
their runningaway, of their cpile^tihg together in a 
body, and intrenching themfelyes in the woods, it 
is the tyranny of their inafters that compels them 
to it. No doubt this inconvenience is greater on 
the continent than in the iflands ; but the defer- 
tion of thefe unhappy men will be prevented when- 
ever their condition is made tolerable, The law of 
neceflity, which reftrains even tyrants, will pre- 
feribe that moderation in Guiana' that humanity 
alone fhould infpire every where. 

The obftacle leaft attended to, though the moft 
infuperable of all, is the difficulty, nay the impof- 
fibiiity,of imdcrtakinganyconliderable plantations 
on the coaft of Guiana. 7'hat coaft which lies to 
the South of Cayenne, for the fjjace of twenty 
leagues, prefents only a marlhy ground, which is 
overflowed by the tides twice a month, at the new 
and full moon, and dried up again in the interval 
between thefe two periods. The coaft, on the 
North, is conftantiy under water for fix months in 
the year, and its fertility muft therefore be very 
precarious. The fugar-cane dies there the 6rft 
time it bears, which increafeslabourwithoutaug- 
mentitjg the produce. In other refpecls this part 
of the coaft is alfo very unwholefonie. An eafterly 

K 3 wind 
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winU cohftantljr drives tKither all the malignant 
vapours which the heat of thfc lun draws from the 
fwampy grounds of the fouthem coafb. 

Thi; rivers of Cayenne, Aprouac, OyapOko, 
Kourou, and Maroni, are not fubjed to the fame 
inconveniences in their courfe. Upon the river 
Sinemary there ftill are five or fix hundred men 
fubfifting, who efcaped from the general difafters 
of the colony. They enjoy the moft perfedt health ; 
their little plantations fucceed to the utmoft of 
their wilhesj and the increafedf their cattle is pro- 
digious. The fame advantages are to be expected 
from the higheft borders of the other rivers ; fome 
of them are even more fit for navigation, either in 
boats, or fmall veffels. 

All' thefe difcuffions evidently Ihew that France 
ought not to give up the cultivation of Guiana. 
At firft, the fugar will be watery and infipid, and 
there will be but little of it j but it has feldom 
been better in any grounds that have been newly 
cleared. Coffee, cocoa, and cotton, are better in 
Guiana than in the Caribbee iflands. Tobacco 
mull thrive there. Indigo, which formerly grew 
there in great plenty, has degenerated, but may be 
re,trieved by frelh feeds from St. Domingo. The 
arnotto is of little value there, but the fale of it is 
certain. The Vanilla is the natural produce of 
the country} but no profit has been hitherto made 
of it, becaufe the pods rot as foon as they are ga- 
thered. It would, however, be an cafy matter to 
inquire into the method of managing the trees 
that bear it, and to enrich Guiana with this 
branch of trade. 


Large 
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Lar<je exportation^ of rice, wood, cattle, and ® xiu.^ 
f^lt fifh, can hardly be cxpeded from thence. The 
colony might, indeed, attempt thefe things; , but 
a good market would be wanting. The only on§ 
within a proper diftance would be the French 
windward iflands, and this could never be very 
confiderable. Thofe fettlements having nothing to 
give in exchange for thefe commodities, the ex- 
pences of navigation would neceffarily make the 
trade very inconfiderabk. . 

■ But ftill this laft: connedion may fail, and yet 
that between Guiana and the mother-country will 
not fuffer in the leaft. The whole will depend 
upon the encouragement the court of Verfailies 
may bellow upon the eftablifliment. It is not at- 
tended v/ith more difficulties than that of Surinam 
was, where more conftantlabourjand greater means 
have never produced ib much increale as in the 
iflands. Yet Surinam is at this day covered with 
rich plantations. Why fhould not France give 
Guiana the fame advantages as this colony of the 
Dutch enjoys i This may be done by bellowing 
fuch affiflancc and gratuities as every ftate ought 
to difpenfe when large traiils of land, which may 
turn out to be of great utility, are to be cleared. 

Thefe clearings of rude lands are in reality, as it 
were, fo many conquells over a chaos of confufion, 
for the general, advantage of mankind ; different 
from thofe conquefls by which whole provinces are 
depopulated and laid wafle, in order to take pof- 
fclfion of them ; which coil the blood of two na- 
tions to enrich neither; which muft be defended 
at a great expence, and filled with troops for many 

K 4 ages. 
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® ^ a^s, before tlfee pbAT^ifibh oftbem caij be quietly 

fecured. (juiaha, Requires nothing but labour aft<i 
inhabiii^n*®.* " Hov? powerful :chai the motives for 
^cou^-trgibjg^bpth! - 

/ifisis cblphy'may at plcafure rnplriply its.catdc 
and incre&^ it's fubfiftcncc. li WciWtt be difficult 
to invade It, ahdftili 'rOore to block it tipi it will, 
therefore, never be conquered.* The Caribbed 
iflands, on the pontrary, as they have' ohpe been 
taken, are looked upon wdth regret' by' a nation 
exafperated at the jreftitution 'of them.' ‘ Her cha- 
grin makes it probable ffic will always be diipofcd 
to recover by force of arms what flie has loff by 
negocianon. The! well-grounded confidence Ihe 
places in heknavy, and in the flourilhing condition' 
of her northern colonies, will, perhaps, 'foOn en- 
gage her in a frclh ivar, in order to retake what 
was given ' up at the laft peace. Should fortune 
again favour the wile adminiftration of her happy 
government ^ ' Ihould' a people, encouraged by 
viftories of which th^ themfelves only reap the 
benefits, always have the fuperiority over a na- 
tion that fights only for her kings} Guiana would; 
at leafi, affiord a great refource, ■where all fuch 
articles aS cullorft has made necelTary, might be 
cultivated, and for' which aii extravagant duty 
lYiufl be paid to foreigners, if the hation cannot be 
f /r-riicd witli theni from her OWn'Colonies. ■ 
Nothing' has yet been done towards fecuring 
the advanragcs'tvhichthis fettlemenf prefents. In 
January 1769, ii'tdhfificd Only of 1,291 freemen, 
a?;d'8i047 'Saves. The herds did not amount to 
more rKan ^,^23 headofblack cattle, and 1,077 
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pf fmall. The produce of the polopy wis 
adequate to thcfe raean%, ra(;oiiii4erkl>ka8 they 
becaufe the works were carried, on fey white roen 
without fkill, and blacks under no degrpcoiflubor- : 
dination. A greato degree of knowli^gp, and a 
better djfcipline, willin time take plade. Till that 
happy period arrives, let us turn ou^ thoughts from 
the confideration of Quiana to that of St. larcla. 

The feinglifti took^poireflion of this ifiand Th* pot- 
out oppofition, in the beginning of the year idjp. st. lLu, 
They Kved there peaceably for a year and a< half, 
when a fliip of their own nation, which had been S'l'a 
overtaken by a calm offDominica, carried oJFfome «d to tSe 
Caribs,' "who were come in their canoes to bring 
them fruit. This violence occafioned' the favages 
of St. Vincent and Martinico to join the offended 
favages; and, in Auguft 1640, they all attacked the 
new colony. their fury, they maffacred every 
one that oppofed them. The few who clcapcd 
their Vengeance, quitted for ever a Ipttlement that 
could not have arrived to any conliderablc degree 
of profperity. 

Lv the firft ages of the world, before civil fo- 
cietieswere formed and poll fhed, all men in general 
had a common right to every thing upon earth. 

Everyone was free to take what hepleafed for his 
own ufc, and even to confume it, if it were of a 
perifhabic nature. The ufe that was thus made of 
a common right, fuppiied the place of property. 

As foon as any one had in this manner taken pof- 
feflion of any thing, it could not be taken from him 
by another without injuftiep. . It was in this point 
of view, which can only be «^:^ied to the primi- 
' ■ ' : ■ _ tive 
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® x«? ^ nature, that the European nations con- 

t — fidcred Aihericawhenitvirasifirftdifcovered. They 
paid no regard to the nativesi and irnagined they 
were ft^dendy authorifcd to feizc upon any 
country, if no other nation of our continent were 
in polTeffioh of it* Such was cohftantly and uni- 
formly the only public right obferv<^ in the hew 
world, and which men have not fcrupkd, to avow 
and attempt to juftify in this century during the 
late hoftilities. 

From ^fe principles, which the author of a 
philofophical hiftory of commerce would difdain to 
approve, St. Lucia was to belong to any power that 
could or would people it. The French attempted 
it firlt. They fent over forty inhabitants in 1650, 
under the conduit of Rouffelan, a brave, ailive, 
prudent man, and lingularly beloved by the na- 
tives, on account of his having married one of their 
women. His death, which happened four years 
after, put a ftop tp the general good he had begun 
to effed. Three of his fucoeffors were murdered 
by the difeontented Caribs, who were diifatisfied 
with their behaviour to them j and the colony was 
declining when it was taken in 1664 by the Eng- 
liih, who evacuated it in i66p. 

They had fcarce left it, when the French ap- 
peared again On c^e ifland. Whatever was die 
caufe, they had not greatly increafed their number, 
when the enemy, that had before driven them out, 
again forced Aem to quit their habitations twenty 
years after. Some, uiftead of evacuating the ifland, 
took refuge in the vt^oods. As foon as the conquer- 
ors, who had made only a temporary invafion, 

were 
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were gone, they refumed their labours; but lfeiii ® 
continued only for a Ihort time. The war, whi’jjh 
foon after raged in Europe, made them appre- 
henfive chat they might fall a prey to the firft pri- 
vateer that fliould be dcfirous of plundering thm j 
•with a view, therefore, of obtaining greater tran- 
quillity, they removed tootherFrench fettlemehts, 
■which were cither ftronger. Or might expeft to be 
better defended. There was then no rc^Iar cul- 
ture or colony in St. Lucia. It was only frecjuented 
by the inhabitants' of Martiriico, who tame thi ther 
to cut wood, and to build canoes, and Who had 
confidcrable docks on the ifiand. 

Some foldiers and faiidrs having defected thither 
after the peace of Utrecht, Marfhal d’Eftrees pe- 
titioned for a grant of the ifland. No fobner "was 
it obtained in 1 7 1 8, than he fent over a command- 
ant, troops, cannon, and inhabitants. This gave 
umbrage to the court of London, which had a 
kind of claim to this ifland from prior fetdement, 
as that of Verfailles had from ^moft uninter- 
rtipted pofleflion. Their complaints determined 
the French miniftry, to order that things Ihould 
be put into the fame condition they were in before 
the grant. Whether this compliance did not ap- 
pear fufficient to the Englhfh, or "whether it gave 
them room to think they naighjc attenipt any thing, 
they themfelves gave St. Luck in 17 aa to die 
duke of Montagu, who Was fent to take pofleiTion 
of it; This clafhing of intercfts occafiohed fome 
difturbance between the tWo Courts j which was 
fettled, however, by an agreement made in 1731, 
that, till thcrefpeftivedaim^lhduid be finally ad- 

juftcd. 
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® <c, jufted, the be evacuated by both na- 

tions i but that both fhould wood and water there. 

This precarious agreement furniihed an oppor- 
tunity for private intereil: to exert itfelf. The 
Ec^ifh ho longer molefted die French in the en- 
joyment of their habitations j but employed them 
as a channel to affift them in carrying on with 
richer colonies a fmuggling trade/ which the fub- 
jc£ls of both, governments thought equally advan- 
tageous to them. This trade has been more or lefs 
confiderable dll the treaty of 1763, which fecured 
to France the Idng-contefted property of St. Lucia. 

The firft ufe which the court of Verfailles pro- 
uria,’” pofcd to rnalte of her acquifition, was to eftablilh 
rd^t“e* a magazine there. It had been the general opinion 
ffeocb, for fome years paft, that the wood and cattle of 
North-America was abfolutely neceflary for thefe 
fouthern colonies. It was found inconvenient to 
carry them directly thither; and St. Lucia was 
fixed upon as a very proper place for the exchange 
of thefe commodities againft the molaffcs of Mar- 
tinico and Gaudalupc. Experience loon Ihewed 
that this fcheme t&us impradicablc. 

In order to efied this, the Englilh mufl: either 
depofit their/ cargoes in ftore-houfes, or keep 
them on board, or ftll tshenii to traders fettled on 
the ifland ; ihras dii^s equally impoffiblc. 

These ftiloravyill never corifent to lofe fight of 
their cattle, as thb cxpences they would incur for 
having them iaken cafe of, for their food. Or to 
fccure them from accidents, would infallibly ruin 
them. Neither will they pay for warehoufes for 
their wood, ivhich is too cheap and too bulky a 

conuTiodity 
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commodity to be worth the charge of g 

Nor can it be expefted that they ihotdd <|utetly f|t 
on board their fhips, waiting till fome traders 
Ihould come from the French iflantk to deal with . 
them : the nature of their trade will not admit of 
fuch delays. The only method left to tranfaft thia 
bufinefs, would be by means of traders who might 
fettle on the ifland as brokers j , but the profit thqr 
muft necclfariiy make, would enhance the ^ceof 
the merchandife lb much, that itwould be imppflibk 
to carry on the trade through their channd- 

The difficulties are not lei's on the fide of the 
proprietors of molaffes, than on that of the dealers 
in northern commodities. Accuftomed to fell their 
Ipi rit at thirty- five or thirty-fix livres * a hoglhead, : • 

they would never confent to an abatement of two- 
fifths, which muft be allowed for carriage, empty- 
ing out, and commiffion. If the Englilh arc 
obliged to pay a higher price for the molalP's, 
they muft confequently railc that of their bwA 
commodities, and this advance will makb them too 
dear for the confumer. ' ■ 

The French miniftry, undeceived as to their 
firft notion, without entirely giv^ing it, up, have 
turned their thoughts to the cultivation of St. 

Lucia. In 17631 they fcntovcr, at a great ek- 
pence, and with unncceffary parade, feven or eight 
hundred meft,-whofc unhappy fits is more a mat- 
ter of pity than furprife. Under the tropics tfelfe 
beft eftabli filed colonies always ddftroy one third 
the Ibldiers that are lent thither, though they 


are 


* About tl. tift. 
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B o 0 R are healthy ftout men, and find good accommoda- 
tions. Jt is not furprifing then, that a fet of mi- 
ierablc wretches, the refufc of Europe, and expofed 
to all the hardlhips of indigence, and all the horrors 
of delpair, Ihould moft of them perifh in an un- 
cultivated iflandi 

Thjb advantage of peopling this colony was re- 
fo'vcd to the neighbouring fettlements. Some 
Frenchmen, who had fold, u|)on very profitable 
terms to themfcJves, their plantations at the Gra- 
nades to the Englifli, brought part of their capir 
tal to St. Lucia. Several planters from St. Vin- 
cent’s, incenfed at being obliged to buy lands 
which they themfcivcs had been at incredible pains 
to clear and fertilize, took the fame ftep. Mar- 
tinico iilfofurnifhed fome inhabitants, whofe poflef- 
fions were either not fufficiently fertile, or too 
much confined, and traders who devoted part of 
their ftock to hufbandry. Each of thefe has ob- 
tained the free -grant of a fpot of land propor- 
tioned to his abilities. Thofe whofe means were 
fmall, have confined therafelves to fuch labours as 
required no great advances; Thofe who were 
richer have ventured on greater undertakings. 

Thbble are already nine pari(hv“S on the colony, 
eight to leeward, and only one to windward. This, 
preference given to one part of the ifland, is not 
for the fake of a better foil, but for the conveni- 
ency of the fhipping. . In time, that part that was 
negleded at 'firft, will llkewiie be inhabited, as 
there are bays continually difeovered, in which 
canoes may put in, and receive aH kinds of com- 
modities on board. 


A ROAD 



m BAST AND WEST INDlBSi ; m-‘ 

A ROAD which goes all round the And ^ ^ 

two others that crOfs it from CRft to'wcft, are Veey w v^ 
convenient for carrying the produce of the pi«u»- 
rations to the landing places. In procefs of .l&ne, 
and with fome expence, thefc roads wdl be hiotight 
to a much greater degree of perfeftion than it. was 
poflibie they Ihould be at firft, without running 
into expences too burdenfome for a fmlcmcnt ih 
its infant date. The labours of vaflalage leqpited 
for making theft roads, have unavoidably retted 
the culture of the lands, and excited great cona* 
plaints, but the colonifts now begin to blefi the 
wife and fteady hand that has ordered and, con» 
duded this work for their benefit. 

On the firft of January, 1772, the number 
of white people in the ifland amounted to 
aoi8 fouls, men, women, and children; tliat of 
the blacks to 663 freemen, and 12,795 flaves. 

The cattle confided of 928 mules or hoifes," 2070 
head of horned cattle, and 3184 Iheep or goats. 

There were thirty-eight fugar-piaatatkms, which 
occupied 978 pieces of land; 5,395,889 co6fce- 
trees ; 1,321,600 cocoa plants; and 367 plots of 
cotton. They were divided into feven hundred 
and fix dwelling-places. The prefent pnxluce is 
four millions of livres * ; ,a.revcnue which -for forne 
time muft incrcafe one-rcighth every year. 

A oENERAi. prejudice prevailed in theft ifiands 
againfl: St- Tu^Jia* It was-faid^, that nature had rew 
fufed it every ^vantage ntecelBfcy to form a colony 
of any importance. In the opinion of the public, 
its dry and ftony foil could never pay the expcncc 

• 175,06^1. ' 


of 
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BO p lit ijijf manuring. Tlw, inclemency of the cHmati? would 
infallibly deftroy every man, iivho, from ^ a ftrong 
defire of enriefeing hiinlclf, or who, driven by de- 
jp^r, fii^ld'be bold enough to there. Thefe 

^ ‘(S'iSW'ficEisFUi.' experience • mfift'..,'3*"lhn|ch unde- 
ceive the roOft prejoditJed perfboi IChe foil of St, 
.’iuheifi is nOt a bad one even by the fea^fide, and 
Jsl letter the further one advances in ti^ country. 

, The whole, of the ifland may 'fe bulti'yated with 
iaccefi!, except Jibrnt high Ind craggy mountains, 
y/hich bear iiividient i'riiihs ’^bfjbld volcanos. In 
-<Hie deep valley there ^ fBll eight or ten ponds, 
ihe water of which boils fip m a mofi dreadful 
manher, and ret ains fome of its heat at the diftance 
of fix thoufand toifes from its refervoirs. There 
.are noti ' indeed, many extenfive plains on the 
ifiand, 'but fcveral fmall ones, where the growth 
ofitigar may be carried to fifteen millions weight. 
The lh’sipe ofthe ifland, which Is long and narrow, 
WillM^e theCsErriage cafyi wherever the canes are 
plsthted.'"' : ' . '■ ■ ■ 

The air in the inland parts of St. Luck is the 
kme as it was in- aM'.fhe other iflands before they 
were inhabitifdi ibid and unwhbicfdme at firftj but 
lefs noxibUE aa cliC are clcated, and the 

ground 1^ aii bn fome part of the 

fea-ebaiS: is mbiy unhealiihy^\ On the leeward fide 
the lands teccive’lbfnc finw^ritersi which, spring- 
ing from &e fobb;^^ hnbbntatn^ Ikye not a 
fiope fuffident to s|:aih diown the lands with which , 
tte influx of ’ the^bceln ’chbsdts^ u^ ihdr mouths; 
^topped by this infuniMjwiabdbic barrier, theyfpread 
' i ’ ritemfclv#*- 



, thansicl'vaii into l»awlioW«nae;pQ^ ^ ^ 

iiti^hbwfing AiwJw 'J»a4 « 

been ftt£5cifci^*i0 swr?^ <2# Caiibap' ilMd 

were foubd ii{H;»n tfbc iflend #hen k ‘Irtfs dliibo* 
veiped. T|ie *3w? iilcw m»U. 

hf e more powerful rrwMiiiire tJi»n eved jNIrprefer- 
vatbn* baire been lei» earel^ U^nn the It 

h in this very fiJot that .they have chaefiy 
their plantations- T^ey wiU foofifir or^^er h« Pif* 
niihea for 4hdr Hind rapaebdihefs^ they 
ere4i: dykes, and dig Cfnitls) to 4rain off the twttJfefSi 
The health they enjoy abhg the rivfirsj wliere die 
0iips are care >. ned, and thob in which the rain 
waters arc coUej3:cd, which fall into deeper bays, 
feems to indicate that this expedient wo^d Succeed. , 

The charafter and abilities of the Earl of En^- '' 
nery, die founder Of this colony, authorize us 
to affirm, diat when this ifland, which is about 
forty-five leagues incirctunference^has attained the 
degree of cultivation it is capaHeofj! it dut em- 
ploy fifty thoufand (laves^ and cassT on a trado to 
the amount of ten mUlions * yearly. This poriwi 
of profperity cannot even be very diftaptj as the 
activity of the planters is fHeided from tWo fet- 
ters which have retarded their paSpgfefe eveiy 
where elfe. ,Fiffy men» appointed t^miuntaUi good 
order, are all the troops they havit at St. lUicia. 

They pajt no taxes, diiesEUy ta* iiK!lire(5tiy+ Ships 
of ^ nations, are adonitced into their roads* and 
pay dtaidng ec(miu% in- or going out. Every 
one is free to txting titiither what merchandilh he 
cm fell at the che^fe tare* litd -to earry away 

, tv, , h ' , 
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of St, Lu- 
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(uch comncM>4^#7?;;®^ |?,rofiure.. tlic beft price. 
Ever Eprpppfe acicjwred-ppire^^ in Ame- 

rica^ ijcme^bas nriet ^ith mafc indulg^epce. Such 
,j[ip^p(lair#YP^f iiauft a period, 

this iflarid, like all the obiter?, vriil ouc dajr 
Ee tbmuglp: .upder the y©i« 'of. 

{gpt a few years peape and fiecdowi yriU enable her 
to bear this bva-deor'"'- ■■ ■ 

* EtFOJiE this -burden is ritnpt)fed,\tbe mother- 
country will lake care-ito.fccure.’to herfeif the pro- 
duce of an put into a flourifli- 

bg conditi©n.»:;;'Ta,.^p poffeffion of it, it will 
be fuiEdent to ddend the Careenage harbour. 

;• pnites many advantages. 

ItJbsgbc> 4 f<>t»hdings.^erywh^^^ excel- 

, lent bottom. , Nature ha& provided: it with three 
careening places,- . .whioh make a w'harf , needlefs, 
and only require the ,;capftcrn to. heave the ihip 
dow?3 ;dlt riie;ihore.:; thirty ihips- of die line might 
ride fal^ therei^ ark be f|wb:ercd,fram the hurri- 
.Gandi'^ibo’^ttkFt^wohle^ The boats 

©f '.fl^A:.haye-;laia there for a long 

while,: jhaYe nevef'|j^a,b]ured,.by; worms i it 

is not* ho!w,e\N:ra expiei^ed bat this advantage will 
contbhei virhateyer.b«y%.ibf of 

■, it.. 

oi;^t;i'-a'b<ithe,hdge|i: fqt^^'rcSh-Would be, cleared out 

, ' .Sbfaf,adrfb1e.,a'„%i!^bPi-% d«fond- 

’ ing. 

; 7oe 'threatenbg: b#!:‘#('-^he;;cneby;7l^dgkout 
America. cpnot 

coverall jpat^<The;fb^4f<iM^dronfentoytf^^ 
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St. Lucia* would in a few- days invade thofc ^Or ® 
loniesi whic,H;, being leaft eitpc^ed*' would 'tbink ' — 
themfelvcs quite fecure. The oniy way to prevent 
this danger, would be to block tap the Careenage j 
and even then, the purport of fo ' expenfiVjC and 
tirefome a cruize might be defeated by a man 
wholhould be bold enough to widertake any eii- 
terprife that can be effeifted at fba. , , 

This harbour, which is lubie<S: to the inconve- 
nience of expofing every Ihip that comes within 
view to be taken, has never appeared worthy -the 
attention of the Britifh nation, though too power- 
ful and too enlightened not to confider, • that fllips 
are to pro ted the roadsi not the roads the 
Ihips. With regard to France* this harbour aSbrds 
the greateft maritime defence, „a pofition that will 
not allow' a fliip under fail to enter* . She muft be 
warped for a confidcrable lpaee before BtU cah get 
into it. There is no plying to windward between 
the two points. The foundings increaftng fud- 
dcnly near the land from tweritywfive to a hundred 
fathom, will not permit the :i^ailants to come to 
an anchor. Only one fhjp ban come in at a time, 
and Ihe would be ex^fcd to 
rhalked batteries in front and on both lidjes. 

A SHIP that would httack the harbour' would 
be under the neoeflity Of landing kt Siioque-bay, a -iy 
Ihore a lcague.longj which is ohly 'patti^ ffom the- V 
Careenage ‘by -the -.^oint 'tSaHed'Vigkr,' Whi<h;|Ebnm'S 
'this' bayi- Tftfor.'ehemy ’‘were- once maftererof-'the ' 

Vigie, woiild fink -eve^ fliipdft the harbonrj 
or at -leaft ,cOmpe| them to^-brihg to;; and. that 
"widmiUf ^ on theif fide > penin- 

/'■ , ■" ' , ’i-'a. ;• •. (uUi 
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* ®j|i ^ fula, though commsusdcd by % citadel built on the 
Way, other fide of the harbour, would cover the affail- 
ants by its own back. It would only have occafion 
for mortars, and neither ftre a finglc gun, nor en- 
’ danger the life of one man. 

If Jhuttihg up the entrance of the harbour 
againft ‘the eneniy were fufhcient, it would be 
U'^dMs to fortify the Vigie. The enemy might be 
kept out without this precaution ; but the Ihips 
of the French mult be protected. It is neccf- 
fary that a fmall fquadron- ihoukl be able to fet 
the Englifh forces at defiance ; compel them to 
block up the place ; take advantage of their ab- 
fence, or of fome error they might fall into j all 
which dannot be efiedled without fortifying the 
top of the peninfula. It mufi: be confidered, that 
by thus multiplyhig the points of defence, a greater 
number of'men will be wanted j but if there are 
arty fliips in the harbour, their failors and gunners 
may be cmployi^ in defending the Vigie, which 
they ‘<dould do greater . alacrity, as on 

this would d^lpend the fafety. of the fquadron. If 
there are ho veiTels; in the harbour, the Vigie will 
be abanifofied, illvdefendedi ' and that for tlie 
folldwiHg'rea’l^;"''.'^"'' . 

the ’bthcr- fide iof theifiarboui:. there is an 
emiai^<4''Ca%d •• The flat on, the 

top fituations that 

are a. citadel, 

whi ch’-'i^ddld' r«jdiii'jglmol!:.4S'i 
■ tack'it,^ pkee in’-E^rb^* • ■ This 

will certainly -one day be carified ;intq execution, 

' '' ‘ •'r^' f ’ ■ ,.s. ,',V" v ■ ■ ' will' 



IN THE. EAST and, WEST INDIES. . f , - »4^ 

win have the advantage of defending th^Careeaiagfi ® .^ji® 
bay on ail fides, of commanding all -the eminences virvXj!, , 
tlut furround it, and of making it irapolBWe for / 
the enemy to ent^er j of fecuring the town v'^hich is 
to be built on the back of the mour^h,} in fhort, 
of hindering the affailants from penetrating into 
the ifland, even if they had aftually landed at 
Shoque bay,. and,mad.e themfelvcs mafters pf»the 
Vigie. Further difculfions on the means of pre- 
ferving St. Lucia muft be left to thc profclTors of 
the military art. Let us now fix the attention of 
the reader on Martinico. ,, , 

This ifland is fixteen leagues in length, and TheFreach 
forty-five in circumference, leaving out the capes, 
which fomctimes extend two or three leagues into “u7nVoi* 
the fea. It is very uneven, and intcrfeded in all *•»' carib?. 
parts by a number of hillock?,, which are moftly of 
a conical form. Three mountains rife above thefe , 
fmaller eminences. The higheft bears the indelible 
marks of a volcano. , The woods with which it is 
covered, continually attraft the clouds, which oc- 
cafions noxious damps, and contributes to make it 
horrid and inacceffible, while the two otlters are in 
moft parts cultivated. From thefe mountains^ but 
chieily from the firft, iflue the many fprings tliat 
water the ifland. Thefe waters, which flow in 
gentle ftreams, are changed into torrents on the 
flighted ftorn>.. .Their quality partakes of the. 
nature of the foU they pafs through } ' in feme 
places they are cxi^lknt, in others fo bad, that the . 
inhabitants are obliged to drink the water they 
havC' .ScoHefted in the, rainy^ fe^n.,'.,:i.', ; ■, .' ■ ; ' V 
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* xar ^ Dbswambuc, who bad fent to reconnoitre Mar- 
^ tinicO| failed from St. Chriftopber’s in 1655, 
fettle his nation tliere j for he would -not have it 
pcopledfirom Europe,' ‘Heforefaw that men, *dred 
.with fatigue of a long: voyage, would moftly 
perilh foon after their arrival, either from thc.cii- 
raate, orfrom the hardfnips incident to moft emi- 
grations. The foie founders of this new colony 
. were a hundred, men, who had long lived in his 
goyemment of St.Chriftopher’s. They were brave, 
aftive, inured CO labour and fatigues; Ikilful in 
tilling the ground and crefting habitations ; abun- 
dantly provided with potatoe plants, and all nccef- 
fary feeds. 


1'hby completed their fij-fl: fettlement without 


any difficulty. The natives, intimidated by the 
fire-arms, or feduced, by the promifes that were 
made them, gave up to the French the weftern 
and fouthern parts ofthe illand, and retired to the 
other, '.This tranquillity was of ftiorr duration. 
The Caribs, when they faw chefe cnterpriling 
ftrangers daily increafmg^ were convinced that 
their ruin was inevitable, unlefs they could extir- 
' pate them j. and they therefore caUed in the favages 
of the neighbouring dllands to' their affillance. 

. They fell jointly upon ,a Iktfe fon that had been 
accidentally erected ; but they met with fuch a 
warm reception, that, they thought proper to re- 
treat, leaving, feven c>f 'eight hundred of their bell 
warriors dead upon, the, %ot. After this check 
they difappear^ for ^ while ; and when they 
.return^ they:;brQagh^ with them prefehts,- and 
* thsenr concern: for what M h^ned. 
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Thty were received in a friendly manner } and the ® ® * 

reconciliation was fealed with fome pocsof brandy 
that were given them to drink. * ‘ ' 

Ths labours had been carried on with difficulty 
till this period. TJie fear of a fnrprife obliged the 
colonifts of three different habkationsto meet every 
night in that which was in the center, and which 
was always kept in a ftate of defence. There they 
flept fecure, guarded by their do^ and aceittinel. 

In the day-time no one yentbred out without his 
gun, and a brace of piftols af *hia girdle. Thefe 
precautions were ncedlcCs when the two nations 
came to be on friendly terms ; but the one, whofe 
friendfliip and favour had been courted, took 
fuch undue advantages of her fupenority, to ex- 
tend her ufurpationf., that Ihe foon rekindled in 
the others a hatred that had never entirely fub- 
fiJed. The ravages, whofe manner of life requires 
a vaft extent of land, finding chcmfclvcs daily nmre 
ftraitened, had recourfe to flratagem to weaken 
an enemy whom they dared not attack by force. 

They feparated into Ymall bands, waylayed .the 
French, who frequented the woods, waited till the 
fportfman had firtd his piece, and* before he had 
time to load itag»in, i uihed upon him and deftro) ed 
him. T wenty men had been ritus dekroyed beibre 
any one was able to account for their difappcai ance. 

As loon as tiiis particular, was difeovered, the 
aggreffors were* purlued and beaten, their carbets 
burnt, their wives and children malTacred, and 
thofe few, that efoajpcd the carnage, fied from 
Martinko, and never appe^ired there again, 

The French, by this retreat, become foie 
mailers of the iuand, live quietly upon thofe fpots 

L 4 which 
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which . b^ft Xiiit?^Vth|^t'-'-:i)larttajadfts;. . ■•■ TWy/Wer^. 
then divided Into two' claSesi The firft cohl 


lifted fuph^^ paid their paCagc to Ame- 

rica | and thefc were called inhabifaiit®. The 
goveriiificnt diftributed iahds to which 

bpc 4 me their ablblute property tajpon paying 
a yearly tribute. They were Obiiged'^ to keep 
watch, by twrris, and to contribute in proportion 
to their abilities towards the necefTary ei-pcnces 
for the public wdfare and fafet)\ Thefe had 
under their command a miiltitu.de of difor- 
dcriy people brought over from Europe at 
their expence,- whom they called, . en^egh, or 
bondfmen, TijTs engagement was a kind of 
flavery for term of three years. When that 
time was expired, the bondfmen, byrecovering 
their liberty, became the equals of thofe whom 
they had fervCd. ■ , ■ 

Thj:y‘ all confined themlelyes at firft to the cul- 
tivation of tobacco and cotton ; to which was foon 
added 'that of the arnotto and indigo: That of 
fugar was not be^h rill about the year 1650. 
Benjamin Pacdfta, ,orie-of thbfe Jews who arc be- 
:,holden for their* induftry to that very opprclTion 
which their nation is now fallen under, after hav- 
ing exc'rcifed it upoji others, planted fome cocoa 
trees ten, yeyix after;-.; not fol- 

kiwed rill 1^84, -wheii thp chocolate grew more 
common inTra'oee;. Cbcb^^ became the prin- 
cipal ^pcn^ertCe of not a 

fufficient fiindpp.undef talro iugar plantations. Ones 
pf thbfe calamitifes Which; arife froni the feafons, 
vyhich fomerimes affe£t men, and Ibmetimes ■ 
yegeUBcs, deftroycd'all oiCoa trees in 1718, 


This 
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habitants of-Martiriicp. ,,', Thecoffee-trep' 

propofed tp thccp, . a^ a plankjs hpldout tp ' 

ners aftpr-'^liupwrepfe;^ '' ■'■u' ' - :■' ' :: <,r ■; 

, THS,F«:nch''i«mifti^;hU'TSceived> ^as;ft!prpfcnt ■ ' 
ffoin';the/Di|tcli,; twp' ‘'thefe.'trec?,- ^f^hich, irpFp' • , . - •' / 
caprfully preferwd in the king’s bptahiP^ g^fn. 
Two'fepots ^ijreretak^ theic; 
iwho was intrMftecii® carry Aeipdver^lyi^^ 
happened ito be on board a Jhip which w^tpd 
water. He fliared with Ws yobng trees the por- 
tion thdt was aUbtted him Ibr his ow;n 'drinking j. 
and by this geiierbus iacriJiGe faved the Valuable 
fruft that had been .put into his, hands. His mag- 
nanimity was rewarded. The culture' ofcofFcc was 
attended with the grcateih and nioft rapid/uccelsj 
and this virtuous patriot liill enjoys, with a ple^ng 
I'atisfaftion, the uncommon felicity of havipg as 't 
were faved an important colony, .and enrichtd it 
with a fiefh branch of indjaftry. . ' 

iNDErENDEKT of^this refoufcc, Martinicb was 
poffeffed of thofe natural advantages, which feemed 
to prom.ife a fpeedy, and great profperity. Of all 
the French fcttlements, it is .the moft happily 
fituated with regard to the, wind? .that prevail in 
thofe feas. Its harboitrs poflpfs the ineftimablc 
advantage of affording a cert^n Ihdter from the 
hurricanes whishiannoy thelp latitudes. Its fituar , 
tion having made it the. feat of government^ jt 
has obtained the gre^teft: inarlcs. of favour,; and 
enjoyed the abkft and upright 
feratiop of thent aU. The; ■ enemy h^s eohlfantly 
refpeiffed-the v.dour eff its and has 

‘ ■, ,’feldotn ' 
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; ■';■■■'..• ■' . ' , ■ .j" >• ■■ "/ , "■ ' . ' ' 

® ^^..^'‘felllqrn 'ittfaefc^ii.it'wkltoui'/.Kw caufe^to re- 
t.. „ ,,y W ' |Kai£. ^ |)e«€eijas''ne>ref;,lq« idifturb- 

■■■ cdi.-npt e¥i?jni'v4'n>;i.7'i7, 'wh^' ,j4r|^d by.-a genc- 
inhabitants 

. :tq fcnd'''l^b(^';;CO;; 'France ,a 

Gipwaof.'.Atid ‘a^a- Intendant, :who'.|'^jpprcflrcti the 

;" lflu^‘C^dd/'tnpquiUity,,-and,haTnapa^^ 

. '4q|i4J^d^mearis-tq|»rh4erye y^thofcictmes'qf anarchy, 
- were a prwf th.at' t;hey were iftflqeoced i^^ 

, their, averfiqn, ,^’Taariy, tliaq ,by impa- 
tience of ali^i^ity j:' and 'jTeryed ip fottie meafure to 
juftjfy to the l|;ep, which in it- 

ipif might he .coiiildff ed^as and '-contraiy 
|o;.the eftabli’lhcd.'prmcipW^ 

. 3^,o,'rw.irHSTA»Di:]!iiGh]J thefc advantages, Mai;- 
tinkp^ dioughin greater forwardnefsthan the other 
French' cpioniesi! -had made by t little prpgrefs at 
the.ctid of the laft ccytury. • In.iycso, it contained 
' but 6 597 ,; white m®h in all. ; The favAges, mulat- 
tofes, and iftce.Ji;k,gmyfi 5 . men, women; and chUdren^ 
anaounted to no more than |b7. The number of 
\ Haves, .waS'but;'i4,5’64i.:''’ ''All'' thplP together: made a 
population of atj^ 4 o peribns. The whole of the 
', tattle,was hpifta’p,f;';|n«k^J:,' and, 9 , ary head 
^ .'pf 'horned; cattle, •- Th^'gt*ew;a;ij^at quantity pf 
cpcba,'^'tbbaccp‘-att{i".*''^^h:r, apd -had nine indigo 
hauf^s,'‘fapd^‘:Ptle^'hyi|^‘^^ eighty-thrhe fmall 
, , fugar'jplah^tiipija.:;'’; ■'c:- "''iv, ■■•'' ’’ • 

'0>r th€Pie6^#pn'^qf;ihe;'lphg,and',pbftinatcwa)ra, 
.which lud' )cay|^tsdwl!.;She-'*^^ a^-’heen 

■jcataried and 


Frbfnei'U'y 
6*' Mai'ts- 
nkf>, 

C»ufe of it. 
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(jpeft, thofe prihdpks, of; ^ 

wJjich ihe Ha^ been ip ;long,mi 0 ed 5 ISiaitisi!^: i 
emerged ffom that feeble itate in which ajithitff' ' 
calam-itie 5 .hafi'-,i!tept; her^, ’a,^;^I> 0 'n, rpfe.'tOf.a.gile^t =, , 
degree of jpibjperity. She bec^e tlw majtXca^ 
the 'windw^d national fetdejiieQ!^* /ItyW-asiii.hiei? . 
ports that the n^^hbopring ibijd. dKif pro- 
dude, , and bought the cOrntndditipis, oC ^^,;i:Bt 3 ith£r- 
coontry., . ThcKcdch/hayigatQrs^io’aded',!^ 
loided their ihips: no where' idfe, ; W^tinidb ■yit.as 
famous all over Europe. She wa^ the <)bi,e^ of 
fpeculation confidered ^nder the dhdereftt views of 
a planter., an agent to the. other, colonies, and 4 

trader with Spanilh and North Aipterica, 

As a planter, Ihe poffe 0 ed,' ih.17316, ‘447 
* works; 1 1,95 t,c‘3-2co0ee; trees; 193,8.700/ cocoa; 
2,068,480 ofcottbn ; 39,400 of t<d>acc(i ; 6,7,50 of 
arnotto. Her fupplies for provifion cohfifted, of 
4,806,142 banana trees 5 34,483,000 tiehcJ^ of 
caffava; and 247 plots of potatoes and yams. She 
had a population pf 72,000 blacks,, nwn, w;orp6n 
and children. Thek laboi^ had .improved her 
plantations as far as. was confifteht with the con- 
fumption tlxen made in Enrope of Am.erican pro- 
duaions; and Ihc exported, WbaUy tp the acBOwnt 
of fixteen millions of livrea*. , 

The confte<S:ioh5 ,of ;Mart|nic6 with the other 
illands intitlcd Jiertp thbpt^li^t>f‘bPhimifilon a^d‘ 
the charges of tx^nfpprt, as flic alone. was,;ip 
feflion of carnages. : :,TtHs,j^o{it might N ta.ted at 
die,, tenth of the proddcci vhbd the fpra total trtpii 
.anaouph to ly or i8'tftiliidii^;,^of'''llyres’X;. ,/ This 
■ *7oo,OQok' . ayiMi^ ,idj(>he 76 ^ 
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B o Or ^ / landing debt, feldom called in, was left thentj for 
the improvement of their |dantations. It was in- 
crcafed by advances in moneTii’ Uaves, and other 
neccllafy. Nicies; Martlnico thus becbjihing more 
and 'more a creditor to the other iflahdsi 'kept 'theiii 
in cbnilant dependence, but^ i^ithotit . injuring 
them- They all enriched themfelyes by her alBft- 
ance, and' their prbfit was beneficial tp'her. ;; 

HER cpnnc6acms with Cape Bretom^^ Ca- 
nada, and with, louifiahai procured her a market 
for her ofdmasy fugars, {lir inferior coffee, her 
molaffes, and roj^,. which would not fell in France. 
They gave her, in exchange, fait fifh, dried vege- 
taiales, deals, and fome flour. In her clandeiline ’ 
trade bn the coafts of Spanifti America, confiftihg 
wholly of goods manufai^hjred by the nation, Ihe 
was well paid for the rifques which the French 
merchants did not chufe to run. This traffic, lefs 
important than the former as to its objcdlr, was 
much more lucrative in its effedls. It commonly 
brought in a profit of ninety per c«?/. upon the 
value of four millions of livTCs*, yearly fent to 
the Caraccas, or the neighbouring colonies. 

So many profperous engagements had brought 
immenfe fumsintoMastinico; Eighteen millions of 
livrest were conftantly circnilated there with amaz- 
ing rapidity. This is, perhaps, the only country 
in the world where cHe.ipecie has been focohfider- 
able, as to make it a matter of indifference to them 
whether they dealt in gQl4 or filver, or in com- 
■ moJities. ' 

*175,0091, f 787,5001. 

‘ Her 
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Her cKtenfive trade annually brought into her ® 
ports two hundred fliips from France, fourteen or w» v -^ 
fifteen fitted out by the nf)other-country for the 
coaft of Guinea, fixty from Canada, ten or twelve 
from the iflands of Margarctta and Trinidad j 
befides the Englifli and Dutch fliips that came to 
carry on a fmuggling trade. The private naviga- 
tion from the ifiand to the northern colonies, to the 
Spanilh continent, and to the windward ifiands, 
employed a hundred and thirty vcflfels from twenty 
to feventy tons burden, manned with fix .hundred 
F.uropean failors of all nations, and fifteen hundred 
Haves long enured to the fea fervice. 

At firft, the Ibips that frequented Martinico 
ufed to land in thofc parts where the plantations 
lay. This pra<?lice, feemingly the moft natural, 
was liable to great inconveniences. The north 
and north-eaftcrly winds Which blow upon part 
of the coafts, keep the fea in a conftant and vio- 
lent agitation. Though there arc many good 
roads, they are either at a confiderable diftance 
from each other, or from moft of the habitations. 

The Hoops deftined to coaft along this interval, 
were frequently forced by the weather to anchor, 
or to take in but half their lading. Thefe diffi- 
culties retarded the loading and unloading of the 
ffiip i and the cohfequence of thefe delays was, a 
great lofs of men, and an increafe of espence to 
the buyer and feller. 

Commerce, which muft always reckon among 
its greateft advantages, that of procuring a q^ick 
return, could not but be impeded by another in- 
convenience, which was themeceffity the trader 

lay 
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® lay under, even in the beft latitudes, of difpof- 

ing of his cargo in fmall parcels. fome induf- 
trious'tnah. undertook to fave him that trouble, 
this Ttihanced the price of the goods to the cxilo- 
hifts. '^he merchant’s profit is to bfe rated inpro- 
jpomoa' to the quantity he fells. The more he 
■ftlls, 'the more is he able to abate of the profit 
%hich ‘another muft xnalce who fells' Icls. 

A oREAT£R inconvenience than either of thefe 
was, tharfome places were overfiofcked With fomc 
forts of‘European goods, while others were in 
Want of them. The 'dwhers of the fliips were 
equally at a lofa to take in a proper lading. Mofi: 
places did not afFohi allfoits of commodities, nor 
every fpecies of tlie fame commodity. This defi- 
ciericy obliged them to touch at icveral places, 
or to carry away tod great or too fmal] a quan- 
tity of what was fit for the port where they were 
to unload. 

The Ib'^s themlelves were espofed to fevcral 
difficulties. Many of them wanted careening, and 
moft required at leaf!: .fomc repair. The proper 
tiifijiahte oh thi^fe oCcafiorls was not to be found 
in ehc roads that were but little frequented, where 
woriemeh' did not chute to fettle, fpr fear of not 
‘■gettfhgfufficient emplpyfineht. Tbcy Wieretherefore 
obir^d _t6‘gd aridTeMin'fqRicrparticula.r harbours, 
'^nTSeh 'fetuftf 'to tkke' in their lading at the plate 
where they made jtheir fale. Thefe different 
expeditwh^^bqk: tlrree or four months. 

These ahd'fhatiy' mote ihcdnvehfences rhade it 
'Tety definable tbTpnM' of the inhabitants, dnd to 
“*MlTfie nafiglhbwi' to eftablifli a magazine, where 
^ 'the 
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the colonies and the mother-co«n.try tnighf ifeoti ® *> o *c 
their rerpedive matters' qf . exchange. 
feemed to point out Port Royal as a fit place for 
this purpofe. Its harbdur .-vvas one of the Jjiedfl: 
in all the windward ifiands, ahd^fo cekbm ,, 
its fafety, that, wheh'it. was-Gpen to the Diitoh 
veffeis, they , had orders from, the repuWic . to 
flielter there in' JiinCi , lulyi and Aogqftj'firdin , the . 
hurricanes w,h!ch are ; io frequent, and , fovVibient 
in tliofe latittidcs, ; The khdi of tte LaitWht^h' are 
diftant but a league,, and are the mdffcfcrtile 'ahd 
riche ft of all the cdipiw- T^c numerotis tiyers 
which water, this fruitfu^wintfyj .convey loaded 
canoes to ascertain ^liftxkce Aom the. place where 
they empty into the fea. The protection , of the 
fortifications iecured the peaceable enjoyment of I'o 
many advantagesj which, howevei:, were balanced 
by a Iwampy and unwhokfoiine foil. This capital 
of Martinico was alfo the afylum of the men of 
war; which branch of the navy has dways op- 
prefFed the merchant-' men. On this account. Fort 
Royal was an improper place to become the 
center of tr^ide, whidi was dierefore turned, to 
St. Peter’s. . , : 


This little tovrn, which, Aptwithftanding/, the 
fires that have reduced it'four ,4.tnes. to alhes, ftill 
contains 1748 , houfes^ i§ fhe weftern 

coaft of the ifland, in ia bay Or.iplet which is almoll 
circular. One* part bf if Is' jiiuiit on the, ftrand 
'alon^the fea-fide ; ;,.''S?|u 9 h.is c^cd the'anehpjrage j 
^and Is the,, ,pkce.' deigned, for 'jchp.,| Alps ^hd'Ware- ' 
.hojifes., ,'.The Othef part'bT.i^,.;£^w^^ 

,',aibw‘ hill:' it Ibr- 

, ' ' tificacion 
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rification that;wa$, bviit there in 1 665, to check 
the fe4j'tiom of the ihliaBitants againft the tyranny 
of monopoly j but it nowfervcs to proteft the road 
from fpr.eign enemies. Thelc wo parts of the 
town arc fcparated by a rivulet or fordable river. 

'Tiife anchorage is at the ^ck of a pretty high 
and perpendicular hill. Shut up as it were by 
this hill, which intercepts the ea,i(i:erly winds, the 
moft conftant and inoft falubrious in ihefe parts j 
expofed, without any refrefliirtg breeaes,' to the 
fcorching bea.ms of the fun, refieeted froni the hill, 
from the fea, and die black fand on the beach j 
this place is ektremely hot, and always unwhole. 
fome. Befides, there k ho harbour ; and the fliips, 
which cannot winter fafely upon this coaft, are 
obliged to rakeiheltcf at Fort Royal. But thefc 
difadyantages are compenfated by the conveniency 
of the road of 'St. Peter’s, for loading and unload- 
ing of goods ; arid by its fituation, which is fuch, 
that Clips can freely go in and out at all times, and 
with all winds. , 

THisvillagewastheiirftthatwas built, peopled, 
and cultiyatcd on the ifland. It is, however, not 
fo much On account , oPits antiquity as of its conve- 
nience, that it is become the center of communi- 
cation between the colony' and rhe mother-country. 
At firft, St, Peter's was „ the Rorehoule for the 
cpnathodities of Ipme which lay along 

fucdi dfe^. a^pd. tcfopeftuous that no fliip 

could eyer get, at .them j fo. that the inhabitants 
Could 4 #ry op op fradc without remoying clfe- 
where. Th? for thefe cOlonifts in thofe 

early times, oidy the mafters of fniall velTels, 
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v!ho havingtia^e themftives ®;xut*''^'i' 
failiflg about the inand, wcre'eHtked % 

fpcS: of gaihi w hs'upbn a fettled pkce f^. tbekr' 
reficknce. ' Honefty was tlte; only fu|)p^^ , ■ 

inicrcobrife :' hioft of thefe agents could not read. 

None of theik kept any, books.iotjoura^^ Tfiey, 
ha^ 'a tnmlc> in whj<;h they kept a %arate b%, 
fof each p^ifon, >rhpfe tKey. 

Into thisbag they put,. tbc produce of the fales, and 
took out what, money they wanted; for' the pur- 
chafes. When the bag was empty, the commiffion 
was at an end. This confidence, which raluft ap- 
pear fabulous in bur days of degeneracy anddjlho- • 
nc/iy, was yep common at the beginning of this 
ccAtury.,', . There' arcfome ^rfpns l^^^^ who 

hdve carried 6n ,this trade, where the employef had 
no other fecurity for the fidelity of his agent, bpc 
the benefit refuldng from it. ^ 

Thess plain men v/erc fucccffively replaced by 
more enlightened peffohs from Europe. Some 
had gone over ,to the colony, when it was tdeen ' 
out of the hands of the .exciufivc cbrapanies. 

I'heir number increalM as the commodities multi- 
plied j and they diemieWes contributed greatly to 
the extending of the plaiitatiohs by the loans they 
advanced to the plj^ters,; wl^fe labours had, dll ' 
then, gone on but fioWly fof want, of fuch , help. 

This condubt made them me HeCefiary agents for 

their debtbn in'tHd't^lphyi':';as\they:_\^ already’, 
for their employers at hbmeh,,, Even the cdlohift, 
who owed 'theni nothing, w-^;mifohie.meid^ 
pendent do 'them, ; as 'he might; poMbfy;.lMreafte'r ' 

Hand in ni^eddf their aiEftanOef; Ifliis cfop l&iuld 

'Vou IV. .'fail. 
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BOOK faiij or be retardcd,‘ajAantatlonoffugar-canesbe 

, fet on fire,: or a mill bloxi^n down : if his buildings 

fhould fall, mortality carry, off his,' catdp, or his 
flavel 4 or ithat every thing Ihould be deftroyed by 
drought oK heavy rains j where cbuld he find the 
means of fiipporting himfelf dorihg thefe edami- 
tiesy w of repairing the lofs occ^fied by m ? 

• . T'hefc means arein twenty differ ehfffahdsjj'df bnly 
, one refufes his afljftance, the d^feis mhCbhceffa- 
l ily incrcafe; Ifhefe oonfidemionstiidficed Inch as 
had not yet btmpwed money, to truff the agents 
of St. Feter's wththeir concerns, ifi order to fecuri* 

X refource in times' of diffrefs. 

‘ ,TttE few rich V inhabitants,, whofe fortun^ 
feemed 'to,;place them, abd've.thefc wants, were if 
fomc degree coito^ikd to xppiy to this fafitorjl 
The trading captains, finding a port where they 
might with advantage complete their bufmefs, 
without ttirring out of cheifwarehoufes, or even of 
their ffiiipiS, fptfook'FOtt Royal, Trinity Fort, and 
all the other places where ad '^bityary price was 
pnt upon the ^cptpmddkies, .and where the pay- 
u'.ents wdts flow and uhtxmk. By this revolu- 
tion, the coloniffs, being confined -to their works, 
which require a.'Cbnffant aiid dally ‘attendance, 

, co\^ no l0ngta-,gp;ont;to ,difj^fc of their produce . 

They .were. 

me»k,.whOi .being, fettled' 4 ,, the ‘only, frequented 
fea-%ddi''' favourable 
Oppormnitiear^f.bfiyiic^^ 'i^d, ' fel,ImgV ' ah , inefti - 
mable where trade 

is condnuai^^frji^&atfng,, ' '"'Giaadalupe, arid Gra- 
nada followed thboxwple, induced by ih^ fame . 

motive^. •• ' 

> The. 


A,. 
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Ths war of 1744 put a ftop to this profpisrii^ j ^ xiS ^ 
hot the fault was in Mamnico itfcif. ■ Its navy, 
cpnftantly exercifed, and accuftomed to frequent 
engagements, which the carrying on of a contra- 
band trade required, was prepared for action. In 
,Iefs than lik , months, forty privateers, fitted out at 
St. Pieter’s, Ipread themfelves about iAc latitudes of 
the Caribbee ifiapds. They fignalifed themfelves in . 
a manner worthy of the ancient freebooters. They 
were , conftantly returning in' triumph, and, laden, 
with an immenjfe booty. Yet, in the midft Of riiefe 
fucceffes, an entire ftop was put to the navigati<ra, of 
the cobnyi both to the Spanifli coaft and to Ca- 
nada, and they Were conlj^ahrjy diftdrted on 
their own coafts. The few that came from 
France, in Order to compenf^ the hazards they 
were expofed to.by the lofs of their commodities, 
fold them at a very adv^epd price, and buught 
them at a very low one. By this means the pro- 
duce decreafed in value, the.lands Were but ill 
cultivated j the works negleded, and the flaves 
pcrilliing for want. Every thing was in a declining 
ftatc, and tending to decay, , The peace at latt 
reftored the freedom of trade, and with it the 
hopes of recovering the ancient profperity of the 
ifland. The event did not . aafifrer ;the pains that 
were tdeen to attain it. ; 

. Two yemhadnotyetclapfodfbcethe ceffatioh 
of hoftiliries, wl^h the coion^.lqH the, contraband 
trade ihe carried on with rife American Spanhirds. 

This revolution was! not oWihjg im the 'V^dance 
the gu^da-coftas. .As it isirt^tt the intcfefl: of 
the traders to fet them at defiJincc, than theirs to 

M a ' , defend 
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® *d^fcnd themfelves j the former are apt to defpile 

«i — v-w-* nnen who are ill paid to protcd fuch rights; or 
enforce fuch prohibitions ns are oftentimes unjuft. 
The fubfdtution of regifter fliips to the fleets was 
thecaufethatconfmedtheattcmptsoftbefmugglcrs 
within ver)' narrow limits. In the new fyftem, the 
number of fliips was undeterminedj.andthe time of 
their arrival uncertainj which occafioned a varia- 
tion in the price of commodities unknown before. 
From that time the fmuggler, who only engaged 
in this trade frpm, the certainty of a fixed and con- 
ftant profit, would no longer purfiie it, when it did 
not fecure him an equivalent to die rifques he ran. 

But this loft was not fo fenfibjy felt by the colo- 
ny, as the hardfttips brought upon them by the mo- 
ther-country. Anunfkilful adminiftration clogged 
the reciprocal and necelTary connexion between 
the iflands and North America with fo many for- 
malities, that in iyj!5 Martihico fent.butfour vef- 
fels to Canada. The direftion of the colonies, 
now edmmitted to the Care of avaricious and ig- 
norant clerks, fodn loft its importance, fuiik into 
contempt, and 'was proftituted to venality. 

But the trade of France was not yet alfi fted by 
the decay of Mardnico, The French found traders 
in the road^of St. Peter’s, who purchafed their 
cargoes at a good price, and feht tKeir fhips home 
with expedition, and richly laden,; and they never 
inquired front what particular colcnytiie ebnfump- 
tions and produce’ ardfe., Even the negroes who 
were carried there were fold at a high price i but 
few remained fhcS'c- The greateft part were fent 
to the Granades, to GuadalupOj and even to the 

Neutral 
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Neutral iiJandsi, which, notwitliftandifig the. ^ 
limited freedom' they enjoyedj,, preferred the flayes , 

brought by the Frenclr, to thpfe iihe EngUfti offer- 
ed, though apparently on better terms. They were 
convinced, from long ejtpcriehce, that the chofen 
negroes, who coft the mdft, enriched their lands, 
while the plantations did not ffpurifli in the hands 
of the negroes bought at a lower price. But thefe 
profits of the mother-country were fpreigni ahd ra- 
ther hurtful to lyiartinico. ' , 

had not yet repaired her lof&s during the 
peace, nor paid off the debts which a feries of Ca- 
lamities had obliged her to contraft ; when war, 
the greatellofall evils, broke out afrefh. A feries 
of misfortunes for France, after repeated defeats 
and Ioffes, made Martinico fall into the hands of 
the Englilh. It was refforedin July 1763, fixteen 
months after it had been conquered but deprived 
of all the neceffary means of prolperity, that had 
made it of fo much importance. ■ For fome years 
paft, the contraband trade carried on to the Spa- 
nifh coafts was alnroft entirely loft. The ceffi^ of 
Canada had precluded all hopes of opening again 
a communication, which had only b(S|| inter- 
rupted by temporary miftakes. The produ 61 i 6 ns 
of theGranades, St. Vincent, and Dominica, which 
were now become Britifh dominions, could -no 
longer be brought into their harbours j and, a new 
regulation of the mother-country, which fprb'ad 
her having any intercowfc with Guadalupe, lefther 
no hopes from that quarter. 

The colony thus deprived of every, ^ihg, as it 
were, and deftitute, nevertlMdefs coataihe‘4, at the nieo. ’ '* 

, ' M .1 - laft 
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lall furvey, which was taken on the firft of January, 
1770, in t^ie compafs of twenty -eight pariflies, 

1 2,450 wHte people of all ages and of t^th fexes j 
1 8 14 free blacks or mulattos j 70,553 flaves; and 
443 fugitive negroes. The number of birth? in 
1766, was in , the proportion of one hi thirty among 
the white people, and of one in twenty-five among 
the blacks. From this'obfefvationjjfit were con- 
ftant, it fhould feem that the climate of America 
is much more favourable to .the propagaftion of the 
Africans tlian of the Europeans i fince the former 
multiply ftdl more in the labours and hardfhips of 
flavery, than the latter in the midft of plenty and 
freedom. The cohfequence muft be, that in pro- 
cefs of time the increafe ol* blacks in America will 
furpafs that of the white men j and, perhaps, at 
laft avenge this race of viftims on the-defeendents 
of the oppreflbrs. 

The cattle of the colony confifts of 8283 horfes 
or mules i 12,376 head of horned cattle; 975 
hogs; and 13,544 Iheep or goats. 

Their provifions are, 17,930,596 trenches of 
caffava ; 3,509,048 banana trees ; and 406 fquarcs 
and hal^f yams and potatoes. 

Their plantations contain 11,444 fquares of 
land, planted with fugar; 6,638,757 eolfee-trees; 
871,043 cocoa trees; 4,764,807 cotton jdants; 
59,966 trees of caffia, and fixty-one of arnotto. 

Her meadows or favannahs take up 10,072 
fquares of land; there are 11,966 in wood; and 
8448 uncultivated pr forfaken. 

The plantations which produce coffee, cotton, 
cocoa, and other things of Icfs importance, are 
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They employ 1 1 6 watcr’-miils* t^yc yifihd->mi|ls, 
and 1 84 turned fcy oxen. Beiferc’the, hiirrieMeo? 
the I jth of Auguft, 17^* tfwre wj^e, jpii.llfiail ' 
habitatbns, and fifteen, fugartWifes nipre. 

Iw 1769 Francc'inj|Sortedfii3^{M?Hbi<:6vUp6 
e»W) buridred and ttyp trading, yefiels, j77,i.i 6 
quintals of fine fugaf, and 1^1^579 quintals of raw 
fugars 68,518 quintals of coff^i 1,1,751 quintals 
of cocoa; 6,048 quintals of dotteh j 2, if 1 8 ^julh tals 
of cafiia ; 785 ' calks of* runs * '307 hoglfieads of 
moldfes} i5d pounds of , indi^i 1147 pounds of 
preferved fruits ; forty-feven Jibuhds of chocolate ; 

282 pounds of ralpcd' tobacco } 494 pounds of 
rope-yarn; 234 chefts of liqueurs; a34Ho^ead3 
of molafles, &€.; 451 quintals of Wood for dying; 
and 12,108 bides in the hak. ' All thele produc- 
tions together have been bought id the colony it- 
fclf, for 12,265,862 livres fourteen' fols*. It is 
true, that die , colony has received from the mo- 
ther-country to the amount of 13, 449, 436 livresf 
of merchandize j but part pf this haFbeetffent 
away to the Spaniih coafts, and 'another part has 
been conveyed to the Englififfcttlemenits. 

All thofe who'ffbm ihftihd br duty are con- 
cerned for the ihtereft of their country, cannot 
lee, without regret, dik fo excellent a colony as 
Martinioo Ihobld fbrnilh fo fifiall a quantity of 
commodities, part of whi^ even is broughr from 
other places. It is well knoWn, indeed,' that the 
center of the ifland, full of horrid rocks, is unfit 
for the culture of lugar, cqffbe, , or tottbn ; that 

*536,531 1. 9s. loi. ' f 588,42 U. 16's. 6 d. 
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® ^4^. too be hMirtfal tothefepro- 

,dti^i<;>tiis.}. that, ' fhouid''tH€^ foccce'd, the 
charges of iacrofs ftnouhtaihs and preci- 

;, pibes'^puld^bforfathe profits o^the Crops. But in 
. this is^c fpace meadows would turn 'to very good 

■ , jaccoiuni:. , ^i'he foil is excellent for pafojrc, and 
Only, wants the attention of governrhenttp farnifn 
tire inhabitants with the neCelTary increafe of cattle 

, both for labour ajid food. ’' Where are other fpots 
on the illand wheVe' the. foil is ungrateful. Some 
are alternately Ipoilt by drought and rain, fome 
are marlhy, and almoft always overflowed by the 
fea. There ,arp, Others where nothing will grow^ 
except thofo atiuatic plants known by the general 
name of .inangroves, but- of various Ipecies, and 
very unlike each other. In otherpans, the ground is 
fo dony, that it cannot be improved by labour, or 
fo much exhaultedj that it is not worth manuring. 

To thefe inc<;u»y€hiieHCeg, "which arife from the 
nature of things,, mull be added a terrible plague it 
has expetieneeb ftom theantsi a fpecies of tnfeds 
formerly unknown in America. Snnie time ago 
they ravaged Barbadoes in fo terrible a manner, 
that it, was a matter of deliberaiipn, whether that 

■ / ifiand, , formerly fo flourilHihg,; ihphld not be eva- 

cuated. This calami ty had gteatly diminifted there, 
wheh'' in ■ ..iyds’At .began -ttr-be fdf ’ at'' Martinico. • 
The mifehief ibsfe. iBfeS:s have done to feveral 
parts of d^.vC«|ipdy -cannot be defcrlbed. All rhe 
ureful vegetablito .have been d.eftroycd ; the tjua- 
drupeds have, -b^ih unable to fubfift: there 5 the 
Jargeft trees haye.- Wn infefted' in foch, a manner, 
t h^t, even the leaf! deltpate birds would not fix upon 
, • ■ them.t 
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that the chiidrcn weire pte'lertr^ from %tn|' de-^'' ^ ■ 

voured, thj^t tjie women copid be jUppotted jtU^ 
they lay in, pr that the men could fobfil|. It was ' : 
apprehended that this rnimbcrjpfs 'and deyouripg , , 
race would fpread all over hdaftiniep. flappily this ' ; 

fonxudablejavagc hasbeen.fti^pcd' in iU beginning, 
and feems veijienfibiytpbeitptndygmi^bfFj but 
the land kfeded. With; this pOJfoD, 3f^^ 
the cultivation of cpffee, and will, not :|»rodtice 
Aigar. ' ' 

Previous to this evil, thofe obferv^rs who were / 
bed acquainted with the eolony, were generally 
of opinion, thac.its plantation were fufceptible of 
improvement, and might be iiicreafed abottC one- 
fourth part. Its prefent fituatioii iS far frdih en- 
couraging fuch flattering hopes. >; 

The proprietors of the lands on the iiHand may whnw 
be divided into four claffesi ThO are poflcGTed 
of a hundred large, fogar' plantations^ in which’ 
twelve thoufand negroes are employedv! The fc- 
cond have one hundred and filty, wor&fe^^ nine 
thoufand blacks. The third ciafs ppAefe, thirty, 
with two thoufand blacks. The, fourth;, devoted 
to the culture of cofiee,, epimn, ccmcpsis ahdea^va, 
may employ twelve thpufand negroes. The rc- 
mainirvg {laves of both fekes Reengaged mdomeftic 
feiwices, in fiihmg, 'of id ttmtigadoh. 

The firlT: ciafs cohfilhs eptjfelypf. 'rich people. 

Their culture is carried to the highed degree of 
perfection, and they are able cd prCfawe it in the 
llourilhing date to which they have broUght it. 
liven the expences, they mull'be at ’fur replacing 
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® deficiencies, ajBc jfe. greitt as thofe of the lefs 

v « ii»v wealthy^ ,j>hu3ter, aS'the^ flam borii npon thele 

plantations fiapply place of ihofc deftroyCd by 

time and layout- ' ' 

T fi® Ifecoojd clalsj, which is. that pf pUntefs in 
cafy drcTjinfences, fiaie hut. hal^f dfe that 
Wcmfd 'be ^^cflary 'tpAciluii-C ’ 'a; fb-ituiie e^ual to 
that t^vthe " opulent, tf •' thfey ' were 

even aide io buy cllB'khthhejt.of .flam 
they Would be dcteirttid Jr^ it by fatal experi- 
ence. Nothing can he ijkiteiniprudent than the 
cuftom tif pitting a grei^ number bf fr^ negroes 
upon a plantationi, ' . T'h4 Ik^neils thofe milerable 
wretches arOiUafcie to, from » change of climate 
and diet ; the trouble of inuring them to a kind 
of labour to which they ate not accuftomed, and 
which -they dillike, cannot but difguft a planter, 
from tliecon^at and liabor^ks attention he muft 
pay to this trainings up pf %ek for the cultivation 
of land. ' The, motf aOayc ^proprietor is he who is 
able to increafe his#ork;s,|)y one fixth of the num- 
ber of flaves every,., year, ■ Thus,'. the, forond clafs 
might acquire fiftee#! hundred flaves yearly, if the 
netprotfooepfthettfilands'WoukiadTriitofit. But 
they mujft not m credit., The 

tnerchiantS;in Trsned^do aofefcem difpofed to truft 
them i>,.kh4:t^dfb;whb.'uitcuia^ their ftock in the 
calbny,ipq/e!pfter4?Md'‘diai^^ could- not make 
ufc'of ItswithO;^, donfiderable rifques, but 

they remqYed,.iit.io\^Mrope, or to St. Domingo. 

Tat thirdcWs^W^ichairebutlktle rerriovedfrom 
indigence, . cahhot change their fituation by any 
means which the natural eburfe of trade can fupply. 

. - , •■ ■■ ' . - ■ " ' - It 
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It is a matter of dUEculty for them to be able to ® 
fubfift. The indulgence of government can alone u— 
put them into fuch a flourilhing condition as to 
render them ufeful to the ftate, by lending them, 
without interell, the fums they may want, to 
raife their plantations. This clafs might employ 
a greater number of frelh negroes than we have 
allotted to the fecond without the lame Inconveni- 
en'ces j becaufe each planter haying fewer Haves to 
look after, wUl be able to pay a greater attention 
to thofe he may purchafe., 

Th« fourth clafs, who are cmjdoyed in cultiva- 
tions of lefs importance than that of fugar, donor 
Hand in need of fuch powerful helps, to recover 
that eafe and plenty fropi which they are fallen, by 
war, hurricanes, and other tnisfortunes. Could 
thefe two laft claffes but make an acquifition of 
fifteen hundred flaveis every year, it would be 
fviHicient to raife them to that degree of profperky 
to which their induffcry naturally intitles them. 

Thus Martinico might Iiope to revive her de- 
clining plantations, and to recover the firft fplen- 
dour to which her diligence had raifed her, if Ihe 
could get a yearly acccflion of three thoufand 
negroes. But it is well known that Hie is not in a 
condition to pay for thelc recruits. She owes the 
motiier-country, for balance of trade, about a 
million *, A feries of misfortunes has obliged her 
to borrow four millions f of ilie merchants fettled 
in the town of St. Peter. The engagements Ihe has 
entered into on account of divided inheritances, 
and thofe flue has contrafted for, the purchafe of a 

* 43>75«>k t * 75 . 090 !• 
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number of plantations, have made her infolycnt. 
This defperatc ftate wil} neither allow her the 
means of foot? recovering her former fituation, nlir 
the ambition of purfuing that road to fortune 
whkh once lay open to her. 

, , Add to this, chat jQre ftands expofed to invafion. 
But though there are a number of places where 
the enemy may land, yet they will never make 
the attempt. It %voyld indeed be fruidefs, bccaule 
of the impoflibility of bringing up the artillery 
and ammunition, acrofs.fuch a rugged country to 
Fort Royal, which defends the whole colony. . It 
is in, this latitude only that the enemy would fail in 
order to make fych an attempt. 

- In the from of this ftrong and principal place of 
defence is a famous harbour, lituated on the fide of 
a broad bay, tlwt cannot be entered without many 
tackings, which muft decide the fate of any fliip 
that is forced to avoid an engagement. If fiic hap- 
pens to be unrigged>or is a biwl Tailor, or meets with 
fome accident from die variations of the fqualls of 
wind, the currents, or whirlpools, flie will fall into 
the hands of an aflkilant that is a better failor. The 
garrifon of die fortrefs itfelf may become a ufelefs 
and inglorious fpedator of the defeat of a whole 
fquadron, as it has been often of the talcing of 
mm:hant fliips. ' • ■ \ , ‘ 

The infuie of the- harbour is much injured on 
account of the hulks of feverai fliips that have 
been fiink thcrci to keep out the Englilli in the laft 
war. Thefe veffels have been, taken up again but 
it will ftill require a confiderable expence to re- 
move the heaps Of fand which had gathered about 

theiUi 
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them, and to put the harbour in the lame ftatfi ® ^lu ^ 
it was before. T^his work will not admit of any , 
delay I for the port, though not very fpacious, is 
the only one where Ihips of all rates can winter j 
the only one where they can be fupplied with, ■ 
malls, fails, cables, and excellent water, which is ; 
brought there from the diftance of a league by a 
very well-contrived canal, and which may be ealily 
procured. 

An enemy will always land near to this. harbour, 
and there is no poOibility of preventing them, 
whatever precautions are taken. The war could 
only be carried on againft them in the field; it 
could not be continued for any time, and the 
people would foon be reduced to Ihut themfeives 
un in their fortifications. , . 

■A 

Thby formerly 'had no other fortification than 
Fort Royal, where immenfe fums had been buried 
through want of Ikill under a ridge of mountains. 

All the knowledge of the afaleft engineers has 
never been fufficientto give any degree of RrengtH 
or folidity to works ere^d by chabce, by the moft 
unlkilful hands, and withputi any fort of plan. 

They have been obliged to, content themfeives 
with adding a covered way, a, rampart and d^nl^s, 
to fuch parts of the place , as would admit of 
them. But the work of the moft . confequence 
has been to cut into tlwi' rock, which ealily gives 
way } and to dig fubterfanepus TO,ams, which, are 
airy, whoielome, and dt to fecurc warlihfi' ftores 
and provifions j to .ihcl^ the.fick, and to 

defend the foWiers, and. ,of the 
whole attachment .to. wou 

„ them ' 
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® ^ courage to defend the colony. It has 

c— yw been thought, that men Vi^ho M^rc fure of finding 
a fafe retreat in thefe caverns, after having expofed 
their lives on the ramparts, -should loon forget 
their fatiguesi and faces the enemy wiirh frelh 
vigour. This idea was fortunate and fenfibie, and 
iBuft have been fuggefted, if not by a patriotic 
gowrnment, at leaft by fome fehfible and humane 
. minifter. 

But the bravery this mull ihfpire could not be 
fulficient to prfeferve a place which is commanded 
oh' all fides. It was therefore thought advifable 
to fix upon fome more Advantageous , fituation j 
and the point called M?m Gamier was chofen 
for this purpbfc, which is higher by thirty-five 
or forty feet than (he highell: tops of Patate, 
Tortenfon, And Cartouche, all which overlook 
Fort Royal. 

Upon this eminence, a citadel has been railed, 
confifting of four baftibns, ' The baftions in front, 
the covered way# the refervoirs for water, the 
powder magazihes'i all thdle means of defence are 
ready, and the fell will foon be Bhhhedi The 
cazernes,’ and bther neecfihry btrildings, will foon 
complete the work. If even* the redoubts and 
the batteries, intended to force the enemy to 
make 'their defeent at a grea^r diftarice than 
Cafiro bay, wtec thjssy landed at the iaft ifiva- 
fibHi ihoMd hut : be attended with the el^e^ that 
is expcded lmVl them j 'yet ftill the colbny would 
bfe able to months. Hfteen. 

hundred riien vdir dvfeud the Jkftir/te Gamier £or % 
thirty Or ^d‘ thirty agaihft an amiyof 

fiftc^ 
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fifteen thouf^nd; and twelve liimdfed men wl! ® ^ 

fuftain themfelves for twenw 4ve and tweny ' 
days in Fort Eoyal, whtcfi .pnnot be attacked 
till fiiiewVr has been taken* , This is all that: can 
be cjipefted frorn an easpence of feven or eight 
millions of livres •* . , . . , * 

Those, who are of opinion that liavy alone 
ought to prot'ed the colonies,', think, that fb con- 
fidcrable an expence has been ihilai^lied. As it 
was not poffible, in theit opinion, to ere*!t forti- 
fications and to build &ip? at the fame time iv the 
preference ought to have been given to the latter, 
as being indilpenfabiy neceFary. EfpcciaUy if the 
impetuofity in thecharaderof the French dilpofes 
them to attack rather than to defend, they ought 
fooncr to deftroy than erfed fortredies j or none 
but Ihipslhould built, thofe.moveablc ramparts 
which carry war with them, inftead of Visiting for 
it. Any power that aims at trade, die ftfta- 
blifliment of colonies, muft have fcipsi wliichbring 
in men and wealth, and increafe population and 
circulation j whereas bafkioas andfiildiers are only 
fit to confume men and provifiona. All that the 
court of Verfailles can ex{«d from the expence fixe 
has incurred at Marrintco, is, that if theifland 
jfhould be attacked by the only enemy ihe has to 
fear, there will be titirte enough to relieve her. 

The Englifli proceed JElowly in a fiege j they always 
go bn by rule,* and . nothing diverts then? fropt 
completing' any works that concern the faifety of 
die iiffailants j for they cfteeinrHe life cCafoldier 
df more coniequence than the lo^ of time*.; ■ This 

, About' j*8,o©ol. oa'-ita av«f^eV'j 

. maxim. 
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maxim, lofenflf^le in is, perhaps, mifapplied 
in the deilruiStive climate, of America i but it is 
tlie maxim of .a people, whofe foidiers are engaged 
in the feryice of the ftafe,;not mercenaries paid by 
the prince- But whatever be the future fate of 
Martinico, it is now time, to inquire into the pre- 
fent Hate of Guadalupe. 

.This id and, which is of an irregular form, may 
be about eighty leagues in circumference. It is 
divided in two parts by a fmall arm of the fea, 
which is not above jewo leagues long, -and from 
fifteen to forty, fathom broad. This canal, known 
by the napae of the I'alt river, is navigable, but 
will only carry velTds of fifty tons burden. 

That part of the ifland which gives its name to 
the whole colony, is, towards . the center, full of 
craggy rocks, and fo cold that nothing will grow 
there but fern, and fome ufelefs flirubs covered 
wdth mofs. On the top of thefe rocks, a moun- 
tain called, /a Smphrieret or the Brimfione moun- 
tain, rifes to an immenfe heiglit into the middle 
region of the air. It exhales, through various 
openings, a thick black fmoke, intermixed witli 
Iparks that arc viiibie by night. From ail thele 
hills flow numberlefs fprings, which fertilize the 
plains below, and moderate the burning heat of 
the climate by a refrelhing .ftream, ,fo celebrated, 
that tlie, galleons which formerly ufed to touch at 
the "Windward iflands, had orders to renew their 
provifion with this pure and falubrious water. 
Such is that part of the ifland properly called 
Guadalupe. That which is commonly called 
Grand Terre, lias not been fo much, favoured by 

nature. 
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atttwt* U'ht M^teed* ^ rugged; beit icinMk * ^ 

itid!>«vm$t Tjir£>il k not (b £bt0e» mt W y*Mi 
^'cliflmce fo '«i»deroiti6 ur lb pletdxtit;. 

nation had yet taken pofie^on ef 
this when five huncM and F<reneh% 

mea^ ledba by tiro gentlemen named Ltdioe and 
I)o{>te^, arrived there froen Dieppe on tba 
of June, rSji- They had been very irtigh^deac 
in their prepanteionsi Their proviilons oHio fb ill 
ehofen, that they were fpotled in cheptadaget and 
they had Ihipiied fb few, that they were ej^auiSod 
k two months* They were fuppKed with nbnO 
fkwn the latnher-country. St. Chriftopher’a, whe« 
ther froth fcarcity or defigni refofed to fpaie them 
any} ahd the firfl attempts in htifbandry they 
made in the couhtry, conMtmt yet a^rd any 
thing. No refource was left for the colony but 
from the favagcs j but the fuperBuities of a people 
who cultivate but little, and therefore had never 
laid up any ftorcs, could not be very confidcrable. 

’ The new comers, not content with what the fa* 
vages might freely and voluntarily bring, came 
to a refdution to plunder them } and hoftiliries 
conmenccd on the i6th of January, *636. 

Tub Caribs, not thinking themlblves in a con- 
dition openly to refift an enemy vho had fo much 
the advantage from the ft^criority of their arms, 
deftroyed their own piwrifions and plantations, 
and retired to Grand Terre, or to the neighbour- 
ing iflands, Frmn thence the moft defpcrate came 
over to the iHand from which they h|ud been 
driven, and concealed themlelves in die thickeft 
parts of the forefts. In the 'day^tkne they Ihot 
Vot. IV. N with 
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*» with their poifoncil amiw^ Or kn^ked down with 
their ebbs, dl the Fititieh wh^ ’iTCrc'^fc«te^ 
about fiw htmciiig Of ,»Itt the night, thej^ 

burned ^ houf^ and defths^d^ thei planutibns 

il dreadful fartiirie Was the of this 

k 1 ^ of war. The cotoniftswefettedaoed giissc 
irt thi^ fields, to cit idie 3 r 6 w» €xdrdm^ abdto 
dig up dead bodies fbr theii* l^t^^hinee. IVtany 
wlm had been (lam at Algiera, htld in abhor- 
rence the hands that had broken theiir fetter^; 
and all of diOTi^etadM dle« exiftdid^^ It Was in 
this manner that duty atoned br the crime thei# 
inYafion, till -the goverfiment of Aubett brought 
about a peace With die faVages' at the end of the 
year 1640. When we coofider the injuftice of 
the hoftiUties which the Europeans have com- 
mitted all over America, we are ^dmofi; tempted 
to rejoice at their misfortunes, and at all the judg- 
ments that purfuc thofe inhuman opprelTors- We 
are ready, from motives of humanity, to renounce 
the ties that bind us to the inhabitants of our own 
hemifphere, change ottr connexions, and con- 
traft beyond the feas with the favage Indians an 
dliancc which unites all mankind, that of misfor- 
tune and cofnpalfion. * 

T»e remembrance, however, ofhardlhips en- 
dured in an invaded iflandj proved a powerful in- 
citement to the cultivation of all articles df imme- 
diate neceffity j which afterwards induced an atten- 
tion to thofe of luxury confumed in the mother- 
country. The few inhabitants who had fcftaped 
tht calamities they had drawn ujwsi themfelves, 

wefe 
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Were loom joined by foinc difeontcnted colonifts ® * 

from St. ChriHopher’s^ ubif Europeans fond of no- ■ - y -. ** 

Veltyi by lailoirs tired of navigation> and by ftwne 
fca-ciptainsj who prudently ch<de to commit to the 
c^ of a grateful foil the treafures they had faved 
from the dangers of the fea. , But ftUl the profpe* 
fity of Guadalupe ww flopped, or impeded by ob** 
ftacles ariflng from its iitUation. 

The facility with which the pirates from the 
neighbouring iflands could carry off their cattle, iup« make* 
rileir flayesi their very crops, frequently brought 
them into a very delperate fituationi Intefline 
broils, ariflng from jealoUfies of authority,.Ofteh 
difturbed the quiet of the planters. The adven- 
turers who went over to the Windward iflandsj dif- 
daining a land that was fitter for agriculture than 
for naval expeditions, were cafily drawn to Mar- 
tinicq, by the convenient roads it abounds with. 

The protcdlion of thofc intrepid pirates, brought 
to that ifland all the traders who flattered them- 
ftlves that they might buy up the fpoils of the 
enemy at a low price, and all the planters who 
thought they might fafely give themfclves up to 
peaceful labours. This quick population could not 
fail of introducing the Civil and military govern- 
ment of the Caribbee iflands into Martinico. From 
that time, the French mirtiftiy attended more fe- 
rioufly to this than to the other colonies, which 
were not fo immediately under their dire&ion ; and, 
hearing chiefly of this ifland, they turned all their 
encouragements that way. 

It was in confequence of this preference, that 
in 1700 the number of inhabitants in Guadalupe a- * 

N 2 • mounted 
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* mounted only to 3>‘5 a5 white pec^qs 3a5favages, 

c-M y free jocgrpes, mylattoes i and 6,7 25 flaves, many of 

whom wcte Caribs, Her cultures were reduced to 
60, fmall plantations of fugar, 66 of indigo, a little 
cocoa, and aconfiderable quantity of cotton. The 
cattle amounted to 1,620 horles and ,rnules, and 
3,699^^ head of horned cattle. This was the fruit of 
fixty years labour. But her future progreis was 
as tapid as her firfl: attempts had been flow. 

At the end of the year 1755, the colony was 
peopled with 9,643 whites, 41,140 flaves of all 
ages and of both fc:Ms. Her faleabie commodities 
were, the pro4uc^ of 334 fugar jflantationsj 15 
plots t)f indigo; 46,840 ftems of cocoa; 11,700 
of tobacco; 2,257,725 of coffee; 12,748,447 of 
cotton. For her provifion Ihc had 29 fquares of 
rice or maize, and .1,219 of potatoes or yams; 
2,028,520. banana trees; and 32,577,950 trenches 
of caflava. Thefe details arc the molt eflential 
parts of the hiflory of America, fo far as it con- 
cerns Europe,. ,Cato the Cehfor would have re- 
corded them ; and Charlemagi^ would have read 
them. Who then can be alhanried to attend to- 
them I IvCt us therefore purfue thefe ufeful difquifl- 
tions. The cattle of Guadalupe confifted of 4,946 
horfes; 2,924 mules; i25aflcs; 13,716 head of 
horned, cattle; i,i,.i62 Iheep or.goats; and 2,444 
hogs. Such was,. the , ftate of Guadalupe when it 
was conquered by the Englifli in the month of 
April 1759. ... , 

France lamented tliis Ipfs ; but the colony had 
tcafon ,tp comfort tliemfelveS for this difgrace. 
£)uriftg a fiege, of .three months, they had feen their 

plantations- 
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plantations 4«fe^ycd, thebuildings that fervod to ® 
carry on their works burnt ■ down, arid • forne . of 
thdr ilavescarricd off. Had the cnany been 
to retreat after all thefe devaffadons, the ifUusd 
was ruined. ^ Deprived of all affiftancei from the 
mother-country, which was not able to lend her any 
fuccours, and cxpc£ting nothing from the Dutch, 
who oh account of their neutrality caine into her 
roads, becaufe Ihc had nothing to offer rthein in 
exchange, Ihc could never have fubiiftcd till the 
cnfuing harveft. * 

The conquerors delivered them from thefe.ap- TheEagiiA 
pfchenfions. * The Engiifli, indeed, are no mcf- Gutilalupe, 
chants in their colonies. The proprietors of lands, fhe fnlnV 
who moftly refide in Europe, fend their reprefenta- 
tives whatever they want, and draw the whole pro- 
duce of the cftate by the return'^of their Ihip. An 
agent fettled in fomc fea-port of Great Britain, is 
intrufted with the furnilhing the plantation, and 
receiving the produce. Thfs was imprafticable at 
Guadalupe; and the conquerors in this refpcft 
w'cre obliged to adopt the cuftom of the conquered. 

The Engli/h, informed of the advantage the 
French made of their 'trade with the colonies, 
haftened, in imitation of them, to fend their Ihjps 
to the conquered ifland j and* fo multiplied their 
expeditions, that they overftocked the market, 
and fank the price of all European commodities. 

The colonift bought them at a very low price, and, 
in confequence of this plenty, obtained long de- 
lays for the payment. 

'ito this credit, which was neceflary, was foon 
added another arifing from fpeculation,- • which 
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enabled the colon7 to fulfil its engagements. A 
great number of negroes were carried thither, to 
haften the growth and enhance die value of the 
plantations. It has been faid in various memonals, 
all copied from each other, chat tlie Engltlh had 
ftocked Guadalupe with 30,000, during the four 
years and three months that they renmned mailers 
of the ifland. The regifters of cuftom-houfes, 
which may be depended on, as there could be no 
inducement for an impofition, atteft that the num- 
ber was no more than 1 8,7 a i . This was fufficienc 
to give the nation well-grounded hopes of reaping 
great advantages from their hew conqueft. But 
their ambition was fruftrated, and the colony, with 
its dejpendencies, was reftpred to its former poflef- 
fors in July 1763. 

By the dependencies of Guadalupe, mnft be 
underilood fevefal fmall iflahds ; which, being inr 
eluded in the diftfid of her jurifdidion, fell with 
her into the hands of the Englifli, Such is the 
Defeada, which feems to have been detached from 
Guadalupe by the fea, and is only feparated by a 
fm all channel. It is a kind of rock, where nothing 
will grow but cotton. It is uncertain at what time 
it was fii-fi: inhabited, but diis little fetdement is 
certainly not of long {landing. 

T HE SaintSjthreeleaguesdillantfrQmGuadalupe, 
are two very finajl iflapds, which, with another 
yet fmaller, make a triangle, and have a tolerable 
harbour. Thirty Frenchmen were fent thither in 
1648, but were foon dnven away by an exceffive 
drought, which dried up their only Iprmg, before 
they had time to mal^e any referyoits. A fccond 
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attempt was mstde in 1652, and laftlng planmti^ 
were made, ii^ch now yieM f^ty tiioufand w<Mght 
<3f coffee and ninety thoufand of cotton. 

TaiS is inccmfiderabic, bdt it is more than ihe 
produce m St. Bartholomew, wluch was peopled 
with fifty Frenchmen in 1648. They were all 
maffacred in 1656 by 4 troop of Otibs from, St. 
Vincent and Dominica, and not replaced till a con- 
siderable time after. In 1 753 the cplpnifts were no 
more than 170 in number^ and their whole fortune 
iconfifted in 5 4 flaves, and 64,000 cocoa trees . Since 
the laft peace, the population of the white people 
has amounted to 400, and that of the blacks to 
500. The plantations have increafed in the fame 
proportions. The foil of this fmall ifland is very 
hiily, and extremely barren j but it has the conve- 
nience of a good harbour. The wrctchednefs of 
the inhabitants is fo well known, that the Englilh 
privateers, which frequently put in there during the 
late wars, have always paid pundlually for what 
few refreftiments they could fpare them, though 
the miferable inhabitants were too weak to com- 
pel them. There is then fomc humanity left even 
in the breaft of enemies and pirates j man is not 
naturally cruel ; and only becomes fo from fear or 
intereft. The armed pirate, who plunders a velTel 
richly laden, is not deffitutc of equity, nor even 
of companion for a fet of poor defencclcl's iflanders. 

- Mar 10 At ANTE was wreft(^d from her natural in- 
habitants in 1648. The French, who had forcibly 
taken poffefixon of it, were long annoyed by the fa- 
vages of the neighbouring inands, but at laft are 
left peaceable poffeflbrs of a land they have culti- 

N 4 vated. 
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® ^ vatcd, after they had 4 epej*»latedit, This iikuid 

riotlargcj biitfri^uls itcaWvai»sitweBtyi-oneft»^ 
gar plantations, 7,000 cocoa trc«s,:^a, 700 fteiws 
■of c©fFoe,,and4i6ai,76oof‘CGtt5h*^if thdhfr^ucnt 
comp«tationsarctirefomctoanindoilendrea(fer,whD 
is not lend of taking account of his ieft: 

.1^ fliould find he muft fet bouni^tD hisicspenccs, 
k is to be hoped they will fee leil fo eo pclitscai 
calculators, who find the exa^t mcaftire of the 
ftrength of a ftatc in 'the pc^rtdation and produce 
of lands, and areby thefe means the better enabled 
to compare the natural rcfourcesbf theftuveral nttf- 
tions, It is only by an cxaift re^ftcr -of this kkid 
that wfe can judge of the prefent Hate of the nP»a- 
ritime and trading powers riiat hal^e fetdcitients in 
America. In this cafe, accuracy conftkutes the 
whole merit of thfei^orkj . and the reader muft cxh 
cule inelegance in fitvour of real utility; The piib- 
;Jic is already fufficiently araufed.and impofed upon 
by eloquent and ingenious deferiptions of diftant 
countries j it is now time to iinveftigate truth, to 
compare the fcvcral hiftoriesioifthele countries, 
and to find out what they now are, rather than 
what they wefe formerly, For the hiftory of what 
is paft is of little more confequenCe to the prefen* 
age, tha,n the hiftory of what is tq come, Let us 
tijen again be permitted 'fo ofeferve, that no one 
Ihould think it ftrange, that we fo often repeat the 
numeration of negroes and cattle, of lands and kheif 
produce; in a word, that we ftiould fo frequently 
enter into difquifitions which may appear di||il!it 
arc in fad the natural foundations of focietys iw hy 
then ftiould we be difgufttfd at feeing thefc things 

in 
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4a a -work' wMch ihews us tstir nclies ? Tjtt} m, 
^refare, rrdtiim .the fubij^> and c<xn|»ite chp 
■wealth of <3«adalupc. ' > 

Br'the^unney^.taken in i767,,tiusidand) ioclu4«, 
ing the Midler fettlemeats ^bv% mentioned) con** 
atm 2 2)8% wiute po^le of all %eS) and of both 
■^estes^ :75a “free Hacks and mulattos j 7a>7<Sx 
il»vcs^u2idiiidx.tndcd^ aid a populaxianof!85)376 
fouls. 

T Hs catdc , coniilhs - of 5,060 horfes ; 4^854 
mules 3 iiiafiks; 17,378 head of homed catcioi 
14,895 ihoepor goats } and a,669 hogs. Thepn>> 
vifion is 30,47^, M 8 trendies of caffava j 2,8 1 9, 26 a 
banana trees; 2,118 fquares of land planted ■with 
yams and ipotatoes. 

T«k plantations contain 7!?,amotia trees; 327 
of cafTiaj 13,292 of cocoa; 5,8*81,176 of coffee; 
12,156,769 of cotton; 22,474 fquares of land 
planted with fugat-canc$‘. The woods occupy 
22,097 fqUares of land. There are 20,247 
meadows ; and 6,405 are uncultivated or forfaken. 
Only 1,582 plantations grow cotton, coffee, and 
provi {ions'. Sugar is made but in 401. Thefefu- 
gar-^works employ 140 water-mills, 263 turned 
by oxen, and 1 1 windmills. 

The produce of Guadalupe, including what is 
poured in from the fmall iflands under her domi- 
nion, ought to be very confiderable. But in 1 768, 
it yidded to the mother-country no more than 
140,418 quintals of fine fugar; 23,603 quintals 
of^aw iugsr; 34,205 quintals of coffee; 11,955 
quihols of cotton; 456 quintals of cocoa; 1,884 
(Quintals of ginger; 2,529 quintals of logwood; 
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® xm. * 24 chefts oflWectmeats ; 165 chefts of liqueuiiii 
34caflcs of rUiW} ahd 1,202 uhdrefledfldns. All 
thde commodities were foSd id ^ cdony only for 
7,103,838 livrcs*, and die merchandize it has re- 
ceived from France has coft but 4^523,884 livrest- 
It IS eafy to judge from hence how great a p^it of 
the produce has been fraudulently sported, fince 
it is known that the crops of Guadalupe are more 
plentifril than thofe of Martinico. 

The reafons for this fuperiority are obvious. 
Guadalupe employs a greater number of flaves 
upon the plantations than Martinico, which being 
at the fame time an idand chat trades, and is con- 
cerned in plantations, confequently employs many 
of her negroes in the towns and in the navigation. 
There are fewer children in Guadalupe, becaufe 
the frelh negroes brought to the new-ere£tcd works 
are all adults, or at lead; able to work, and the 
black women feldom breed till the fecund year af- 
ter their arrival in America. This may be owing 
to the change of climate and food afrefring their 
conftitutions, or, polfibly, to a kind of referve 
which they are more fofceptiblc of than they are 
generally thought to be. Taftly, a great many of 
thofe blacks have been placed upon frelh lands j 
and ground newly cleared' always yields more than 
that which is’ exhaufred by long tillage. 

But, ifwc may trutt to fome obfervers, the co- 
lony muft expect that her plantations will decreafe. 
They maintain that part of the ifland properly 
called Guadalupe had long lince attained to the 
Vtmoft degree of increafe ; and the Grand TCrre, 

*310,7921. iJs. jd, ti97»9>9l« 18s. fid. 
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flJmoft aH otw^ich i$ newly cl^red, affor45 tlvec- * 
fifths of the produce of the whole fettlicment;. But , 
jt is impoitible that this part of the iiland can prfS- 
ferve that flpqrUhin|; ftate, to which it has cafuaUy 
nrrivcd- The land is naturally barren, already 
exhaufti^ by forced culture, and the more expofed 
to the droughts fo common in, this climate, as 
there is hai^y a tree left. Befidesj the cultivation 
pf it is attended with difficulty and expence, and 
the crops can only be kept up by a daily increafe 
of labour and expence, and by conftantly return- 
ing into, the ground the net produce of each 
harveft. 

Yet many are of opinion that Guadalupe may 
augment her income by one-fixth, and that the 
time of this increafe is near at hand*. The colony 
has no cphfiderable debts. Having fewer wants 
than the richer iflands, where affluence has long 
fincc increafed the defirca and tafte of enjoyment, 
the inhabitants can fparc the more for the improve- 
ment of their lands. Their fituation, in the midft 
of the Englilh and Dutch fettlements, gives them 
an opportunity of running a fourth part of their 
fugars and cottons, at a higher price than they 
would fell for to the French captains, to purehafe 
flaves and other articles in exchange at a cheaper 
rate. From thef? concurring circumftances, it is 
not unlikely that Gtuwialupe will foqn rife oChcr- 

feif to the greateft profperityj without affift^nce, 
and notwkhftanding the reftraints government has 
impofed upon it. 

The flourifhing ftate to which Guadalupe had jchan*« 
been raifed by the Engliffi, when they reidpred if 

nt tton of Giia<^ 
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* * at the peace, excited a general lurprife. It wai 

C-v-^ beheld by the inothcr-country vrith that kind of 
r^ed to" confideration and refpeft which 'Opulence inlpires. 
»^on of *' Hitherto, this, as all the other Windward iflands, 
Ftfoct, |jad been' fubordinate to Martinico, It ww refeued 
from this dependence, by appointing a governor 
and M intendant to prefide oyer it. . Xhefe new ad* 
mihiftrators, defirous of figrtalizing dteir arrival by 
fome innovation, inilead of fuffering the commo-* 
dities of this illand to be diljraled of through the 
ufual channel, laid a plan for conveying them di- 
rcftly to Europe.’ This feheme was by no means 
difagreeablc to the inhabitants, who owed Marti- 
nico two millions oflivres*, which they were not 
ready to pay j and it was contrived that the miniftry 
at home ftiould adopt it. From that time all in- 
tercourfe was ftridly prohibited between the two 
colonies, which became as great ftrangers to each 
other, as if they had belonged to rival, or even to 
hoftile powers. 

The immediate connexions of Guadalupe with 
France had been hitherto confined to fix or leven 
fhips every year. This number was increafed, but 
not fufficiently to enable the colony to difpofe of 
the whole of her produce. This feheme was too 
hafiily carried into execution. It Ihould have been 
done very gradually, and with much caution i for, 
certainly, moft innovations in politics require to be 
. introduced and conduXed with moderation. The 
harbours of Guadalupe are but bad, the coafting 
trade difficult, and the goods frequently damaged 
in loading and unloading. Thele and- other rea- 
fons had deterred the merchants of the mother- 
* 87,5001. 
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country fronft opening a direct trade witfe the coloi^ ® ^ 

iiy, notwithftanding the inconveniences and charges 
attending an indireft one. There was a degree of 
prejudice in thisj but many precautions were ne- 
ceffary to induce them to get rid of it. It was 
neoeffary to entice European fhips to come to the 
colony by fome privileges and indulgences, which 
might balance the difadvantages that kept them 
away. With this kind of management the intended 
revolution would have been brought about gra- 
dually and infenfibly. In fhort, the French fhips 
fhould have been encouraged, in order to keep off 
thofe of Martinico > not thole of Martinico driven 
away, to bring in 'the French fhips, which might 
poffibly never arrive. 

Such was the commercial intereft fingly confi- 
dered j but, perhaps, it might come In competi- 
tion with political interefts of much greater im- 
portance. This is what we fhall now examine. 

France has hitherto been unable effeitually to 
protect her own colonies, or to annoy thofe of her 
moft formidable rival. This double advantage cart 
only be procured by a navy equal to that of a 
power, which openly declares itfclf her natural 
enemy. Till that period arrives, which, from her 
prefent fituation, feems to be more and more re- 
mote, it concerns her, at lead, to put her colonies 
in America in a condition to provide for themfelves 
in cafe of a war. This they were able to do when 
Martinico was the center of all the windward fet-' 
tiements. From this illand, full of traders and fea- 
fncn>and the moft happilyfituated of ail theFrcnch 
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* Si?. iflands, with regard to the winds that blow iii 
***%'^ thdTc latitudes,' were fent out conftant fupplics of 
men, artns, and {irbvilions, which reached the odxer 
colonics in twenty-four Koursj sfith a moral w- 
tainty of not being intercepted, notwidiftanditi^ 
the multiplicity and ftrength of the fquadrons dcf- 
tiried to cut off this communication. 

Nor was this all. Swarms of privateers, fent 
out from Martinico, made it impoSible for the Bri- 
tifli trade to be carried on Without a convoyj 
'ks the convoys could not be regularly and conti- 
nually providei^ fo as to bring a condant fupply 
to a climate Where provifions will not keep long, 
theEngUlbiflandswcrc often reduced to great fcar- 
city. . The provinces of North America endeavour-* 
ed, if is true, to make op this deficiency ^ but the 
cargoes fold lb cheap, that they could not afford a 
convoy j lb that the French privateers were cer- 
tain of carrying off two-fifths of their trade with 
the fouthern colonies. And, indeed, all the vi- 
gilance and Ikill of the Englifti could not prevent 
the Martinico privateers, during the lall war, from 
taking fourteen hundred veffels, < 

All thefe advantages of Martinico, in which 
Guadalupe had its lhare, and which greatly contri- 
buted to the viifluallingof both iflands, and to dif- 
trefs the enemy’s fettiements, will be loft by the 
feparation made between the colonies by the mo- 
ther-country. Neither merchants, feamert, nor 
ftationed Ihips, will be anymore feen there; and, 
if a war fliould break out, there will be no fitting 
out the fmalkft armatnent in thofe parts. It is the 

bufmels 
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of i;iw fo\irtrf|V^aUlcs to judge whe^f * o o it 
the d.iic^ navigaition from the ports of Franco to 
Oct^f^tipie ^an coppenfaro for fo great a f^rifice* 

' SNit can France be auureijl of enjoying a long Meifurei 
an4 pixfiTeflipn of tWs ifland ?; If the enenny France^ 
attack Ae colony, cho&pidy to plun- If 
(i^die *6rahd ^Wre, ahd to carry off ^ flaves 
and cattle from j^enoe;, it wolifd impoffible to 
proVehlt thii^, or' to retaliato upon dam, 
uhfe& an suTliy thiem, Fort Leim, 

Which defends thili part of the fettleriient, is but a. 
urrdtehid ftar-fort, ’ incapable of much refiftancc. 

All that tiould poflibly ;be expeded Would be to 
preVOnt the devaffiation from extendihg any fur- 
ther. ThO nature of the country pri^ents feveral 
fituations, fome more favourable than others, by 
which the progrefs of an ^ffailant mjiy be fecurcly 
Hopped, whatever his courage or Kis fortes maybe. 

He would, therefore, be forced to reimbark and 
proceed to the attack of what is properly called 
Guadalupe. 

The landing of the enemy could be cffefled no- 
where but at the bay of the Three Rivers, and at 
that of the BaififFj or rather theft two places 
would be moll favolirable to the fuccefs of his en- 
terprifej becaufc they would bring him nearer 
than any other to Fort St. Charles of the Bafle- 
t’erre, where he would have lefs difficulties to en- 
counter. 

Let the enemy chufe v/hichp^er of thefe landings 
tliey plcafe, they will find nothing more than a 
fpbt covered with trees,'! nterfefted with rivers, hol- 
low ways, narrow pafles, and ffeep afeents, which 

they 
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they muft m^ch oyer expofed to the French fire* 
When, by the fuperioritjr of their forces; tlwy 
havi Ibrmounted thefe difficulties, they will be 
Hopped by the eminence of the great camp. This 
is a platform furrounded by nature with the rivet* 
Galleon, and with dreadful ravines, to which aft 
has added parapets, barbettes, fl^$, and embra- 
llires^ to diredt the artillery in the moft advanta- 
geous manner. This inttenchment, though for-s 
midable, muft be forced. It is not to be imagined 
that an intelligent general would ever leave fuch a 
poft as this behind him; his convoys would be too 
much expofed, and he would not get up what 
would be neceffary for carrying on the fiege of Fort 
St. Charles without much difficulty. 

If thofe who were firft eniployed in fortifying 
Guadalupe, had underftood the art of war, or 
even been only engineers, they would not have 
failed chufing the pofition between the river Cenfe 
and the river Galleon, for crefting their fortifi- 
cations. The place then would have had towards 
the fea-fide a front, that would have inclofed a 
harbour capable of containing fprty fail of fliips, 
which would have annoyed the enemy’s fleet, with- 
out being themfelves in the leaft: expofed. The 
fronts towards the rivers Galleon and Cenfe would 
have been inacccffible, being placed upon the 
finnmit of two very fteep afcents. The fourth 
front would have been the only place open to an 
attack j and it would have been an cafy matter 
to ftrengthen that as much as might have been 
thought proper. 
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Charltsi, tjtctir^iilca, whidh WdTO<!oiiflbi*SI«d'tfed^^ 
otight at Icaft to %»w flanked’eilii^ tiill«r ^ihoM diie 
{e$i ^and the hdj^ns* Jkft tl« prlttci|iles«jii^ 
fottMcatbe Hte)« lb tniidh iiegU!ddl» thut'tki Sro 
tfii|»>inted‘ent!relf ih a arroagdird3!iah» ilia^ the 
interaal iw)rkJ were ia rfl fjora ^l^wsSo loifhf tfe#,* 
aftd that the ittet^idwerift ttiigbt'w 
the bottorti. . ’ ^ ‘ ‘ 

Svea was idle Toft dt Chtjdesi’ 

whea in 1^64 it thoiight ptttfter tb |mt it in' 
a ftate del^nce. Perhaps, it alight hawb tjeen 
beft to deftroy it totally, and t» plfttfe fordfi- ' 
cations on the jnfl: poin^ but* ft was 

however thbught neccilary to coyer ^thc bad fort 
conftrufted by onfkafijl perfoiis, with but-^orfcs j 
adding tw^^altrons towards die Teii-ddei a good 
covered-is^ which goes aU round, tsoj^herwltji 
a glacis, pardy cOt and pardy in a gdhtle Hope i 
two large places of aims w'Hh re'-eOtering angles, 
having each a good redmibt, and behind thefe 
good tenailles, with Capofiicrcs ahd poftertti of 
communication with the body of the |daee 1 ttiJo 
redoubts, one on the prolongation of the ca- 
pital of one of the two places of aTim, and the 
other « the extremity of an exceiknt iritrench- 
ment made along the' liver GalleOn, the plat-' 
form of which Is deferitded by die i^atinon. Hann 
another intrwichment made on the top of the 
bank of the other fide of the fame rfver j large 
and deep ditches, a iCfcrvoir for water, and a po 4 rJ 
der magazine, bomb proof j hi a wold, a fnffioiait 
quantity of* works under ground to Ipdge a third 

Vot, IV. O part 


194 

book 

XIIL 


Settlement 
of trie 
French at 
St.Domin- 
go. 


histohy m settlements, and trade 
part of the garrifcm. All thcfc outworks well con- 
trived being added to the fort, will enable an 
aftivc and experienced commander to hold out a 
fiege of two months, and perhaps more. But 
whatever may be the refiftance that Guadalupe can 
oppofe to the attacks of the enemy, it is time to 

pafs on to St. Domingo. _ 

This ifland is fixty leagues in length; its mam 
breadth is about thirty; and its circumference 
three hundred and fifty, or fix hundred m coaftmg 
round the feveral bays. It is parted lengthways, 
fromEaft to Weft, by aridgeof mountains, cover- 
ed with woods, which, rifing gradually , exhibit t e 
fineft profpeft imaginable. Several of thefe moun- 
tains were formerly full of mines, and, perhaps, 
are fo ftiU; others are fit for culture. Aimolt all 
of them form delicious and temperate allies; but 
in the plains, where the foil is very «rtile, the 
air is fo fcorching hot as to be almoft intolerable, 
efpccially in thofe places by the fea-fide where the 
coaft runs narrow, between the water and the back 
of the mountdns, and is expofed to a double 
refieftion of the fun, both from the rocks and the 


Spain was the foie proprietor of this large pol- 
feffion, when fome Englifii and French, who had 
been driven out of St. Chriftopher s, took refuge 
there in 1 6 jo. Though the fouthern coaft, where 

they firft fettled, was in a manner forfaken, they 

Gonfidered, that being liable to be attacked by a 
common enemy, it was but prudent to fecurc a 
retreat. For this purpofe they pitched upon Tor- 
tuga, a fmall iftand within two league? of the great 

one; 
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one; and twenty-five Spaniards, who wetie kftto ® xtt?. 
guard: it, retired on the firft fummdns. 

The adventurers df both nations, now ablolute 
mafters of an ifland eight leagues long and two 
broad, "found a pure air, but no river, and few 
fprings. The mountains were covered with valu- 
able woods, and the fertile plains only wanted tlie 
hand of the cultivator; The northetri coaft ap- 
peared to be inaccefCblcj but the fouthem had an 
excellent harbour commanded by a rock, which 
required only a battery of cannon to defend the 
entrance of the ifland. 

This happy fituation foon brought to Tortuga a 
multitude of thole people who are in fearch either 
of fortune or liberty. The moft moderate Applied 
themfelves to the culture of tobacco, which grew 
into repute, while the move aflivt went to hunt 
the buffaloes at St. Domingo, and fold .their hides 
to the Dutch. The moft intrepid Went Out to 
cruize, and performed fuch bold exploits as will 
be long remembered. 

This fettlement alarmed the court of Madrid. 

Judging by the Ioffes they had already fuftained, 
of the misfortunes they had ftiil to expeft, tliey 
gave orders for the deftruition of the new co- 
lony. The general of the galleons chole, for ex- 
ecuting his commiflion, the time when the brave 
inhabitants of Tqrtuga were out at fea or a hunt-* 
ing, and with that barbarity which was thin fo fa- 
miliar to his nation, carrkd off or put to the fword. 
all thofe who were left at home, fie then with- 
drew, without leaving any garrifori, fuUyperfuaded 
that fuch a precaution was needlefs, after the ven- 

O a geance- 
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® K gcance he had taken. But he foon found that 
W rv *^ cruelty is not the method to fecure dominion. 

The advaiturcrs, informed <3^ what had paffed 
at Tortuga, and hearing at the fame time that a 
body df five hundred men, defined to barafs them, 
was gming readyatSt.Domingo,'|udged that the 
only way to efcape the impending ruin, was to 
put an end to tliat anarchy in which they lived. 
They, dicrcfore, gave up perfonal independence 
to focial fafety, and made choke of one Willes to 
be at their head j an EngUftiman who had diftin- 
guifhed himfclf on many occafions by his prudence 
and valour. Under the guidance of this chief, 
at the latter end of 1638, they retook an ifland 
which they had poffeffed for eight years, and for- 
tified it, tliat they might not lofe it again. 

The French foon felt the cfFeds of national 
partiality. Willcs, having lent for as many of his 
countrymen as would enable him to give laws, 
treated the reil as fubjefts. Such is the natural 
progrefs of dominion j in this manner molt mo- 
narchies have been formed. Companions in exile, 
war, or piracy, have chofcn a leader, who foon 
ufurps the authority of a mailer. At firft he 
lliares the power or the fpoils with the ftrongell j 
till the multitude, crulhcd by the few, embolden 
the chief to affumc the whole power to himfclf ^ 
and then monarchy degenerate^ into dclpotifm. 
But fuch -a feries of revolutions can only take 
place in many years in great fiates. An ifland 
of fixteen le^ucs Iquare is of too much confe- 
<|uence to be peopled with flaves. The commander 
Dc Poincy, governor-gener?! of the Windward 
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Hlands, being informed of the tyranny of Willes, ® ^ 

immediately fcht forty Frenchmen from St. Chri-, 
ftopher’s, who collected fifty more on the coaft of 
St. Domingo. They landed at T orruga } and, hav* 
ing joined jtheir countrymen on the ifland, they 
all together fommoned thi? Englilh .to withdraw. 

The Englilh, difconccrted at fuch an unexpefted 
ahd vigorous action, and notdpubting but fo much 
hanghtinefs was fopported by a much greater 
force than it really was, evacuated the ifland, and 
never returned. 

The Spaniards were not fo tradable. They 
fuffered fo much from the depredations of the 
pirates which were daily fent out from Tortuga, 
that they thought their peace* their honour, and 
their intfcrcft, were equally concerned in getting 
that ifland once more in thehr own power. Three 
times they recovered it, and were three times dri- 
ven out again. At laft it remained in the hands 
of the French, in 1659, and they kept it till they 
were fo firmly eftabliftied at $t. Domingo, as to 
difregard fo fmall a fettlemcnt. 

Their progrefs, however, * was but flow, and 
they firft drew the attention of the mother-country 
in 1665. Hu ntfmen, indeed,, and pirates were 
continually feen hovering about from one ifianJ to 
another; but the number of planters, who were 
properly the only colonifts, did not exceed four 
hundred. The government was fenfible how ne- 
ceffary it was to multiply thenfi ; and the care of 
this difficult work was committed to a gentleman 
of Anjou, named Bertrand Dogcron. 
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This man, whom nature had formed to be 
great in himfelf, independent of the fmiles or 
frowns of fortune, had ferved fifteen years in the 
marines, when he went orer to America in 1656. 
With the beft-contrived plans, he failed in his 
firfl: attempts} but the fortitude he fhewed in his 
misfortunes made his virtues the more conipicu- 
ous } and the ^expedients he found out to extricate 
himfelf, heightened the opinion already enter- 
tained of his genius. The efteem and attachment, 
he had infpired the French with at St. Domingo 
and Tortuga, induced the government to intruft 
him with the care of dircfting, or rather of fettling, 
that coiony. 

The execution of this projecl was full of diffi- 
culties. It was necefiary to fubdue a lawlefs crew, 
who, till then, had lived in a date of the mod 
abfolute independence} to reconcile to labour a 
troop.of plunderers, who delighted only in rapine 
and idlcnefs} to prevail upon men accudomed to 
trade freely with all nations, to fubmit to the pri- 
vileges of an exclufive company formed in 1664, 
for ail the French fettlements. When this was 
effefted, it then became necefiary to allure new in- 
habitants into a country which had been traduced 
as a bad climate, and which was not yet known to 
be fo fertile as it really was. 

Dooexon, contrary to the general opinion, was 
in hopes he ftiould fucceed. A long intercourfe 
with men he was to govern, had taught him how 
they were to be dealt with; and his fagacity could 
fugged, or his honed foul adopt no method of en- 
gaging them, but what was noble and jud. The 

free- 
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frec-booters were determined to go in fearch of ® xiw. ^ 
more advantageous latitudes ; he detained them, *v* * 
by relinquilhing to them that lhare of the booty 
which his {>oft entitled him to, and by obtaining 
for them from Portugal commiffions for attacking 
the Spaniards, even after they had’ made peace 
with France. This was the only method to make 
thefe men friends to their country, otherwife 
would have turned enemies, rather than have re- 
nounced the hopes of plunder. , The buccaneers, 
or huntfmen, who only wilhed tb raife a lufficiency 
to creft habitations, found him ready to advance* 
them money without intereft, or to procure them 
fome by his credit. As for the planters, whom he 
preferred to ail the other colonifts, he gave them 
every poffible encouragement within the power of 
his induftrious activity. * 

These happy alterations required only to be 
made permanent. The governor wilcly confidered, 
that women cordd alone perpetuate the happinefs 
of the men and the welfare of the colony, by pro- 
moting population. There was not one female on 
the new fettiement. He therefore lent for fome. 

Fifty came over from France, and were foon dif- 
pofed of at a very high price. Soon after, a like 
number arrived, and were tAtained on ftill higher 
terms. This was the only way to gratify the moft 
impetuous of all paffions without quarrels, and to 
propagate the human race without blood&ed; AU 
the inhabitants expeded tohavefemalecompanions 
from their own country, to alleviate and to lhare 
their fate. But they were difepppinted j none 
were afterwards fent over, ,exeept abandoned wo- 
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men, who wfed to engage themfclves for. three 
years in the fervicc of the men. This method of 
loading the colony with the refufe of the mother- 
country, introduced fuch a profligacy of manners, 
that it became ncceflary to put a ftopto fo danger- 
ous an expedient, but without fubftitutirtg a better. 
By this neglcd, St. Domingo loft a great many 
honeft men, who could not live happy there, and 
was deprived of an incrcafe of population, which 
might have proceeded from the colonifts, who ftill 
preferved their attachment to the ifland. The co- 
lony has long felt, and, peritaps, feels to this day, 
the efFeib*«iif fo capital an error. 

NoTWiTHsTANomo this error, Dogeron found 
means to increafe the number of planters to fifteen 
hundred in four years time, when there were only 
four hundred at his firft coming. His fucreffes 
were daily increafingj when they were fuddenly 
ftopped, in 1670, by an infurreftion, which put 
the whole colony in a ferment. He was not at all 
cenfured for this unfortunate accident, in which 
he certainly had not the leaft fliare. 

When this worthy man was appointed by the 
court of France to the government of Tortuga and 
St. Domingo, he could only pfcvail upon the in- 
habitants to acknowledge his authority, by giving 
them hopes that the ports under his jurifdidion 
ihould be open to foreigners. Yet fuch was the 
afeendent he gained over their minds, that by de- 
grees he eftablilhed in the colony the cxclufivc 
privilege of the company} which in timeengrofled 
the whole trade, But this company became fo 
flati?d with profperity, to bic guilty pf the iu- 
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juftice of feUing their goods for two-thirdis niore ® o 
than had till then been paid to the Dutch. So v-^ 
dcltrudtiye a monopoly revolted the inhabitants. 

They took up arms ; and it was but a year after, 
that they laid them down, upon condition that a|l 
French Ihips fhould be free to trade with them, 
paying five per cent, to the company at coming in 
and going out. Dogcron, who brquglit about this 
accommodation, availed himfelf of that cireum- 
ftance to procure two ihips, feemingly defined to 
convey his crops into Europe, but; which in fa< 5 fc 
were more tire property ofhis cojoniftsthan hisown. 

Every one ihipped his own commodities on boaid, 
allowing a moderate freight. On .the return of the 
veffel, the generous governor caufed the cargo to 
be expofed to public view, and every one took 
what he wanted, not only at, prime-coil, biat upon 
trull, without interell, and even without notes of 
hand. Dogeron had imagined he Ihould infpire 
them with fentiments of probity and greatnefs of 
foul, by taking no other fecurity than their word. 

He was cur off by death in the noidlt of thelc pa- 
rental offices, in 1673 j leaving no other inherit- 
ance than an example of patriotifm, and of every 
humane and focial virtue. 

His nephew Pouanccy fucceeded rather to the 
duties than to the honours of his place. With the 
fame qualifications as Dogeron, he was not fo great 
a man i becaufe he followed his lleps mOre. from 
imitation than from natural difpofition. Yet the 
undifeerning multitude placed an equal confidence 
in both j and both had the honour and happjncfs 
to eftabUfo the colony upon a firm footing, with- 
out 
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s xiu withoutlbldiers. Their natural good 

fenfe, and their known integrity, determined all 
differences to the fatisfadion of both parties j and 
public order was maintained by that authority 
which is, the natural confequcnce of perlbnal merit. 

So wife a conftitution could not be lafting j it 
required too much virtue to make it fo. In 1684 
there was fo vifible an alteration, that, in order to 
cftablifli a due fubordination at St. Domingo, two 
adm iniftrators were called infrom Martinico, where 
good policy was alreadydh a great meafure fettled. 
Thefe legiflators appointed courts of judicature in 
the fevcral dillrifts, accountable to a fuperior 
council at Little Guave. In procefs of time diis 
jurifdiftion growing too extenfive, a' like tribunal 
was ereded in 1702, at Cape St. Francis, for the 
northern diftrids. 

All thefe innovations could hardly be intro- 
duced without feme oppolition. It was to be 
feared that the hunters and pirates, who compofed 
the bulk of the people, averfe from the reftraints 
that were going to be laid upon them, would go 
over to the Spaniards and to Jamaica, allured by 
the profped of great advantages. The planters 
themfelves were under feme temptation of this 
kind, as their trade was clogged with fo many re- 
ftridions, that they were forced to fell their com- 
modities at a very low price. The former were 
gained by perfuafions ; the latter by the profped 
of a change in their fituation, which was truly 
defperate. 

Skins had been the firft article of exportation 
from St.T)omingo, as being the only things the 

buccaneers 
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bticcaneefsbroughthome^ Tobacco was afterwards ® ^ 

added by the culture of lands , and it was fold to < — v— * 
great advantage to all nations. This trade was 
foon confined by an exclufive company } which, 
indeed, was iii a Ihort time abolifhed, but with 
no advantage for the fale of tobacco, fmee that 
was fanned out. The inhabitants, hoping to meet 
with fotne indulgence from government, as a re- 
ward for their fubmiffion, offered to give the king 
a fourth part of all the tobacco they fhould fend 
into the kingdonft, free of all charge, even of 
freight, upon condition they fhould have the en- 
tire difpofal of the other three-fourths. They 
made it appear, tliat this method would bring in 
a clearer profit to the revenue than the forty fols * 
per cent, which were paid by the farmer. Private 
interefts oppofed fo rcafonible a projfofal. This 
inllance of feverity exafperated the colonifts j and, 
fortunately for them, they applied- themfelves 
wholly to the culture of indigo and cocoa. Cotton 
was a very promifing article, becaufe it had in 
former times greatly enriched the Spaniards ; but 
they foon gave it up, for what reafon is not known j 
and in a few years not a Angle cotton plant was to 
be feen. 

Till then the labours- had all been performed by 
hirelings, and by the pooreft of the inhabitants. 

Some fucccfsfut expeditions againft the Spaniards, 
procured them a few negroes. The number was 
increafed by two or- three French fhips, and much 
more by prizes taken from the Englifh during the 
war of 1688 j by an invafion of Jamaica, from 
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* Xiui whence the French brought aVray three thoufand 

blacks, 101694. Widiout flaves, the culture of 
lugar could ii6t be undertaken ^ but they alone 
were not fufficient. Money was wanting to ereft 
buildings, and to purchafe utenfils. The profit 
fome inhabitants paade with the free-booters, who 
wei« always fuccefsful in their expeditions, enabled 
them to employ the flares. They therefore under- 
took the planting of thofe canes, which convey the 
gold of Mexico to nations whofe only mines are 

• fl-uitful lands. 

But the colony,' which, though it had loft fome 
of its Europeans, had ftili made a progrefs to the 
north and weft, amidft the devaftations that preced- 
ed the peace of Ryfwick, was yet but little ad- 
vanced to the fouth. This part, wliich includes 
fifty leagues of fca-coaft, had not a hundred in- 
habitants, all living in huts, and all extremely 
wretched. The governmait could fix upon no 
better expedient, to iliake Ibmc advantage of lb ex- 
tenfive and lb fine a country, thai to grant, in 
1698, for the fpace of thirty years, the property 
of it to a Company, which took the name of St. 
Louis. This company, in imitation of Jamaica and 
CuralTou, was to open a contraband trade with 
the Spanilh continent, and to clear the vaft tradt 
of land included in the grant. This laft objedt, as 
it was the moft important, was foon the only one 
that was attended to. 

To advance the improvement of agriculture, the 
comptuty freely granted lands to all who applied 
for them. Each perfon, according to his wants 
and abilities, obtained flaves thatwere to be paid for 

ia 
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In three years j the men at the rate fist hotKlred ® 

livres * i and the women at the rate of four him'* > 

dred and fifty livres f. The fame credit was al- 
lowed for mcrchandife, tliough it was to be deli- 
vered at the market price. The company engaged 
to buy up all the produc(i of the lands at the feme 
rate as thofe commodities werefold for in the other 
parts of the ifland. The focicty, which made fb 
many conccGlons, had no other compenfations for 
them but the exclufive right buying and felling 
through the whole territory affigned to them. Even 
this dependence, opprelTive to the coltMjift, was 
ftill alleviated by allowing him to take, wlicre he 
pledcd, whatever he was left in want of, and to 
pay out of his provifions whatever he might have 
occafion to buy. 

The monopolift, as a torrent that is loft in the 
abyfs itfelf has made, works his own ruin by his 
rapacioufnefs, by draining the country where he 
exercifes his tyranny. This mifmanagement of the 
oppreffor, the dejeftion of the ofqjrelTed, bofh 
concur to check induftry and trade in ftates fub- 
jeded to exclufive privileges. The company of 
St. Louis affords an inftance, among many others, 
of the ill effects of fuch private cojobinations. It 
was ruined by the knavery and extravagance of its 
agents i nor was the territory committed to its 
care, the better for all thefc Ioffes. The planta- 
tions and people that were found there, wlien the 
company gave up her rights to the government 
in 1720, were chiefly owing to the contraband 
traders. 
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B It was during the img and bloody war begun 

on account of the Spanifti fucceillonj that this at- 
ShithapTe" hadvboeQ made towards the improveiTvetit of 
tojhe eo- {-{je colony, it might have been expcfted to have 
made a fpeedy progrfifs, when tranquillity was rc- 
ilored to both nations by the peace of Utrec|it. 
Th^fe happy proii«(fts were blalled by one of 
thofe talamities which it is not ;in the jwwer of 
man toforefee. .All the cocoar trees upon the co- 
lony died in lyas* i^ogeron had planted the firft 
in 1.665. In proce^ of time they had ineneafed { 
elpeciaUy in the, harrow valleys to the weftward. 
There were an Ids jthaa twenty thoufand upon 
ibme plaatatiims i fo ihat^ jhough cocoa fold for no 
more than five firfs * a pound, it was become a 
plentiful fource of wealth. 

Cultivations of greater importance amply 
compenfated thialola, when the colony was threat- 
ened with a total fubverfion. A confiderablc 
number of its inhabitants, who. had devoted 
twenty or thirty years labour in a burning climate, 
to lay up’ a , competency to ipend a comfortable 
old age in their native country, were returned to 
it, with a fufficient fortune to enable them to dif- 
cliarge their debts and purchafe eftates. Their 
commodities were paid than in bank notes, which 
proved ufelefs to them. This fatal calamity 
obliged them to return poor into an ifland from 
whence they had departed rich 5 and reduced them 
in their old agci to foliclt places, as ftewards to 
the very people who had formerly been their fer- 
vants. The fight of fo many unfortunate perfons 
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infpked a ge^jal deteftacion, both, jl^w’s 
fchejmc, and of the India cpmp^y, ^hjcJi was 
confidered as accountable for this Ul-cpnc^sited 
projeft of finance. This averfipn, raifed by mere 
companion, was foon ftrengthened by very con- 
fiderabie peribnal intercfts. 

In lyaa, agents canac. frorn dhe India company, 
which had obKiinec} an exclufive grant of the 
negro trade, on condition that they IhonM furntih 
two thoufand negroes yearly. , , Tbis Was evidently 
a double misfortune for the colony, which could not 
exped to get above one-fifth of the ilaves they 
wanted, and forefaw that thofe would be fold at an 
extravagant price. Their difcontent broke out into 
a£ts of the greateft violence. Some commiflaries, 
who, by their infolent behaviour, had greatly 
heightened the dread naturally conceived of all 
monopoly, were forced to repds the feas. The 
buildings where they tranfadled their bufinefs were 
burnt to the ground. The .ihips that came to 
them from Africa, were either denied admittance 
into the harbour, or not fufiered to dilj>ofe of their 
cargoes. The chief governor, who endeavoured 
to oppofe thefe difttirbances, faw his authority 
defpifed, and his orders difobeyed,- as they were 
not enforced by any compulfive power : he was 
even put under arreft. Every part of the ifland 
refounded with the clamours of fedition, and the 
noife of arms. *It is difficult to fay how far thefe 
exceffes would have been carried, had not govern- 
ment had the prudence to make conceffiojjs. This 
extreme confufion lafted two years. At length, 
the inconvenicncies rcfulting from anarchy- dif- 

pofed 
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- quiili^ ,wta teftored haying recouife to 

violent mesdufest , 

' Fubw that pododi no cdpny tyeir lb much im- 
proved its time as that of S^^^mingo. It ad- 
vaaoed with tlw utmoft irapidity to a profperous 
ftate,. The two utifom»n»te wars which annoyed 
Its feaS, have only ferved to eomprds it* llfength, 
which has incrcafed the more Ifnce the<<;e£^tion of 
ho£h!iti<»/ A wouead is food headed when the con- 
flitutmn is ibund.: .Difeadb themfelyes are o hind 
of remedioj which# by the cxpulfion of the viti ated 
humours, add new v'^our m a robull; habit df 
body^ They reftoie the equilibrium of the whole 
fraitWj and impart to it a more regulw and oni* 
form motioxii* So war leems to ftrengthen and 
fupport national fpirk in many Hates of Europe, 
which might be tncxwated and corrupted by the 
prolperity of ctMumercej^ and the enjoyments of 
luxury. The immcole loHes which almcH equally 
attend vi^ry and d^eat, excite induftry and 
quicken Idbour. Nadotts will recover theirformer 
fplendour, provided their rulers will let them 
frflow their own bent, and not pretend to direbt 
their fteps, , This principle is peculiarly appli- 
cable to France, where nothing more is requhitc 
to prolperity than to give a free couife to the adli- 
vity of the inhabitants. . Wherever nature leaves 
them at fob liberty, ; they fuccecd in giving her 
powers their full fc<^» Sc. Domingo affords a 
ffriking jnftancc of wfiat may be expcifted from a 
good foil and an advantageous itoadon, in the 
hands of Trenchmen., 
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thcrn part eirt«n4 frolifi 
point of qlpeBeiit^ «§( ^ 

leagues of mofe'o^ ^‘cohl^fedi iif ^ 
mounmihS. The h$d Iwlli: i^ fafge 

towtts'hi thstt|i4ft^ tfeWr^yiierity* 

but forfook 

towns wews nca: 'lofiJlObdiSat^* ic<S^^ed 'by _^rae 
French, 

fo nfear the twrt uf %. ,foe#^go»* t^eii* 

tcrcd the chief ^fowe 4f ^ ’natwrf upb4 “whhih 
ruins they^atere tifing. Thei*' ptJ’s'hjweirf,'' ^tlttli 
comifionly afiTefobliS^ <at 'ihc litw* tJslfci 
Vache Jilais4» “to ««**««' «f<»h ^ 

divide their f^oils, esitboftlehedi i^eni to be^h % 
fettiemcnt on the neighb<^%'1!b«lff%'it6f tf 
was foon dcftfoi^cd, andt^as A 

Confiderable tlhoe after. Th^ appdihtfcd 

to fettle and extend this {s6lp#%ighTO of fo«ft 
fervice to it j but the it iilai^ ifas dik&y ‘ 

owing to the EhgHlH'bf Jdtjfsida, iSutch 

of Curafibu } who, having rcfolvcd tfaifj^ icdtltbft; 
all their ‘flaves to this place, bought the prb-’ 
duct of a land whittli ifhey^thbftliWres CtrfliftribUtcid 
to improve. W at 

length become ffear 1740 , 

they fretjoehll that hhi^^ ihe dlftsant of 
the c#>hy, diou|j^'thi> C«^»| pf ^i|irtl»45s 
fomedmes very te^liohs mm '-^chlt* u» a^duh^* 
rfAe-.*!*. ’ ' " '''■■ 

♦Tui ifedemCpt 'th#t lils? to w»j4wai4 ^ the 
reft, U called Jaquem^. Though vtd pfd^ ioug 
Voi. IV. P . fiaoding* 
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B o o « ftanding, it contains bdt; forty-two houfes. The 
^ yiiii- foil of this and the neighbouring fettiements is fo 
hemmed in by the mountains, that no great degree 
of opulence is to be expeded from it j but, in ano- 
ther 'view, it merits the attention of government* 
It lies very conveniently for the reception of any 
troops or warlike ftorcs, which the njother-country 
might choofe to convey to the ooloay in time of 
war, and which would run grew: rilques In taking 
the north fide j that being the natural and con- 
ftant ftation of the enemy’* ftptadrons* Jaquemi-I 
may allb be of great fervice in another view. The 
little Dutch ifland of Curafibii affords in times of 
hoffilities an ineshaulliblc ftore of provifions. 
Their privateers being ftrong and bold enough 
to beat the little privateers of Jamaica, the only 
Englifh veffcls that have hitherto obftruited their 
operations, have poured an immenfe flock of pro- 
vifions into the port of Jaqucmel, during the late 
troubles. Thej^ will continue this fupplj as long 
as is required, provided their landing is only l*e- 
cured by proper batteries, or by the proteiSlion of 
a frigate pr i wo. This pi? ce wUi fupply the weft- 
ern fide of St. Domingo, by a road of eight leagues 
only, which leads to Leogane and Port-au-Prince ; 
and the fouthern fide by fitwll boats that can eafily 
range the ebaft. , , 

Wna* Jaquemd furnilhes the fuppHes, St. 
Lewis is the defimce.of the ifland. This town, 
built in the beginning of the century, lies at the 
bottom of a bay, which makes a tpkrablc har- 
bour. It contains but forty houfes, and feems to 
be naturally deftiped to perpetual poverty, wanting 

even 
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feven a&ftaccc pf art to its inihAhtttaflts ® 
with water fit to driak. ScanteJfewB, who Bvc with- 
out the gates of St, Lewisj at krigth Undertook to 
form an aquedu(9t, which they engaged to conftnid 
at their own exjpcnce. iThis place is the feat of 
government, andi receives the few men of war 
which appear in thefe latittides. This is the only 
advantage it has } and it is by this Jt is able to pro- 
tect the trade and Wealdi of Ciyea> which lies ten 
leagues lower. 

This town Ifeems to have been placed, as itwere, 
fortuitonlly in the bottom of a lhallow bay, which 
grows more and more fo, and has but three chan- 
nels. The anchorage is fo confined and fo dan- 
gerous during the equinoa:, that Chips which hap- 
pen to be there at that Ceafon* are ffeijncntly loft. 
The gieat quantity of mud brought thither by a 
torrent, called the fouth river, has increafed to 
futh a degree, that in thirty years time there will 
be no entrance. The canal, formed by the vici- 
nity of Vac he ifland, is of no ufe, and only ob- 
ftruds the navigation. The creeks in this place 
are the refort of the pnvatr-rs of Jamaica. As 
they cniiae there without fails, and can oblerve 
without being feen, they ways have the advantage 
of the wind over luch veffels as are hindered by the 
violence and conftant conrfe of the winds from 
pafling above .the iHaod. If any men of war 
ihould be forced to put into" this bad harbour, 
the imiioinbiUty of furmouating this iftjftadc and 
that pf the currents, in order to get to windward 
of the iiland, would obi^ them to fc^lpw the 
track of merchant ftups. iberefpre, one 

f a afar 
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B o O K after another the poitk of L^bacou, ori actount 
of the ihoals, thefe feip$ Wbiild between the 
land and the enemy’s fire, with the difedvarti^c of 
tlie wnd, and would infallibly be deftroyed by an 
inferior fquadrori. > . 

T»i town of Cayes is not better than its har- 
bour. It contains ttBo houfes, all funk into 
fwiimpy ground, and- mcrfl of them fuitounded 
with ftagnant water. ;The air of this fpot is foul 
and unwbolefonic j and on this account, as well as 
the badnefi; of the harbour, it has often been 
wiflved, that the trade with the mother-country 
could, be transferred to St. Lewis. But the efforts 
that hare been made to effed this, have hitherto 
been unfuccersfui ; and will for e^er be fo, for very 
evident reafons. 

The town Of Cayes is furrourided with a plain 
nearly fix leagueilong, and four and a half broad. 
Tire ground w.hich is very even, extremely fruitful, 
and in every part fit for the culture of fugar, is 
well watered in many places, and may be fo every 
, where. Nothing is wanting to make it rival the 
plain of the Cape, but an equal -number of Haves. 
Thefe are daily increafing, and will foOn multiply to 
. fuch a number as to make the moft of this fertile 
fpot. . So many advantages arc an inducement to 
perfons who.crqfs the feas, merely in hopes of mak- 
ing a Ipeedy fortuiie, to go diredtlv to Cayes. 

To pretend to thwart this partiality would be 
to retard to ho purpofe the progrefs of a good fet- 
dement. Even the Caprices of iriduftry fliould be 
indulged by government. The Icafl: uneafinefs in 
the trader creates diftrufi:. Pofitical and military 
' . reafonihgs 
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y«almiin.gs .v^n‘;ine?er^^N^^ ag^inft in- ® ^ 

terqft.'; ,Xhe' (pplopiies are influenjM4:'^^,'jip;p^^^ 

'rule. ^ '^hereveifithfirc IS' tfee/grcateft .js^enty' of . ' ■ 
fpeck, ttieic they fe^le. , .Tr'ad^,' isililke a plant '.; " ‘ • 
that only flourilhcs in a foil ©f its .o^jn ch-hnpg. „,Jt 
difdains every kind of reftraint, Fprbi^dingl^^ , 
trad:e of, Cayes, would .juft .as aEifurd, k piece, of 

tyranny, _ as ordering; t^e defiers „at,;a;'!f8lrtp ,'guit 
their ftalls, 1 ,., '■ V' '' 

All that the- French miniftry could. rea^iiaWiy 
propofe, would be to for,ti1y,,, and in ,,fotnc. iriea- 
fure to render this |dace .mpre.whoicf^^ 0pthr 
might be efFeded, hy ,d^^ng a ditch .all round 
the town, and the rubbll^ itfould. fc^vq to fill up 
the marllics within. 'Xhe; ground ;feng ra 
higlier by this contrivance, ...would consequently 
grow drier; the water, w^liioh -would, be hroUght 
down by a gentle defeent ,frbm tl^ .rlverinto this , 
deep ditch, would. By the, ?Ci|l:a|it!5e of io^oe Ibrti- , 
fications, fccure the town fmdi the attacks of the 
privateers ; and woiild even aflord a .temporary 
defence, and allow .time p -caintui^c , with a 
fqiiadron. ' , 

Greater, improyemj^ts,,, mights® 

Why not allow a fa&blous |jar,bburS^ 
taut mart, which will food Jbi¥.ffcopp!e^i'',.The mer- 
chant lliips that feck-'lh4tqr,injiWh,|^;'.vif the-'- 
FlemifhBay, lefsthanctwo lteagu.es^^t^^ qf 

Cayes, feein to point otn: thif Ijpot aS thc^h^^ , 
that this town llands.m Want of., |t wOuM contain a’ 
considerable number i^.mth of war, fa,fc,irotn all 
winds } would afford them fevcral careening plaqes ; 
would admit of their doubling thc.yachc llland to 
P 3 windward,,,, ' 
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® windward, enal^e thcni to carry on widi the 
w... y i ^ town aiOBg-fids thecoaft, an intercburlei which, 
being jsrotxsfted by batteries p^periy dif|>oihd, 
Would indmidate the prirateers. T^c only incon- 
venience is, that the Ihip-womri is mojreapt to in-r 
jure the vefljti in this place than in other parts } op 
account of the nature of the bottom, and the calm- 
fiefs of the fca. 

Thsre iis a fafer anchorage af the town of 
Coteaux i tint i£ is only #c for fimll yCffels. The 
foreign trade winch is sdfciwed thiere ih rime of 
war, and can fcarce be preveirpsd in timb of peace, 
has readcw!d'this .p(^bf^^:c^ which is, 

however, aluKitd in a d^enceleft ftate. Next to 
Cayes, this is the principal town upon the coaft, 
where mod bnfinefa is tranlaiffced. Its territory, and 
the adjacent country, whofc produ6rions it con- 
fumes, abounds chi efty in indigo j but veij lidic of 
this is conveyed to Fiance. 

The fouihiri-fl j^ teitniitatcs at Cape Tiburon. 
The little fettlori^t 'that bmi formed there, 
in lieu of a harbour, has only a road, in which the 
fea is conftantly rou^i'but itsJortiScarions are a 
prote^rion; to luth, ^i^chant ihips m to 

double the Cape. It ,a retreat both to 

neptral ihips, which bciBg. purfued by pirates, 
have not l^^i able as 

to iiien of war,, which^^ in dang<u &om the 

violence of winds in riielc latitudes j or .dom 
the fuperior ibungth of an cnemy*s hmadron. - 

Though this coaft is the lead of the three be- 
longing to the French colony of St. Domingo, 
nnd that on riie lad day of December, 1766, it 

contained 
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contained 33*663 flaves j yet it is & consider- ® ^ 

able, that the mother-country roay exp^ ifl ritne ---v^ 
as great a produce from it as frcffn the rich# of 
her Windward ifiands. It is. at prdept greyly ot- 
pofed from its vicinity to Jamaica j bht in time it 
may be in a condition to threaten that bulwark of 
theEnglifli, when once the Jaads are improved, 
the country well peopled, the fea-pott? fortified 
and defended, and when Opce it has attained that 
degree of profperity to which a good; admipillratic^ 
ought to bring it. • , , v '■; / 

In paffing from, the fouth to theweft, rihe ncxtlet- 
dement is at Cape Donna Mkm. Itkatprcfehtfo 
weak, that in twenty lea^s of .foatcoaft, thra* are 
not above fifty Europeans able tobeararmsv And, 
indeed, a declaration of war is to dbetn a figaal of 
retreat, although they vento^ to remain in their 
habitations during the late holMlitfcs, Sut every 
inhabitant took care to provide a fuh^ermneous re- 
treat for himfclf and his flaves, whomever any pri- 
vateer appeared. Notwifoftaijdfog this precaution, 
fcvcral of their works have b^ten finpnfed and 
carried off. .■ 

The neat diftrift, kndwfi by tlw name of la 
Grande Jttfe, m PAnfe ie fo li- 

able to thefe arcidenis, This lovifo, fituated on a 
rifmg ground wlwrethe air is |aire; has fpmc good 
houfes, andfoemstopromifotobefocCefSTO. 
great plenty of its cotton and cocoa has ''iiidpced 
fome merchants to trade i^re, and it is to this 
place that privateers, which cruize upon, foe coafl: 
of Jamaica bring in theif prisieS 4 ; : ;^u;ltutc and 
, p 4 population 
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® xia popukttM have itiade fome progrcfs, and promifi; 

Vi— much more,. 

The famefuceefs is not to be expe<5ted at Pitit 
Guave.’ This jplace, fo Famous in the times of 
^he free-booters, is now only a heap of ruins. Its 
■ former i^en^our vris owing to a road, where 
Ihif^. df'ali burdens found iexceil^ anchorage, 
conveniences for Refitting, aiid 'a fheiter from dll 
winds. A? a hkrbouf it would fell be confiderdsle 
and frei^uented, werfeit noi for the vicinity of Go- 
navcj and for the 'i:%hating "Waters of . the river 
Abaret, which b Ibft, in, the iniorafles, and renders 
the air foul and unwholdome. 

I^oGAjf,Ej'; fiuiated within five leagues of Petit 
Guave, contains 317 houfes, which form a long 
fquare, and fifteen ftreets, fpaclous and well laid 
put. It ftands half a league from the lea, in a 
narrow but %tile plain, well cultivated, and wa- 
tered with, •a''gre,wnaany rivulets, The inhabitants 
arc extremely d^^firflus of having a canal opened 
frorxuthe town td'ihe anchorage, which would fave 
the inconvenience mf land carriage. If it were 
ad vi fable to have a fortified town on the weftern 
coafi:, undoubtediy Leogaue vrould claim the pre- 
ference., It ftaijds upon plain ground, is not com- 
manded by' ^ can it be annoyed 

by anysihipi; Ept to fecure k from being fur- 
prifeds if!;,^)io'hid be fiirrounded ’by a rampart of 
earth with a, di^ep, ditch, which might be filled with 
water without the leaifl; expence. This might be 
pffeftcd at a tfioch Icfs expence, than the works 
lyhich have been begun at Port-au-Prince } and 
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what foccefs we muft now leave liie itader ® 
to determine. > - 

The weftern part of the ifland was the firft that 
was cultivated by the French^ that being at the 
greateft diftance from the Spanifh fca'ces, which 
they had then reafon to fear. This being in the cen- 
ter of the coafts in their pofieil^oa, the feat of go- 
vernment was fixed there. ,'|tyy^s:^i:#jfettled atthe 
Petit Guavc, butthey wene fe« 5 h .di%|olied with the 
barrennefs and unwholcforneficfe ol" this Tpbt, It 
was then transferred to Ifeogane, and aftemafdi 
to Port-au-Princej ^hkh in 1,750 bet5^c the refi- 
dence of a fuperior conheil, a eomtb|ntkr in chief, 
and an intendant. The place thatwas made choice 
of for the intended’ Ga^%4» is an bp^iing about 
1400 toifes long in a dju^i^itnei arid; commanded 
on both fides. Two hathodrs, fe«tae 4 by feme 
iflets, have afforded a pretence for tjhis judicious 
choice. The harbour iriferided for tyadii^g veff^^ 
being how almofl: filfed i;!p, cati ao longer admit 
men of war with fafety thereat harbourdc- 

figned for thefe, being 'as .unwifeldfori^ as the 
other, from the exhalations the fmall iflands, 
neither is nor can be defended bv.afty thing agaiull 
a fiiperiorcnemy.", ,, ' ..'-'5’,' . . 

A SMALL fquadrpn might even block up a 
ftrongerone in Ib unfavorirapfeapcriition, Gonave, 
which divides the bay in two> would leave a free 
and fefe paffage for the fmaller iqitadrott} the fea 
winds would prevent the other fquadron from get- 
tingmp tokj the land winds,. by facilitating the 
exit of the enemy’s fhips from the harbtmf, would 
leave them the choice of rctreaitihg.thfough citha- 

of 
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* %in. * outlet^ of St, Mark and l.coganfe j and thty 
-wouid, all other circumftances being equal, al,! 
ways have the Advantage of keeping Gonave be- 
tweeof ^hem and the French fquadron, 

But vyhat would be the confequence if the 
French ft|uadroH flioiild jprove the weakeft ? Difr 
aMed and purfoedi it could never gain alhelter 
chat riins fq defep^di'land as POit-au-Prince, be- 
fore the cohqM^:^^^ “^hen advantage of its de- 
feat.- If reach the place, 

nothing t^sny frtAn ptufuing 

■- theni'a|mo§;‘.itt'^']igpe,.aiiid‘«^ entering the 
king’a haihiwr, wfoe they would take refuge, 

' ’F «®' ib^s^tiii.fbtriomfor a crake is that where 
':<me ttky^'^ufe whether one wiM accept or decline 
the ^ighti where there% but a fitiall fpace to guard, 

■ where the wfelt may hNS viewed from one central 
point, wheihe a Sfe anchorage, may be found at 
everyfaek, iwhocti^ cpnccaied without 

going far* p«!tfcui«.wc^ ;aid water at please, and 
fdi tk ©p«M(5lfeasii in wij^h there is nothing to fear 
but fr^f|oalIs. Thefe are the advantages that an 
enmiy^siquadimwill always havseovc^tlic French 
ftiips at anchor in Poi^-au-iFrincc* , Afmgle frigate 
might falcV cqmcAaid bid jdhe^^ aqd be 

fufficicni: to inkrogptahysijwJing diatfbould 

attempt to go ini pr out ndthemt a convoy. 

NEVs&taFLKSSi AvJmfboMr fo unfavourable as 
this bath determined ^ the building of the town, 1 1 
extends along the fea-Swwe the ipace of i aori toifes, 
that is, nearly ’- afong the opening which the Tea 
has made in the center of the weflbatn coail. In 
this great extent, which runs in to the depth of 

5 550 
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||6 tollfes, are* as it -f^re 558 |btml^ or 
llwelliog^places^ difperfed m 'fti:eets. The 
trainings of .|hc torrents frqJrn thff hiils, 

render thi^ ^cc always daring ,with<wt iupjdyiBg 
it good wa|fcn The iahaWt^tt moft fend 
|o z cpn&^bk ^ prOf^lt tW is 

whotefome. 44^ ^ 

there is in a p^cecoinm ^(4 on $he latid ,fide, 


$nd On the lea eafy 
Even the ftnall 



hsffirhotws 
«»«r& from mi 


imndio®)! th»E 

knding. 


^e to cover die 


hy any u»pr(gp<l|0^ man apijMmnted with tius 
place, plainly llie:>!^ |hc. government has he- 
Ibwcd too modi Sttoihtyh ^ PorO*{Ai'*Priftce. It 
would be a land error obhinaixly to oppolie na~ 
ture, and endcavoor to defend by art a piMre that 
lies open to iniNi&m oA di^fides^ . Itwoj^d ftid be 
a greater one tbTOllea; dtet i^ Courts <^jul^ 
troops, warlike iSores, prcr^||0nBi thearfe^ in 
a word, all that coiiftituterdbe iup^rtof a great 
colony, and at. die lame to leave it 4 pen to 
the enemy^ This port oug^ merefy to feve for 
the embmkation of the crops- , gathered in the ad- 
jacent f^d», and. in the plam the Cul- 
defac. This womld only rfe^nuww guard fuiHcicnt 
to prevent a fl^rilb, and to lecuito the retitat of 
the inhabitants, who will ^ays he ready tdaban- 
4011 a place, whitib rauft ine^^ 


m 

8 o o Jf 
xui. 


Saint 
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ing ftace^tEan, town, is not 

, ' ' ■ bottcatt' nf Wcreifce'nt'qf biU^', 

"'/T^^^urg 'has ' lek idiis. ,^tcryal^;■of life and 
' aH^ty;.' of .&e:. mountains 

'■ t^c ,iabyi.s'/'bf ’';it^,, ■/Waters., ,;i&cl!b,,, lulls, 

' '. ' afe'.:aot‘altc^feCT iifekfs ; thgy, 

of .the, 

any ^ 

, . ou:t,^qch:|aia^v® '.ftone' _tbe town, is 
;It;co3s^:i^i^-^at4esi:^ 

,' ‘ , by;!an'"inti^c|iinnqn%r now,.de- 

0Toye4. ’ ',■• ■ ': ' , 

St. Mark is a;,v^; reading :piac€. All fiich 
cominodities as Rrq apt Port.-au-Prince aro 

brougbt tWiet**'a4;%^^^ ^ ^ 

thqrcd 

Nicholas; . pW^ty of this place would be 
greatly if kthe plain of ,,the A-rtibonitc 

co!idd,l?e yfate^^^ 

wopld intp^i's^^^ ip fruitfulnpfsi if this 

copld-.i^.oacpefiis&ed.o.';/ , ■ ,. , ,■ .■ 

TiJ® a river 

whi^:^yi^ps i*-l?»S^I alanoft from one end 
.' ■ to thc;'other.;,;.,The',wate^^^ this river, confined 
by4uices,4i^i^i|W^f on the higheft part of the 
plain. : The fee^ht- .die hed of the, river has 
. lo^ ago iugg^led thpt kiea.of dividing it, it 
has been geometrically demonftrated that this is 
pra(3:icablci fuch confidcrablc advantages arc en- 
^ lightened 



lightened natib|is able to obMft oyer ! 

Butap^ojedi founded onmathema^ctl&O'S^ 

ought not to be mried into ^u(a<m^^itbdut die 
utmoft caution. , The impetu^% uf.tkellrtwn^ 
when fwellcd by rains, and the*|bflhe& of the foil 
on which the river flbwsj make it dangert^ 
to iriake any iteration in 
outlet, injudiciptdly; "made, , W63Edd !% \ 
ments open fuch ah «norii3»us;bre^h<>W^^^ 
make ' way for'yery aiatrri% ' 

dations, over -a-yj^ fcra£^'^i'|Ehd,r-;’:V= 

NfiVERTBliWs, alb'thfe p'PdJ>iie£ors';»C; impa- 
tient to fee this great work undertake^.' But ad- 
miniftration muft Jud^ whether jpiiyat'e, focietks, 
which folicit leave tp procure convdhlences of wa- 
ter that can only ferve to enrichtheir owngrouiids, 
would not be detrimental to the ,|)fpj6<^ of water- 
ing the whole country, ■ Rather riisanfuffer j^blie 
welfare to give place to pii vat^ Interidt, theg^eroT 
ment ftiould afTift thpfe who caniiot aiwd to pop- 
tribute towards the general cphws^ahcc’.'pf jiyatcn ' 
They will foon be rej^aid by an 
fixrh in the produce of the cpiahy.\ This ii^sre?dh 
would be greater ftill, if a pUJilksd pould -be 
vifed to drain that part of thecopft which is dyeir- 
flowed in the waters of the Ardbohjte;, Thus it is 
that the civilized man makes the earth fubfervient 
to his own ufe,* by altering the courfe of the rivert. 
The fertility he imparts to the land can alone juP 
tify his conqiiefts, if indeed art and laboiir,, laws 
and virtues, may be alldwed ih. procefs of dm 
atone for the injuftiCc of an' ipyafion, ’ ' ■ . ' 
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B o o X. , Tttt w^irn fwa^ oif the oolonyj which ttn the 
iaAdayti^Debfcniber, 1^66, conttonedsdonej 83/>»d 

flavesi » fepstpart*^ 1^^^ 

j^^of St« Nichoks* wHch lies on bodi coaibi 
Atthe ^ad of <®»e cape Is a ^pi:kl, fafei and com-* 
hayboiM*. it fbitds dire^f oppOhte to 
W &» iSand kt C^t and &e^s na- 
torSly dedBiwd by 1^^ the 

moll itnpM^ pcft W ^ Aiinetka Ibt the conve* 
iil'ehG«^bf''a«dgt^. ‘ : '1^’he <^>quji|’o^ the bay Is 
1456 tdtes btS;A ^ to the harbourj 

'AH‘i&is great re* 
cefs -is, s^hlW^h!^ 'iK’^gh’ -ihe' ifratws of the fca 

Theba- 

fiaii- fens as’ if made for die pnrpofe of 
iiareeifoigi has ftof ^tihcottv^ har- 

• booiis it js o|»n to die and North winds j 
and yet, if th^ felb# ever fo hard* they can never 
internet flit t«fe, W week that is done in the 
.‘jgtetiiifeda ' where the hatbour is 
‘pfes'i^^dally to the plainsj which ftand 
dpdttitfe'l^’bi^sj « fo it were, a 

fo^le 'foodfefl, wM and flat top, de- 

fedingiwdih a fls^ to omtfc with the reft 

of the iflahd, i,.' ■ 

TH^ Moktif ^ V? neglefted 

tjy djeyi«bfeb^§t\.ifofe The bare hills 
and;fiat!ififet It ab^ -^^^rded nothing 

workh''-ti^lir'''^^i-'‘';^^^ Englifli 

made dT it war, has rendered it of 

fomckihdt^dh^fee* The Freiich miniftr)% 
inftrufbd by theh- y^iy enemies, font oyer a niim- 
b^ of Acijdkhs ahd G idl perifhed 

there 
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tWewi?ii^ftpmihing rapidity^ jThis |s 
the fate that attends all new 4>ttlements.t^«rti!i^ 5<-i*v^ 
tropics. . The few thath»^, 9 iutUi((^d t|iH^^ 
effefts of the cliinate^ 

ment and poverty, da^y tUp; , 

, and barren foil of Sit* ^ 

doni granted . '■ ^ 

may put a^ftop 

pofe 'Of 'their crops |p|, i^i'i* 
of thiscp 4 Tini'i(ii^!i)C#^(Wi;^^y^.ti(^,«pon^ ■ 

allotted to them,,^ ai^d^/hpi»«y€^-ijo,c^ia^ 

moditiesfitfofj^j^pej^i^^ptcotw^^ , 

Ths nextfetdcrn^nrpnt^ epaft is callpid 

Port Paix. It owi;di|s ori©n tp -ilje neighbpjjT;* 
hood of Tortuga, whofe ipha|a^nt|8 toiok refuge 
there when they forfdok that i^a^,.; The, grounds 
^were cleared ib . estfly, that this fs. oneu,of die 
healthkil (pots in St. l)otnh)|^^Aa4 h^ Ij^i^g tince 
attained the unxioft degree ’^rlchira, anjJ.popvlaf- 
tionitis capable of j but hoi; vccy confi* 

derable, though jhciuftiy has ;C fo far 

as even to pierce thiough ii^ant^i^ for thp:^^^ 
veyanCe of water to moiftep i^e griiuiKiSi .They 
have very little fugat) and chicSi^ therafejiyes 
to the Culture of iddigo* coffee, ahd ^ttbn* Pert 
Paix is on all fides fp that it is 

in a manner cut’ off' ^ the iiland. 

The next fettlenieit;» place is ^Ca^ 

Franfois, _ /,■ ; ,v:' ■ . ,->■ 

This town is built on the, Me of ap exstenfiW 
plain, twenty Teagues long ind fppr hfip^, . Few 
lands are better watered j but th«rc is hot bpe river’ 

■ ' . ’ '; where 
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B o ^herd a fioop caih go op' abdVe thfffe miles. All this 
greatfpaceis-ihtt'rfdaed^HhM forty 

feet wide* aftd. planted on hodi .fidcs with hedges 
of citron tfeesj thick enough to fervc as a fence 
agalnffc the bcafts. There arc long: avenues of tall 
trees leading up to feveral habitattdnsi It were 
' to be wilhed fuch as thefe had been planted along 
the roads : for they would not 6nly have been 
omamentai, but would alfo havfe afforded a de- 
lightful fliade for cri^ellers, and prevented that 
fcarcity of wood which is already complained of. 
Though the French had long been fenfible of the 
value of this foil, - which is rich and fruitful be- 
yond defeription,' they did not fet about cultivat- 
ing it rill the year 1670, when they had nothing to 
apprehend 'from the inroads of the Spaniards, who 
till then had continued in that neighbourhood with ^ 
a confiderable force. The method that was taken ‘ 
of bringing ; thither the inhabitants of Santa Cjuz 
and St. Chri^pher’s, haftened the progrefs of 
this -fettl^ent. It now produces the greateft . 
quantity of fugar of any place in the world. 

The plain, which is bounded to the North only 
by the fca, is terminated to the South by a ridge of 
mountains, which' varies in depth from four to 
eight leagues. Few of them sit very highj feve- 
ral of them may be culriya^d to the very fummit, 
and they are all: interfeared at intervals with ex- 
ceeding fine plantations' of coffee and indigo. In 
thefe delightful vales,' ail the fweets of fpring are 
enjoyed, without ieither winter or fummer. There 
are but two fcafons in the year,, and they arc 
equally fine. The ground, always laden with fruits 
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hd covered with flowers, realizes the delights and ® ^iii. 
riches of poetical deferiptions. Wlierever we turn — \r— ' 

our eyes we are enchanted with a variety of ob- 
jefts, coloured and rcflciflcd by the cicarefl; light. 

The air is temperate in the day-time ; and the 
nights arc conftantiy cod. The inhabitants of the 
plain, upon which the fun darts his moft pov/erfiil 
rays, repair to thefe mountains to breathe a cooler 
air, and allay their third: with wholefoine water. 

Happy the mortal who firft taught the French to 
fettle on this delicious fpot ! 

This man was one of thofe whom the fpirit of 
intolcration in religious matters began to drive out 
from their native country. A Calvinift, named 
Gobin, went and reared the firfl habitation at this 
cape. More houfes were built as the grounds were 
cleared. This fettleinent liad already made fuch 
progrefs in the compafs of five and tv/enty years, as 
to excite the jealoufy of the Engllfli. I'hey joined 
their forces with thofe of Spain, and, attaefing 
it both by land and fca, in if>95, they took, plun- 
dered, and 1 educed it to allies. 

A GRCAT advantage migiit have been made of 
this misfortune. Inrerefl:, v/liieh is rite primary 
foun-ler of all colonies, had induced die inhabi- 
tants to chuff ift a harbour that is three IcagtiLS in 
circumference, the foot of a hill for I’lc jionion 
of the cape, becaufe it was the place that lay 
mold convenient for the anchorage. This fituatiuii, 
however, being unwhokTome, flic.uh! liave in- 
duced the colonilc.s to ferric fomev/heic elfe. This 
circumftance they did not attend to, but rebuilt 
their town wiiere it never ought to bc biuk at all, 

Vot. IV. (y 
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» ^CjTS^p of th*? 4»n «!>«■ 

I^4cfe4 Iiiort ^ ^ rpa^^iofi^^f die 

mpoijiC^i 9X^ die n^i^jcua 0^7 come icem die 
cojift oviir die mayflies. Yeje luj^ is die ricl«»c^ 
^ of ^he couotrf, th«^ jif te^n has always 

^Kdjperodt and increafed in mom and 

fdedant ao4 heautifid. 

T^^ ^ 9 pit is BOW cut by draight 

i!&eets, int^ 2a6 clufters of houfqj^ which amoruoc 
so 8 iQi but thefe&teetaarc too nartoFkfnd haring 
BO flo{>e| are always dkty^ j for^ as they mp pavod 
only in the middle, the hetmels, which are not 
evcB on each fide, gather into piwpcaamd com- 
rncm dioresi iti%ad of draining od'^e waters. 

Savsaat fqvares have been planned in this city, 
t'h.at of Noire Dame, though an old one, is 
ha|dty hsveUed. It is a long fquarc, with a foun- 
tain in die middle, which is c^cen dry, for want pf 
being properly fupplied. A church has been be- 
gun fome years hnce j but its immenfe $ze, the 
wantof money, andthotedioosimportationof ftone 
from Ewope, makes the work go on very flowly. 
The iquare oi Clugny, which is a regular one, was 
built from neceflity, to remove an oflejafive morals 
and die drying it up muft ceitipnly contribute to 
tj^ whoicfoaienefs pf the mr. 'fifhe goveroor’a 
hoiife, the barracks, ao^n royal magaainc, ate the 
only gwblic buildings t^attrail t|je notice ci the 
curious { but ihe humane ohfefver cannot mroid 
brholdir^ wiitK|dealUre ihofe hsundadons that are 
called the hfiufe nC Providence. Moft of the 
French, who firt come into the cdUmy, aredbOi- 
tute of rcfourccs and talents, and before they have 
*'1 . acquired 



iiit^<HStf toi <iyffibfrdbli iltali ai<e ht^. 

€«!« dieHl^li^^^ ^beh m« iSileiililiH^ 

twro habiti(tii9itlj ’where the '4tKit Ihe ^iv^enmi 
Mtt lfev«f»8y^ffrt"rided #ith every ^ng they warn: 
iHl ^ey e«h get emplo]^ed. & ^ a fHfgraee that 
fuch an eiccellent inftlentitm haa ft<?t been Itrikktedl 
in «Hjtet )3wcer} a nt^oSt e()t(a% ti^gOftat to 
htifflaniey »»i good p^y. ' ' - 

It wodM be .the tn&^ oF ttadh'to Ott^ in 
all ooWies Beh hofptthJ^ houfb at tholhdf St. 
Doniingo; Theifetnay be laid to be twly fsbus 
and divine ihSimidonSj as they are calculated Bit 
the pitfe wdoK of maakindi ^ Whether it is <rw^ 
ing to this precaotiOB or other clrcumj^ances* cer- 
tain it is, that fewer in profiortion die at the cape, 
than in the other towns aiongthe ^a<oaft. The 
care that has been taken to pisriiy Jh4 air by drain- 
ing the fens, the thorough clearing of the hills, 
the proximity of a plain almoft completely culti- 
vated, ail thefc circuraftances have cmtatrtd to 
conned the noxjbus influence of aft unhealthy 
fituation. 

The harbour (rf” the cape deferves to receive the 
Tich produce of all the adjacent country : and it 
is admirably well adapted to admit the Ihips thit 
come from Europe. The air is the beft in all the 
ifiand. It lies open tn none but the north-eaft 
<Wind, and cunum even bn hurt by this, the en- 
trance being full of reefs, which break the vio- 
lence of the wavof A fldp gets out vary eaflly^ 
aftd foon launches into the t^cii flhu 

0^2 
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Fourteen leagues to windward of the cape Is 
Fort Dauphin. It was formerly a townj which 
was called Bayahaj but, fince it has been removed 
nearer to the fea, has changed both its name and 
place. The new town lies in the inmoft center of 
a Ipacious harbour, which has, only one outlet, 
formed by a channel, 1 500 toifes long, and about 
100 broad. It isfurrounded by ariverto theWeft, 
and terminated by the fea Ihorc on the Eaft. The 
fort ftands on a very fmall peninfula to the North ; 
and on the fouthern fide is the plain. The town 
contains as yet but feventy houfesl It is at a fuffi- 
cient diftance.from the mountains, to be out of the 
reach of any hill thai miglit refieft the heat j but 
fome fens in the neighbourhood render the air un- 
wholefome. The fortifications are fufllcient to 
keep a fquadron at bay for two or three days. 

Though this is fuch a fine and fafe harbour, 
the major part of the prodiicc of its own plain is 
fbill feat to the Cape. Tire mafs of tr.idc will al- 
ways attrad the lefs branches i and great k;a -ports 
will occafion the fmalier to be ncgleclcd, .and to 
decline. 

In 1710, the commodities of rhe whole colony 
ofSt.Dorhingoamountedonl) to i,ccD,ooopound3 
wdght of indigo, 1,400,000 of white fugar, and 
21,000,000 of raw fugar. The plantarions were 
extended ; and in 1734, thoft of cotton and coffee 
were added. In 1754, the commodities of the 
colony were fold upon the fpot for 28,S33,5oi 
iivres*.- It is true they received from the inodier- 
tountry to the amount of 40,628,780 livres lvalue 

* I, *61,469!. 3s. 4<1.. i i,7;7»S09h 2s. fl*!. 
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of iTierchandize. But if the colony became in- 
debted, it was only to haften its profperity. The 
population of whites amounted then to 7758 men, 
capable of bearing armsj to 2525 women, either 
widows or married j to 781 young marriageable 
perfonsj to 1691 boys, and 1503 girls, under 
twelve years of age. Among the blacks, or free 
mulattoes,' were reckoned 1362 men fit to bear 
armsj 1626 widows, or married women; 1009 
boys, and 864 girls, under twelve years of age. 
The manufadturcs were peopled with 791785 
negroes; 53>8i7 negro women; 20,158 negro 
boys, and 18,428 negro girls. Of raw fugar they 
worked 344 plantations, and 255 white fugar; 
3379 of indigo; and there were cultivated 98,946 
cocoa trees ; 6,300,367 cotton plants ; and 
21,053,842 cafTia trees. The provifions of the 
colony were 5,520,503 banana trees; 1,201,849 
plots of potatoes; 226,098 plots of yams; and 
2,830,586 trenches of manior. The cattle did not 
exceed 63,454 horfes and mules, and 92,946 
heads of horned cattle. 

In 1764, St. Domingo had 8,786 white men 
able to bear arms ; of which, 4,306 lived in the 
North, 3,470 in the Welt, and only i,bio in rhe 
South. Thefe forces were increafed by 4,1 14 mti- 
lattoes, or free negroes, who were enrolled. Of 
thefe there were 497 to the South, 2,250 -to the 
Weft, and 1,370 to the North. 

The number of flaveswas 206,000, men, women 
and children, parcelled out as follows: 12,000 
in nine cities, fojne artificers, and fome employed 
in domeltic ferviccs; 4000 employed in the fmaller 

0,3 towns, 
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® xm ^ towns, in the tile and brick-kilns, pot-houfes,Umc? 

WyW kilns, and other ncceffary handicrafts } iGoodef: 
tined to the cultivation of proyifions and kitchen 
grounds; and 180,000 refervcd for the care of 
commodities for exportation. Since i^is eftimate 
was made, abput 15,900 negroes have beei^ 
Ibrought annually into th^ colony, Thcfe have 
not fupplied th^e place of the dead, for that va- 
cancy was more than filled up by Haves fmuggled 
into the ifland; nor have they been employed as 
fervants in the cities, where a lefs numl^r is kept 
than formerly. Thefe frelh negroes were all able- 
bodied men, and have been employed in the lar 
hours of tire plantations, which they muft have 
greatly improved. Neither have the plantation^ 
received any injury by the fubftituting of Ibme ar- 
ticles in lieu of others. 

Instead of indigo, which began to yield but 
little on fome grounds that were too much ex- 
haufted, forty new fugar plantations have been 
formed. There are now 260 to the North, 197 
to the Weft, and 84 to the South. The refining 
works have been increafed in ftjll greater propor- 
tion than the plantations; and the quantity of 
white fugar is almoft doubled. Cotton has in- 
creafed greatly in the valleys tp the Weft, and cof- 
fee prodigioufly in thofe to the North. Some plan- 
tations of cocoa have been even formed in the 
woods of the great bay. Peace has reftored the old 
branches of trade, and opened new ones. Under 
her proteftion every thing profpers ; and Ihe con- 
ftitutes the felicity of both worlds. 


Wf. . 
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'VSTe may affirm, from undoubted auiliority, .t|iat ^ xin. *^ 
in the courfe of the year 1767,, there have been *— vmw 
■exported from this colony no lefs than 7 2,71 8,7 81 
pounds weight of raw fugar j 51,562,013 pounds 
'of white fugar j 1,769,562 pounds of indigo j 
150,000 pounds of cocoa} 12,197,977 pounds <if 
coffee} 2,965,920 pounds of cotton.} 8,470 parcels 
of hides in" the hair } 10)^50 tanned hides } 4,108 
xalks of rttifj} and 21, 104 cafks of rholaiffes. 

This is the fum total of the produdions entered 
atihe cufrom-hOufes of St. Domirigo, in i 7 67 , athd 
exported on board 347 fhips lent from Trance. 

The goods taken in under fail, the overplus of 
the weight delivered in the payment of the Imiig- 
gled blacks, cannot have cafricd awdy lefs than a 
fixth part of the produce of fhe colony, which , 
mull be added to the known efrimate of her weal tlx. 

Since that period all the plantations are increafed, 
thofe of coffee trebled. 

Opinions differ as to the increafe it is ftill ca- 
pable of attaining. Some think it may be doubled } 

'Others rate it only at one third. Ail agree that the 
culture will ftill admit of great improvements, 
which may be expeded from the adivity of tlie 
•nation that is poffefled of fo iinproyeable a foil. 

■But can Ihe hope to reap the fruits of .her labours? 

Js it certain that Ihe will always preferve the pro- 
perty of them ? Thefc two quelHons deferve a le- 
rious difeuflion. 

The trade which the French of St. Domirigo 
-carry on with their indolent neighbours, is of St. Domin- 

- ... '^■11 1 « w<thi'hc 

more confequence than it is generally thought to Spaniards 
be. They fupply them with ftockings, hats, li- ftUieifland.' 

<^4 nens. 
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ner|s, guns, hard ware and fome wearing apparel | 
atid receive in return, horfes, horned cattle both 
for llaughter and for labour, fmoked beef and 
bacon, fkinsj andlallly, twelve or fifteen hundred 
thbufand livres*, which the court of Madrid de- 
votes annually to the maintenance of the governor, 
the clergy, and the troops in the firft fettlemcnc 
the Spaniards ever made in*the New world. Ex- 
cepting fome few Portugal pieces which retain a 
nominal value, far above their intrinflc worth, 
they have no coin but what they draw from th<Sr 
neighbours the Spaniards. Revolutions only, which 
it is impoffible to forelee, can never put a Rop to 
this intercourfe Isetween the two nations that di- 
vide St. Domingo, and which is carried on both 
by- land and fca. Here mutual wants prevail over 
natural antipathy; or elfe the uniformity of cli- 
mate Rifles thefe feeds of divifion. 

It V, 'ere. to be wilhed that the French colonifts 
were as certain of always keeping up their con- 
nections with Europe. Had the firft adventurers 
who went over to St, Domingo been in a condition 
to think of plantations, they would, doubtlefs, have 
feized upon that part .of the ifland which lies moft 
to windward ; which they nright eafily have done. 
The plains on that fide are large and fertile ; the 
land lies quite open to the ocean ; the coafts are 
fafe; the harbours may be entered, as foon as difeo- 
vered, abd one lofts fight of them the very day 
one fails out. The track is fuch, that no enemy 
can form any ambufeade ; the coaft is unfit for 
cruifing; thefe latitudes are convenient for the Eu- 

* About 59,000 1 . on an average, 

ro|)eans, 
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Topcans, and the paflage expeditious. But as the ® ^ 

fcheme of the firft French navigators was to at- 
tack the Spaniih Ihips, and to carry on their hofti- 
Jities on the gu^ph of Mexico, the polfeffions they 
occupied in St. Domingo were furrounded by 
^uba, Jamaica, the Turks} by Tortuga, the Caicos, 

Gbuava, and Lucayos iflands, where the roads lie 
concealed, and are the lurking-places of the pri- 
vateers. They are alfo furrounded by a multitude 
pf fand-banks and rocks, which make the progrels 
of a fhip flow and uncertain } and by narrow feas, 
which muflt give a great advantage to the enemy* 
either for landing, for blocking up, or for 
cruifing. 

Against fo many dangers, no effeftual remedy 
will ever be difeovered, but a fquadron conftantly 
kept there in time of war, and always in motion. 
Whether it has been owing to inability in the go- 
vernment to afford this^kind of protection to the 
colony, or to the negligence of the admirals, who 
have lain by inactive in the harbour with their 
armed veffels ; certain it is, that hitherto the only 
plan of defence which could fecure the trade of St. 
Domingo, has never been purlucd. 

If the miniftry and the navy fhould alter their 
principles and their condu6l, the firft thing to be 
done will be to proteft the latitudes about the Cape, 
where the navigators coming from- France always 
enter in time of war, and generally tod in time of 
peace. The neceflity of reconnoitring tlie pro- 
montory of la Grange, fituated ten leagues higlwr 
lip, brings thither fwarms of privateers, who arc 
feklpni difappointed. Two well-armed veffels fta- 

tioned 
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» XIII **®®®*^ there, wcmJd esfilf make themfehres maffers 
of that criiizili. If, contrary to all cxpeftafioh, tht; 
enemy IhoiaW bring at fuperior forcci no doubt they 
would be obliged to yield to themj bdt it would 
probably be only for a fbort tiiPe. 

iHxviwo thus facilitated thd entriince 6f fhips to 
thfe'Ga|!)ei the ridit thiuig tvould ^ to fecure their 
going out s which might be effected in the follow- 
ing manner. One of the two men of ^yar, which 
ihouM always be ftationed in the hatbour, would 
take feYeral merchanc-meri uftdfcr her conYby, fee 
them fafe out, and return within three or four days 
at farthell. She Would feldom-be in any danger, 
becaufe Ihips of the line are hardly ever feen in 
thofe parts j nor could they be there without being 
ubfcrved. 

WnitE one part of the fquadron was employed 
m proteftingthe navigation of the north; the other, 
and moft confiderable part, would cover the other 
coafl's of the colony. This would have its chief 
ftation at Port au-Prince. Twoofitsveffcls might 
.fail from thence to the Mok St. Nicholas, as dan- 
gerous a place for Ihips going from the Cape to 
the weft and fouth, as la Grange for thofe that 
want to land at the Cape. They Ihould never pafs 
the point of the Mole ; the forces ftationed to the* 
northward (hould endeavour to fcour the fea as 
far as that place j which is the more important, as 
ail the armaments from New England going tO Ja- 
maica muft be intercepted at this paflage they a.re' 
obliged to make. The fquadron of Port-au-Prince 
Ihould further be commiffioned to Ihcw itfelf now 
and then to the fouthward of the ifland, to proteft 

its 
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opTJ latitudes, aad- to cony^ all hoitwwrd- • * 

bound lhips‘till they were gc^ dear of the iCaod. 

It might cycn occafionally go and cruiac ujsc^ 

Jamaica when it cwkl be Ipared, 

Having thus provided for the fecurity of the 
produce of the colony from the attempts of the 
enemy } it is rocumbent oa the mother-country to ' 
take the neceffafy meafopes for preferyiag fo valu- 
able a property. 

In former times, the Spaniards, who ftill occupy To pn« «>» 
half the ifland, were formidable rivals. As foon ntfutea 
as the French had made their appearance at St. 
Domingo, warm contefts arofe between the two 
nations. A few private and infignificant men ven- ?' si. 

, , , , Domingo, 

tured to go to war with a people armed under a it wouw be 
regular authority. Thefe tnen were acknowledged 
by their country as foon as they were thought {^Xcoto- 
ftrong enough to maintain thcmfel ves in their ’Tllir- 
pations, A commander was lent to thein, wjio 
bore the name of governor of Tortuga and St. 
Domingo i which title was ^torwarus changed to* 
that of governor-general of the Caribbee iflands. 

The braye man, who was firft appointed to com- 
mand thofe intrepid adventurers, caughetheir fpirit 
to fuch a degreerAs to propofc to his court the 
conqueft of the whole ifland. He pledged Jiis litef 
for the fuccefs of the undertaking, provided they 
would fend him a fquadron ftrong enough to block 
up the harbour of the capital. 

The miniftry of Verfaillcs, ncgleding a projeit 
which was in reality more pradicable than it ap- 
peared to them at a diftance, left the French ex- 
pofedto continual hoftilities. Notwithftandingthis, 

they 
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* ^ always repuifed them fuccefsfully, and even 

carried devaftation into the enemy’s country i but 
thofe animofides Jcept up in their minds a Ipirit of 
robbery and plunder, indifpofed them for ufeful 
labours, and ftopt the progrcfs of agriculture, 
which Ihould be the ultimate end of every well- 
' regulated colony, and the firft objed of every fo- 
ciety that is in the pofleflion of lands. The error 
which France had fallen into, in not feconding the 
ardour of the new colonifts for the conqueft of the 
whole ifland, had nearly occafioned her the iofs 
of that part of which Ihe was already in poflelfion. 
While the French were engaged in carrying on 
the war of 1688, againft all Europe, the Spa- 
niards and the Englilh, who both dreaded lecing 
them firmly eftablifhed at Sc. Domingo, united 
their forces to expel them. Their firfi; attempts 
gave them reafon to cxpedl an entire fuccefs j when 
they quarrelled with each other, and from that 
time became irreconcileable enemies. Ducafie, 
^ho managed the colony with much fagacity and 
great reputation, took advantage of their divifions 
to attack them fucceffively. He firA invaded 
Jamaica, where he deftroyed every thing with fire 
and fword. From thence he was preparing to 
turn his arms againft St. Domingo ■, and would in- 
fallibly have reduced the whole iOand, had he 
not been ftopped in this expedition by Orders from 
his court. . . 

The houfe of Bourbon afeended the throne of 
Spain, and the French nation loft all hopes of 
conquering St. Domingo. Hoftilities, which had 
not even been fufpended there by the treaties of 
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Ai}c-ia-Chapelle, Nimeguen, andRyfwick, ceafcd ® xn?. * 
at laft benvcen people who could never be true v 
friends to each other. The French fettlements, 
and even the planters, recovered their tranquillity. 

For fome time pad, their flaves, taking advantage 
of the national divifions, had Ihaken' off thek 
chains, and removed into a diftrift where they 
found freedom and no labour. This dcfertion, 
which muft naturally have increafed, was' abated, 
by the Spaniards entering into a Contraft to bring 
home the fugitives to their neighbours, for the 
fum of 2^0 livrcs * a head. Although this agree- 
ment was not very fcrupuloufly obferved, it proved 

a DOwerful check till the diffentions that divided. 

1 . 

the two nations in 1718. At this period the 
negroes deferred their works in multitudes. This 
lofs induced the French to tlunk of reviving their 
old projecl of expelling totally from the iflan<,l fuch 
neighbours, who were equally dangerous from 
their indolence, as from their turbulent fpirit. 

The war did not laft long enough to bring about 
this revolution. At the conclufion of the peace, 

Philip V. gave orders for the reftitution of all the 
fugitives that could be found. They were juft 
embarked, to be font to their old mafters, when 
the people rofe and refeued them j an a£t which 
we cKJuld hardly difapprove,had they been prompt- 
ed to it by 'humanity, rather than by national 
hatred. It will always be pleafing to I'ee people 
<;xcitcd td rebellion on account of the flavery of 
the mifcrable negroes. Thofe who were refeued 
on this occafion, fled into inacceffible mountains, 

^ iol. iS s. 3 d. 
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where they hay* fiuce mtiltiplied to fuch « dcgfe*/ 
as to be able lo afford a fafe retreat to sdi the 
flavcs that caa find meana to join them; There, in 
confcquence of the cruelty of civilized nadons^ 
they become a$ free and as farage as tigers ; in cx- 
ped^ion, perhaps, of a chief and a conqueror^ 
who may reftore the violated rights of mankind, by 
. feizing upon an ifland which fems to have been 
intended for the Qaves who till the ground, and 
not for the tyrants who water it with the blood of 
diofe victims. 

The prefent fyftem of politics, will not allcnv 
Trance and Spain to be at war with each other. 
Should any event occafion a rupture between 
the two nations, notwithftanding the compaft be* 
tween the two crowns, it would probably be but a 
tranfient quarrel, that would not allow time for 
projecting conquefts which muft ftron be reftored. 
The enterprifes on both fidcs would, therefore, 
be confined to ravaging the country; and in this 
cafe the nation that does not cultivate, at Icaft at 
St. Domingo, would prove formidable, by its very 
poverty, to that which has already made Ibme pro- 
grefs in the culture of its lands. A Caftilian go- 
vernor was fo fenfibie of this, that he once wrote 
to the French commaqdanc, that, if he forced hina 
to an invafion, he would deftroy more in the coth- 
pafs of one league, than the French could, if they 
were to lay wafte all the country he commanded. 

Hence it is demonflrable, that, if a war fliould 
break out in Europe between thefe two powers, 
die moil; active of them ought to lue for a neu- 
trality in favour of this ifiand. Perhaps, it would 

be 



, JIT THE E^5T AN3> WEST INDiJES. 

1)6, for tjie fotercft of both,, that it fhotild be totally ® 
m the hands of the moft laborious. But even i— 
though the coort of Madrid fliould refolve to rc- 
linquilh a territory which is rather a burdm to 
Spain, there arc foil many difficulties remaining. 
Cireat Britain, who is now mifoefs of the fote of 
America, would hardly confent to fuch an acceffion 
of wealth to her riv|I. 

A MORE natural fcheme, and which ought to 
meet with no obftacle, would be to fix the boim- 
daries of the two nations that Iharc St. Domingo. 
This arrangement ought to have taken place oir 
the acceffion of Philip V. to the throne > an event 
which gave the French poffeffions a degree of fta- 
bility and legal right they never had before. It 
might have been expeiSted, that the nation which 
gave the other a king, fhquld have fopulated 
that all the territory lying between the coafts diey 
inhabited to the north and fouth, ffiould tsmain 
under their dominion. More powerful interells 
tlien claimed the attention of both parties i and 
this difeu-ffion was referved for anotlier period, 
which is never come. Not a fingle conference 
has ever been attempted tofottle this difficulty. 

This negleft has been the occafion of much blood- 
fiied among the inhabitants. This fource of rage 
Md difeord has filled every breaft j and at lafo in 
1730, both nadons took up arms to deftroy each 
other. The principal people of both colonies fiic- 
ceeded at that dmc in putting a ftop to this dif- 
lenfion, by a provifional convention j but the fuc- 
cefibrs of thofe able and moderate naen may no5 
^ways have the famc-aifoiorky, or the fame good 

furruncT 



* O O It 
XIIL 


tUSTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AN© TEACE 

fortune. The mciA effe£hjal method would be-td 
put an end for ever to this inteftine war, by* le- 
gallyauthenticating the refpcdiive property of both 
parties. 

To cfFedt this with regularity and jufticc, it 
would be proper to go as far back as the year 
iyoo. At this period, both nations being upon 
friendly terms, remained the juft owners of the 
lands they then poflelTed. Tlie encroachments 
made during the courfc of this century, by the 
lubje<fts of one of the crowns, are the encroach- 
ments of individuals ujxin each other j they are 
not become lawful polfcirors by being tolerated ; 
and the rights of both powers are ftill the fame, 
fince they have not been abrogated, direftly or in- 
diredtly, by any convention. 

But it is certain, from inconteftable fadls, that, 
in the beginning of this century, the French pof- 
jfefhons, which are now bounded on the northern 
coaft by the river of Maflacrc, extended then to 
the river Yague. Thofc of the Ibuthern coaft, 
v^hich had been carried on as far as the point; of 
Cape Beam, have been contracted, in procefs of 
time, to the inlet of Fitrc. This revolution has 
been infenfibly brought about, and is the natural 
confequence of the ceconomical fyftcm of the two 
neighbouring nations. The one which has applied 
itfelf chiefly to agriculture, has collefled all its 
poffefllons towards the moft frequented ports, where 
the produce might be moft readily difpofed of. 
The other, whofe fubje(fts were fliepherds rather 
than planters, wanting more room for the breeding 
of cattle, hare feized upon all the forfaken lands. 

The 
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‘t’he pafturcs hare naturally been enlarge(^, dnd 
the fields contrafted, or, at leaft brought dofer to- 
gether. But it is not reafonable that the moft in- 
duftrious nation, that which does molt good to the 
ground by improving it, Ihouid be plundered by 
the other, which only wanders about and con^ 
^umes without propagating. 

It would not be fo eafy to fix the boundaries of 
the French in the inland parts ; the frequent and 
daily revolutions that have happened there, having 
occafiOned much uncertainty and confufion. The 
two colonies arc at prefent feparated by the moxm- 
tains of Ouananlinthe, of the Trou, of the great 
river, of the Artibonite, and of the Mircbalai. By 
this barrier, the French arc confined every where, 
excepting at the points of Mole St. Nicholas and 
Cape Tiburon, to a narrow trad, which extends 
no-where more than nine leagues and a half j and 
in fome places not above fix leagues at moft. This 
territory forms a kind of crefeent, whofe convexity 
takes in 250 leagues of lea-coaft, to the north, 
weft, and fouth. But thefe limits cannot fubfift, 
for a reafon which muft prevail over all other con- 
fulerations. 

The French fettlements to the north are divid- 
ed from thofe to the weft and fouth by inacccfiible 
mountains. The impolfibility of fuccouring them 
expofes them tu the invafion of a power which is 
equally an enemy to both nations. The common 
danger, which creates a kind of reciprocal intereft, 
ftiould engage the court of Madrid to fettle the 
limits in fuch a manner, that her ally may find the 
afliftance fhe may Want for her defence. The 
Vot. IV. R laiwi 
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® ^ land chat fhould be given up is rugged, a very in- 

different foil, and at a great diftance from the fea. 
The proprietors of thefe lands, which are, indeed, 
■ uncultivated, but covered with flocks, fliould be 
indemnified by France, with a generofity which 
(hould lea/e them no room to regret ^hat they 
had loft. 

Meaforei When thc poflcffions of the colony are thus 
ought to connected and fuppoi:*ced internally, by an uniiiter- 
by Tuptcd chain of communication, they muft be for- 
twrcoiony againft the attacks of the only enemy that is 

trom fo. truly formidable, the Englifh; If they mean to 
Ao'm. ' attack St. Dortiipgo by the weft or fouth, they will 
colleft their forces at Jamaica j if by the north, 
they will make their preparations at Barbadoes, or 
fome other of the Windward iflands, from whence 
they may reach the Cape in feven or eight days j 
whereas it would take five or fix weeks to come to 
that port from Jamaica. 

The weft and fouth are incapable of being de- 
fended. Thc immenfe extent of thc traft renders 
it impoffible to maintain any conneflion or regu- 
larity in the motion of the troops. If they are 
diiperfed, they become ufelefs by being thus divid- 
ed i if they are collected for the defence of fuch 
pofts as are moft liable to be attacked, from the 
natural weaknefs of their pofition, they would be 
in danger of being all loft together. Large bat- 
talions would only be burdenfome to fuch extenfive 
coafts, which prefent too much flank and too much 
front to the enemy. It will only be neceftary to 
or keep up, batteries to protect the roads, 
the merchant-lhips, and the coaftii^-trade ; to 

keep 
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ke^p ofF privateers, and even to prevent l^d- ® 
ing of a man of war or two, that might come to 
ravage the coaft, and levy contributions. The 
light troops, which are fufficient .to fuppor,t thefe 
batteries, will give ground in proportion to the ad- 
vances of the enemy, and only take care to avoid 
furrendering till they are in danger. 

But it is not neceflaty to relinquifti every kind 
of defence. At the back pf each coaft, there ftiould 
be a place for flielter and for reinforcements j al- 
ways open for retreat, out of the enemy’s reach, 
fafe from infults, and able to refift their attack* 

This fhould be a narrow pafs, capable of being 
intrenched, and of defending the troops to advan- 
tage. Such is that of la Gafeogne, on the weftern 
coaft. It has every natural advantage of fituation, 
with this only inconvenience, tjiat it is not placed 
in the center between all the quarters. The ge- 
neral rendezvous for the fouth, eftabliftied on the 
habitation called ?ercin, at the diHanceof to,c30o 
coifes from the Cayes, is a retreat capable of 
making a very great refiftance. In the center of 
all motions of retreat, it comprehends all that can 
be wiflied for as a defence. Nature has provided 
it with a narrow pafs, and at the fame time covered 
its flanks, and left an opening at the back j which, 
while it fliuts up every avenue againft an enemy, 
fecures to thofe who defend it, a communicauon 
with the interior parts of the colony. 

From thefe impregnable retreats, the conqueror 
may continually be haraflTed;. who, having no 
ftrong hold, will be perpetuidly p^pofed to a fur- 
prife. alarms would be doubled, if a few 

R 2 fquadrons 
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B o jO ^ fquadrons of light horfe were eftablifhcd therc^ 

V ■' )/■ which might be procured at a fmall expencc. 

The Spaniards of St. Domingo fell Andalufiair 
horfes at a moderate price j which are very traft- 
able, and yetfulloffpirit, areunfhod, and feed alt 
the year round in the meadows, where they deep 
in open air. Thefe are excellent for' fkirmilhes,- 
and will afford fufficient time to wait for fuccours, 
which may be brought up at any time from the 
north. The troops employed in this fervice may, 
if wanted, defend the other part of the colony* 
which can only be attacked by fea. 

All thofe who are acquainted with the ifland 
of St. Domingo, know, that the French fettle- 
ments make as it were tw^o diftinft colonies, one to 
the fouth and weff, and the other to the north ; 
which have no real and beneficial communication 
with the continent. So that, even fuppofing the 
Englifh were fufBciently ftrong, and had gained a 
firm eftablilhmcnt in the weft and fouth, they never 
could penetrate to the north by land. Should they 
attempt it, it muft be by that narrow tra£t which 
joins the French poffeflions on the weft and north, 
at Cape St. Nicholas, or eife by crofting the Spa- 
nifh territories i both which are impracticable. 

The firft is a barren defert, fo full of forefts, 
pafles, and precipices, that a man on foot cannot 
get through but with much time and extreme la- 
bour. The other way is little better. It lies 
acrofs the Spanifli mountains, which are high, 
barren, and craggy j and whoever fliould attempt 
to pafs them, muft expeCt to be haraffed. The 
northern coaft, therefore, being inacceffible by 

5 land. 
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lana, can only be attacked by fea. As it is richer, 
more populous, and lefs cxtenfive than the other 
two, it is more adapted to fupport a land war, and 
to make a regular defence. 

The fea-fidc, which is more or lefs full of reefs, 
affords in many places a fwampy ground j and the 
mangroves which cover thefe marfhes, make them 
quite impenetrable. This natural defence is not 
fo common as it was, fince many of thefe coppices 
have been cut away. But the landing-places, 
which are commonly no better than gaps, flanked 
by thefe woods overflowed with water, require but 
a moderate front to ftop them up. Magazines, and 
other ftonc buildings, are common there ; they fur- 
nifli pofts for the creftion of battlements, and fe- 
cure the placing of fome malked batteries. 

This firft line of the Ihore fe^s to promife, that 
a coaft of eighteen leagues, fo well defended by 
nature, would, when feconded by the valour of 
the French, put the enemy in danger of being 
beaten the moment they fliould land. If their 
fchemes were difeovered, or if the difpofitions 
they were making at fea fhould, from a diftance, 
point out the place of their landing, the forces 
might repair thither and prevent it. But expe- 
rience Ihews the infallible advantage of fquadrons 
at anchor. 

It is not only by the firing of broadfidcs from 
the Ihips to cover the approach of boa'ts, it is by 
the impolfibility there is of guarding every part of 
the coaft, that a fquadron at anchor can eafily 
effeSt landing, as it is a conftant check to fo many 
places at once, Land forces move very flowly 

R 3 about 
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® ^ about the windings of the coaft, while the boats 

v l ^v, *n7 and floops arrive fpeedily by a fliorter way. The 
affailer follows the ftring, while the other muft 
go all along the bow. Difappointed and wearied 
out with a variety of motions, the latter is not 
lefs apprehenfive of thofe he fees in the day-time, 
than of the manceuvrcs of the night which he 
cannot fee. 

In order to be able to oppufe a defcent, the 
firft thing to be done is to fuppofe it actually ac- 
coitiplilhcd j all our Courage and ftrength is then 
exerted in taking advantage of the delays or miftikes 
of the enemy. As foon as they are pbferved at 
fea, they may immediately be expedted on land. 
A large fliore, on which a landing may be efFeded, 
will always leave the plain of the Cape open to 
invafion ; fo that the chief attention muft be di- 
refted, not to the fea-lhore, but to the inland parts. 

Thk inland parts are in general covered with 
fugar-Canes, which being more or lefs high, ac- 
cording to their degree of maturity, fuccefllvely 
make the fields appear fo rxiahy thickets. Thcfe 
are occafionally fee on fire, either to cover a march, 
or to retard the enemy’s piiffuit, to deceive or 
aftonifhhim. In two hours time, inftead of fields 
covered with crops, nothing is to be feen but an 
immenfe wafte, covered with ftubble. 

The partitions of the cane grounds, thefavanhahs, 
and the ftorehoufes for provifions, do not obftru<ft 
the motions of a'n army more than our meadows. 
Inftead of our villages, they have their kibitations, 
which are not fo full of people, but arc more nu- 
merous. The thick and ftraight hedges of cirronT 

tree^ 



IN THE EAST AND WEST INI^. 

trees are defer aqd morp ittipenetr^ble thaa the 
fences that inclofe our ftclds. This is what coRjfti- 
tutes the greateft dilfiereacp in the view of the 
fields of Atuerica and tliofe of pyrope, 

A SMAJ.L nuntber of rivers^ fomc hollow ways, 
very low hillocks, a foil generally even, fome 
dikes conftruaed againft inundations, few dutches, 
if any, one or two forefts not .very djdck fet with 
trees, a fmall nuratber.of maraiTcs,, a ground that 
is overflowed in a ftorm, and grows dufly again 
with tweLvie hours funlhine, rivers that are full one 
day and dried up the pext^ thefe are the general 
appearances of the plain of the Cape. This diver- 
fity muft afford advantageous encampments, and 
it mufl ever be remembered, that in a,defenfive 
war, the poll one removes to cannot be .too near 
the one that is. quitted. 

It is not the province of a writer to preferibe 
rules to military men. Csefar.himfelfhas told us 
what he has done, . not what we are. to, do. Topo- 
.graphical dcfcriptionsjdetenniningthe goodnefs pf 
fuch or fuch a.poft, the combirtation of marches, 
the art of encampments and retreats, the moll 
learned theory ; all thefe muft be fubmitted to the 
eye of the general, who, with the principles in 
his mind, and the materials in his, hand, applies 
both to the circumftances of time and place, as 
they chance to occur. The military genius, though 
mathematical, is dependent pn. fortune, which fuits 
the order of the operations to the diverflty of ap- 
pearances. Rules are liable, to, numberfefs excep- 
tiojis, wiuch muft be difeovered in tlie inftant. The 
very execution almoft always alters the plan, anddif- 
R 4 compofes 
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® compofes the fyftem of an aftion. The courage qr 

timidity of the troops, the rafhnefs of the enemy, the 
cafualfuccefsof hismeafures,an accidental combat, 
an unforeffeen event, a ftorm that fwells a torrent, a 
high wind that conceals a fnare or an ambufeade, 
under clouds cf duft, thunder that frightens the 
horfes, or is confounded with the report of the 
cannon, the temperature of the all;, which con- 
ftantly influences the fpirits of the commander and 
the blood of the foldiers : all thefe are fo many 
natural or moral caufes, which, by their uncer- 
tainty, may overturn the beft-concerted projects. 

Whatever place is made choice of for a ,de- 
feent at St. Domingo, the town of the Cape will 
always be the objedl of it. The landing will 
be fomewhere in the bay of the Cape, where 
the fliips will be ready to augment the land-fotces 
with two-thirds of their crews, and to furnifh 
them with artillery, ammunition, and whatever 
they may want for the fiege of that opulent for- 
trefs. It is towards this bulwark of the colony 
that all endeavours to keep off the aiTailer muft be 
direfted. The choice of advantageous pofitions 
will in fome meafure compensate for the inequality 
of numbers. At the moment of landing, the 
ground muft be diljjuted by fupporting a kind of 
falfe attack, without engaging the whole of the 
troops. Thefe muft be pofted in fuch a manner as 
to fecure two retreats, the one towards the Cape, 
to form the garrifon of that place, the other in the 
narrow pafles of the mountains, where they will 
keepsn intrenched camp, from whence they maj 
^pnoy the befiegers, and retard the taking of the 

place, 
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place. Should the place furrender, as it would * ^ 

be an eafy matter to favour the evafion of the c— 
troops when they evacuate it, the conqueft 
would not yet be completed. The mountains in 
which they would take refuge, inacceflible to 
an army, furround the plain with a double or 
treble chain, and guard the inhabited parts, by 
very narrow pafles, which may be eafily defended. 

The principal of thefe is the defile of the great 
river, where the enemy would find two or three 
pafles of the river, that reach from one moun- 
tain to the other. In this pl^e four or five hun- 
dred men would flop the moft numerous army, by 
only finking the bed of the waters. This refiftancc 
might be feconded by 25,000 inhabitants, both 
white and black, who are fettled in thefe vallies. 

As the white men ^e more numerous here than 
upon the richer lands, and their crops are fmaller, 
they cannot afford to confumc any great quantity 
of the produce of Europe, fo that what they cul- 
tivate is chiefly for their own fubfiftence ; from 
this they might eafily fupply the troops that fhould 
defend their country. Any deficiency in the ar- 
ticle of frefh meat could be made up by the Spa- 
niards, who breed vafl: quantities of cattle on the 
backs of thefe mountains. 

After all, it may happen that the firmnefs of 
the troops may be funk under the want of provi- 
fions or warlike ftores, and they may be either 
forced or turned back. This fuggefted the idea 
feme years ago at Verfaillcs, of building a fortified 
town in the center of the mountains. Marfhal 
Noailles was a warm advocate for this fcheme. It 
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* xia * imagined, that by means of fomc re- 

^ doubts of earth fcattered upon diflerent parts of 
tlie coail, the enemy might he eiKked by regular 
attacks, and infenfibly exhaufted by the lofs of a 
great number of men, in a climatp where ficknefs 
fuddenly proves more deftrudlve than the fword. 
It was fuggefted that no more ftrong holds Jhould 
be eretfted on the frontiers, where they lie expofed 
to the invafion of the mailers of the fea } becaulir, 
while they are unable to defend their own habita- 
tions, they become fo many bulwarks for the con- 
querors, who can eafily take and guard them with 
their ftiips, and depofe or (draw from thence arms 
and men to intimidate the vanquiflied. An en- 
tirely open country was better, in their opinion, 
for a power that has no maritime ftrength, than 
forces difperfed and forfaken upon ihores, wafted 
and depopulated by the inclemency, of the climate. 

It was in the center of the ifland tliat die 
ftrongeft place of defence was e^^pefled to be 
made. A road of twenty of thirty leagues, full of 
ohftacles j where every march mull be attended 
with feveral engagements, in which the advantage 
of the pofts would render a detachment formid- 
able* to a whole araiy j wh^re the removing of 
the artillery would be tedious and laborious; 
where -the dilKculty of convoys, and the diftance 
of communicatipn with the ocean; where every 
thing, in Ihort, would confpire to deftroy the 
enemy: fuch was to be, as it were, the. glacis of 
the intended fortification. This capital was to 
ftand up6n high ground, where the air is more 
pure and temperate than in the plains beneath ; 

6 ii) 
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m the midft of a country which would fu{)ply the ^ xla ^ 
town with neceflarics, particularly rice ; furroonded 
with flocks aOd herds, which, feeding upon a foil 
moft favourable to their increafe', would be re- 
fervcd for times of want provided with ftore- 
houfes proportioned to the town and garrifon: 
fuch a city would have changed the colony into a 
kingdom, able to fupport itfelf for a long time ; 
whereas its prefent opulence does but weaken it, 
and having fupcrfluities without neceflaries, it en- 
riches a few proprietors, without affording them 
fuftenance. 

If the enemy had made themfelves mafters of 
the fea-coaft, which would not be difputed with 
them, and were defirous of colleding the produce 
of the lands, they would ftand in need of whole 
armies to keep merely upon the defenfivej for the 
continual excurfions from the center would not 
permit them to do more than this. The troops in 
the inland parts of the ifland, always fure of a re- 
fpeftable retreat, might eafily be relieved by re- 
cruits from Europe j which would find no difficulty 
in penetrating to the center of a circle of fo im- 
menl'c a circumference } whereas all the Englilh 
fleets would not be fufficient to fill up the vacan- 
cies which the climate would be countinually 
making in their garrifons. 

Notavithstandinc the evidence of thefe ad- 
vantages, the projed of a fortification in the moun- 
tains has been dropt, and a fyftem purfued, which 
would confine the whole defence of the ifland to the 
Mole of St. Nicholas. This new plan could not fail 
pf being applauded by the planters, who were not 

' fond 
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fon4 of citadels and gamfons near their planta- 
tions, as they are more injarious than they can 
poffibly be beneficial to them. They are fenfiblc, 
that the whole force being direded to one point, 
they Ihould have none but light troops left in their 
neighbourhood on the three coafts, which arc fuffi- 
cient to drive away the privateers by the afiiftance 
of their batteries j and are, befides, very convct 
nient defenders, ever ready to yield without refi-r 
llance, and to difperfe or capitulate on the leaft in- 
timation of an invafion. 

Tms plan, fo favourable to private intcreft, has 
alfo met withehe approbation of fome perfons well 
verfed in military affairs. They were of opinion, 
that the few troops which the colony will admit of, 
being in a manner loft in fo large an ifland as St. 
Domingo, would make an appearance at the Mole. 
Bombardopolis is the place that has been chofen, 
as the moft refpedabie poft. This new city ftands 
on the margin of a plain, which is fufficiently ele- 
vated to render k cool and temperate. Its territory 
is covered with a natural favannah, and adorned 
with groves of palm-trees of various kinds. It is 
not overlooked ; which is an uncommon circum^ 
ftancil at St. Domingo. Ic might be made a re- 
gular fortification, and of any degree of ftrength. 
If it did not prevent an invafion, it would, at leaft, 
prevent the conquerors from getting a firm efta- 
blifhment upon thexoafls. 

It were to be wilhed, fay the ftatefmen, that, 
from the firft morpent the works had been begun 
at the Mole, it had at the fame time been fortified 
to the degree that fo advantageous a fituation 

will 
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v-'ill admit of; It isf a treafiire, the poffcffion of ® ^ 

'which fhould have been fecured as foon as it was t— v-«rf 
difcoveredi ShouJd this valtiable key of St. Do- 
mingo, and, indeed, of all America, fall into the 
hands of the Englifti; which it may very poflibly 
do on the breaking out of a war, which cannot 
be far off, this Gibraltar of America would be 
more fatal to France and Spain than even that 
of Europe. 

It is no wond^ir, if all the precautions which 
have been taken hitherto for the defence of St. 

Domingo, have been conducted with fo little judg- 
ment. As long as forecaff and protection fliall be 
confined to fecondary means, which can only pro- 
traft, not prevent, the conqueft of this ifland, no 
invariable plan can be purfued. Fixed principles 
are the exclufive privilege of fuch powers as can 
depend upon their naval force, to prevent the lolk 
of, or fef ure the recovery of, their colonics. Thofc 
of France are not guarded by thole floating arfe- 
nals, which can at the fame time attack and defend. 

Their mother-country is not yet poffeffed of fuch a 
navy as to render her formidable. But does fhe at 
leaft govern her poffelHons abroad by the maxima 
of found policy and good order? This is what we , 
ftiall next inquire into. 

The Britiih government, ever aCluated by the Fxamin.- 

• 1/-.. 1 • r i"' 

national fpint, which feldom deviates trom the true govcrnme»«; 
interefts of the ftate, hits carried into theNewworld in* he ** 
that right of property which is the ground-work 
of her tegiflation. From a cqnviclion, that, man 
never thinks he has the entire poffcffion of any 
thing but what he has lawfully. acquiredi they 

have. 
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have> indeed) ibid tke lands in the i (lands at ^ 
very moderate price to fuch as were willing to 
clear them. This appeared the fureft way to 
hallen the cultivation of them j and to prevent par- 
tialities and jcaloufies, the neceffaiy confequence » 
of a diftrlbution guided by caprice or favour. 

Francs has taken a method feemingly more 
generous, but not fo prudent* that of granting 
lands to all who applied for them. No regard 
was paid to their abilities or ci^cumftances j the 
intereft of their patrons determined the extent of 
the land they obtained. Indeed, it was ftipulated, 
that they fhould begin their fettlements within a 
year after the grant, and not difeontinue the 
clearing of the ground, upon pain of forfeiture. 
But, befides the hardfliip of requiring thofe men 
to be at the cxpence of clearing the land, who 
could not afford to purchafe, the penalty fell upon 
them only, who not having the advantage of 
family and fortune, could not make intereft w'ith 
the great; or upon minors, who being left deftitute 
by the death their parents, oqght rather to have 
been affifted by the public ; whereas every pro- 
prietor who was well recommended or fupported, 
was not called to account, though he let his 
grounds lie fallow'. 

To this partiality, which evidently retarded the 
progrels of the colonics, we may add a number of 
ill-judged neguiations relative to domeftic life. 
Firft, it was required of every perfon who obtained 
a grant of land, to plant 500 trenches of manioc 
for every flave he had upon his plantation. This 
Older was equally detrimentai both to private and 

public 
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intcreft, as it compelled the planter to ea- ® 
cumber his ground with this ordinary pj?[>dudipn,' w,v* 
when it was able to yield richer crops ^ and ren- 
dered the poor grounds, which were only fit for . 
this kind of ailture, ufelcfs. This double error 
could not but lefien the growth of all kinds of 
commodities } and, indeed, this law, which laid 
a reftraint upon the difpofal of property, has never 
been ftridtly put in execution j but as it has alfo 
never been repealed, it ftill remains a fcourge in 
the hand of an ignorant, capricious, or paflio- 
nate minifter, who may chufe to make ufe of it . 
againft the inhabitants. This evil, great as it is, 
is, however, tl^e leaft of thole they have to com- 
plain of from adminiftration. The reftraint of the 
Agrarian laws is ftill incrcaled by the burden of 
labours impofed upon the vaffals. 

There was a time.iti Europe, that of the 
feudal government, when gold and filver was little 
regarded in public or private tranfaftions. The. 
nobles ferved the ftate, not with their purfes, but 
with their perlbns j and thofe of thehr vaftais, who 
were their property by right of conqueft, paid 
them a kind of quit-rent or homage, either in the 
fruits ,bf the earth, or in fo much labour. Thefe 
cuftoms, fo deftrudive to men and lands,, tended 
to perpetuate that barbarity to which they owed 
their rife. But at length they were gradually laid 
afide, as the authority ©f kings prevailed in over- 
throwing the independence and tyranny of the 
great, by reftoring freedom to riiepcoj^e. The 
prince, now become the foie mafter, aboliftied, as 
amagiftrate, fome abufes ariflng from die right of 

war. 
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war, which deftroys every other righti. Burfe* 
veral of thefe ufurpatlons, which time hjwi confe- 
crated, were ftill retained. That of the average, 
or a certain proportion of labour required of the 
yalTals, has been kept up in fome ftates, where 
the nobles have loft almoft every advantage, 
though the people Jiave not acquired any. The 
liberty of France is at this day infringed by this 
public bondage ; and this injuftice has been re- 
duced into a fyftem, as if to give k a colour of 
juftice. The conlcquences of this horrid fyftem 
have been ftill more feverely felt in the colonies. 
The culture of thefe lands, from the nature of the 
climate anll.^of the produftions, requiring expe- 
dition, canndj^^ eafily fpare a number of hands to 
be fent to a g^eat diftance, and employed in 
public works, which are often uftlefs, and ftiould 
never be carried on buc by idle hands. If the 
mother-country, widi all the various means Ihe 
can employ, has never yet been able to corred or 
mitigate the hardlhips of thefe fervicves, ftic ought 
to confider what evils muft refult from them be- 
yond the feas, where the diredion of thefe works 
is committed to two overfeers, who can neither be 
direded, cenfured, nor controuled, in the arbi- 
’ trary exercife of abfolute power* But the burden 
of thefe ferviccs is light, when compared with tha.t 
of the taxes. 

A TAX may be defined to be a contribution to- 
wards public expence, necelfary for the preferva^ 
tion of private property. The peaceable enjoy- 
ment of lands and revenues requires a proper 
force to defend them from invafion, and a police 

that 
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thtsCti^cures, the liberty of iipptoybg them; Wh^t~ 
ever is pai4; C(?5va^ the mawtewiipiee of 
order, is right, ?pd jvift* whatever i& leyie.d be- 
yond this, is extortion. Now, all gOfverntX]ien,t 
expenses which the motbef-cduntry is at for the 
colpnjes, are repaid her by the reftcajnt laid iipon, 
them, to cultivate hw her alone, and in fuch ^ 
manner as is beft adapted to hej; w?nts. lliis fub- 
jeftion is the moft burdenfomeof all tributes, and 
ought to exempt them, from all other taxes. 

Any one mod: be convinced of this truth, who 
reflets on the difference of dtoJitiph between the ’ 
Old world and the New. In Europe, fub^ftence 
and home confuraption arc the principal objedt 
of culture and of mannfa<frbresi exportation only 
carries off the overplus. In the iftands, the whole 
is to be exported. There life 'and property arc 
equally precarious. 

In Europe, war.only deprives the tnanufddhirer 
and the hulbandman of the trade to foreign coun- 
tries; they ftill have their refource in that which 
circulates in the internal part of the Idngdoral In. 
the iflands, hoftilities a.nnihiiate every thing ; there ' 
are no more fales, no more purchafes, no more 
circulation ; the planter hardly recovers his coils. 

In Europe, the owner of a frnaU eftate, who is 
able to make only a few ocpences, improves his 
land as much in proportion as he that has a wide 
domain and immenfe treafutes. In the ifland$i the 
improvement of the fmaUeft plantation requires a 
pretty good ftock to begin with. 

In Europe, it is commonly one citizen that is 
indebted to anotherji andi the ftate is ooi; impo- 

Voc. IV. S ■ verilhed 
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vcriflied by thcfc private debts. Thofc oft^c 
iflands are of a different nature. Many planters, 
in order to carry on the labour of clearing their 
grounds* and to repair the Ioffes incurred by the 
misfortunes of war, which had pat a ftop to their 
exports, have been obliged to borrow' fiich large 
'films, that they may be confidered rather as farm- 
ing the trade, dian as proprietors of die plan- 
tations. 

Whether thefc reflexions have not occurred to 
theFrench miniftry, or whedier particular circum- 
ftances have obliged them to depart from their 
plan ; Certwn it is, they have added frefli taxes to 
the obligation already laid on the colonies to draw 
all their neceffaries from France, and to fend 
thither all their own commodities. Every negro 
has been taxed. In fome fettlemcnts, this poll-tax 
has been confined to the working blacks ; in others, 
it was laid on all the flaves without diftinction. 
Both thefc arrangements have been oppofed by 
the colony aflembled at St. Domingo. Let us now 
judge of the force of their arguments. 

Children, old and mfirm men, make up about 
one-third of the flaves. Far from being ufeful to 
the planter, fome of them are only a burden, 
which humanity alone can prompt him to fupport, 
iffrhile the reft can afford him but diftant and uncer- 
tain hopes. . It is difficult to conceive how the trea- 
fury fliould have thdught of taxing an objeX that 
is already chargeable to the owner. 

The poll-tax upon blacks extends beyond the 
grave i that is to fay, it is fixed upon a perfon who 
exifts no more. If a flavc fliould die after the affeff- 

ment 
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ixicnT’has been made, the pltatetr, ^ci »s ^ ^ 

tinhappy on account of the dhnmUdoh of hii iii- Ci 
come and of his capital, is ft 31 obliged to pay a 
tax, which i^minds him of his loliesi and tiii&es 
him feel them more fenfibljr/ 

Even the working flaves are not an exaft tarifft* 
of the appraifement of a plant^^s income. With ‘ 
a few negroes^ a good foil ix/’ill )neld m^'t® Hian 
poor one with a great number^ The commodities 
are not all of the f^e vdue, fhot^ they aife all 
procured by the labour of cbole peafohs upon 
whom the tax is equdly laid^ Thp chahging i^rtl 
one kind of culture to attothtyi wlufeh the "groimd, 
requires, fu^ends for a w'hile the produce of labours 
Droughts, inundations, files, detrounng inibeb, 
often deftroy the ^its of labour; S^uppofe all 
things alike, a lefs number ol; hands makes in 
proportion a lefs quantity of fugaf} either bfccaufe 
the whole of the wants mtift be taken iniO confi- 
deration, or becaufe laboiur is t^ly advantageous 
fo far only as the molt favourable o|^ortunities 
can be improved. <• 

The poll-tax upon blacks becomes Hill more 
oppreflive in time of war, A planter who cannot 
then difpofe of his commodities, and muft run in 
debt to fupport himfelf and to keep up his land, 
is further obliged to pay a tMc for flaves whofe 
labour will hardly be equivaderit to their mainte? 
nance. Nay, he is often conftrained tofendthem 
at a diftance from his plantation for the ima^nary 
wants of the Colony, to fiipport them there at his 
own cxpcnce, and to fee them periih without any 
fcafon, while he is Under the fevere neceflity of re- 

S a placing 
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® ^ placing thfem one time or otber, if ever he means 

to retrieve his grafted and' alinoft ruined lands. 

Ta^ burden of the poll- was ftill heavier 
upon ftrch of the proprietors as were ablent from 
the colony, for thefe were condemned to pay the 
tax tteWe 5 .which was the more unjuft, as it was 
matter ;of mdiiference to France whether her com- 
modities -were confumed at home or in the iflands. 
Could it be her intention to hinder the emigra- 
tion of the: Colonifts ? 6nt it is only by the mild- 
neft of the government that citizens can be in- 
duced to ^ in a cduntiry, not by prohibitions and 
penalties. "triid by hazardous labours 

carried' oh in a fuitfy climate, had contributed to 
the public profperity, ought to have been indulged 
in the liberty of ending their days in the tempe- 
rate regioniof themother-country. Nothing could 
more elFcAoally rbuze the ainbition and adivity of 
numbers of idle people, than to be fpedators of 
their fortunes and the ftate might thus be relieved 
of the load of thefe lifelefs men, to the profit of 
induftry and commerce. 

Nothing can be more dct-rinnental to both than 
this taxing of die blacks, aathe neceflityof felling 
obliges the planter to lower tfie price of his com- 
modities. A mo^rate price may be an advanta- 
gCotf^ circumftance,, when it is the refult of great 
plenty, and of a very quick circulation. But it is 
ruinous" to be obliged to lofe conftantly upon 
one’s merchandife, in order to pay taxes. The 
profits of trade are all abforbed by tlie treafury, 
which is continually receiving, withQUt making 
any returns. - 

I.ASTLy, 
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'Lastly, it b a, veiy difficult matfipr.toJcyy th^ * 

tax. Every proptriecor ia an > ' ^v — o' 

count df the number of -his 'ilaves. To:|aw’V5^ 
falfe entries, they muft Jbe verified iby cierics, 4W 
excifemen. Every negro ^that is not enteitd iniili: , 
be forfeited j which is » veryafeiard pnaAksCjibe- 
oaufe eveiy labouru^ negro isib aiMCh ’iadc, and 
by the forfeiture of him ithe cnlcure b dirainifiied, 
and the very dbje<ft.fi>rii!d«ch 
is annihilated. Thusifihap^CBsthatt m thedfito 
where the fucceb of fcsneryi^hg depqnds upon 
the tran(|uiHjty which isdi^o^d, a dcfimiivc 
war is carried on between ate ^Smaeier ^land the 
planter, :l 4 W-fuits ws flisnaeiwis, removaib fre- 
quent, rigorous meafures become sand 

the colls arc great and ruioous. 

If the negro-tax is Hajo# miu extent, onequaJ 
in its repartition, and complicate in theaiffiotic of 
levying it j; the tax laid upon idn*. commodities that 
are carried out of the ediomes, is neaWy as injudi- 
cious. The goveniinem ventured toiimpofe this 
duty, from a perfuafion that it would :fidl entirely 
upon the confumer and the merchant ; but there 
cannot be a more dangerous error in political oaco- 
•nomy than this is. >> . 

The aft of conluming ddes not fupply money 
to buy what is coafutned} this idini be gilded by 
labour} and ail labour, if dangsare traced ^up to 
their origin, is, in Eft, paid by the hrft proprietor 
t>ut of the produce of the eanth. This being the 
■c^e, noone attticle can be always grovdng dearer, 
but all the reft muft rife in proportion. In this 
fitoation, there js no profit td be made upon any 
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of them. If this equilibrium between the awicies 
of comhacrce be removed, d>e confumption of the 
advanced article will decreafc i and, if it decreale, 
the. price fall cotirfe, and tlie dearnefs will 
have been only tr-anfient. 

. The merchant can lio more take the duty upon 
him, than the confumcr. lie may, indeed, ad- 
vance it once or twice j but if he cannot make a 
natural and necelfary profit upon the commodities 
Jb taxed, he will foon dilcontimle that branch of 
trade. - To hope that competition will force him 
to take the payment of the duty out of his pror 
fits, is to luppofe that they were exorbitant s and 
that die cbinpetition, which was then infufficient, 
will become more confidcrable when the profits arc 
lefs. If, on the other hand, things were as they 
ought to be, and the profits no more than nccef- 
fary, it is fuppofing that the competition will fubr 
fift, though the profits that gave rife to it fubfift 
no longer. We muft admit thefe abfurdities, or 
allow that it is the planter in the iflands who pays 
the duty, whether it be leyiied from' the firfi:, fecond, 
or hundredth hapd; 

Far from thus burdening the cultivation of 
the colonies with taxes, it ought to be encouraged 
by liberalities } fince by the ftate of reftraint in 
which trade is Jkept, thefe liberalities, with all 
the advantages arifing from them, mull necclTarily 
return to the mother-country. 

If the fituation of a ftaie, that is in arfears on 
account of loflfes or mifinanagement, will not ad- 
mit of Ubcralit1es> or cafing the fubjcfls of. their 
burdens, the, payment of the taxes in the eolonics 

thcmfelvcs 
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tl&lttfclvcs might, be fijppfeffe<^, and "die ® ^ 

produce of them levied at home. Thi$ ivotiM be Ci.— 
the next beft fyftem that could be puriflied, and 
would be equally agreeable to the Old and Ncioir 
world. 

Nothing is fo pleafing to an American, ^ to 
remove from his fight every thing that denotes his 
dependence. ' Wearied with the impotiuhities of 
colleftors, he abhors ftanding taxes, and dreatk 
the increafe of them. Me iii vain fcelcs for that 
liberty which he thought to have found at the 
diftance of two thoufand leases from £un^. 

He difdains a yoke which pUrfucs him through 
the ftorms of the ocean. Difeontented, ahd in- 
wardly repining at the reftraint he ftSI feds, he 
thinks with indignation on his native country? 
which, under the name of mother. Calls for his 
blood, inftead of feeding him. Remove ibe imago 
of his chains from his fight ? let his riches pay 
their tribute to the mother-country only at land- 
ing there, and he will fancy hirnklf free and pri- 
vileged j though at the lame time, by lowering 
the value of his own commodities, and enhancing 
the price of thofc that come from Rurope, hei in 
fa<ft, ultimately bears the load of a tax of which he 
is ignorant. 

NAvicATORS^ill alfo find an advantage in pay- 
ing duty only upon goods that have reachcil the 
place of their deftination in their full value aiid 
without any rifque, and will reftore the capital of 
their ftock alopg with the profits. iTiey will hot 
then have the mortification of having purchafed pf 
thp prince the very hazards bf Ihipwreck, and of 

3 4 lofing 
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* lofihg a cargo for 'which they had paW duty at 

cnibaricihg. Theit (hips, dh the conthiiy, will 
bring back, in merchandife, 'the airiount of the 
dtit^j 4M fhfc prbduftioffs bbihg advanced in value 
about twenty-one per cent, by exportation, the 
dhty will hardly be felt, 

LksTivi die cbhfumer hiriifelf ;WiU 
by it ; ‘betaufe the colohift and the merchant can- 
nbt beriefit l)y any regulatioh, of which in time 
the -ebniumer wBl tiot dcpVriehce the good effefts, 
All the laxeis will ho^iboher be reduced to a fingle 
one, but trai& ^iUbfe flogged with fewer forma- 
lities,' '4dfr-& delays, fewer charges, and confe- 
iqtfeiitty the Cbmmbdi’tics can be fold at a more 
feaforiStble rate, 

the fiatc Itfelf 'might find a confiderable 
political advantage in this. By this new arrange- 
ment, there would be a country, apparently exempt 
froin all taxes, and erijoiying abfoiute liberty. Such 
an event wbiild be the moire rcrtiailcabk, at a time 
"V^heri the Engliih colonies grban under the burden . 
of Trelh taxes. The contraft would aggravate 
their fufferings ; their murmurs and iheir audacity 
Would know no bounds ; they would learn to place 
fbrhe confidence in a goyernthent which they have 
hitherto accufed of being tyrannical j and in cafe 
of , a revolt in Nbrth-Anfierica, that vaft region 
would be iefs afKiid of puttifig itfclf under the pro- 
tection of 'Fifence. ' 

This fy^m'of ihoderatibnj Which every thing 
feems to point OUt’as the fitteft, will be Ckfily in- 
troduced. All the productions of^the iflands are 
fubjed, at their entry into the kingdom, to a duty 
j * known 
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kn8'e«ft> by thfe wanrie of Domifit i^OecMei^, hr 
weftern dotnam, wbibhis Iked at thite aiili a<lii^ 
percent, by'cwb fols * Iklt, t’be <klue -^of 
thefe produ^tioiis, which Is tkc’rtile fot iheffW^- 
ment of the duty, is tfewfniued in i^c tswiidts’df 
January and July, It is fissed at 'CWediy, '6!r 
and weniy.js^ belpw the Itife 

weftern office aliows, bdides, a tnorc ccajfider- 
able tare than the feller in trade dotes, ^dd W 
this duty that which the teoftniiodities J)ay'k: the 
cuftoin-hbules Of the colbnites, Whidi i)>tbdtiCte$ 
nearly the fame, and thofc that are j*aid in the in- 
land parts of the iflands } and we awsM have the 
whole of the revenue which the IgOvemment draws ■ 
from the fettlenftents in Aniefica. 

Ir this fund were confounded With the other re- 
\'snues of the ftate, we might iJe appirehtenfive that 
it was not applied to- its deftirtatiOn, which ftimiid 
be folely the protection of the iflands. The tm-» 
forefeen exigences of the royal trcafury Would in- 
fallibly divert it into another channel. Thekarc 
fome moments when the crirical flare of thfedifisalc 
will not admit of calculating the inccmvehiences of 
the remedy. The moft urgent necelfity cngrolTeis 
all the attention. Nothing then is fccured from 
the hand of arbitrary power, urged by the wants 
pf the |n-efenc moment. The miniftry is continually 
drawing out of ihc treafury, under the ddu five 
hopes of replacing in a fhort time what they Hive 
received ; but the execution of this dcflgn is per- 
Ipetuiafly rtetarded by frelh demands. 

• A' penny, 
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* xm ^ Henci it i^pearsj that it would be highly'he- 
ceflary, that the chcft, dcftined for the duties on the 
produftions of the colonies, Ihould be kept wholly 
feparate from that dedined to receive the revenues 
of the ^gdom.. The fums de{»>0ted there, as in 
truft, would always be ready to anfwer the dennands 
of dtoie fetdatients. The colonift who always has 
flock tt>' fond over to Europe, would gladly give it 
flu* billa of exchange, when he was once afTured 
that they woukJ meet with no delays or difficul- 
ties in the payment, of them.* This kind of bank 
would foon create anoiffier means of c<Momunica- 
tion between the mother-country and the iflands ; 
the court would be better acquainted with the 
ftatc of its affairs in thele diftant countries, and 
would recover the credit it has long fince loft j but 
which is of the utmoft confequence, clpecially in 
time now put an end to our 

difeuffions on taxes, a«d cpnlider the regulations 
refpofting the 

ii Ae mi- The French iflands, like thofe of other nations, 
legulaied in had no regular troops at firft. The adventurers, 
who had conquered th^, looked upon the right 
of defending themfelves as a privilege j and the 
defeendents of thofe intrepid men thought them- 
Jfelvcs fufficientiy ftfong to guard their own pof- 
fllBons. They had nothing* indeed, to do but to 
repuife a few veflels, which landed fome iailors and 
lbldiersi“ ^ pndifci;^ined as themfelves, 

The filuatioh of affairs has, indeed, undergone 
an alteration. As thde fetdements became more 
confiderable, it was to be cxpeifted diat they would*, 
fooncr or later, be attack^ by numerous E«ro- 
, pt'an 
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jp«an,flects and armies } and this made it aece^arjr * ^ 
to fend them ocher defeodei%. The has u«rv4ii* 
Ihewn the infufficiency of a few featured 
lions, to oppofe the land and lea forces of Eng- 
land. The colontd;s themfelves have been con- 
vinced that their own efforts could never prevent 
a revolution $ and fearing that a fruklefa rdlAanGe 
would only exafperate a vi^fious enemy, they 
were more inclined to capimlate thaoi to fight. 

Having become political calculators, their weak- 
nefs nrade them fenfibfe that they were unfit for 
military operations, and they have c(mtributed their 
money in order to be difeharged from a fervicc, 
which, though glorious in its princi{fie} had, dege- 
nerated into a .burdenfomc fervitude* The mi- 
litia was fupprefied in 1764. 

This aft of compliance has been applauded by 
diofe who only confidered this inftitutibii as the 
means of prderving the colonies from all' foreign 
invafions. They very fenfibly imagined, that it 
was unreafonable to require that mien, who were 
grown old undw the hardfhips of a fcoipclmg cli- 
mate, in order to raife a large fortune, ihould ex- ‘ 
pofe themfclvca to the fame dangers as thofe 
poor viftims of our ambition, who are 
hazarding their lives for five-pence a day. StSch 
a facrifice has appeared to them too unreafbnatfie 
to expeft: it ihould be complied with 5 and themi- 
niftiy, "who law the impropriety^ of keeping up 
fuch avainand burdenfomc feirvke, and therefore 
discontinued it, have been commended* * 

T HOSE who are better acquainted withidie Annc- 
|acan fettlemcnts^ have not judged fb favourably pf 

this 
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• this innovation.. The tnilim, % they, isneesf- 
.* fary to |»referve the interior police of the iflands ; 
, to proirent the ftH^olt of the i to check the 
. incarfions, of the fugitive negtoesj to hinder the 
-handitti from affembling in troops j to pfoteCt the 
il»IU(rjgadion 4 ong the coafts> and to ke^p ofF the 
«if the inhabitants jure not embodied j 
4 f !th^ -hove .ncithtar oomraanders -.nor ftandards, 
.-which of them will march to jhc aififtance of his 
neighbours ? ThCne is no one to warn him of His 
• danger, no-one to' command him ; land that har- 
tnony and uniformity of at^ion, without which no- 
thing can be caftied on with, propriety, will totally 
be intempted. 

Thsse reflciStjons, which, though ilrikirtg and 
natural, had at firft efcaped the court of Verlhilles, 

. have Icon .produced an alteration in their conduft. 
They reftored 4 ie militia with greater expedition 
than they had aboUlhed it. As early the year 
1766, the Windward iflands fiibmitted to it with- 
out any great refiftance, though an oppofition 
. might have been expected from the continuance of 
. the new taxes, when their objed 00 longer fub- 
■fifked. St. Domingo warmly expoftulated againft 
this abufe of an authority, .which was too hafty 
’SUid too iflconftant in the meahires if adopted, not 
tp, excite murmurings. 

' lAp^ruosoeHiQAi, adminiftrator, *who was wir- 
ncfii;to'ihe oppohtion which the rc-eftablifhment 
of a forced militia met with from the inhabitants 
of St. l>bfmn^,,ptopofdl tomake it voluntary. 
He made no doubt but that the pr^pcf^ of glory 
•t)r fortiiU^ '\toi|ild have iiulucicd half the;c 4 ony, 

whofe 



^ofev£xatnpfe would have indtieaced the othesr^ 
half, tolbUcit ias an honour what they ^hontd wv-.j ' 
as a yoke. But this exp^enc^ ingoaeioua k 
was, and elFetftual as it might have been, wasim«> 
proper, becaule it would have aSeded diat tini» 
formity which ought to Hibltk between ifiandis tfiae- 
are under the fame goverotneitt. Such adiflSfidioii ■ 
would- have laid the foundation of jeafoufies and 
divifions j which wouldi fooncr or later, have 
proved fatal to the colonies, if not to die mother^ 
country itfelf. 

Without any of thele political ardflces, the 
people of St. Domingo have refuraed the military 
fervice. Indeed, it has been with averfion and ire- 
lodance, founded upon grievances which cannot 
be too foon rcdrcflcd. It is well known, chat a 
militia is a great reftraint upon' civil Kbertyj which 
they are more jealous of in the colonies than we ar© 
in Europe, where authority univerfally prevails. 

It expofes the citizen to numberie^ Vexations. The 
evils it has occafioned have excited a deteftaltion 
for tills kind of fervitude, which none but tyrants 
or Haves can be fuVprifed at. It is ne.cefiary, if 
poflible, to eradicate the imprefl^ions of the paft, 
and remove all miflruft for the futiu’e. The con- 
dcfcenfion and moderation of government muft ^ut 
an end to the apprehenfions of the cobnies, by 
making all thofo alterations in the forts of the 
militia, which are confiftent with its objcd f Which 
is, to maintain public order and fafety. The wd- 
iare of the people is the great end of all auduirity. 

If the actions of the fovereign do not terid to this 
end, his exilkince will be mppoited only by tii« 

‘alliftance 
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affiftance of moneyi or the fanftion of old rc^rordsy 
which time will deftroy, or poftcricy defpife. In 
vain does h^tery raifc numberlels and magnificent 
monuments to princes; the hand of man erects 
them, but it is , the heart that confecrates them, 
and affe^iion that renders them immortal. With- 
out this, public trophies are only a proof of the 
meannefs of the people, not of the greatnefs of the 
ruler. There is one iftatue in Paris, the fight of 
which makes every heart exult with fentiments of 
affeftion. Every eye is turned with complacency 
towards this image of paternal and popular good- 
nefs. The tears of the diftrefied filently call upon 
it under the hardlhips of oppreflion. Men fecrctly 
blefs the hero it immortalizes. All voices unite to 
celebrate his memory after two centuries are clapfed. 
His name is in veneration to the uttermoft parts of 
America. In every heart he protefts againft the 
abufes of authority ; he declares againft the ufurpa- 
tions of the rights of the people > ^e promifes the 
fubje^ts the redrds of their grievances, and an 
ihereafc of prolperity; and demands both of tlte 
miniftry. 

It is fcarce credible, that a law, feemingly dic- 
tated by nature ; a law which ocruns inftantly to 
evdry juft and good man j which leaves no doubt 
in the mind as to its reeftinide and utility ; it is fcarce 
credible; thiat fuch a law (hould fometimes be pre- 
judicial to the prefervation of fociety, ftop the pro- 
grefs of colonics, divert them from the end of their 
deftination, and gratlually pave the way to their 
ruin. Strange as it may feem, this law is no other 
than the equal divifion of eftates among children 
S or 
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— 6rco-|ieirs. This law, fo confonant to natore* “ 

Ihould be abolilhed in America. 

This divifion was necelTaiy at the firft formation 
of colonies. Immenfe trafts of lands were to be 
cleared. This could not be done without^people j: 
nor could men who had quitted their own countrf 
for want, be any otherwife fixed in thofe diftant 
and defcrt regions, than by affigning them a pro- 
perty. Had the gorernment rcfufed to grant them 
lands, they would have wandered aboOt from one 
place to another j they would have begun to efta- 
blifli various fettlements, and have had the difap- 
pointment to find, that none of them would; attain 
to that degree of profperity as to become ufefbl to 
the mother-country. 

But fince inheritances, too extenfive at firfi:, 
have in procefs of time been reiJuced by a feries df 
fncccifions, and by the fub-divifibns of lhares, to 
fuch a compafs as renders them fit to facilitate cul- 
tivation } fince they have been fo limited as not to 
lie fallow for want of hands proportionable to their 
extent, a further divifion of lands would again re- 
duce them to nothing. In Europe, an oblcure 
man who has but a few acres of land, will make 
that little efiate more advantageous to him in pro- 
portion, than an opulent man will the immenfe 
property he is poffelied of, either by inheriunce 
or chance. In America, the nature of the pro- 
duiSions, which are very valuable ; the uncertainty 
of the crops, wMch are but few in their kind i 
the quantity of flaves, of cattle, of utenfils necef- 
fary for a plantation; all this requires a large 
ftock, which they have not in feme, and will foon 

want 
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^J1 tlp^ <:q}(3fi^. if fjbe ar^ pafce4e4 

out and divided more /more by Hereditai'y fijQ- 
ceflipns. 

If a father; leaves ^ of 3^o>ooo livres * a 
year, an4 this eftate is equ.aUy divided bet\yeen 
three children, they will. aJl be r,ume4 if tbey make 
threa diftinft plaiitations i the pne^ besaufis he 
been made to pay t<ao much for the bujJdjipgs, and 
becaufc he has top few negroes^ abd tPP Uttle Igpd 
in proportion i t^e other two, becaufe they mpft 
build before they cap begin upon the cufm.re of 
their land, Theyyrill all b,e equally rijined, if the 
whole pkntation rempins in the hands of ope of the 
three. In, a country where a ci-editor is in a worfe 
ftate than any other man, eftates have rilfen to an 
immoderate value. The pofleflbr of the wliole 
will be very fortunate if he is obliged to pay no 
more for intereft than the net produce of the plan- 
tation. Now, as the primary law of our natpre is 
the procuring of fubfiftence, he will begin by pro- 
curing that without paying his debts. Thefc will 
accumulate, and he will foon become inlblvent, 
and the cOnfofion confequent upop fuqh a fituation 
wjill end in the ruin of the whole family, 

Ti^e only vay to remedy thefe diforders, is to 
abpji^ the^pality of the diviApn of land. In 
t|iis epl?ghiened age, gpyemfWjent fhopld fee fhe 
necelfety of lettLng^ the colonies -be more flocked 
with, things than with men. The wii^m of the 
legiflature wdi, dq^tilJkfs, find out fpngie ewpen- 
fation for thofplt has mjurcth.and in fpine mea-f 
fure facnficcd P welfare of the cojiumpniiy. 

‘ -'r 

They 
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“-They^ought to be placed upon frelhlandsj and to 
fubfift by their own labour. This is the only way 
to maintain this fort of men ; and their induftry 
would opeil a frefh fource of wealth to the ftate. 

At the' conclufion of the peace, a favourable 
opportunity offered itfclf for making the prppofed 
alteration in St. Lucia and Guiana. The French 
ought not to have neglected this opportunity, per- 
haps the only one that will offer to repeal the law 
relating to the divifions of eftates, by diftributing 
to thofe whofe expedations they had fruftrated,fuch 
lands as they intended to cultivate j and by giving 
them thofe confiderable fumsthathave been expend- 
ed to no purpofe, as the neceffary advance for carry- 
ing on the cultivation. Men inured to the climate, 
acquainted with the only kind of culture that could 
poffibly be thought of, encouraged by the ex- ' 
ample, affiftance, and advice of their own fimilies, 
and aided by the flaves with which government 
would have fupplied them, were much fitter for 
this purpofe than a fet of profligate men, colled^ 
from the refufe of Europe, and were much more 
likely to raife the .. w colonies to that pitch of 
wealth and profperit/ which might be expefted. 
Unfortunately we were not aware, that the firll co- 
lonies in America muft have increafed by flow de- 
grees and of.themfelves, with the lofs of a gre'at 
many mens or by extraordinary exertions df 
bravery and patience, becaufc'they had no Cb’itipe- 
kition to fupport j but that the fucceeding fettle- 
ments could only be formed by the natural means 
of pbpulation, as an old fwarm begets a hew one. 
The overflowings of pc^^ation ih one ifland muft 
Yot.IV. T fpread 
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® fpread into another ; and the luperfluities of a ric- 

*— V— ^ colony fiirnifli neceflaries to an infant fettlement. 
This is the natural order which good policy points 
out to maritime and commercial powers. All other 
methods are irrational and deftruftive. Though 
the court of Verfailles has overlooked this plain 
principle, productive of fo much good ; this is no 
realbn wliy they Ihould reje6t the propofal of put- 
ting a flop to the further divifion of lands. If 
the neccffity of fuch a law be evident, it muft be 
enacted, though the prefent time be lefs favour- 
able than that which has been neglected. When 
the plantations arc reftored to their ftate of pro- 
fperity, by tine fuppreffion of that divifion of land, 
which precludes every means of improvement, the 
planters may then be compelled to clear them- 
felves of the debts with which their plantations 
are now oppreffed. 

IT f'lc Tiis French iflands, like all others in America, 
can only be^Cultivated by blacks. The climate lays 
IhJ^French luidcr z ncccOity of purchafing labourers, 

llaidoun" To procure them, they mull have capitals ; and 
. OH.J the lirft inhabitants had none. They raifed them 
by trade, v/iiich therefore gave thefe valuable fet- 
tlements their llrft cxiftence. This kind of aflift- 
Ance, which, perhaps, has been lince too eafily 
^granted, has involved them. in debts, which have 
incrcafed as they have proceeded in clearing a 
greater extent of land. 

Thk equality of partition between the feveral 
heirs, has raifed up creditoi'S within the colonies, 
as there were already without. As the colonies 
.grew richer, their credit incrcafed in proportion to 

• the 
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tKe divifions. When the popula- 

tion increaied to fuch a degree, that the number 
of colonifts exceeded that of plantations, the fu- 
perduous numbers then remaining unemployed be- 
came creditors to eftates they did not occupy, and 
were therefore not only ufelefs, but even burden- 
fome to cultivation. We have juft pointed out a 
method of preventing entirely the neceflity of this 
credit within the iflands 5 but in what manner lhall 
the debts contracted abroad be difchargcd ? 

We are told that the planters Ihould ipend but 
a part of their income, and referve the reft for 
the fulfilling of their engagements. But it is not 
conlidered that thofe who could afford to make 
thcfe favings, are the people who are not in 
debt ; whereas the debtors have’ fuch a fcanty in- 
come, that they cannot poflibly lave any thing. 
Belides, nothing would be more unrealbnable than 
to introduce this lyftem of ceconomy into the co- 
lonies. As the value of theit produce is entirely 
owing to exchange, and as in this cafe the ex- 
change would be in a manner annihilated, becaufe 
it would be confined to cheap articles of mere 
neceflity } the Americans would either be obliged 
to raife but few of their own commodities, or to 
fell them for a trifle. Should the mother-country 
be willing to make up in money the deficiencies 
in the fale of their merchandile, then all the gold 
that is drawn from one part of America would re- 
turn to the other. There is a power, known by 
the lliperiority of its naval force, which, after ten 
years of fuch a trade, Would be lure of finding 
in thcfe iflands a compenfation for any war it might 
T a undcrtalce; 
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K- undertake ; and it would be highly impolitic for 
France to invite that power to attack her fettle- 
ments abroad. 

Traders are no lefs interefted than the go- 
vernment in the perpetuity of debts. The colonies 
were firft cftablilhed upon credit. When the 
firft cultivators had cleared themfclves, the loan 
has been renewed to their fucceflbrsi and the 
prefent poifelfors ftill enjoy the fame benefit. If 
they were compelled to pay off this loan, it might 
foon be done, but culture would fuffer by it ; and 
though it might not, pofllbly, degenerate, yet it 
w'ouldbe deprived of the firCt-fruits of virgin lands, 
which are always moft fertile. T raders would then 
find fewer commodities to buy in the iflands i they 
would have lefs demand for Haves, utenfils, and 
all other articles neceffary for new fettlements, and 
which arc almoil: as confiderable as thofe which 
arc rcquifite for the wants or luxury of the plan • 
Nations, already formed. In procefs of time their 
tranfadlions would be ftill more reduced. It is 
well known how reluctantly they fee the rich j)lan- 
ter accuftom himfelf to fend his own produftions to- 
Europe, to draw the articles of his own confump- 
tion from thence, and reduce his agents to the bare 
profits of conuniflion. If that dependence whicii 
is a necefiaiy confequence of debts, fhould ceale, 
it would no longer be a few planters, but the 
whole colony, that would make their own pur- 
chafes and Tales in the mother-country : they would 
all become traders, and even would foon have no- 
competitors j becaufe they alone would be ac- 
quainted with the meafure of their own wants. 

4 Credit 
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CREDIT therefore is evidently the balls of ® * 

tifeful conneftions between the merchants of ' — 
France and her colonies} and to reftore their ftock, 
would be in effect to deprive them of their profits. 
Unreafonably have they complained for thefe forty 
years paft, that they are ablblutely ruined by the 
delays they experience in the payments} the for- 
tunes that have been made in the ports of France, 
by their intercourfe with the iflands, are a proof 
of the injuftice of thefe complaints. 

Political utility, or even the neceffity of the 
colony’s being in debt to the mother-country, can, 
however, by no means cancel the obligation every 
private man is under to fulfil his engagements. 

Though evil may be theefFcft, frequently even the 
caufe of good } yet the man who commits it cannot on 
that account be juftified or eixeufed. It isamatterof 
indifference to the ftate, whether a certain mafs of 
wealth is in fuch or fuch hands} but it can never 
be conducive to the public welfare that any man 
fhould think himfelf at liberty not to pay his debts. 

The treafury itfclf, if it is under any engagements, 
mufl: clear itfelf confiftently with the principles of 
juftice. A public bankruptcy of the ftate is infa- 
mous } ftill more prejudicial to the morals of fo- 
ciety than to the fortunes of individuals. A time 
will come, when all thefe iniquities fhall be fum- 
moned before the tribunal of nations, and when 
the power which has committed them ihall be 
judged by itsviitims. The debtsof America, there- 
fore, ought to be paid ; but it muft be done im- 
perceptibly, and not by fudden or violent mcafures. 

While the old debts are paying off, new ones will 

T 3 be 
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® xiu ^ contra^led^ which will perpetuate, as it wcrcj, 

Sr-y-rr--^ that chain of d^endence that ^inks the fortunes of 
Europe with thofe of the colonics. It is by judi- 
cial means that the creditors of the trade of the 
iflands are to be fatisfied. True juftice is ever 
uniform in itfclf; its favours and punilhments are 
equally fhewn to alJ, Jf the execution of it i§ 
committed to the arbitrary will of thofe who go- 
vern, as it has hitherto been in the colonies, it 
necelTarily degenerates into tyranpy. It is oftepr 
times a hardHiip uppn debtors, who are compelled 
to break the moft facred engagements, in order 
to fulfil the moft trifling, and to facrifice part of 
their income, and fometjmes of their ftock, by 
fales made at an improper fcafon, and without any 
of the proper forms. It is often unjuft for the 
creditors themfelves. It is neithtr the oldeft, nor 
he thi],c has moft right, nor yet he that wants it 
moft, who is firft paid: it is the moft powerful, 
the belt patronized^ the moft active, the moft vio- 
lent i whereas the law only ought to decide. 

That law which, in the colonies, allows of the 
adfcual leisure of the plantations, is imprad'ticable. 
A proof of it IS, that no man has ever yet had 
rccourfe to it, though there have always been dif- 
honeft debtors in the iflands, and clamorous cre- 
ditors, who would not have ncgledcd this mode of 
recovery if it could have been purfued with fuc- 
cefs. 

The method -of perfonal feizure, which fome 
have propofed to fubftitute to tlie feizure of goods 
and chattels, v/ould not be more eSecIual. It would 
be no eafy iuntter to arreft a planter furroundpd 
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with a multitude of (laves, upon a plantation ftand- ® ° ^ 

ing by itfelf. His imprifonment would prove as 
ruinous to his creditors as to himfelf. His negrbeis 
would grow riotous in his abfcnce j they would , 
ceafetowork, but go and plunderthe neighbouring 
plantations. But mi^t not the negroes of a debtor 
be feized and fold ? Then the (laves who (hould 
ccafe to work upon one plantation would be em- 
ployed upon another, and the colony not injured. ' 

This expedient is only a fpecious one, and we 
muft know but little of the charaifier of the ne- 
groes to truft to' it. They arc a kind of machines 
not eafily wound up, and not to .be removed with 
fafety to a frefti mannfafture. A change of place, 
of mafter, of method, of employment, requires 
the contrafting of frelh habits, and fuch an exer- 
tion as thefe wretched creatures are hardly capable 
of, who are already miferable under the neceffiiy 
of hard labour, ill-adapted to theif voluptuous dif- 
pofition. They cannot live without their miltrelTes 
and their children, which are their deareft comfprts, 
and the only thing that makes them endure life. 

Sejjarated from this only confolation to men in 
afilidion, they pine away and licken, and frequent- 
ly defert, or at lead they work but with reiuiftance 
and carcleflhefs. 

Besides, it would be no eafy matter to feize 
upon thefe blacks. Fifty, a hundred, or two hun- 
dred (laves would not tamely fulFcr themfeives to 
be thrown in chains by a few bailiffs; and they 
would loon difperfc, if any attempt (hould be made 
to enter the plantation by force. If one Ihould en- 
deavour to feize them in the towns where they go 

T 4 to 
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* tm * SOO‘l’?i ^y wowH foon keep away, 

V' ny p - f and a icarcicy of prpvificms would be the confe- 

quence of almoft univerfaj defertion. 

Suppose all thefe difliculLties could be reir»oved, 

• this expedient would, ftill be improper, fiecaufe, in 
fccuring the payment of one creditor, it would 
win many others. The fraalfeftfugar plantations 
employ fixtyor feventy Haves upon the beft lands, 
and fourfeore or a iiundred where the ground is 
but indifferent. The number cannot, be leffencd 
without putting a ftop to the tillage. The feizing 
of fifteen or twelve blacks is enou^ to ruin a 
plantation, arid to ydeftroy an important culture, to, 
make a capital of fifty o^.' one hundred thoufand 
prowns* become ufclcfs, and a fkilful planter quite 
infolvent. It will be faid, perhaps, that the owner 
being forced to fell, the purchal'er would reinftatc 
the plantation } but it is well known that there are 
nofuch monied men on theiflands as to pay ready 
money j that all purchafes are made upon a very 
long credit, and even with a tacit expeclation of 
obtaining further delays. Take away this credit, 
and there wiU not be a .. fingle purchafer to be 
found. 

i No planter furely would be fo rafh to venture 
upon a confiderable undertaking with a profpeft 
of certain ruin, unld's fortune and the elements 
Ihould favour his endeavours, fo as to make good 
his engagements to a day. The dread of want and 
infamy i^ill become general, apd then there will 
be no more borrowing, no more bufinefs, ho more, 
circulation, no more aflivity. , Credit will be dc- 

f From abo^it 7,009!, td npwards of 15,000 K 

ftroyed 
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ftroyed by the very fyftem th^t mpai^t te rc- 
llorc it. Thefe are no itnagiiiaiy fears $ ^hey arc 
but too well juftified by the deplorable events of 
the year i'75o. At that memorable and unfortu- 
nate period for St. Domingo, a permiflion was ex'* 
touted from the government to feize the negroes 
for the planter’s , debts. The firft executions of 
this kind, though unfuccefsful, fpread terror and 
confternation throughout the colony. The confu- 
fion was inconceivable, and all was tending to 
ruin. The merchants who had Iblicited this odious 
and feverc law, thought themfelves very happy 
that they could obtain the repeal of it. 

No expedient therefore has been found out for 
the fccurity of creditors, but what is prejudicial 
to the profperity of the colonies, and confequently 
to that of the monarchy. Yet the fecret Iprings 
of politics muft certainly afford Ibme means to re- 
concile the interefts of individuals with thofe of 
the public ; and it is the bufinefs of ftatefmen to 
difeover them. This law of equity will be ap- 
proved, even by thofe who are fufferers from it, 
if it is introduced by reafonable methods, the only 
ones, perhaps, that fliould be employed with civi- 
lized men, at leaft theeafieftand the fafeft. A 
planter, enlightened by public information, will be 
fcnfible that the facility of hot paying becomes 
burdenlbme to him from the impoffibility of find- 
ing credit but upon fuch terms as will balance the 
rifque of lending. Whether he fecks it tq in'!; 
creafe or to preferve his flock, he will obtain none 
but to his ruin. His fituation is the fame as that 
of minors, who can never barrow but upon hard 

terms 
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B o o, j: tertns, of ufurers accuftomdi to indemnify them- 
1 ^ felYcs beforehand for the delays and for the ha- 
zards they rnn. 

But if the planter is not to be brought to a 
fenfe of his duty by motives of intereftj if it is 
dangerous. to have recourfe to compulfive methods 
to oblige him to fulfil his engagements, why Ihould 
not the legi nature attempt what may be done upon 
the principle of honour, which is a moft powerful 
motive in monarchies, as it is the ground-work 
and fpring of their conftitution . Is not opinion as 
coercive as force ? Stamp but a mark of infamy 
upon the fraudulent debtor, declare that he has 
forfeited all the diftinftions he enjoyed, render him 
incapable of ever cxcrcifing any public office, and 
vre need not apprehend that he vdll fport with a 
law of this kind. But then the tribunals of juftice 
muft in this refpe<fi: be thofe of honour. I-et the 
defaulter be tried and condemned with the feveral 
forms which make all other laws facred . The moft 
rapacious of men, and efpecially the American 
planters, facrifice a parr of their lives to hard la- 
bour, with no other view than to enjoy their for- 
tune, But there is no enjoyment for a man who is 
branded with infamy. Obferve only howpunftu- 
ally all debts of honour are paid. It is not an ex- 
cefs of delicacy, it is not the love of juftice, that 
brings back the ruined gamefter within four and 
twenty hours to the feet of his crediror, wlio, per- 
haps, is no better than a fharper. It is the fenfe 
of honour i it is the dread of being excluded from 
fociety. The moft inrerefted man aims at enjoy- 
ment, and none cah be obtained without ho- 
nour. 


Bur 
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But in what age, at what period, do we Ii'erc * 
invoke the facred name of honour ? Should not w-v— ^ 
the government fee the example of that jufticc, 
the praftice of which it means to inculcate ? Is it 
poffible that public opinion fhould difgrace indi- 
viduals for actions which the ftate openly commits ? 

When infamy has infmuated itfcif into families, in- 
to great houfes, into the higheft places, even in- 
to the camp and the fanfluary, can there be any 
fenfe of lhame remaining? What man will hence- 
forth be jealous of his honour, while tbofe who 
are called men of honopr,, know of no other than 
that of being rich to get places, orof getting places 
to grow rich j when a man muft cringe in order to 
rife } pleafe the great and the women to ferye the 
ftate ; and when the art of being agreeable imr 
plies at leaft an indifferenvc: for every virtue? Shall 
honour, which feems to be banilhed fibom ibme 
parts of Europe, take refuge in America? Why 
Ihould this be defpaired of before it has been 
tried ? If the experiment fhould not anfwcr, the 
debtors who fhould refufe to pay their debts, 
fliould be treated in the French iflands, as they 
arc in thole that are fubjecl to England and Hol- 
land. The three nations have alike concentrated 
the connedions of their American fettlements in 
the mother-country. 

All the colonies have. not had the fame origin, 

- . 1 mother- 

Some took their nfe from the reftlels fpirit of fonoe' country, in 
tribes of barbarians, who have long wandered thTaund® 
through defert countries, fixed themfelves at laft, 
ftom mere wearinefs, in any one where they might fphwfcif 
form a nation. Others, driven out of their own 

. . fecured 

' territory «Jtportatioit 

of them ? 
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® XI® ^ territory by fome poiycrful enemy, or allured by 

V— v-nj chance to a better climate than their own, have re- 
moved thither, and lhared the lands with the na- 
tives, An excefs of population, an abhorrence for 
tyranny, factions and revolutions have induced 
other citizens to quit their native country, and to 
go and build new cities in foreign climes. The 
fpirit of conqueft made fome foldiers fettle in the 
countries they had Itibducd, to fecurc the property 
of them to themfelves. None of thefe colonies 
were firft formed'with a view to trade. Even thofe 
that were founded by Tyre, Carthage, and Mar- 
■feilles, which were all commercial republics, were 
only meant for neceffary retreats upon barbarous 
coafts, and for marts, where^fhips that were come 
from different ports, and tired with a long voyage, 
reciprocally made their exchanges. 

The conqueft of America gave the firft idea of 
a new kind of fettlement, the bafis of which is 
agriculture. The governments that founded thofe 
colonies, chofe that fuch of their fubjefts as they 
fent thither, ftiould not have it in their power to 
confume any thing but what they drew from the 
Inother-country, or to fell the produce of their 
lands to any other ftate. This double obligation 
has appeared to all nations to be confonant to 
the law of nature, independent of all conventions, 
and felfncvidenf. They have not looked upon an 
exclunve intercourfe with their own colonies as 
an immoderate compenfation for the expcnces of 
. fettling and preferring them. This has con- 
ftahtly been the fyftcin of Europe relative to 
America, 


France 
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Francs had never yet departed from \% when 
a man of genius, remarkable for the extent af his 
idep, and the energy of his expreflions, attaempted 
to mitigate the feverity of tliis principle. He fug- 
gefted, that to allow the colonies to receive fuch 
foreign goods as cannot be had from France, with 
eafe, and at a moderate price, would be a mode of 
increafing tiieir profperity j which muft Iboner or 
later flow back to the original country, to which 
they would fend more commodities, and afford a 
quicker falc for their produce. This opinion fpread 
an univerfal alarm in all the ports of the kingdom^ 
They exclaimed that this competition was an in- 
fringement of the moft facred rights of the ftate, 
and would abforb the principal fources of its 
wealth. 

This circumftance has be.en the fubjeft of much 
altercation 5 but it has not been confldered in its 
moft important light. The difputants, and the 
public by whom they were judged, attending only 
to the interefts of culture and commerce, loft 
fight of the grand political obje<ft, which, is the 
prefervation of the colonies. The truth is, that 
we fliould run the rifque of lofing them, if foreign 
Ihips were admitted into their harbours. 

Above a century ago, England laid the founda- 
tions of an immenfe empire in the vaft wilds of 
North America, which advanced but flowly at firft, 
but now makes a daily rapid progrefs. Its {lOwer, 
long checked by an enemy ever upon the watch, 
and ever ready to attack its back-fcttlements, has 
nothbg now that can reiftrain it, fince the acquifi- 
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® *“ tion of Canada and of the rtfdft valuable part ot 

Louifiana. The Englifla, freed by thele ccnquefts 
from aU uneafihefs oh the fide of the continent, 
tnay, one time or othefj, be tempted to turn their 
ambitious view towards the neighbouring iflands. 
Even now,, nothing is wahting to them to purfue 
the courfe of their profperities, but a population 
adequate to the extent of their territory. Among 
the caufes which may' promote this population, 
none would be more likely to haften it, than a coii- 
ftant intercourfe with the French colonies j which, 
being deficient in the very articles that North 
America can fupply, would, by purchafing their 
produftions, enable them to rail'e more, and to 
augment their ftrength. No doubt the court of 
Vprfailles is too well informed, to facrifice the 
fafety of the iflands to the accfcffary advantage that 
might accirtk; from a free trade for a few trifling 
obje<5fs. 

But if on the one hand it is incumbent on us 
to cut off from our rivals this road to wealth, and 
of courfctoconquefl:; on the other hand, it is necef- 
fary to take care that our iflandersiKall never want 
a market to difpofe of all theii commodities. The 
colonies fend annually to France, befldes what they 
keep for their own corifumption, a hundred thdu- 
fand hogfheads of molafles and rum, worth about 
five millions of livTfes *, By an ill-judged fclfifli- 
nefs, foe has deprived them and herfeif of this 
benefit, from an apprehehfion of injuring the 
fale' of her own' brandies. The brandies drawn 

'■ * 218,750!. 
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from fugar, always iaferbt W; thaafc-ex^rJji^ * 

from wine, can only be for the ufc, of pc^ 
nations, or of the lovrcr, clafs of peefpk, i« 
the rich ones.. They will never be prfefeire^ 
any but malt fpkits, and thefc are not diftilled ini 
France. There will always be a demand for the 
French brandies, even in the iflands, for the ufe 
of that dais of men Kyho can afford to pay for 
them. The government, therefore, can never too 
foon retradt ib .unjuff and fatal -an error, and 
ought to admit molaffeis and rum into its ports, to 
be confumed there, or Awherever. elfe they may be 
wanted. Nothing would more extend their con- 
fumption than to authorife French navigators to 
carry them dirciflly to the foreign markets. ‘This 
indulgence ought even to be extended to. the 
whole 'produce of the colopies. JitS.an opinion 
that claflies with fo niany interefts at«i fo rnany 
prejudices, may probably be conteffed, it wll be 
proper to effabliih it on dear principleSi' 

The French ill^ds fornllh the mot^r-country; 
with fugars, coffee, cotton, indigo, and odier convr 
modifies, that are partly confumed at home, and 
partly difpofedofin foreign countries, which return 
in exchange cither ;filyer,i or other articles that are 
wanted. Thefe receive from the liwither- 
country deaths, prodfions, and- inftromeijts. of 
hufoapdry. , Such is S|h^ twofold deftipation of the. 
colonieSi In order to fulfil it they muft be richti 
In order to be rich, they muft grow large orop% 
and be able todffpofe of them at beft pricer 
and that this price may be kept up, the fale .of 

them 
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• * them iTRjft he as general «s |x>ffible. To obtain 

this, it muft bc made free< Xn order to 

make it as free as pofliblft,‘it luuft he cteggcd with 
no fbrmalitifcs* no cxpences, Mb labmirSi no need- 
lefs incumbrances. Thefe trdths* which may be 
proved from their clofecomwefcion With each other* 
niuiX determine whether it: is advanfOageoUathid the 
trade of the colonies ihould be fubje^ted to the de- 
lays aiul expences of a in Fr 
These intermediate et^nces imdl neceFarUy 
fall, either updn the conlbmer or tapoij die planter; 
If upon the formcTi hB wiH confnm^ Jefs, beesft^ 
his imns do mt ineresdb k 'prc^iortion to his ex- 
pences} if upon the iaeterj as Ms produce brings 
in iefs, he will be lefs able to make the neeeflhry 
advances ibr the next crop* and of eofirfe his lands 
will yield Ids. The evident progrefs thefe 
deilru^^ve cotde<|t}ena!!S is fo little attended to* 
that pery day we hear people confidently &y, 
that merchandife, befbto his cOftfuftted* itiuftpafs 
through many handi, and undergo many charges, 
both for harfdkraft andcmtlage j and that as thefe 
eharges cm^y and maMtaMa number of perfons, 
they are condudyt to eha f^stpuktloh and llrengdh 
of a ftate. Men aiTO iv blkded by prejudice* to 
not to !&e that if it is adVaalRt%eQUS that commo- 
d«tto$| before «h4y aro eenfbm^* ihould undergo* 
aikolbldeei!^^ i this advantage sHU ftllSi bek-' 
etoa^* to Hfc ‘greater omoidroeht of the miftioni 
if tbk esepento i®io«ld amouirt to foWr, t^ht, 
tWi^, of tMwy timet todH! Then, Mdeeil* all 
dicions mighi bfeak op fhfir highways* ^ up 
* ' their 
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their canals, prohibit the navigation of their ri- ® ^ ® 

vcrs} they might even exclude ajiimals from the t 

labours of the field, and emiploy none but men in 
thefc works, in ordOr to add to the expences that 
precede the confumption of the produce. Yet 
fuch are the abfurdities we muft maintain, if 
admit the falfe principle we are now oppofingj bur 
political truths muft be long canvafled before they 
arc perceived . Many errors have beCft introduced 
among ftatefmcn, as well as among the people, 
without examination. The French miniftry, long 
blinded by that darknefs in which they fuffered 
their nation to remain, had not yet acquired a 
fufficient degree of knowledge to difeover what 
kind of adminiftration was fitteft for the colonies j 
and they are ftill equally ignorant of the form of 
government bell calculated to make them prolpcr. 

The French colonies, fettled by profiigatetnen, 
who fled from the teftmidts or puniikment of tlie' 
law, feemed at firft to ftand in need of nothing CO KitrutUci 
but a ftriCt policcj they were therefore committed ],e,u.n,* 
to chiefs who had aft unltmitsed autliority. The* 
fpirit of intrigue, natural to all Courts, but more 
efpecially familiar to a notion where gallantry gives auuuto i 
the women an univeifal afeendOftt, has at all rimes 
filled the higher pofts iti America with wr rtlilefs 
men, loaded with debts and vices* *Fhe miiuftry, 
from fome fenfe of lhame, ai^ the fear of raifing 
fuch men where their di%race was known, have 
fent them beyond fea, to improve or retrieVe riioir * 
fortunes, among people who were ignoransof their 
mifeonduft. An ill-judged con>paflion, and that 
mlftaken maxim of courtiets, that villany is ne- 

Voi.. iV. U ceffary. 
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BOOK ccffary-j and villains are nfcful;^ made them deli- 
wii-w beratclf facdfice dw! pe^t of the plantcrs> the 
fafetyof thfe colo’hlcs, an4 th^& '&eiy'intercd$ of the 
jftate, to a fet of infamous |>ciwn$ only fit to be im* 
priibned* ’Idefc rapacious and diilolute men Aided 
feeds of all that was good and laudable, and 
checked the pmgrefs of that pfoj(|>erity which was 
riling fpp^aneou0y. 

AKBitKAity power carries along with k fo fubde 
a poifOn, thal dvcti t;hofc nkn who went over with 
honeft intentions, were fbon coiruptcd.’ If ambi- 
tion* avarice, aod^ pride had not begun to infefl 
them, they would hot have been proof againft flat- 
tery, which '^ncWr falU to rafe its meannefs upon 
gCnieral flavary# and to advance its own fortune by 
public calamity. ' 

The firw governors who cfcapcd corruption* 
meeting with no fuppoit in an arbitrary adminiftra- 
rion* were contimiMly falling from one miflakc into 
another. Men afi t® be governed by laws and not 
by men. If dbe governors are deprived of tliis 
common rule, this fendard of their judgments, all 
right, all fafety, and all civil liberty, will be ex- 
llnQ:. Koflung will then be feen but conti adidory 
decifions, tranfient aftdoppoRte regulations and or- 
ders, which, for want of fundamental maxims, 
will have no ednaedion with each other. If the 
code of laws was cancelled, even in the befl-con- 
flitnted empife, it wbtdd foon appear, that juftice 
alone Was not fuffident to govern it well. The 
wifeft men would be inadequate to fuch a talk. 
As they would not all he of the fame mind, and as 
each of dwm would not always be in the famedif- 

pofition^ 
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pofirion, the ftate would foon be fubyerted. This 
hind of confufion was |»erpetu?d in thejFreftch’eo* 
Ionics, and the more fo, as the governors made but 
a Ihort ftajr in one place, and were recalled before 
they had time to take cogniaance 'of any thing. 
After they had proceeded without a guide for 
three years, in a new coufttay, and upon unformed 
plans of police and laws, theft rntefs Were replaced 
by others, who,, in as Ihort a Ipace, had not dm© 
to form any coaaci^on with the people they 
to govern, nor to ripen their proji^ into that 
juftice which, when tempered with mildneft, can 
alone ftcurc the cjoscution of them. This wsnt 
of experience, and of precedents, fo much intimi- 
dated one of theft abfolute magaftrates, that, out 
of delicacy, he would not venture to decide upon 
die common occurrences', * Not but that he was’ 
aware of the inconveniences of His’ irrefoludoa j 
but, though an able man, he did not think himfclf 
qualified to be a legiflatof, and therefore did not 
chufe to ufurp the authority of ofte. 

Yet theft diforders might cafily have been 
prevented, by fubftitudng an equitable ItgiOadon, 
firm, and independent of private will, toamlUtny 
government, violent in itfelf, and adiqited only to 
critical and perilous times. But this fcheme, which 
has often been propofed, was difappmved by the 
governors jealous of abfolute power* whjk'h^ for- 
midable in itfelf, is tdwatys in a lubje£t, 

Thefe Haves, eftaped from the fecret tyranny of 
the court, wore reinaricably attached to that form 
of jufticc which prevails in Afiatk goveriitnents, 
by which they Icept even their own dependents in 
, U a ftwe. 
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B xm ^ reformation ms rejected even by forae 

» ,-i virtuous governors, who did not confider, that, by 

referving tp themfelves the right of doing good, 
they left it in the power of thdr fuccelTors to 
.do ill with, impunity. All e^tclaimed againft a 
plan of iegiflation that tjended tolcffont the depen- 
dence of the people j and the court was weak 
enough to give way to* their infinuarion and ad- 
vice, from a ponfequenos of thi^propenfity to ar- 
bitrary power natural to prince and their mini- 
fters. They thought they provided fuffidently for 
their coloideSj by giving them an intendant to 
balance the power ctf the governor. 

Tjbess di^ant fettlcments, which, till then, had 
groaned under the yoke of one proprietor only, 
now became a prey to two, equally dangerous by 
ihcir divifion and their union. When they were 
at variance they divided die minds of the people, 
fowed difeord among their adherents, and kindled 
a kind of civil war. The rumour of their diffen- 
tions was at length biought to Europe, where each 
party had its favourers, who were animated by 
pride or intcrelt to fupport them in their polls. 
When they' agreed, 'either becaufe their good or 
bad intentions happened to be the fame, or becaufe 
the one had got an entire afeendaht over the other, 
the coloaHI:? were in n worfe condition than ever. 
Wha.tcVefopiMtrflioh thefe vidims laboured under, 
their com|didn(» Were neyer heard in the mother- 
country, who looked upon the harthony that fub- 
fiibed between hpr del^^aces, as the moft certain 
proof of a faultlefs admini&ratitm. 


Th* 
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The fate of the French colonies is not tn^ch 
improved. Their governors, befidefe 4atjing 'the 
difpofal of the regular troops* have a right to In- 
lift (he inhabitantSi to order them to works 
they think proper ; to employ them as tlicy pleafc 
in time of war, and even to make wfe of them for 
conqueft, Intruifed With altfolute »t»chori|y, and 
defirous of exerring all tKepowers that can eftablifii 
or extend it, they take «|3ion (hanfolyes thf oogftj- 
zance of civil debts# The debtor b foftsnaomtd, 
thrown into prifon* or into a and com-* 

pellcd to pay without any other foarmality* and this 
is what they call the fervice, or tkuniliwrydcpait- 
ment. The intcadants Ijavc the fofo tlpMWge^inent 
and difjwfal of the fiaancass, and geacraJiy order 
the colIe<fting of them. They ihqidrt into all 
caufes, both civil and criinmalj whether joftice 
has not yet taken cognizance of whether 

they have already, been brooght belb^ the fupe- 
rior tribunals j and this h what they call admini- 
llration. The governor^ and iotendants jointly 
grant the lantk that haVe not yet been giver, away, 
and judge of all diiferertces that arife refpciJling 
old poffeftionii. This arrangement puts the (atumpi 
of all the colonilU into their hands, or into thofc 
of their clerks and dependent? j and ponfequently 
maizes all pi operty precarious, and occa^ons the 
utmoft lonfufion. 

In meclianics, the further the retiring*" powers 
are removed from the center, the more the moving 
force muft be increafod j in like manner. We ar<? 
told, the colonics cannot bcfecctfed any otherwifo 
than by a harlh and abfoluce government. If i 
’ U 3 Sir 
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® Sir WilUaw^ Petty was in the right to difapprove 

of thefe fort of fetdements* The earth had better 
remain unpeopled, or thinly inhabited, than that 
Ibmc pqwtirs ihould be extended to the misfortune 
of the people. It is incumbent upon France to 
invalidate diis fyftcm of an F’nglilhtnan againd co- 
looics, by irtiprovingmore and more in the mctlioJ 
of governing tJunu. That enlightened fpirit wbk h 
diftingulihes the prefent age, whatever may be the 
aJTertion of thoie who attribute to the contempt of 
certain prejudices, the vices jnfeparable Irom 
luxury } and to the freedom of dunking and writ- 
ing, tltofe corrupt manners that arife from the 
paflions of the great, and from ihe abufe of 
power; that enlightened fpiiii, I fav, whn-h ftill 
foppoits and guides the nation, while morality is 
little attended to, will one ilay rcilore tiu* govern- 
ment to a fenfe of its true intereiU. U will be 
made fenfibk that there has been no ]udice in the 
colonies, bccaufe they had no fixed liws, intiufted 
tc the direction of proper tribunals. If tins fet of 
men, always enflaved, always opprefied, have not 
hitherto been thought to deferve this mark of 
confidence, ie^ tl em be made worthy of it, by 

, * granting it to them '1 heir fpuls will be inflamed 

with the facred cntlmfiaCm of public good, when 
once sewt dwotc thomfelves to it without fear 
or anrdptyi, Thab lamly pattiotic xebl will kindle of 
itfeif, if thefe oompofe the magiftracy arc 

born In the ooloniea. 

NoTHitns to he more cotiftmant to the 

ends of found pohtT» *o allow thefe iflanders 
the right of governing thcmfeivcs, provided it be 
^ in 
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in the fanie manoer as i boat It^tew-s sdii tho^ 
relations of the fiup jp w fjlJlefied ea.' it WlU, JW- 
haps, be obje&ed, tharcthepeNi^km<h»ale 
inands being cootintialiy Hrmt^ by taxa- 
tion of commerce, this wll nawitaliy briai^ ia a 
nombt r of wortWdst iwa j i^ttd that it WHI be kui^ ^ 
before we can estped tb fee tboff taajMi^rs and that 
fagacity among chtsro, whifchaaill^beptodaftite of 
public fpirit, aAd of tha* dignity tMucIi is tequitte 
to fuppott the weight of aftdrs a»d the intercHs 
of a nation. This objeAton «i%Iith(av«e kiioe foun- 
dation if we attmded merely to the charaXr of 
thofe Europeans who am driwea t<k America by 
their wants or their vices? who, by thus tratd- “ 
porting themfelve% cither by chtddooufooosothen 
motives, are fi rangers ev cry whems^owtuXy cor- 
rupted b> the want of laws, nU'^|»plied byanain- 
bitrary pulice? by that deprived tafty foi domi'^ 
nion, which rcfults from the abufe of flavery? and 
by the daazhng It^ftre of a great fortune, which 
makes them foigec titeir former obfeurity. But 
this clafs of men ought m have no ftiare in the ^d- 
minidration, which 0 k)uM be wholK comrnlliil to 
proprietors, moftly faoni ii* ihe colonies ? for julHce * 
is the natural confoqtJCnee of property? and noiw 
are mofe intcrefoed in the good governmsint of a 
country, than thofe who ate «!»dtfodby iheir birth 
to the largell podbCto* hi it.' Thefc dtrelri, who 
have naturally a great foam of penetration, a 
frankneft of oharaXr, an elevation of foul? and a 
certain love of juftlce that arifos 6omfo*ifo valua- 
ble difpofitions, would be fofeafifaie of dw marks 
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® xiH, * cftecm and confidence which would be ihewn 
them bf the noodiernrountryi in intruftxng them 
' with the interior mana^gement of their own, that 

they wOOld ^grpw fond of that fertile foil, take a 
jafidoiw impwing it, atid be happy in introducing 
a3f the <i»anforts<'of a ciyiilted fociety» Indeed of 
that aOtSpathy to Fwce, which is i i«0e(3I(Vi upon 
her mmifiers, and uptecaid^ them with their feve- 
lity,' we Ihould ikt ih the eolpme® that attachment 
which pattSthid JdndneS always ini|)iresto children. 

' Infiead of thaWfcret ^cagemeft which, in time 
of war, makea thhm» readily fubmit to a foreign 
yoke, w^ ihmdd iee d?cm lanitiog their efforts to 
prewt bt t^poiSfe ah kvafion. Fear will reftrain 
snen under die immediate eye of a powerful and 
formidable maffer j hut affe^on alone can coiii-» 
mand them at n dtfNmoe. This is, perhaps, the 
only Ipring that Ofta upon the frontier provinces 
of an ^tcafive kingdoms while the indolent and 
rapaciws inhabitants of the metropolis are Kept in 
aiye by authority. Attachment to the fovtreign is 
, a principle which cannot be too much encouraged, 
©r coo much extendedi but, if it is neither merited 
nowJllprned, he will not enjoy It long. No more 
joy will then appear in public feffivais, no tranf- 
ports of exultation, no involuntary acclamations 
will b« heard at the fight of the beloved idol. 
CurlofiQf will‘b»kg a, throng wherever there is 
a publk Ipedbscki but Contentment will not ap- 
pear in any oountcpattne* A fullen difeontent will 
arife, and fpread from one province to another ; 
and from the motlser-country to the colonics. When 
tlse fortunes of all men arc injured or threatened 
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at once, the alarm and the commotion beepmtSa ^ * : 

neral. Exertions of aotliorltf, mtiltipUed by the 
imprudence of thofe who tirft temwre upon 
them, occafion a gentnral alarm, and fall liiccef* 
fively upon aH boditej Jmea, The ; 

crimes, and fupporters of 0^ tighta of the oah>* 
pifts, are broO#kt «veo frohn Asomfez, and f 

confined likes maltsfeftots in the priitbni of Etiropc, ; 

The weapons of ^ gOrermmpt, whioh ‘IwajSed 
ufelefs ^aiinlt the eaeopy, are ^kne^^d Ogainft 
thele valuable <ul:^(8si of the ftatsft. Tholfe awy 
arms that were not tdde to ddend'^them during 
the war, ait empJoyed to fp«r«! wor among 
them in time of peace. , Is Jt thus titat colonies 
are preferved, and tfwir pro%erity ppomofied? 

Rome learnt of her •ettesmies how to con(|«0r tiui 
old world; let Fitnee now learp of her riyal 
hpw to pcojde and cultiyate |he pcia, i 
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® 0 0 K N< 51 jAK!> fe a vtry Ibuififhiing fitu- 

Hr atiott Vfhen har tkidetnencsin Amefica were 
5 *£n*iwa b«gi«i m 1645, Her agrictjlture was not ex- 
«i»t> fte tended either ^ liaat ©r hewp. The attttnpts that 
knui- had been made to railfe molberry-trees and breed 
filk-wonins fead feeeit ^unlbccersfiit. The laboun 
iiUnir. (jf jjyj iiuihia^idmaiii were #hoMy engaged in the 
gtowwg of com, widthi ootwithftanding the 
tom of the nadcHft for^ rural employments, was 
feldotta fuffie'ient home tsoafumpdon, and many 

of difiir gfa®aries were ifiborcd fy 6 m the fields bor- 
dering cm the Baldo* 

IsouS'TAY was IHll Idfs adranted than agricul- 
ttire- it was eonfihed to woollen manufefturcs. 
Thefo had been tncroalbd fii»ce' the exportation of 
unwroiight wool had boen prohibited* but thefe 
iClarBiorsj who feemed to worfe only for themfelves, 
were ignorant of the method of fpreaefing thofe 
elegant ornaments tipon thtilr ftu£[s> which tafiro 
contrived to promote the fate and confumption of 
them. They fent their clothe over to Holland, 
where the Butch gave them their colouring and 

glofsis 
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glofsi from whence they circiilated all weir Ei** * 
rope, and were even brought back «> Kagl»»d. v- v— ^ 

Navigation hardly cmplaycd at diat time «ra 
thoufand failors. Tbefe were in the fetvice? of 
exclufive companies, which had engrofied ev^ 
branch of trade, not excepting that of dbth, which 
alone conifituted a tenth part of the commercial 
riches of the nation. ^Thefc* ««re cen- 

tered in the hands of three of four hundred per* 
fonb, wlvo agreed for their own advantage, to fix 
the price of goods* both at ^ing out and coming 
into the kingdom. The prmkges of tbofo mono- 
polizers were exercifedinthe capital, where that 
court fold the provincea, London afotte had fix 
times the number of foip« thataH the iMhOf ports 
in the kingdom put together had. 

The public revenut? nather vm nor could be 
very confiderable. It was farmed OWj A ruinous 
method, which has preceded the eftabl»fom®it of 
the finance in all ftates, but has only been conti- 
nued under arbitrary governments. The cxpcnces 
were proporrionabie to thr low ftate of the trea- 
fury. The fleet was fmall, and the foips fo weak, 
that in times of neceSity the merchantmen were 
turned into men of war. A hundred and fixty 
thoufand militia, which was the whde military 
force of the nation, were arttied in time of war. 

There were no ftanding forces in time of peace, 
and the king liimfolf had no guards. 

With fuch confined powers at home the nation 
foould not have ventured to extend itfelf in fcttle- 
inents abroad. Notwithftanding this* fome colo- 
nies were eftablifoed which laid a foUd foundation 
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► of profpcritjr. The origin of thefc fettlementa 

> was ow;ng to certatn events, the caufes of which 
may be traced very far back. 

WkoEVEa is acquainted with the hiftory and 
progrefs of the Englilh government, knows that 
the ivigai authority was for a long time balanced 
only by a imaU number of confiderable proprietors 
of land called Barons. They perpetually opprefled 
the people, the greater part of whom were degraded 
by flaveryj and they were conftantly ftruggling 
agalnftthe power Of the crown, with more or lefs 
fuccefs, according to the chara&er of the leading 
men, and the chaoce of circumftanciis. Thefe po- 
litical diflSsntlotts occafionedmuch bloodlhed. 

The kingdom was exhauftetj by inteftine wars, 
which had lafted two hundred years, when Henry 
VII. alTumed the reins of government on the de- 
cifion of a battle, in which the nation, divided into 
two campvj had fought to give itfelf a matter. 
That able prince availed himfclf of the ftatc of dc- 
preffion into which a Icries of calamities had funk 
his fubjeds, to extend the regal authority, the 
limits of which, the anarchy of the feudal govern- 
ment, though continually encroaching upon them, 
had never been able to fix. He was aflifted in 
this undertaking by the faftion which had placed 
die crown upon his head, and which, being the 
weakeft, could not hope to maintain itfelf in the 
principal employments to which thofe Who were 
engaged in it had hcen raifed, unlefs they fup- 
ported the ambi tion of their leader. This plan was 
ftrengthened by permitting the nobility for the 
firft time to alienate their lands. This dangerous 

indulgence, 
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indulgence, joined to a taftc for luxury, whiclit 
then began to prevail in Eurupe, brought ou a grfiM 
revolution in the fortunes of individuals* Th« 
immenfe ftefs of the barOns were gradually diM* 
patcd, and the cftates of the cpnimoners increafed, 
Th« rights belongingto the feveral cftates being 
divided with the property of them, ^ it became fo 
much the more difficult to unite die will and the 
power of many agatni^ the authority of onp, iThc 
monarchs took advantage pf tlm period, ffifavouiv 
able to their ambition, to govern without coptroul. 
The decayed nobflity were in fc^ of a power 
which they had reinforced with all their Ioffes. 
The commons thought themfblvca fuffiniently ho- 
noured by theprivilegeof impoffijgall rficnadona! 
taxes. The people in ibrae degree eafisd Of their 
yoke by this flight alteration in the conftituiion, 
and whofe circle of idCas k always poiffined to bu- 
finds or labour, became tired of ledidcns, from 
the delbUtion and miferies whkh '%'ere the confe- 
quence and the punilhpient of them. So tliat, 
wliile the nation was employed in fearch of that 
fovcreign authority which had been Joft in the con- 
fufion of civil wars, ifs views were fixed upon tlie 
monarch alone. The majefty of the thrOnc, the 
whole luftrc of which was centered in him, feemed 
to be the Iburce of that audmitty, of which it 
fiiould only be the vifible fign and permanent in- 
ftrumeqt. 

Such was thefituadonof England, when James I. 
was called thither from Scqdand, as being foie heir 
to the two kingdoms^ which, by hisacceffionj were 
united under one head, A turbulent nobili^, im- 

pardng 
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parting their fety to “their barbarous vaffals, h%d 
kindled the fire <jf fedkion in thofe northern moun- 
tains which divided the ifland into two diftinft 
fbatcs. The monarch had from his earlieft years 
been as aveife from limited authority, as the peo- 
ple were from dcfpotifm and abfolute monarchy, 
which then prevailed all over Europe j and as the 
aew king was equal to Ofther fovereigrts, it was 
natural that he Ibould be ambitious of the iamc 
power. His predeceflbra had enjoyed it even in 
England for a centuiy paft. But he was not aware 
that they owed k to their own political abilities, 
or to finrourd)le ckcumfiances. This religious 
prinOe,, who. believed he held all from God and 
nothing Ihom men, fancied that ftrength of rcaibn, 
wiltlQm, ajid cotmcil, was centered in himfelf, and 
leemed to skrogate to himfelf that infallibility of 
which the pope had jbeen derived by the refonma- 
«ioo* the tenets of which he adopted though he 
diJliked them. Thefe lalfe principles, winch tend- 
ed to change government into a myfteiy of reli- 
gion, the more oiiiom, as it equally influences the 
opinions, wills, and a^ons of men, were fo rooted 
in his mind, togedjer with all the other prejudices 
of a bad educadon, that he did not even think of 
fupporting them -With any of the human aids of 
prudence or force. 

NoTHtNO could be more n^ugnant to the gene- 
ral di^fitioK of the people than this fyffcan. All 
was in commotion both at home and abroad. The 
difeovery of America had haflcned the advance- 
ment of Europe. Navigation exncoded round the 
whede The mutual intercourfe of nations 

would 
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would foon have removed pr^odices, atui ripened ® 
thedPorminduftayaadlwowle^ Wv<l. 

nical and liberal art^ were cjqeefided, ajad iwsre ad- 
vancing toperfbStion by tJicJliMcuiy that prevailed* 
Literature acquired the and the 

feiences gained thatdcigreeof Midlty which %ing|$ 
from a fpirit of calctdationaad co«u|iert5c* The 
cjrde of polities was extended* iThis univeriSd 
ferment ctalted the ideas men. The fevcral bo- 
dies wHth ebmpQf<|d .the mtonihcoiil coIcn^us of 
gothic government} roitsed that k^harg^ 

Hate of ignorance In which they beefi funk 
for many ages, foon |>Cjgaa m exert thetnifelves on 
all tides, and t^ foam enteiprilea. the conti- 
nent, where iwercenJHty troops had been adopted * 
under pretence of nutintamibg difeaphne} mat 
princes acquired an HnJ%ji|ed authuNtity, ojppreflf* 
ing their fub)e<9» either by force or kurigue. In 
En^and, the love of lib^ty, fo natural tOTVei^ 
thinking man, excited in the people by the au- 
thors of religious innovations, and awakened in the 
minds of men enlightened Iby becoming converlmt 
with the great writers of antiquity* who derived 
from their democratic govcnaaenc dtsa: foblimity 
of realbn andfentiment by whkhchey are diflin.* 
guiihed , this love of liberty kindled in every ge- 
nerous breaft the utmoft abhorrence for tinlirntted 
authority. The akendant which 0babeth found 
means to acquire and.to preferve by an uninter- 
rupted profperity of forty years, withheld this im- 
patience, or turned it to enterprtihs that were be- 
neficial to the date. But no fooner did another 
branch afeend the throne, and ckiccptiid' devolved 

ta 
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Book to a monarch, who, fcjr the very violence of hii 
^ preten0ons,' was n0t moch to be dreaded, than 

the nation aflferted its righi^s, and entertained the 
ambitious thoughts of governing itfelf. 

It was at this period that warm dilputes arofe 
between the court and the parliament. Both 
powets feemed to be making trial of their ftrength 
by continual oppofition. The prince pretended that 
an entire paflive obedience was due to himi and 
that national aflemblies were only ornaments, not 
the bafis of the conftitution. The citizens loudly 
exclaimed againft thefe principles, always weak 
when they come to be difculTedi^ and maintained, 
that the people were an elTcntiai part of govern- 
ment, as well as the monarch, and, perhaps, in a 
higher degree. The one is the matter, the other 
the form. Now the form may, and muft change, 
for the prefervadon of the matter. The fupreme 
iaw is the welfare of the people* not that of the 
prince} the king nbly die, the monarchy may be 
at an endj and focie:gr, fubfift without either mo- 
narch or throne, . In diK manner the Englilh rea- 
foned at the dawn of Tiberty, They quarrelled, 
they oppofed, and threatened each Other. James 
died in the midft of thdTe debates, leaving his fon 
to difeufs his rights, with die refolution of extend- 
ing them.-. ' ■ ' , ■ 

The experience b£a|! ^ages has Ihewn, that the 
ftate of tranquillity which 0)ilows thceftablifliment 
of abiblutc power,,occafion3 acoolhefs in the minds 
of the people, damps their courage* cramps their 
genius, and throws a whole nation into an uni- 
verfal lethargy. On the contrarj', the commotion 
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of a tending to lifecrtjr k »A^i • 5^ * .j 

fapM } it is a continued fever, more or l<^s vfcienti *i»** v *<* ; 
t>ut aivrajfu attended with 0001^ ‘ . ' j 

Englako atpcrienced t3t» in tibe Beginning 6i 
the reign of Charles I. > w]N)i, thoujgh iwitfo great 
a pedant as his father, waset^ually fond of autho- 
rity. The divifion #hich had begun between ^e 
king and the parliament, fpread itfidf throughout 
the nation. The higheft iiafse^ the nobiliiy, and 
the fecond, which was ^ rkheft,^ i^aid trf" being 
confounded with the vuigar, engaged oft the 
of the king, from whom they derived that bor- ' 
rowed luftre which they return him b/avoluntai^ 
and venal bondage. As they iBH fiolMfed ihoil 
of the coniiderableland-eftates, they engaged di- 
moft all the country people hi their party j yfho 
naturally love the king, becaufe they think he muft 
love them. London, and all the great towns, in- 
fpired by municipal government with the repub- 
lican fpirit, declared for the parlian^cnt; and drew 
along with them the trading part of the nation, 
who, valuing rhcmlelves as much as the merchants 
in Holland, afpired to the lame freedom as that 
democracy. 

TuEsr divifions brought on the lharpefi, the 
moft bloody, and the moft obilinate dvU war ever 
recorded in hilhory. Never did the EngUfo Ipirit 
Ihew itfclf in fo dreadful a manner. Every day ^ 
exhibited frelh feenes of violence, which feenru^ 
to have been already carried to thehighcftexcefsi 
and thefe again were outdone by others, ftillmore 
atrocious. It feemc^ as if the nation was juft 
upon rite brirtk of deftru^rioft, and that evoy 
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Briton had fworn to bury himfclf under the ruins 
of his country. 

In this general tumult, the moft moderate fought 
for a peaceable retreat in the American iflands, 
which the EngHfh had lately feized upon. The 
tranquillity they found there, induced others to 
follow tliem. While the ftdition was (preading in 
the mother- country, the colonies grew up and were 
peopled. The patriots who had fled from faction 
were foon after joined by the royalifts, who were 
opprefled by the republican party, which had 
at laft prevailed. 

Both thefe were followed by thofe reftlefs and 
fpirited men, whofe ftrong palTions infpire them 
with great defires and vaft projedtsj who defpife 
dangers, hazards, and fatigues, and wi/li to fee no 
other end to them but death or fortune; who 
know of no medium between affluence and want; 
equally ready to overturn or to ferve their country, 
to lay it wafle or to enrich it. 

The iflands were allb the refuge of merchants 
who had been unfortunate in trade, or of perfons 
reduced by their creditors to a flate of indigence 
and idlenels. Unable as they were to fulfil their 
engagements, this very misfortune paved the way 
to their profperity. Aftf a few years they re- 
turned with affluence into their own country, and 
met with the higheft refpeft in thofe very places 
from whence they had been baniflicd with igno- 
miny and contempt. 

This refource was ftill more necefiary for young 
people, who in the firft tranfports of youth had 
been drawn into cxcefles of debauchery and licen- 

tioufnefs. 
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tioufixefs. If they had not quitted their cduntiy, ® 
fhame and difgrace, which never fail to deprcfs the * " ’^**** 
mind, would have prevented them from recover- 
ing either regularity of manners or public cftcem. 

But in another country, where the experience they 
had of vice might prove a lefibn of wifdom, and 
where they had no occafion to attempt to remove 
any unfavourable impreflions, they found, after 
their misfortunes, a harbour in which they refted 
with fafetyi Their induftry made amends for 
their paft follies 5 and men who had left Europe 
like vagabonds, and who had difgraced it, returned 
honeft men, and ufcful members of fociety. 

All thefe feveral colonifls had at their dilpofal, 
for the clearing and tilling of their lands, the moft 
profligate fet of men of the three kingdoms, who 
had deferved death for capital drimes ; but who, 
from motives of humanity and goodpolicyv were 
fulfered to live and to work for the benefit of the 
ftate. Thele malefadors, who were tranfported 
for a term of years, which they were to fpend in 
flavery, became induflrious, and acquired manners, 
which placed them once more in the way of for- 
tune^ There were feme of thole, who, when re- 
ftored to fociety by the freedom they had gained, 
became planters, heads of families, and the owners 
of the beft plantations •, a proof how much it is 
for the intcrellof a civilized fociety to admit this 
lenity in the penal laws, fo conformable to human 
nature, which is frail, but capable of fenfibility, 
and of turning from evil to good. 

The mother-country, however, was too much 
taken up with its own domellic dilTenfions, to think 

* ■’ iheBritifli 
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of giving laws m the iilands under its dominion} 
and the coionifts were not fufficiently enlightened 
to draw up fuch a fyftem of legiflation as was fit 
for an infant fociety. While the civil war was 
reftifying the government in England, the colo- 
nies, juft emerging from a ftate of infancy, fonned 
their own conftitution upon the model of the mo- 
ther-country. In each of thefe feparate lettlc- 
ments, a chief reprefents the king-; a council the 
peers; and the deputies of the frveral diftridts; 
the commons. The general affembly enadts laws, 
regulates taxes, and judges of the adminiftration. 
The executive part belongs to the governor; who 
aifo occafionally determines upon caufes which 
have not been tried before, but in conjundlion with 
the council, and by the majority of votes. Though 
the members of this body derive their rank from 
him, they will not fuflfer him to bribe their votes, 
for fear of exp)ofing themfelves to the refentment 
of the general afiembly,' which has the foie power 
of removing them. 

Great-Brita'in, to reconcile her own interefts 
with the freedom of her colonies, cook care that 
no laws fliould be enadted there which were in- 
confiftent with her own. I'.he governors ftie fends 
thither to command in her name, fwear before 
they go, that they will not fufrer the leaft infringe- 
ment of this fundamental maxim. This oath muft 
prevent theemumaaders from betraying the mother- 
country to favour the Hlands; which, as they arc to 
pay the governor’s falaryi might otherwife make 
his cpmpliance the mealure of their liberality. 
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>■ On the other hand, this kind of dependence * 
checks the governor’s pride, andpreventt hiiti frpm 
becoming tfrantiical. The commiiQSoncrs for the 
plantations have frequently in parliament attacked 
a prerogative that has rcftrained their authority. 
Regardlei's of the inconveniences that might at- 
tend it, the parliament has always adhered to this 
wife regulation. Juftly dreading that Ipirit of ra- 
pacioufnefs which induces men to crols the feas, 
they havefiibjedted the placemen, who Ihould vio- 
late the laws of the colonics, to the fame penalties 
as are inflifted in England on thofe who trcfpafs 
upon national liberty. 

These precautions were not thought fufficient 
for the fafety of the colonifts, whom the nation 
cherilhes and protects as her children’s children. 
Every colony has one or mOre deputies in the 
mother-country. Their funftions are important. 
They are defigned to prevent the abufe of power 
in the governors i to folicit the Icgiflative body 
for the improvement anddefenceof thefettlements, , 
whofe rights and wants they reprefent; and to 
combine the particular intereft of the trade of the 
colonics with the general welfare of the nation. 
Thefe agents do the fame thing at London as the 
reprefentatives of the people do in parliament. 
They plead the caufe of thofe diftant provinces. 
Unhappy will it be for the ftate, if ever it Ihould 
difregard the clamours of the reprefentatives, who- 
ever they are. The counties in England would 
rife: the colonies would lhake off their allegiance 
in America j the treafures of both worlds would 
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be loft to an ifland which nature has made Ibve-^ 
reign of the fca. 

Under what milder and wifer government 
could Engliftimen live j who from the American 
iflands are attached to their own country by the 
ties of blood, and bythofe of necelFity? And, in- 
deed, the colonifts eftabiilhed upon thefe foreign 
ihores are conftantly looking up to their mother- 
country, who is ever attentive to their prelerva- 
tion. One might fey, that, as the eagle who never 
iofes fight of the neft where fee fofters her young, 
London feems to look down upon her colonics, and 
to fee them grow up and profper under her tender 
care. Hcrnumberlefs veflels, covering an extent 
of two thoufend leagues with their proud fails, form 
as it were a bridge over the ocean, and carry oh 
an uninterrupted communication between both 
worlds. With good laws, which maintain what 
fee has once eftablifeed, fee preferves her poflel- 
fions abroad without a Handing army, which is 
always an oppreffive and ruinous burden. Two 
very fmall corps fixed at Antigua and Jamaica, 
are fufficient for a nation that can at any tim^ 
tranfport troops wherever they may be wanted. 

By thefe beneficent regulations, dictated by hu- 
manity and found policy, the Englife iCands foon 
grew happy, though not rich. Their culture was 
confined to tobacco, cotton, ginger, and indigo. 
Some of the cnterprjfing colonifts imported fugar- 
canes from Brazil, and they multiplied prodigioully, 
but to no great purpofe; They were ignorant of 
the art of managing this valuable plant, and drew 
from it fuch indifferent fugar, that it would not 

fell 
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iell in Europe, or fold at the lowcft price. A fcries o o k ' 
of voyages to Fernambucca taught them how to - - 
make ufc of the trcafure they had carried off; and 
the Portuguefe, who till then had engrolfed all 
the fugar trade, found, in 1650; in anally, whofc 
induftry they thought precarious, a rival who was 
one day to fupplant them. 

The mother-country, however, had but a very 
fmall Ihare in theprolperity of her colonies. They 
themfelves lent their ovm commodities dircftly to 
all parts of the world, where they thought they 
would be difpofed of to moft advantage j and in- 
dilcriminateiy admitted Ihips of all nations into 
their ports. This unlimited freedom muft of 
courfe throw almoft all their trade into the hands 
of that nation which, in confcquence of the low in- 
tereft their money bears, th^ largenefs of their 
ftock, the number of their Ihips, and the reafon- 
ablenefs of their duties of import and export, could 
afford to make die bell terms, to buy at the 
deareft, and fell at the cheapeft rate,. Thefe peo- 
ple were the Dutch. They united all the advan- 
tages of a fuperior army ; which, being ever mailer 
of the field, is free in all its operations. They 
foon feized upon the profits of fo many produc- 
tions, which they had neither planted nor gathered. 

Ten of their Ihips were feen in the Brkilb iflands 
to one Englilh vcfifel. 

T HE nation had paid little attention to this evil 
during the dillurbances of the civil wars; but as 
foon as thefe troubles were compofed, and the Hate 
rcllored to tranquillity by the very violence of its 
commotions, it began to turn its views towards its 

X 4 foreign 
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® 5 iv.*^ foreign poflc 0 Ums. It perceived thatthofe futgcifts, 
who had as it were taken refuge in America, would 
be loft to the ftatc, if foreign powers, which con- 
fumed the fruits of the induftry of the colonies, 
were not excluded. The difeuSion of this point 
brought on tlie famous navigation ad in 1651, 
which excluded all foreign fliips from entering the 
harbours of the linglilh iflaqds, and conjfequently 
obliged their produce to be exported diredly to the 
countries under the dominion of England. The 
government, though aware of the inconveniences 
of fuch an exclufion, was not alarmed at it, but 
confidered the empire only as a tree, whofe lap 
mull be turned back to the trunk, when it flows 
too freely to fomc of the branches. 

It was, however, a fortunate circumftance for 
England, that this reftraining law could not then 
be enforced in its utmoft rigour. A kind of negli- 
gence in the execution of it, allowed time for the 
colonies to increale their fugar plantations, by the 
ready falc they found for their fugars, which 
enabled them infenfibly to raife themfclve? upon 
the ruin of the Portuguefe. Thefe plantations 
made fuch rapid progrefs in the fpace of nine 
years, that in 1660, when it was judged that the 
law might fafely be put in execution in its utmoft 
ftridnefs, the EngHlh were already mailers of the 
fugar-rrade all over Europe j except in the Medi- 
terranean* which had continued faithful to their 
competitors, on account of tlteaclof re-exporta- 
tion, which had been occafioncd -by the navigation 
ad. It is true, in order to attain this fuperiority, 
they had been obliged greatly to lower the price 

of 



IN THE EAST AND WEST IND^S. ^ |»| 

of thetonunodityj but their plentiful crt^ made ® jj® * 
them ample amends for this necedfaiy s^triflcie. ws^ 
If other nations were encouraged by their fucceis 
to raife plantations, at leaft for their own conlunap* 
tion, the EngUih operopd other markets, which 
fupplied the place of the former. The only nnfif- 
fortune they experienced in a long feries of years, 
was, the feeing many of their cai^goes taken by 
French privateers, and fold at a low price. The 
planter fuftained by this a doubld inconvenknee, 
that of lofing part of his fugars, and being obliged 
to fell the remainder below its value. 

NoTwiTHSTANDifio thcfe tranQcnt piracies, 

^ X ^ maiiner ti)C 

which always ceafed in time of peace, the plan- 
tations ftill continued to increafe in the Engiifli tioi iiian^i 
iOands. It appears from entries which are laid to 
beexaft, that, about the yedr 1680, they fent an- 
nually to Europe 30,000 hogflieads of fugar, each 
containing twelve hundred weight. Their exports,' 
from 1708 to 1718, were of 53,439 annually j 
from 1718 to 1727, they rofe to 68,931, and the 
fix following years to 93,889. But from 1733 to 
1737 they fell to 75,695 i and the following years 
they amounted regularly to 70,000 hogfticads.' 

If we inquire into the caufe of this diminution, 
we Ihall find it was owing to France. This king- 
dom, which, from its fituapon, and from the 
a<Sive genius of its inhabitants, Ihould be forc- 
moft in every undertaking, is fo reftrained by the 
nature of its government, that it is the laft in 
becoming acquainted with its own advantages and 
intcrelb. The French firft procured their fugars 
from the Engliftii from whom they afterwards re- 
ceived 
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ceived riieir informations. They made fome at 
firft for their own confumption,' and began export- 
ing it in 1716. The fuperiorky of their foil, the 
advantage of frefli lands, the frugality of their 
planters, who were yet poor, all conlpired to en- 
able them to lell theprodudion at a lower price than 
their competitors. This advantage, the Jtioft im- 
p(»tuitone that can be acquired in trade, obtained 
them the preference in all the markets. As their 
produce increafed, that of their rivals was rejefted 
becaufe it was dearer. The decay was fo rapid, 
that a nation which had fupplied all Europe with 
fugars, and ftill Ibid 19,202 hoglheads to foreigners 
in 1719, fold no nwre than 7,7 15 in 1733, 5,211 
in 1737, ansi none at ail in 1740. 

The Englifh iflands had begun to complain long 
before this revolution was completed. They had 
applied to parliament as early as the year 1731, to 
engage rhem to prevent the ruin of a trade that was 
already loft. Their petitions were at Hrft difre- 
garded, Moft people were of opinion that the 
lands in the colonies were exhauftedj and the par- 
liament itfclf had adopted this prejudice ; not con- 
fidering, that though the foil was not altogether 
fo luxuriant as frelh grounds, yet it ftill retained 
that degree of fertility which it feldom lofes when 
conftantly cultivatad, uniefs it is materially injured 
by fbme accidental calamity.’ But when it was 
made evident, fk>m eftimates laid before the houfe, 
that the laft crops had been more plentiful than 
the former^ the parliament began to attend to the 
method of reftoring dtis fource of public fortune. 

Th 
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Thb polhicdoecctoomy of commerce confifti in Boots 

felling cheaper than one’s rivals* This the EogliiSk 

iflands were able to do, before thcraothcr-cofuntryi 
in 1663, had appropriated to herfelf a duty of four 
and a half per cent, upon all fugars brought foom 
Barbadoes, which' foon extended to thofe of the 
other fettlemcnts. The great plenty of the com.- 
modity, however, prevented their finking imme- 
diately under this oppreffion. But, the neceffitits 
of the colonies having fince compelled them to 
burden themfclves with frelh taxes, they were no 
longer able to withftand a competition which grew 
every day more formidable j and they evidently 
lav/ themfclves fupplanted in all parts. Poflibly 
they might have been relcued from this deplor^fo^ 
fituation, by fuppreffing the duty of four and a 
half per cent, and by facrifiding to their, local ad- 
ininiftration the enormous duties their edmmodkies 
pay on their entry into Great-Britainj but her great 
cxpcnces, and her heavy national debt, would not 
certainly admit of this generofitj; and the govern-* 
ment thought it was fufficicntly Uberal to the colo- 
nics, when itallowedthemthelibcrtyi in 1739, to 
fend their fugars directly to all’ the ports of Eu- 
rope. This conceflion, which was contraiy to the 
navigation aft, proved inelFe&ial. The French 
maintained their fuperiority in all the markets? and 
the Englifli colonics were reduced to fuppty fogars 
merely for the confumption of the Britilh domi- 
nions, which did not exceed i a,ooo hoglhcads at 
the beginning of this century? and which, in 1755, 
had amounted to 70,000. 


Pnglanp 
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* ^ England was be^iolden for this produce to her 

y ! .» ahcientpo 0 e^ns in the Weft* Indies. Thcifland 
Barbadocs, which is fituated to windward of all 
odicrs, appeared to have never been inhabited, 
not even by favages, when fome Englilhmcn from • 
St. Chriftopher’s went and fettled there in 16^9. 
They found it covered with fuch large and hard 
trees, that it required uncommon refolution and 
patience to fell them and root them up. The 
ground was foon cleared of this incumbrance, or 
ftripped of this ornament : for it is doubtful whe- 
ther nature does not decorate her own work better 
than man, who ailters every thing for himfelf alone. 
Some patriots, tired of feeing the blood of their 
■ countrymen fpik, went and peopled this foreign 
land. While, the other colonies were rather ra- 
, vj^d than cultivated by thofe vagabonds who had 
been driven from their native country by jioverty 
or licentioufnefs, Barbadocs daily received new in- 
habitantS5 who brou^t along with them not only 
their ftock of money, but a turn for labour, 
courage, aftivityj and ambition; thofe vices and 
virtues which are the effetfts of civil wars. 

By thefe means, an illand, winch is no more 
than eight leagues long and four broad, attained 
to "a population of a hundred thoufand fouls j and 
a trade that employed four hundred ftiips of 1 50 
ton's burthen each. Such was the ftate of its pro- 
fpetity in 1676, the period of its utmoft greatnefs. 
Never had the earth beheld fuch a number of plan- 
ters collcfled in fo fmall a compafs, or fo many 
rich produftions raifed in fo Ihort a time. The 
labours, direfted by Europeans, were performed 

by 
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by 0jivcs fwirchafcd in Africa, or even raifed in 
America. This unwarrantable mcch<«i of procur- 
ing them was but a ruinous kind of prop for a new 
edifice, and very nearly occafioned the fubyerlion 
of it. 

Some EngHlhmen, who had lanckd on the coafts 
of the continent to get flaves, were difeovered by 
the Caribs, who were the objed of their fearch. 
Thefc lavages fell upon them, andput thanall to 
death or to flight. A young man, who had been 
long purl'ued, ran into a wood; where an Indian 
woman meeting him faved his life, concealed and 
fed him, and Tome time after conducted him to the 
fea-fidc. His companions were laying at ar^chor 
there, waiting for the men they miflTed, and fent 
the boat to fetch him. His deliverer infifted on 
following him on board the-fhip. They were no 
fooner landed at Barbadoes, but the monfeer Ibid 
her who had faved his life, and had beftpwed her 
heart as well as her perfon upon him. To vindi- 
cate the honour of the Englifh nation, one of her 
poets has recorded this fhockuig inftance of avarice 
and perfidy, to be abhorred by pofterity: It has 
been told in feveral languages, and held out to 
the deteftation of all foreign nations. 

The Indians, who dared to underi;ake t;o re- 
venge themfelves, imparted their refentment to the 
negroes, who had ftronger motives, if polTible, 
for hating the Englifli. The flaves unammoufly 
vowed the death of their tyrants. This confpiracy 
was carried on with fuch fecrefy, tliat, the day be- 
fore it was to have been carried into execution, 
the colony had not the leaft fufpicion of it. But, 
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as if gcnerofity was always to be the virtue of thfc 
wretchedj one of the leaders of the plot iuformed 
his mafter of it. Letters were immediately dif- 
patched to all the plantations, and came in time to 
prevent the impending deftrudion. The following 
night the flaves were feized in their hutsj the 
moft guilty were executed at break of dayj and 
this ad of leverity reduced the reft to obedience. 

They have never revolted fince* and yet the 
exportations do n6t amount to one half of what 
they formerly were. This revorlution had been 
brought on by the extravagance of the inhabitants ; 
by contagious diftempers; by hurricanes; by the 
emigration of many who are gone over to other 
iflands, or to the continent of North-Amcrica; 
by the wafte of the land, and the neceffity of ma- 
nuring iti and, laftly, by the competition of a 
rival nation, which has been fo fortunate as to 
meet with a better foil. 

At this prefent time there are at Barbadoes no 
more than 30,000 flaves, who are employed in 
manuring, the ground with varech, a fea-weed 
which die tide thrtiws on fliore. It is in this varech 
that the fugar-Canes are planted. The earth has 
litde more to do with the growing of them, than 
the tubs in which orange-trees are planted in Eu- 
rope. The whole produce of this laborious pro* 
cefs is no more than 1 5,000 hogflieads of raw fu-^ 
gar. They are conveyed to England, where they 
are fold for about 6,7 50,000 livres*. The fpirits, 
which may amount to 800,000 livresf, are all 
(fent to North- America. 

*a95,jj»I. as. f 35,000!. 

Barbadoes 
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Barbacoes is the only tr^uiing colony fadong- » 
ing to the Engiilh in the windi^^afti iilRads. Al- 
mod all the &ip3 laden with flaves^ that come from 
the coaii of Africa* land there. If they camiot 
fell their negroes at a goqd price, they go to fome 
other place} but it feldom happens that they do 
not difpofe of them at Barbadocs. The ufual 
pricp of flaves isfrom eight to nine hundred livres*, 
according to the nation or tribe they beibong ro. In 
this bargain no dill:in(3;jiQn is ever made age or 
fex} but the whole cargo together fells at fo much 
a head. The payments are made in bills of ex- 
change upon London at ninety days fight. 

T HESE negroes, which the merchants have bought 
by wholefale, they retail on this very ifland, or in 
Ibme other of the Engiilh iflands. The refule is 
fmugglcd into the Spanifti or French iflands. By 
this traffic five or fix millions of livresf were for- 
merly circulated in Barbadocs } the Ipecie that is 
Hill to be found there, but in fmaller quantities, 
is all foreign; it is looked upon as a commodity, 
and is only valued by the weight. The Ihipping 
properly belonging to this fettiement, confifls of a 
fufficient number of veffels for their fcveral cor^ 
refpondences, and about forty fioops employed in 
the fifheiy of the flying- fifli. Nature and art have 
confpired to fortify this ifland. Two thirds of its 
circumference are rendered inacceflible by dange- 
rous rocks } and on tlic fide that is open, lines have 
been drawn, which arc defended at proper diftances 
by forts, provided with a formidable artillery. So 
that Barbadocs is Hill in a condition to ctmunand 

* About 37]. on an average, f About 340,300 h on an aven^. 

refpeit 
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reljpefi: in time of war, and to claim the attention 
of its neighbours in time of peace. It affords a 
folid foundation for the richeft of ail cultures, a 
convenient mart for the flavc trade, a larger pro- 
portion of revenue, of population, of commerce, 
and of forces, than could reafonably be expefted 
from an ifland of fuch inconfiderable extent, efpe- 
cially when com4>ared to other neighbouring 
iflands. Antigua, which is almoft as large, neither 
enjoys the fame advant^es, nor is of the fame 
importance. 

This ifland, which is but twenty miles long, 
but of confidcrablc breadth, was fcnind totally un- 
inhabited by thofe few Frenchmen who fled thi- 
ther in 1629, upon being driven from St. Chrifto- 
pher’s by die Spaniards. The want of fprings, 
which doubtlefs was the reafon why no favages had 
fettled there, induced thefe fugitives to return as 
foon as they could regain their former habitations. 
Some Engliflimen, more enterprifing than either 
the French or the Caribs, flattered themfelves that 
they Ihould overcome this great obflaclc, by col- 
leCling the rain-water in ciflerns; and they there- 
fore fettled there. The year in which this lettle- 
ment was begun is not exafhly known; but it 
appears, that in January 1640 there were about 
thirty families on the ifland. 

The number was not much increafed, when 
king Charles II. granted the property of this ifland 
to lord Willoughby, as his father had given that 
of Barbadoes to the carl of Carlifle. His lordfhip 
lent over a pretty confiderable number of inhabi- 
tants at his own expence in 1666. It is probable 
3 they 
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they would fte^ct have enriched th^nfelves by the 
ctflture <yf tobacco, indigo, and giUger, thebriSy 
■coiHiiiodities they dealt -in, had not Colonel tjod- 
rington introduced into the ifland, which was thbn 
reftored to the dUminion of the ftace, a Ibtft'ce/df 
wealth, in the year 1 680, by the ailture of fdgai:. 
This being at ifirft black, harth, and coarle, was re- 
;^eded in England, and could only be difpdfed df 
in Hollandi and in. the Hans tbwiisj where it Ibid 
at a much lower price than that of the other- co- 
lonies. By the moft affiduous labour, art |:ot the 
better of nature, and brought this fugar to a.s great 
a perfeftion, and to fell fpr as high a price, as any 
other. The ifland yields 8000 hogflieads, the only 
fruit of the labours of fifteen or lixteen dioiiland. 
blacks. • ' ' 

T HE abule of authority, fo cbbiibon in mod: na- 
tions, but fo rare among the Ehglifii, was feverely 
felt at Antigua, and did not go unpunilhed. The 
governor, colonel Park, in defiance of the laws, 
and rcgardlefs of morals or decorum,' indulged 
himfelf in the moft unbounded a<fts of Hcentioiuf- 
nefs. The members of the coiindl, unable to put 
a ftop to excefles which they abliorred, fummoned 
the colon! fts in 1710 to prbteift their reprefenta- 
-tives, to defend the fortune^ of the public, and to 
put an end to fo many calaftiities. Upon this they 
immediately took up arms. The tyrant was at- 
tacked in his own hoiife, and maflaefed.. His 
bddy was theft thrown naked into the ftrep^, 
and ' mutilated by thofe whpfe bed he had d^o- 
noured. The md'thef-cbuntry,“‘moretbbvbd the 
facred rights'df natujre than jealous of her own au- 
Ton. IV. , Y thority, 
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thority, aa a;®: which her vigilance 

* : *n have fgeveaieai. bwt which ihe was too 

■ eqdicakk to revenge. It is , only the part of ty- 
t<am^ to tatdte a, reheUioh* aiwl rfien to quench it 

^i^hl*»ches princes the art of being feared and 
iletclB^ dii«a& dwm to ftide the viaims whofe 
cites grow importunate, . Humamty preferibes to 
kaxigs, yufticc in 1^'fltatkw, mil^ds in govem- 
mentii; lenity |«evciia;infurfeatpiSs> and mercy 
o p«4on tep. enjoins obedience to 

the peqidCi bm God, above all things, requires 
equity k .ptmeesi. ^ they vhdste it, innumerable 

/the American iflands have fome- 
lirtfes aye^cd the authority of kings and fhe rights 
ofriie people upon iniquitous governors, who, by 
a dpubk treachery, proftituM 5^*= 
to o|^rcis a narion. Ahtigpa will he celebrateo 
in hiftory for this terrible example 6f juftice. This 
ifland, is, howiyet, .too conHnedi but that of 

Montferrat is iriii l^s confid^^ 

s*etei.«.t The Spaniards difcpvereddtis Ifland in 1493. 
*1 u«s Ei«. 'j'ijey did not fettle there, but ^ve it the name of 
Moatfemt* a mountain in which it resembles in 

flbape. it k almoft niund, and about nine leagues 
in cincumference. ;^hi5 ^und h very uneven, 
full o(f barren h 5 ik» , and yaJlics , fcrtili^d by the 
waters. , JEhjgl^ landed there in 1 ^32, 
were not .laired jj^'dittuAing Ac peace of the 
' mky lavagm -who dwelt, but drove, thcnci' aU 
away. /Th^ dA^t^ was, not i^uake ©f «hc ad- 
y ^ntag ps'^mtpedbed' frt»n b« . The pp^efs of the 
' ’, '"’V' ' , ' . ■ colony 
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tolbny was bur flow/and 

importance till mw^s the centtrt^^^ 

At this period a fplrit of iiniVclfaJ5b^ 
rtJifplayecl itfeifj whkbj however, could nd* 
counted for from arty parti cular^cadfe;' * The lefs ' 
important cultures, whibh,fbaJt;eAiBbrd<^‘ a 
provifion of comtooii hedei(lirii*|, wet^ aH changed 
for fugar plantadons.' FivS‘^thbof#id l^flicads 
arc now annualljrtn^ thbu^fand dates* 

Ihouglv fcveral 'rnisfortudes'i'’dfctafbaifed' dth’ei^.'by' 
war of by the demeni^i "baVe, fi^'dide W tirnb* 
difappoiated the mdhftry The 
loading and unloading 'of 'liiiips is difScuIt in an 
i Hand which has nM one good roadv (They would 
even be in danger upon thb c6afts,'ff tlk i^^ 
did not take care, when they fee a fiorm approach- 
ing, to put but to fea, or to'takc’lhelter in feme 
neighbouring harbour.' Nevis is eit^fcd fo the 
Tame inconvenience.' *' • ; 

The mod generally received t^bioh is,' that the settUrtent 
Englifti fettled Oh this idisiid in ibt&, It is pro- 
perly but a very high moUnt«ri,!‘of in (j*. 

and crowned with tall tieei^; ’Th^;pliritatlbfta he 

all round j and, begmninig at thc 'fea^fidci 

continued dmbft to the tbp of ‘thb mobhta^^ 
tlie higher they ftand the l^!fei^le ^cy arei bb- 
caufe the foU gri^ tnbre . w^ 
watered by itnany ftfeamii' whij^ Wpidd be foiaany 
foufees 'of :plenty;''if*''th'^,iditf 'no?' ifrfbjrmy’-ii'ea- , - 
ther' fwell iiitb torrents, ,"'S(rjsi^-''a'way' the laiidsj ihd ■ 
deftfoy 'the treafures 'they' Ifeyc ptodbtid’r 
' '';''1^«ffi/cblony bf'KcVir&^^^ dlbdelof i^'Ptu'e, 'br- 
def, And' piety.' ''’Tbe^^,dicdj]^ii^'Wa^ 

Yd"':.'' •; been 
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BOOK been owing to the paSWmal care of the firft gpyer- 
^l,^l nor. This incompanble mafl infpired ajl die in- 
habitants* by his own example, with a love of 
labour, , a roafonable cecononny, i and innocent re- 
creations. All the plantations, efpecially thofe of 
Itigar, were fuccefifuliy encouraged. The perfon 
wild commanded, and thofe who obeyed, were all 
actuated by the fame principle of , the ftrideft 
equity. Never wa§ there, an inftance of greater 
harmony, peace, and fecurity. So rjq)id was the 
pfogrefs of this fingular fettlement, that, if wc 
may credit all the accounts of thofe times, it foon 
contained iq,ooo White people and ao,ooo blacks. 
Admitting evdh tliat fuch a population vrithin the 
compafst^ lik leagues Ihould be exaggerated, ftilJ 
it will fliew the amazing but infallible effeifl of 
virtue* in promoting the ptolperity of a well-regu- 
lated fociety. 

, But, even virtue itfelf wiU not fecure either 
individuals or focieties from the calamities of na- 
ture, or from the injuries of fortune. In 1689 a 
dreadful mortality fwept away half this happy co- 
lony. It was ravaged in lyoh by a French fqua- 
dron, winch carried off three or four thoufand 
flaves. ,The next year, the ruin of this iiland was 
compkiced by the mbft violent hurricane ever re- 
corded. Siped this feilcf bf difallers, it has re- 
covered # Utfki and at this day contains 8000 
blacks, , hogfhcads of fugar. 

Ferhaps, thfw''Whb,ikpifte;ii^ the deftruiStioh 
. of the AmOThahsi^a^^^ the Afficahs, 

would , tj^eiiwe fond!?, Gonlblatitm if the Eumpeans 
were every ’ where as hwmade as the Englift have 



IN the east AND WEST INDUES, , igjj 

been in this ifland'of Nevis, and if all tbc iflahds * 
in America were as well cultivated in:i^rop9mon j 
but nature and fociet? afford few inftances of fuel, 

miraculous prof^erity* 

England draws no produdions. from Barbus^ 

Anguilla, or tlie Virgin iflahds. FourthoufaniJ in* 
habitants, half freernen, and half flaves; Fcattered 
about thefc mifcrabiefertlemcnts, breed fbme cattle, ' 
and cultivate fonfie few prbtifionsj which they fell 
in the neighbouring colonics. ' Their poverty doejs 
hot prevent them from enjoying the beneflt of a 
free and feparate government^j yet the chief of 
thefe iflands, as abb of Antigua, Montferrat, and • 

Nevis, is only the deputy of a governor-general, 
who rcfides at St. Chriffoph'er’s, 

Saint Christopher’s w^s the nurfery of all Setticmcat 
the Englifli and French colonics in America. Bpth .'s 
nations arrived there on the’ fame day in i-62§. 

They fliared the ifland betw;een them} figned a ***"'”* 
perpetual neutrality, and entered into a mutual 
engagement to affrft each other againft their com- 
mon enemy the Spaniard, who for a, century paft 
had invaded or difturbed the two hemilpheres. But 
jealoufy foon divided thofe whom intereft had 
united. The French grew envious of the prolpe- 
rous labours of the Englifli r who, on their fide, 
could not patiently bear that an idle neighbour, 
whofe only employment washunting andgallaiitry, 
fliould be crying to rob diem of dieir wives. This 
reciprocal uneafinefs foon created quarrels, wjit, 
and devaluations, though neither of tlic parties 
aimed at conquefl. Thefe were only dbmfeftic ani- 
mofitifs, in which government took no part. Con- 

Y 3 cerns 
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® ccms of greater impoitance having kindled a war 

between the two moAcr-cotlntries in 5666, Sr. 
Chriildf>her*S btecame a feeirie of carnage for half a 
Cfsnturyi ' The weaker party having been compelled 
tp evacuate tfjte colony* 'ibon entered it again with 
a;-reiaforcefttent, both to' reven^' their defeat and 
bo repair their IbffeSV This long oonteft, in which 
both parties alternately had the advantage, was ter- 
rttiriated by the ^ eixpiullioh of the French in 

jyoii and the pbaofi of tltrecht cut o|F all their 
hopes of ever tettirhing thither. 

.T«£s was no great facriiice, at that.time, for a 
people who had never exerted. themfelves other- 
wife iri/that 'Colony than in hunting and carrying 
on war. ' Their population amounted but to 667 
white people,, of all ages and both fexeSj ig free 
blacks, and 659 flaves. All their herds confifted 
only of 265 head of horned cattle, and 157 horfes. 
They cultivated nothing but a little cotton and in- 
digo, and had but one fmgle fugar plantation. 

Though the Englifh had for a long time made 
a greater advantage of this ifland, yet they did not 
immediately reap ail the benefit they might have 
done frbrn having the foie pofieffion of it. 

This Conqueft was for a long time a prey to ra- 
pacious governors, who fold the lands for their own 
profit, or gave them away to their creatures j though 
they could warrant , the duration of the falc, or 
grant, only during the term of their adminiftra- 
tion. The parliament of England at length re- 
medied this evil, by ordering, that all lands Ihould 
be put up to auftion, and the purchafe-money 
paid into the public coffers, /kfter this prudent 

regulation* 
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regulation, the new plan£at»on$ were tts wdH culti- 
vated as the old ones. 

The whole of the ifland may be about leveiocy 
miles in circumference. The center is /ull of high 
and barren mountains. Agreeable, neat, and^itj* 
modious habitations, adorned with avenues, foun- 
tains, and groves, are difpcrled over* the plains. 
The tafte for rural life, which the E^glllh have re- 
tained more than any other civilized nation in Eu- 
rope, prevails in the higheft degree at St. Chtifto- 
pher’s. They never had the Jeaft bccafion to form 
thcmfelves into fmall focieries in order to pafs away 
the timci and if the French had not left there a 
fmall town, where their manners arc preferved* 
they would ftill be unacquainted with that kind of 
focial life, which is produ^'ye of more alterca- 
tions than pleaforesi which is kept up by gallan- 
try, and terminates in debauchery j which begins 
with convivial joys, and ends in the quarrels Of 
gaming. Inftead of tliis image of unfon, which is 
in faft only a beginning of difoord, the Englilh 
planters live by thcmfelves, but live ha|:^j their 
foul and countenance m ferebe as the clear Iky, 
under whicli they breathe a pore and wholefome 
air in rhe midftof their plantations, and furround- 
ed with their flaves, whom they certainly govern 
with paternal tendcraefs, fxnce they infpire them 
with generous, and fometijnes, heroic featimeuts. 
St. Chridiopher'shas aSbrded fuch a fignal inftance 
of love and friendfhip as is not to be paralleled in 
fable or hiftory. 

Two negroes, both young, handfome, robuil, 
courageous, and born with a foul of an uncommon 
Y 4 caft 
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* J»Ad b«en fond of each other from their ih- 

fancy. Paxtoers in the fame, labours, they w.ere 
united by their fulTerings j,,whicl^ in feeling minds, 
form :a ftronger attachment than picafures. If 
they were not happy, they comforted each other 
at kaft in their miferj'. Love, which generally ob- 
literate^ the remembraaee of all misfartunes, ferved 
only to make theirs ooihpiete. A negro girl, who 
was likewife a flave, <and whofe eye^- Iparklcd, no 
doubt, with greater vivaeity and lire from the 
contraft of her -datk .eproplexioii, excited an equal 
flame in the hearts of thefe two friends. The girh 
who was more, capable of infpiring than of feeling 
a Itrong paffioh, would readily have accepted either i 
but neither of them would deprive his friend of 
her, or yield her up to him. Time ferved only to 
increafe the torments they fuffered, without elicft- 
ing their friendlliip or their love. Oftentimes did 
tears of anguilh ftream from their eyes, in the midft 
of the demoftftr,ation5 of friehdfliijp they gave each 
other, at the fight of the too-bclovcd objed that 
threw them into . delpair. They fometimes fwore 
that they would love her no mosc, and that they 
would rather part with life thajP forfeit their friend- 
fhip. The whole plantation was moved at the 
.light of thefe copfli&. The love of the two friends 
for the beautiful negro girl was the topic of every 
converfation, 

0»E day they followed her into ,a , wood; there, 
each embraced her, clafped her a t)iOufand, tim^es 
to liis heart, fwore all the oatlis of attachment, and 
calk'd her every tender name that love could in- 
fpire; when, fuddenly, withovt fpeals^gpr look* 


m 
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iug, at cacfe ote, tfeey bQth pitinged a d^er ® 
into her br«;aft« /She ^d they jTfiiogJed ' — v^. 

their tears ai^ They 

roared alowd, ahd made ' wood refound with 

their vioJetJt outcries.- , 4 nuining to 

their aflHlance> at a 

kiflcs. He cdkd put to; mothers, who foon 
cafne upriusd^uidt^ embracing 

each other upo» the body of tfei$ unhappy girl, 
and bathed in her, blopd i while they thcmfelves 
were expiring in tiw JEbreaiP.s , that, Sowed from their 
own wounds. • 

These lovers asd thefe friends belonged to a 
body of 25,600 ne^oesi dcftiiied to furnifti Eu- 
rope with twelve or thirteen t^ufand hogflieads of 
fugar. Is- it then in the midS of fuch fevere la- 
bours, and in fo degrading ^ ftation, that we fee 
fuch actions as muji aftonifti the whole- world? If 
tliere can be a man who is not ftruck with horror 
and companion at the greatnefs of this ferocious 
love, nature mufi: have farmed him, not for the 
flaverj' of the negroes, but fpr the tyranny of their 
mailers. Such a man nmjd have lived, without 
coramifcraring others, aildwilldae withoutcomfort ; 
he muft never have lh«d a tear, and none will ever 
be filed for him, Biw k is now time to quit St. 
Chriftopheris and pals on to Jamaica. 

, THts itland, whkh lies to leeward of the other The Eng. 
Engliihiflandsjand which geographers have ranked J'j,* 
among the greater Antilles, is hcai'iy of an oval 
'figure, -the greater diameter being 170 miles, and fetUe 

^ ^ n r • * r Cl j j* theinfcHcs 

■ and the lefs 70. moft. It is interfecled withlc- thc«. 

veral 
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* , ridges craggy.^ mountsuns;-wh^^ 

V.yyw dr^fiilTocloi^Ht^^'^ Their 

barj’ennefs dow h©e IffeYchst being covered all 
over, witli' A|>r9digi!^s, 

kkids, that ftrike thei| roots clefts of 

the' rocksj: ''and thitt ■ is depo- 

fited there This per- 

, petiial .verdtire* ly^itiipvahd' .e^beltiliiwed ' by a 
multitilde of 

/bring aU,;the •yi^^_^dfdj'';aiidexfa'iW mpft 

enchanting ^ipjK^ iJa o But theft: waters, 
which fall frph[*it|i|f banfeft fopmits, and .fertilize 
the plains beloTfi':!a^ bi^kilh;a^ unwholcfotne. 
Thisdefefi the falubrity 

of the air, whioh iis the poreftof any between the 
tropics in either hciniiphtTe^^ , 

Columbus diYcovet;^ this ifl 1494, but 

made no fctdcinent; there. Eight years after, he 
was thrown npo® it>by , a S^oitov Having loft his 
ihips, and being U]|i|fcle to getaway, he implored 
the humanity of .the lavages, who gave him all the 
affiftance that natural^ piiy fuggefts. But thefe 
people, who cultivated ho more land than what 
w'os juft fufficient to fupply their own wants, foon 
grew tirevl of fupportij|g S, to the manifeft 

rifque of ftarving tfemfeiyesj and ihfenfibly with- 
drew from their i^ighbpurhood. : The Spaniards, 
who had already indilpofed the Indians agajntt them 
by repeated a^s o£.y|olence, grew outragedns, and 
proceeded fo far as to take up arms againft a chief 
whom they accufed of too much feverity,. becaufe 
he difapproved of iheirfcrocity., Columbus, forc.ed 
to yield to their threats, in order to difengage 

himfeif 



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIE’S. 3ji 

himfelf from fo dcfperate a fittiadooj availed him- ® 
felf of one of thofe natural j^j®nomena, in which w.*.iyi*i,g 
a man of genius may fometimcs find a refource,. 
which he may Be excufed for having rccourfe to in 
a cafe of urgent neceffity. 

FaoM the little knowledge he had acquired in 
afironomy, he knew, there would foon be an eclipfe 
of the moon. He took advantage of this circum- 
ftance, and fummoned all thc Chciques in the 
neighbourhood to come and hifar fomething that 
nearly concerned them, and was eflential to their 
prefenration. He then ftood up in the midft of 
them, and having upbraided them with their bar- 
barity, in leaving him and his companions to perifh 
for want, he addrelTed them in thefc words, which 
he pronounced with emphalis asif he were infpired : 

•To pumjh you for this^ the God •tabom 1 worfiip is 
going to ftrike you with his mfi terrible judgments. 

This very evening you will fee the tnooH twn red, then 
grow dark and withhold her light from you. Tins 
will be only a preijude to youT calamities^ if you ohjii- 
nately perjift -in refufing to give us food. 

The admiral had fcarce done Ipcaking, when 
his prophecies were fulfilled'. The favages were 
terrified beyond meafurci they thought they were 
all loft ; they begged for mercy, arid promifed to 
do any thing they ftiould defire. They were then 
told, that heaven, moved with their repent ince, 
was appeafed, and that nature was going to refume 
lier wonted courfe. From that moment, provi- 
fions were fent in from all quarters j and Columbus 
was never in want of any during the time he re- 
mained there* 


It 
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It was Don Diego, the fon of this extraordinary 
man, who fixed the Spaniards' at Jamaica. In 1 509, 
he fent thither fcventy robbers from St. Domingo, 
trndcr the.command of John d’Efquimel j and others 
foon followed. It feemed as if they all went over 
to this deliglufoi and peaceable ifiand, for no otlicr 
purpofe than tofpill human blood. Thofe barba- 
rians never Iheathed their fword while there was 
one inhabitant left to prelerve the memory of a 
numerous, gocKl‘-nafeured, plain and hofpitable peo- 
ple. It was happy for the earth, that thefo mur- 
derers were not to fupply their place. They had 
no inclination to multiply in an ifland where no 
gold was to be found. Their cruelty did not anfwcr 
thepxjrpofe of their avaricej and the earth, which 
they had drenched with blood, feemed to refufe 
her affiftartce to fecond the barbarous efforts they 
had made to fix there. Every fettlement raifed 
upon the afhes of the natives- grew unfuccefsfuJ, 
when labour and defpair had completed the de- 
ftriiclion of a fewTavages who had efcaped the 
fury of the firfh conquefts. That of St. Jago de 
la Vega was the oiily one that I’upported itfclf. 
The inhabitants of th^t town, phmged in idienels, 
theufuai cdnfequence of tjl-rarioy after devafiration, 
were content with living upon the produce of fome 
few plantations, and thy overplus they fold to the 
fhips that pafTed by thejr coafts. The whole po- 
pulation of t'he colony,' centered in the Httle ^Jot 
that fed this race of deftroyers;^ confrilcd of 1^00 
flaves, corrimanded, by as: many tyrants, when the 
Englifli came and att^ked the town, took it, and 
fettled there in 1655. 


The 
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TffE EnglMh thought the fataJ ^OH 4ifr. ® 
cord along with them. At firft thft Hew polorif 
was only inhabited by three duoufand of tha^ fe.- 
natical militia, which had fought and conquered 
under the:ftandardsdf;the«|)nblican party. Thele 
were foon followed by ii todltimfie of royalills, who 
were in hopes of findipg reft and peac«, i p Apnt^^ica, 
or comfort- after, their '1fhe,4iyi(j^s whkh 

had prevailed for' fo long .k'tisne 
violence ■between the tpfo:|^ti'esltt'&w:^ fol- 
lowed them beyond thefe^. 
triumphed in the prbtc®on of 
they had exalted upon the mtiis of Ae. Aro<ic : the 
other trufted to the guyercor.pf sihe. iflaiid, who 
was.himfelf a royalift inTehre£,,..'ri?dugh:foroe^ 
bend under the authoiity thatapfkintedihim. This 
was fufficient to have renewed Xa /America the 
I’cenes of horror and bloodilitdwhi^. had fo often 
been aded in Englaodj, !h^d,aot.Pen rand yenables, 
the conquerors of Jamaica^, the con^and of 
the illand to the ijkp& .prude^,man among theiuij, 
who happened to te the dk^fto^cef. His name 
was Dudley^ and he' w?^ -a inena to the Stuarts, 
Twice did Cromwdl his own 

party in his (lead, and Dudley w^, as re- 
ftored CO his office by deaA of -his oppo- 
nents. ... V ^ 

The confpifacies Ajtt'wew forqiing-agai-i^ him 
Were difeovered and fnjftrated; , .JHie -never fuftered 
the fmalkft breach t^ di'fciph to gpunpuniihedi 
and always kept thfe bdl^^^ eyed bfi!two^ the 
fadibh his‘heart'deakfted'^,^ahdt;htparl!^tl^'was at- 
tached to. He excited Ibdbli’y i add encouraged 
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it by his atteaaiwi, liis advice, and hisestam^e. 
His authority was enforced by his difintcrefted be>*- 
haviour. ,tje never cotdd: be prevailed ^pon to 
accept of a'falary, being content fo Kve upon the 
produce of his own plantations. In private life, 
he was plain and fswniliariv in oSoe, an intrepid 
warriori a fle^y and fei^. cominander, and a 
wife polii^ian. Hfe manoebdf governing was alto- 
gether milkary, becaufe he was dbli^d to reftrain 
or to regulate an infant oofonyi wholly connpolcd 
of fddiers; and to prevent and repulfe any inva-^ 
lion from the Spaniards, who might attempt to re- 
covar what they had lofti. 

But when Charles il. was called to the crown, 
by the nation that had deprived his father of it, a 
form of civil goverrimentwaseftablilhedat Jamaica, 
modelled, like tbofe ^ the other iflands, upon that 
of the mother-counwy, \ The governor reprefented 
the king; , the council 'the peers; and three depu- 
ties from each town/ with two from every parifh, 
confotuted the, ctHrin^ the firffi exertions 

of thisaflcmbly vs^conhbed m a few temporary 
regulations, 'tclattve fo the poi^^ die ^mihiftra- 
tion of jufoc 4 ahd lhc lmnn^ together 

without any: order. It was Mt till the year 1683 
that the code bf: Jaws w*j dtawo up, which to this 
day prefervc5lhc?colooy in its vigour. Three 
of thefowife merit the attention of our po- 
litical !eada^i;i;; 4; ‘ ■ ■ ;; • 

Ths ont^ i'^chrpK^ the defence of 

the country, .w#aily ektites diat very fdf-intereft 
which tmg|ht;div«|t.fo 4 ividuals.fo attendihg to 
it. It is enai^, whatever mifcMef is done 
\ ' , , ' ■ ' by 



by the enemy* &ftU immedi^y be made gbod ® 

by the &imi Oir at the txfmce<^ all the 1 » » 

if the money found in tk: treafnfy IhoyJd pnovtf 
infufficicxit. 

A»ot«bii law amcarnstfee means of inemding 
population. It enft^, that every Ihip^iaptaw who 
brings a man into the odony, who is wnabJe to pay 
for his paflage, Ihall teceive a general gratuity of 
twenty-two liyres ten Ibis*. The pardctilaip gra- 
tuity is 1^18 livm fifteen fols f for evory perfon 
brought from England or Scotlaodj 1^5 lines 
for every perfon brought from Ireland } feventy-* 
eight livr^s fifteen folsfi for every perfon brought 
from the continent of Americai and forty-five 
livres^ for every perfon brought fium the othef 
iOands. 

The third law tends to the encouragement of 
agriculture- "When a proprietor of land is, unable 
to pay either the irvtercftor capkaiof the money he 
has borrowed, his plantation iS a|>praifed by twelve 
planters whoare hiscquals. The credifor isobliged 
to take theeftatc in foil payment, though theap- 
praifement fhotdd fall Ihort of the debts but, if the 
value of the plantation exceeds the debt, he mufl: 
then refund the overplus. "Hiis regulation, though 
if leaves room for partialities. furnLfheS a compen- 
fation for this evil, by the general good it pro- 
duces of abating tlfo rigour of the landlord’^ and 
merchant’s law-fuits againft the planter. The re- 
fult of thisdifpofition is in favour of lands and men 

* <9s. 8d. halfj)«nny. f About yl. 7 s. 

t fl. iSt, t d. folfpeittiy. |{ Aboutsil 8$. iidf. 
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in general, TJie crjixjffiBiijr h a iBlferer, be- 
caufe he is .tjpon his the debtor is 

more ■ ^qbliged.' *o ;.b!f he 

raesyis tb find credit. ;, Cbnfi&t?e,dl6b b€«<^ 
'‘thfi'‘b^S|pf ^lagrecaiensi'} ‘Wad'Oi^^HOe is only 
to ‘ ^(Med'/by the ■ v^e>;':;v ; 

jcqSedy bad dmdly.;acqoit^;^titie degree 
, &ra^;i>e;ifo«; thcfelaliiJaepy Jaws; had 
prafp#niy. Some adyehcMretSi as weUlfitwji hatred 
and naJaonal j^oidyj #om a refilefs di^ofition 

and want of ^rtxtm^ [.s0m:hpd the Spanifii Ihips. 
Thefe pi^s weie jfocwided by Cfon[iweH’’s fol- 
dierSj who,«^ingn0tha%afttrhis4eat^ 
that pnMic!%ctbo«i^W their former fucceifes 
had; draM af>pn them, went into America in queft 
of piomotion, which they could never expeft in 
Eurdp?. Thefe wre joined by a multitude of 
EngliiiStaieBpf both parties, accufiomtd to blood 
by the civil wars which had ruined them . Thele 
men, eager jorfapiue and carnage, plundered the 
feas, and ravaged coj^s of America. Jamaica 
was. the place ar^fc fpoils of Mexico and 
Peru wehe always bconght by the Engliih, and fre- 
quently by foreigners. They found in this ifland 
moreeaic, a better reception/ proteclion, and free- 
dom than any Twhete.i^fe, whether for landing, or 
forfpendkg a® they'pleafcd the fpoils adfing from 
their plunder. Here cxjrravagance and debauchery 
foon plui^gtdi thciW again i^^^ This 

only incitement to dieirfuigukary induftry, made 
them haflen to commit frefli depredations. Thus 
the colony reaped , the benefit of their perpetual 
vicifiitudes of fortune, arid enrichpd itfelf by the 

vices 
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Vices which were both the fowce «nd the of ® 
their wealth. . 

Wheh this deftni^ive taOft became miofitj by ' 

rcafon of the fre^ucocy of the murders 'drey com- 
mitted* the funds they had left behind^ and whlchi 
indeed* had been taiten fiwo Sit mote 

nnjuft and cruel than thtmfdfWi iMoved a freih 
fourcc of opulcflce* by the tbelfts of 

opening a claudeftinc ttwje wiib die <S^lS Ihttlc- 
nients. This y«in tof 4ch^ eoadnoed lmmealing$ 
and efpecially towafda the «# bf duo otntury* 
home Fortuguefe, with a capital diwe millions *, 
of which the fovereipi had advaaietid two thirds* 
engaged, in iiSpfi, to iuriti^ thh Ibt^eilSis of the 
touitof Madrid with jitsooldad®, jgachof 
years that their treaty wa» to laE» lids <?ompatty 
drew a great many of thofe Shtes fj^J^aimdoa. 

From that time the coltmiffed had o<S»jltajif imni^ 
tions with Metko and F<!ru»«id|fcr by mlafts oi th« 

Poi tuguefe agents^ or by the ca^tadh* dt their Own 
(hips employed in this tmde* iWa iflithreouflfe 
was lomcwhat fkdMa«f4 by Which feioltd 

Out on account of the fu«i:dS$pn of 

Spain# ' 

At the peace*) the,iMheirto the 

people of laoudciu They mi» the 

South<^Sea company* wbieb was ifpinted to fur- 
niih the SpatnUx t^lonka With i^icimesy Would 
entirely exclude then) dotti ^ oec# to the gold 
mines# AU the cfiwta Ihey tttOdc to bjhwk this 
regulation* could liwt produce atsy oikemdoii so 
themeafuifesof theEegH&nro Thcyvdly^y 
* Aitoat tjifSjal. 

You IV, Z 
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forefaw that the aKStivity of the A 01 entifts would 
prove a fre& fnotive of emulation for increafiag 
the contraband trade fonucrly carried on. Thefe 
views were fo juft, that in 173$ it was the general 
opinion, that Jamaica had drawn fifteen hundred 
millions* Uvres^from the Spanifli Weft-In- 
dies, 

Tfiis illicit trade was carried on in a veiy fim- 
plc manner. An Englilh vellfel pretended to be 
in want of watetv wood, or provUionsj that her 
maft was bwkcn, or that ftio had fprung a leak, 
which could notlse difcovercd or flopped without 
unloading. The governor permitted the Ihip to 
come intodae<hatbour to refit. But, for form fake, 
and to (diftfnlpate himfelf to his court, .he ordered 
a feal to be alSxed to the door of the warohoule 
where the gtsods were depofitedj while another 
door was left unfealed> through which the mer- 
chahdife that was exchanged in this trade was 
carried in atnl out by ftealdu When the whole 
tranfadion waa ended, the ftranger, who was al- 
ways in want tif money, neqticfied rhat he might 
be permitted to fdl as much as would pay his 
chat^i and was always granted, though 
with an appfiWhce of great difficulty. This farce 
was fieceffary, that the gtwemor or his agents 
might fafdly dlfpofe in public of what they had 
previoufly totiglit in feoretf as it would always be 
taken ftw granted;, that what they fold could be 
no other than the goods dw were allowed to be 
■ bought. In ^s manner were the greateft cargoes 
diipofed of* 


* 6f;,62g,o9ot 
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T Hi court of Madrid thought to put a ftop to ® ** 

thcie pradices, by prohibiting the admiflion of all 
foicign fliips into the Spanilh harbouj’s on any pre* 
tence whatever. *But the people of Jamaica call* 
iug in force to the afiiftance of artifice, fupported 
thcinlHves in this trade under tlie ppotedion of the 
Knglifh men of war, allowing the capt^ five pir 
cent, upon every article of Which he authoHzed the 
fmuggling between the fubjeds nf both tstowns, 
and contrary to their treaty* fp true it is, that 
kings m vain enter 1 nto agteetnettts ijtat are incon- 
fiftent with the reciprocal intereft of nations. 

To thii, open violation of public order* has fuc- 
retded amore private and le^alArtniiigpne, The 
fhip< difpatchedfrom Jamaicai^paartoifcolfeporfs of 
tiic Sp^iiifh coafl which arelcaftfrtKjhenttd} cifpcci* 
all) ro thofeof Brew* five miles fromCartliagena, 
and Grout, jbui miles from Porto^eUo* A man 
who fpeaks the language of the country is 
mediately put aihore* to give hogkjc in the adja# 
cent country of the arrival of the fhjps, The news 
iv propagated with amazlig fpeed fio the moft dif- 
t 4 nt part>; the mcr>.hantshaien to the place, and 
ib(‘ uade begins, but with fuch precautions as ex- 
perience has taught them. The fiaip'^s cc(n>pany W 
O'vided into three parties. While the firft i$ en- 
tertaining the purchai?nf* and treating them with , 
great civilities, at the fame tim«t keeping a watch- 
ful eve to prevent them from <^x^tc\Cia$ thek in- 
clinaiion and dexterity in dealing, the fecoad is 
employed in receiving the vanBK indigo, cochi- 
neal, gold and filverof the Spaniards, in.exchaoge 
for flaves, ijuickfilvcr, filks, and other commoli- 
Z a ties. 
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ties. The third divifion is in the mean while under 
arms upon deck, to provide for the faftry of the 
ftiipi and to take care not to admit at once a 
greater number of men than can be kept in order. 

Wutn the tranfaftions are fmiflxed, the Enghfh- 
man returns with his Hock, which he has com- 
monly doubkd j and the Spaniard with his pur- 
chalb, of which he hopes to make as great a profit, 
or greater. To prevept a dUcovery, he avoids the 
‘high roads, and jgoes through by-ways, with the 
negroes he hpS ^ght, who are loaded with the 
merchandlle, whlfei Is divided into paicels of a 
convenient form and weight for carriage. 

This manper of trading had been carried on 
luccefsfuily for a bug dme, to the great emolu- 
ment of rhe colonies of both nations, when, as 
Spain intended, it was greatly obftru<aed by fub- 
Mtuting re^ 0 :cr-lhips to the galleons. It has gra- 
dually dUtdaifiicda and of lace years was reduced to 
fifteen or fixteen hundred thoufand livres* prr 
The Brhilh mimftry* wifhing to reftore, 
or recover the pfpfit judged, in 1766, that 
the befir expedient to repair the Imies of Jamaica, 
was tfa make it a free port. 

lMMpiiATE»:.Y the Spaaifti ftiips in America 
flocked thither from ail parts, -to exchange their 
gold and fdver, and rfteir coJnmodhies, for the ma- 
nufadorcs ^ The year before this re- 

gulation, ^ eiqpofts from Ctrcar-Brltain for this 
ifland had not exceeded 9,351,540 Uvresfi but 
this plan muft Incmafis thifim confiderably. Frec- 

• On «« ave*ag«al 9 «tot 67,8001. 
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dom of trade is a great allurement to fofdgneri^, ’ *> 

and a great fource of wealth to the nailofi thft 
opens her ports. ' 

If it hud not been for the reftrinJtion which 
eludes all commodities of ihe fame nature with 
thofe of Jamaica, it is moft probable thofe of St, 

Domingo would have taken' the fime courfe 
thofe of Mexico and Fem. " Whut ij? foe reafon 
that the fime kovernrftcot which is p$deayouring 
to draw into one of its mart? the pirodpiEticrns of' 
the French Windward iflands> dchy^an en- 

trance to thofe of a Leeward iilhd ? pearliaps, it 
might be feared, that the fubjefbs fliould find means 
to obtain from a rival, who Can venntre wifo im- 
punity to fell every thing af; a fower price, thofo- 
goods which Ihouid contribute .to keep up their 
trade with the Spanilh colonies. 

WntTHiR this conjefShireiswellorill-groujudcd, 
the Englifh have not trufted fo much to* the readi- 
nefs of the Spaniards to cwne to their ports, as to 
negieft other means of extending their cojnmerce 
with than. The merchants of Jamaica had for- 
merly fettied feme faAories jn the br^of Hondu- 
ras, on the Black river^ near foe Mufi^iiito fhore. 

For reafons unknown to ua, foey liad forialen 
them. They have now rell-tM’ed them, in the be- 
ginning of foe year tf66, in hopes of fupplying 
the inland provinces of Mexico wifo*provi0t>.tsi 
and if we am not mifoiformcd, foefocceLfarfur- 
pailes their ex|te<9$tion. 

Ybt this fraudulent and fweearioos trade is }<Jtn9*‘cak3s 
inconfidcrable matter compared to the immenfe r.Tr’bJ h.“* 
riches which Jamaica has derived from its plants- 

Z t tiuns '**•“ *•'' ’** 



34i : , : HISTORY OP SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

* tions. The fipft ctjlture -which the inhabitants at«- 

tend^ to, wfla that of coco% which they found 
' eftabiifhed by the S^iards. It profpered as long 
' 'jw'lthofe ^kiitatiofts iafted'i ' ''which had been culti - 

vatfed'''^h‘';|^|>le'Who'.,madeThi^^ principal 
fc^iihdtheifody traffic^ 'TheflewpUntersper- 
' 'ceived'.'th^t'ihey began'.td'ditcayy.and they renewed 
themj bdtj either want cafe, or of ikill in 
" the'new plantersjycle-tree^' dk^nbt fucreed, T hey 
grew '<>t''Thd'^IWrey ''and^ applied thcmfcl ves 
td'thai'df ' 'V';, ■■ 

' :''"THts 'incrcafing. confuierably, 

'whi^ft of three livrc.s 

''eigfet!cli:h';fbli^'’^t;'d^^^ upon, every pound of, 
;lridigby'%h1chi;heh''f©ldf^ eleveri Jivves hve fob^ f. 
If' thisbwas;' evidently 'an immoderate duty at that 
‘time, k ^rew /quite infappottable, \vhen the com- 
fpetittoh': ''Qf lowered the price of the 

a pound. At 

'\thk,|k:ri6ds^^y^isif^%o;''pk-^^^^ througb- 

'■‘ou,t 'the Eiti^Klh^^iifeiJ^sr'-aiid.'itiorfc dp^ at 

Jamai'CA'i':''"' T^/;j^y«f-&nbept';has frme endeavoured 
'to'i^trieVc:fhii'ld^>'''^cyhaye only taken oft 
tht'-h«iawyldacf^hwkfehi^^'ha clogged that 
'< brWch of ih4«?iff'-'fe*'-h?iYfi,<pcouraged it by a 

upon every 

", p^4jp»d,'bf fetrlmcnns. 

■'■ ThisegeSi^i^tysi^ tod:late,.,and has 

''i ohly ■;■ )[0.''sOfdei;';tt>, obtain' the 

, ' boui^y 'pfcc'tttc indigo from 

• 3 .!:. ■■'''•■ f- 9'S*'io,3w, ■ 
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tsun as the growth of their own |)l«ttatjpnt( This * ^ 

fraudulent tr^c may amount to i,aoo,ooo Hvita* 
a year. • . * 

The cxpence the government is at on this ac^ 
count, cannot be looked upon entirely as a^iofs, 
fmce it is of ufe to themtiont bdt it keeps up 
that miftf aft, and swt may fay, that pro^nfity to 
fraud, which the fpiuit of fio^Ce hW given rife 
to in moft of our governments, between the ftate 
and the fubjefts. Ever fince the prince has been 
inceflTantly contriving means tej|quiit inoney* the 
people have been ftudying artifiifes to elude tli« in- 
juftice of taxes, and to defraud the prince, When 
there has been on one fide no nrodcration in the 
cxpences, no limit to taxations, no equity in the 
repartition, no lenity in the recovery s riicre have 
been no longer any ferupfes about the violation of 
pecuniary laws on the other, nor any honefiy in 
the payment of the duties, not probity in the 
engagements between the fubje^ and the govern- 
ment. Oppreflion hath prevailed oa one hand* and 
plunder on the other; the finance hath extorted 
from commerce, and commerce hath elwtied or de- 
frauded the finance. The creafury hatli pillaged 
the planters, and the planters impofed upon the 
treafuiy by falfe entries. The colonift w tor- 
mented with taxes, fervkcs, and militias; and he 
rejeds this threefold bondage openly and by force 
when he is able; and, when he is not, by clamours 
and complaints. If England does not fijjq>iy us 
with all thefe inftaaces of the faulty adminlftfa- 
tion introduced by the fp^riitof finance, Europe 

• 5S,SOOb 
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* Stv ^ other ftatcs ^ich too fully juftify thif 

|>iS:urer 

Tas cij|ltuf« of indigo was not yet totally given 
tip at Jamu<qa« when that of ootton was uni Icrrakcn . 
,The American iflands produce cotton flirubs of 
various fizes, which life and grow up without any 
.culture^ elpecialJy in low and majihy gtounds, 
Their produce is of a pale red s fome paler than 
others i but fo fbort tliat it cannot be fpun. Non. 
of this is brought to Europe, rhouph u mi* I : be 
lafdfully employed in making of hai . Tnt hrt! 
that is picked up, fer\ s to waki. matiraif s afid 
pillows. 

Thi cot^on-^flirub that fiipplies uur jiunufa.- 
tui%s, requires a dry and dony foil, aiu. fbuves 
beft in i^row ih chat have already been i litd. 
but that the pi. nt appears more flounlhn’g in frefh 
lands than in thofc which are enha ttd Hiu, vlule 
if produces- mote wood* it bears lefs Innt. 

A WFSTEAlt e?tpo0tion is fittel’ *br ic. The rul - 
cure of it begina in March uid April, and continw a 
duriBgchefirftfjWing-f dns. " lob ir..madesi feven 
or eight feet diOanec »rom . h ou.rr, and a lew 
feeds thrown in. AVhen tht^ are grown to the 
height of five or fix iucije«, all Uie fieuis arc 
pulled yp» except two or t irc6t?f the ftrongefi. 
Tbefe 8ft cropped twi e be^fort the end of Anguft. 
This preesutiott is the more nectflary, as the 
wood bears no fitik till 4ft.<t the leconU prun- 
Higt aqd^ if tltfrAwiib was fuffSsred to grow more 
than four feet high* the crep #oiild not be the 
greater, nor the feedt fo eafdy gathered. The 
^ane mc^od is purfn^ for three years; for fo 
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long the &fal> may condntje, if it cannot convc- * ^ 

nknciy be renewed ofcener,'. with the proJ|3«(3: of 
an advantia|;e that Will cottipenfate the troiijble. 

This nfrful plant WtH ®bt if great atten- 
tion is not paid'to ptbdc weeds that grow 

about k. Frequent r^«s wHl promote its growth i 
but th^ rnuft-not'bcdhcciffaht.v;;!^ is- 

partifcularly nece#a'ry m the Months df March and 
April, which is the time of the Cotton, 

to pievent it from being ^fcoJbured and fpottcd. 

The cotton-fhrub bears fruit within nine often 
months after it is planted/ A flower blows at the 
extremity of its branches} anddie piftil of this , 
flower changes into a hufk of the flee of a pigeon’s 
eggi which opens* and divides kfelf into three 
parts when the cotton is rip,e. , 

When it is all gathered in, the ■ ile^s mpft be 
picked ov.r from the wool widi which tfeej aire na- 
turally mixed. This is done bynkans' bf a cot'ron- 
mill, which is af> engine, compol^d of two rods of 
hard wood, about eighteen, feet sdong, eight^n 
llntes in circumfereuce, aiid flUted two lines deep. 

They are confined rr both ends, fo as to leave no 
more diftance between them, than if neceffary for 
the feed to flip through. At one end is h kind 
of little miU-ftohe, which being put in morion 
with 'thc' foot,"' turns’ -the rods in’ contrary direc- ' 
tions, They''lepa-iaE^: the cotrom-sb^-'tlwow out 

the feed-ebbt^h^/i® M-'’'' Vi'']}''''''. ' ' 

' WHiLfi '.tlite'.'CiUlM*? diMlMod in, the' 

other Engli&,i^'a^dtlidurii%ed’bim^^ : 

ax. , 

jt will -fa^? , ;,iay the' ' 
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* nation, wKo knows ^ admitliftm own reve- 

'' nues, feeing that t^Oo^ton of its iHsm colonies was 

not fulHcient to (Wnplof its: npanniatSMtes, took off, 
in 17^6, thedutks whkh Anc had been 

impoffedupon fotfeigscoitonSt. ; Xhc granting fuch 
a freedbini as muft hece0arily increa|i!: their impor- 
tatioiay ;^d rcdoce lh» priye, #a:n 
modify,: - defcrvetheylMiheft,eh:c^^ Perhaps, 
aprovideat admiftilb;atk>n oo^l«:Ep hatrfe proceeded 
farther, andhaw^aaj^ a bounty up- 

on all -cottodsimpdr^d, from the national fettlc- 
ments, toobyiate the difcouragcment which may 
arife from foreign cpreiJetidon, and from the redu- 
ced pticse bif the lOWiaiodity. But if rhe Englifh 
arc appwdienlro of the -decline of the culture of 
this articlc'fo, important to their rnanufadures, 
they have no occalion. for the fame anxiety with 
regard to their ginger. 

Tms p!aht,;wfoi^:«i^ above two feet 

high, is father . Its leaves exadly rcfcmble 

thofeof rufoesi^eitflf -ihey; are fmalkr,. It is propa- 
■ gated,, by:prie:^o|:.i'^,;Sioots,' Which' h .planted to- 
wards .Aeiend of'the r^ny feafon,.and fprings up 
in a week’s time. , When the leaves turn yellow 
and ate withered, the . gih;^vis>ipei it is then 
pulled op, and expofed to .the fun or .wind, to dry. 
The'motSi;;Whiefe--aite-|he bnl^.ufofol part, arc flat, 
broad^-' of .-buf moflly -rdcmbling 

the 'foot of\a^go<tf©.^v.,'1F^JeihflfoB is efofe, 
heavy, IvMtb, of a 

.turnip,-,-’'. 

T«e cdkuit ff gfogcr-k ealy# and by .no memis 
opcafrye: ai fiaglelisjan may undert^e it alone, 

’'-'V’;. . ' y, ■ ' The 
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The Toot has this double advantage j djat it i wiil 
keep many: years in the ground without -K^tdirig; 
and as long as we pleafe after itis gathered, with- 
out being in the.leaft injured* . But, if ginger -re*:- , 
quires no great JaboUi-,: It ab&rH a vali quantity 
of nutritive juicesis a inft^ucfe, that a piece , of 
ground which has bore thte^ or four crops of 
ginger, is.fd edhadft^ qif 
thrive upon ki!/' 

Whs'n firfttheE«ro|^ans;c3tnc,:tO''the Caribbee^ ” 
i {lands, the Caribs nhs^b 'dift of gingers but their 
c-onfumption in thi,s:;an4 ‘in:e^ery otherarticle, wds 
fofmall,,that nature.affordedlbein a fufficient quan^ 
tity of it, widkmt the ia|i{|shfce 
The conquerors, 'iHitwi'th&aiiditiyg'^ ,tb'e ■ of 
the climate, grew paffioniateiy Jfend of this hot 
fpicc. They ate it in the moraihg ro.fi^pen their 
appetites they ferved it up at 
fcveral diHerent ways;, they, hfed tt^jia^ to 

facilitate digeddon; and: at. ffa, ,v^ antidote 
againft the fcitfvy. This/jSdB^^ adt^ed in 
Europe, and ginger was f^ery- occafion; 

it was commonly miKed'yyith,'!pii^er,'W,h^^ was 
then very dear. This eaten ikodsi^Qh 
dually to alower i^ice, jmd: ^gcr g^ out of re- 

pute* After bearing a jeoidymbki phke it fank 
towards the latter end of the ft^tury to ten livres 
a hundred*^ Th a Ihort tkOje^ there w no de- 
mand for it; and this colrore: was dropptdl altnoft 
every whero, ex<>ept at, Jahiaiea.' ,-,' 

For the daft thirteen years, it k computed 
that this iftand has exj^orted^ 

i' .A,; *'is. 94.' 
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* 649,865 pounds A y«ar. Mofl: of it has 

been tonfunned 'in: the’, Britifh domiiuons; the 
reft has been foMlh' the north, at a price which 
cannot tempt die colonies ■ wlicn: the land is 
not in fuch plenty fited- of fuch little value as at 
Jamaica. ■ ’■ 

Besides ginger, this iftand fumsfees Europe 
with a quantity oT.jpirhdjtio:' Itlicre are fcveral 
forts, more or kfs phftgeh1:V\ bears 

tliat fort called Jatniicii'|«;pper, cdhriimbnly grov/s 
upon the rnountalhsi ^ ihsf height of above thirty 
feet.; It is'Vcryfb^i^ht;;ih.oderMeiythic and co- 
vered with a greyiftif fmooth, and ihining bark. 

• The leaved Caadly-’i^ifhfoie: ihofe of -the laurel. 
The flowers : bib*' the cxrrenriitscs of the 
branches, aind are' fbcceeded by berries fome- 
what iai^er thain thofe of the juniper. TJiey 
are gathered |^een^‘ and fpread in. the fun to 
dry. They turn brown, and acquire a fpicy 
Imcll j from whence, in ■ England, pimtnto is 
cafled ali-fptCCi V 1 *^' B Ycry to iftrengthen 

cold ftontaChsi^^ Wdkiesj but 

fpices foo^ld^be'Cujyva'^sed ;and fugar in 

America, v • ’ ' 

The art of managing t^is- culture was unknown 
in Jamaica, ;till ^the ,'ycar'^;|i6;68, ft was ^ brought 
thilhcr 'by’fomeinhabiiants of Barbaboesi One of 
them w*s''p0tfep<^b£vevei:f kind 

pf produce, thii-dciknds ' His name was 

Thomas,McKiifoid;''VHkica5ii.t^^ togt^h with his 
; ffcill and a( 9 ;iv^,;iiebnhdedhii^to’i^ar>iaimmenfe 
uraa land} and raifod hitn* la tiufiC}; to die go? 
j. veri#,egt die Yc| neither could the 

; ■, Y'iew, 
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view of his fortune, nor his warm Iblioltations, 
prevail upon men accuftomed to arms and idlenefs 
to apply to the labours of cultivation. Twelve 



hundred unfortunate men, who arrived in 1670 
from Surinam, which had juft been ceded to tlie 
Dutch, proved more tradable. Neceffity infpired 
them with rdjulution, and their example excited 
emulation, Thefe bepraijsgs of iaduftry were 
happily foppoti^ by the quantity of. money that 
was daily poured ihto jamika^ ib’om the uninter- 
rupted fucccfs of the firce7boote,rs. Oijeat pmof it 
was cmplc^ed in creding buddings, . putchafing 
flaves, implements of hufbandry, and hpufehold 
goods for the riling pla^^adons, . ,The face of 
things was. wholly , ch^^d* jiiB^ica foQn ex- 
ported vaft quaauties of fugst* 
to that of the other Englilh ‘ iftaa^,"; ~:T 
ture has never leffened, not vcven w^ 


coffee was joined tp d. ' 

Tms valuable p|am,ib'ii^^h%;^om,,;ihe Eaft 


Indies, enricjhed the'Ducch'ahd.wt^Saikfei^e^ 
in America,' Wore'.the'.Engi^:'t%,bj^ibf. appro- 
priating ittO-tbemfelvcSi aNli';|pdbfe^'.M,%sbcen 
adopted only at Jamaica,* but will, foon 

furmQ> as much the,;%b:lfe!domitdo,nsIban^ 
fume. The mother-eountty baa^dt^uraged ^is 
culture, by enadin^ that all foiti^ coffee, im- 
ported into her dominions, fbotdd payL^ livrtss^ 
more duty upon every hundr^f Weight, than 
imported from the produce dfher own edtenifes. :/ 
Thx comrniSkknCrs for tl«: pktttaidpns^t^^^ 
in the houle of lords, in i7J4» 
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BOOK 0f Jamaica,- imported the year before, amounted, 
only to 4 2,1384^48 livres, r &!,; 6 deniers*. Their 
value hath fince rifen to 1 5,306,000 livres f- This 
revenue is produced by 25,000 hoglheads of fugar, 
2000 bags'of cptton, three millioiiR weight of cof- 
fee, befides fkins, ginger, wooids for dying, and 
other lefs important articles. T htfe are the frui ts 
of the labour of 26,000 white men, and 90,000 
blacks, gathering toget^r iu a few towns, or dif- 
perfed in nineteen parifhesv ; The yearly govern- 
ment and defence of thecohaiy amount to two mil- 
lions of livres|:, and in fame parriculdr circum- 
ftanm much more: . Its whole capital, in lands, 
flavesj houfe ,, And rno^^^ables of every kind, has 
been‘-cfilma<^A't495,ocX),oooIivfcs§.'' -But it is 
a circumftighce fcarce credible, that only a fmall 
part of ’this wealth belongs to the proprietors of the 
plantations. ; Either by misfortunes, by extrava- 
gance, or by , the cafe .with which they find credit, 
they have involved therfileli^s in prodigious debts 
totbc .nferiihwtA fetd^bn^^^t^^^ and efpeci- 
idly to thr jew«ifv'-M4y that, peopjy, who at their 
• firft ori'g^a'vwire.fttves,' became con- 

querors, and who arit-.nO'WTeduced to their former 
ftate : of ilavery,- or b^eptns ,‘fuj^rives for thefc 
twenty centuries paftV. wi* day this 
or Ibme other rich ifiand of itoericaf where they 
may colle<a^Tthcir"cWldi«^^^ and train them up in 
peace to hMfitijt 3 Mlry , And ieomm out of the 
reach of dhat'faaatihi%:^ich has made them odi- 
ous to d»c-*ari^, and that, periccution which has 

■ ■♦531^0761:' 4 i6d. i* t66si>37Sh 
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made them pay fo dear .for the errors oF; their boo jc; 
worJhip ! May the Jews at length live happy, fi^e, 
and quicti in fomc corner of the world, fince they 
are our brethren by the ties of humanity, andbiir " 
fathers by the tenets of religion i , , 

If we may believe the accbimts of thofe who arc 
well acquainted with the Hate of affairs at Jamaica, 
no lefs than two thirds of :tfee'cftaccs belonging to 
the planters are mortgaged by the immcnfe debts 
they have conEra<Hed. This cviLmuft increafe, 
unlefs it is prevented by a confideraWc and rapid 
augmentation of tliie plantations,, Whether this 
fuccefs is poiHblc or probable, fliall be the fufajeft 
of our next inquiry. . , , • 

Upon the m 6 ft moderate computation, the ex- 
tent of Jamaica appertrs to be four ojiliions of acres, 
each J20 feet long, aadya l^oad;; it has been faid /»«»«« 
that one third of this large ^ace was inhabited and t 

cultivated. The prefeht ftatc of idWipopulation 
and cultivation contradh^ this affertion, though 
both are more liourifldng thnh cwr-.;^ theinland 
partofthe countryisanmnculdyated ulefert. There 
are no plantations except upon the coifts, and 
even thei'e arc not entirdy; dearth Mofl: of the 
planters poffefs immenlc lands^ but; hardly one 
fourth part of them i«; put to any ufe. All the 
labour is bellowed upOn abo,ooo acres at moft. 

When weconfider, that Jamaica has been long 
fmee inhabited byan induftrious andifeiifulpcoplei 
that the piratical war, and the contraband trade, 
have at all times poured irntmenfe trehfbits into the 
ifland j that the means of culture hw hjever been 
wanting} that, for a long time paHj tecbude has 
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B Ixien had to tnaiiiiife; ite the roads and harbout's 

are. prodigioofly nwddplied for a^rtation } that 
tjie motheJ-TCOuiitry and alh Eurc^ have received 
tlick prodwcfei and that rastwithlbinding ail thefe 
adyancages* the land has never fdM fbr more than 
one third , of -what it has pmdiaceddn the other 
idandsi when we confidcr mutually aB thefe cir- 
OumftMsc^, we canfwt avoid OMiduding* that 
the ioii of Jamaica snuft h® in gttiersd had, or 
very ivdi'fTererJ:. 

The fea-coads, which, for thfe cohveniency of 
tranij/ort, deem to claim the preference for fugar 
pkntadons, mtidhc fuppofed to have had all the 
labour, beftowed upon’ them, and to have been im- 
proved. totbehighed degree that they were capable 
of* The excefiive and conftant coolnefs of the 
iWfuntains would be fe injurious toallprodudions, 
and fo deftruftive to the Slaves employed, that it 
w'oujd, be in vain to attemf^ Miy plantations there. 
The intfermediate %acc between the mountains 
. the fea*cdafcs . os f ofe^ extrerncly dryj but 
at .diffeteitt idiftaoCi^- it n intt^perfed with 
valjey% ,hiil?. andpkinsi where it- plainly appears 
that the Indians plated their maize, and the Spa- 
nferdfi bred thek cattfe; . j It hiay be prefumed that 
th;^e,Jfipd4, properly. rnariaged, would yield a- 
. kf ^cottORs co^, cocoa, and indigo 5 
ani^ lO whkrh daeiEngiilh do not feem hitherto 
to p8,id'tf»'oper a«£entiod. But thefe riches 
are npf fujifeitent to make any colony flouriih in 
the cffe6t this at- 
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Thovoh this commodityis cultivated all arottad * 
the ifland of Jamaica, it is more parciculasiy ft> on 
the j'outhern coafl:, which tlic Spaniards inhabited, . 
and where their conquerors have multiplied more 
than in any other part. Their inducement was a 
fafe and commodious harbour,- which can contain a ; 
thoufand menofv^rar. This ineftimable advantage 
laid the foundation of Port Royal, which, though 
it ftands on fandy ground that affords none of the 
neceffaries of life, nor even frelh water, became a 
famous city in kfs than thirty years. Thislplen- 
dour was owing to a conftant and quick circula- 
rlon of trade, formed by the commodities of the 
ifland, thc^ captures of the free-booters, and the 
contraband trade carried on with the continent. 

There have been few cities in the world, where 
the thirft of wealth and pleafures had united more 
opulence and more corruption. 

Nature in one moment deftroyed this beautiful 
appearance. The Iky, which was clear and Icrene, rjre^**'** 
at once grew obfciired and red; a rumbling noife 
was heard under ground, f|>rcading from the moun- thUcu»{f 
tains to the plain? tlie rocks were fplit? hills that trpfae. 
v/erc at a great diftance came ciofe togetlier; in- 
feftious lakes appeared on the fpots where whole 
mountains had been fwallowed up ; whole planta- 
tions were removed feveral miles from the place 
where they flood ? enormous chafms were opened, 
from whence gufhed out large columns of water 
that corrupted the air? many habitations difap- 
pcared, being cither funk into the caverns of the 
earthj or overturned. The fea was foon covered 
with trees, which the earth had thrown up, or the 
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‘ ^i^ds bloWji a'^lty'. irtiiirtefen tJtotifandlives were 
,loft by this dreadful earthquake, and three thoufarid 
' by a <;onta|giious diftcrnper fhdt brokeout foon after, 
it is faid’ that fi^e this cataftophe of the 7th of 
June 16512^ the climate of Jamaica is not fo fine> 
the fky not fo clear, nor the IbU fo :^itf\il,, as it 
was before. The ipiountains arc not fb high, and 
ifland is lower than it was. It is affirmed that 
moll of the wells can be reached with ropes Ihorter 
by two or three feet than were require! before this 
terrible "event*' a monument of riie fragility of 
conqucllj' Which fliould have taught the Europeans 
not to tmft to the pofieffion of a world that trem- 
bles under iheir fecti and feems to flip out of their 
rapacious hands. 

In this gener^ overthrow. Port Royal was over- 
flowed and deftroyed} dl thelhips in the road 
were lhattered to pieces, or thrown to a confidera- 
able dillance upon djry land. But this city was too 
' advantageoufly fituated' to be abandoned. The • 
people had fcarce recovered from their confterna- 
tion, when they endeavoured to rebuild the town 
upon its ruins. . But thefe labours were friutiefs. 
The riling walls were again blown down by a hurri- 
cane. Port Royal, likejcrulhlem, could never be 
rebuilt; The earth feemcdnnly digged to fwallow 
it up. By a fingutarity which baffles all human 
' efforts and reafonings,. the Only* houfes that are 
• kft Handing after this fubverfion, are fitiiated Upon 
' knarfow flip of landj, which advances feveral miles 
“ into the fta. Thus the land overturns edifices, to 
■“which the inconftpt ocean fufiiilHes as it were a 
■“jfelid foundation. Thefe'few buHdihgs^ which lie 



'4)^n ,to kvafi&n, are:defaMkd-bj^»c>B9^«^ llwti^ft'* 
fbmeJScs in Jkmcrica. . \ : * 

Thb inhabitants of P(M?t Itc^alj 4 ifc>®ika$<i 4 ^J)y 
riiefe r^ated calanaitWji,' ratattrd to 
which is fituated in th<^ ftme bay. .-^By tkek m-r 
duftryand aflivity,' this tsoiwn foon becs^tic a plea- ^ 
fant and flourifhing city, and it is now the center 
of all the trade. If this isjaiot fa cohltdcr^bkas 
it was krcnerly at l^orc j^yal>. it is becauk :.the 
colony has not now the dame conneHknsahnoad. 
The new lawait lay too mnch expofed to! feiare the 
merchants from all tincafinefs. lx is. but within 
thefe few years that it iMs.been funotiinded with 
works able to dt^d it frominfnlt. 

Yet Kingfton, notwithftanding its progrefs, 
never became the capital of the.kaindf diis title is 
ftill given to St. J^dela Vega, which the Eng- 
' lilh have named Spaniih town. . It is Etuated ibme 
: leagues from the fea, upon the rivCr jGobr^ which, 
though not navigable, ’is the fineft in the illand. 
This was the governor’s rchdence, and the place 
where the general affembly ^nd the coutt&of 
were held. The prinp^al officers atid the richeft 
planters fefided there. This concourfe.of ii^habi- 
tants formed a more ^igreeable .lbcietyr^«re, en- 
livened the place, and inttodue.ed a greater number 
. Qf.convcniencics afld a^higher.degree of luxury. 

. jSuch was theftate of things in 1756} wh^Ad- 
aairal Knowles judged it to be forxheadyantagtmf 
thcxolony, that the mMe«iQe»of the..gQyernnacnt 
> limuldboreinoved tothe^ipoit where thestradewaa 
centra-ed* ,Hk opinion wasacloptedbytheifegdla* 
tlve .bqdykf^fe ifland* whjchM®kcd>te 
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future every thing relative to adminiftxation fhould 
he tranfaded at Kingfton. Perfonal hatred againft 
the pi'ojcdor of this planj the harflinefs of the 
meafuresbe employed to carry it into execution; 
the attadimcnt moft people arc apt to take for places 
as well as things j numberlefs private interefts that 
mull neceffarily be affeded by this alteration ; alt 
thefecaufes fuggelled to many pcrlonsunlurmount- 
ablc objedions to a plan, •which was, indeed, li- 
able to fome inconvcniencies, but was founded on 
unanfwerable reafons, and attended with great ad- 
vantages. - The promoters of the new fyftem,, on 
their fide, fupported it with a contemptuous haugh- 
tinels. This oppofiiion of fentiipcnts produced two 
parties} and the animofity befiween them, which 
was violent at firft, ftill continues to incrcafe. Thefe 
divi/ions arc fufficient to inflame the whole colony. 
But it has much more to fear from a number of 
ferocious enemies, fixed in the center of the ifland, 
by whom it is inceffantly threatened. 

Whin the Spaniards were compelled to cede 
Jamaica to the Englifh, they left there a number 
of negroes and mulattoes, who, tired of their fla- 
very, took a refolution to retire into the mountains, 
there to prei'erve that liberty which they had reco- 
vered by the expulfioii of tlieir tyrants. Having 
entered into fome agrcmients neceflary to preferve 
their union, they planted maize and cocoa in the 
moft inaccCffibie places of their retreat. But 
the impoflibility of fubfifting dll harveft, oblig- 
ed them to come down into the plain, to pill^e 
for fuftenance. The conquerors bore this plunder 
the more impatiently, as they had nothing to fpare, 
and. declared war againft them. Many were maf- 
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IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 55? 

facred; thegreatcrpartfubmittedj and only fifty * * 

or fixty fled back to the rock$, there to live prdie 
in freedom. 

Policy, which- fees every thing* but is never 
moved by companion, thought it necelTarj’ utterly 
to exterminate or reduce this handful of fugitives, 
who hadefcaped from flavery or carnage i but the 
troops, who were dther perilhing or exhaufted 
with fatigue, were averfc from this deftrufkive 
feheme, which muft have occafioned the efFufion 
of more blood. It was therefore dropt, for fear 
of a revolt. This condefeenfion was attended with 
fatal conl’equences. All the flaves grown defperate 
by the hardftiips they underwent, or the dread of ‘ 
punifliment, foon fought an afylum in the woods, 
where they were lure of nteeting with ctMnpanions 
ready to afllfl: them. The number of fugitives in- 
creafed daily. In a fliort time they deferred by 
troops, after having maff^red their mailers, and 
plundered and fet fire to the habitations. In vain 
were aftive partizans fent out againft themi to 
whom a reward of 900 Hvres* was offered for. the 
head of every negro rhey Ihould bring. This fe- 
verity produced no alteration, and die defertion 
only became the more general. 

The rebels grew more daring as their numbers 
increafed. Till the year 1 690, they had only fled j 
but, when they thought themfclvcs ftrong enough 
to attack, they fell upon the Englifh plantations 
in feparate bands, and committed horrid ravages. 

In vain were they driven back to their mountains 
with lofsi in vain were forts eroded and garrifoned 

•39I. 71. 6d. 

A a 3 an 



HISTOHV 'Of SirfTLElSIENTS ' AND TR ADB 

at projper difrancjes, to |ifeVent their inroads? not^ 
Withftanding aii this cxpence, and thefe prccau™ 
tions, they renewed their depredations from time 
t6 time. The refentmcnt which the violation of 
the rights of nature by barbarous policy excited in 
thefe blatks, infpired them with fuch fury, that 
the white people who had bought them, in order, 
as they faid, to cut off the root of the evil, re-f' 
folved, in 1735, employ all the forces of the 
colony, to de'ltroy ajuftly implacable enemy. 
Immediately the military laws took place of 
all civil government- All the colonifts formed 
thcmfclvcs into regular bodies of troops. They 
marched towards the rebels by different roads. 
One party undertook to attack the town of 
Nauny, which the blacks themfclves had built in 
the Blue mountains. With cannon, a town built 
without regularity and defended without artillery, 
was foon deftroyed ? but the fuccefs of the other 
enterprifes was frequently doubtful; fometinn s at- 
tended with much lofs. The flaves, more elated 
by one triumph than difeouraged by \en defeats, 
were proud of confidering their former tyrants 
merely as enemies they were to contend with. If 
they were beaten, they had at lead fome revenge. 
Their blood was at lead mixed with that of their 
barbarous mafters. They rufhed againfl: the fword 
of the European, to plunge a dagger into his bread. 
At laft, overpowered by numbers, or by the dex- 
terity of their antagonifts, the fugitives intrenched 
themfclves in inacceffiblc places, where they dif- 
peried in fmall bands, fully determined never to 
Ilir out; apd well affured that they fliould never be 

conquered. 



.. ,IN,T.HE EAST AND WEST INDIES. • 

conquered. At length, after various battles and ® 
excurfions, that lafted nine months* the EnglHh 
gave up all thoughts of fubduing them. 

Thus, fooner or later, will any people, made 
deiperate by tyranny, or the opprefllon of conque- 
rors, always get the bettp of numerous and weil- 
difciplihed armiesi if they have but refcilution 
enough to endure hunger rather than the yoke; 
to die rather than live in bondage; and, if they 
chufe, rather to fee their nation extind than en- 
flaved. Let them abandon the field to the multi- 
tude of troops; to the train of war; to the difplay 
of provifions, ammunition, and hofpitals; let them 
retire into the heart of tlie mountains, without « 
baggage, without covering, without ftores; na- 
ture will provide for them and defend them. There 
let them remain for years, rill the climate, idlenefs, 
and intemperance, havedeftroyed thofe fwarms of 
foreign invaders, who have no booty to expect, nor 
any laurels to gather- Let them now and then 
pour down upon tliem, like the tonxnts of their 
own mountains, furprife them in their tents, and 
ravage their outlines. Laftly, let them defpife the 
opprobrious naines of robbers and murderers, 
which will be lavilhed upon them by people 
bafe enough to arm themfeives againft a handful 
of huntfmen, and weak enough to be unable to 
conquer them. 

Such was the conduft of the blacks wjth the 
Englifh. Thefe, v/earv of excurfions and frultlcfs 
armaments, fell into univerfal delpbndcncy. The 
pooreft among them would not venture to accept 
the lands wliich the government oiFered them in 
‘ ‘ A a 4 the 
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the vicinity of tlicnjonntains. Even the fettlcments 
at a greater difbnce from thcfe formidable (laves* 
were negkfleid or forfaken. Many parts of the 
ifland, which from their appearance, feemed likely 
to become the moft fruitfril, were left in their 
rude ftatC} and the woods and thickets, with 
which they were covered, becajne the terror of the 
irdiabirants, by affording a retreat to the rebels, 
who were now inured to war, 

Ifr this fiiuation was the colony, when Trelaw- 
ney was appointed governor. This prudent and 
humane commander was fcnfible, that a fet of 
men, who for near a century paft lived upf>n wild 
fruits, went naked, and expofed to the inclemency 
of the W'eathcr} who, ever at war with an aflail- 
ant frronger than themfelves and better armed, 
never ceafed fighting for the defence of their li- 
berty j that fuch a fet of men woyld never be fub- 
dued by open force. He, therefore, had recourfe 
to pacific overtures. He offered them not only 
lands to cultivate, which Ihould be their own pro- 
perty, but likewife iiberiy and independence. It 
was agreed that they Ihould enjoy thefe privileges 
under chiefs, who, though chofen by thernl'elves, 
fljould frill hold their commifflonsof the governor 
the illand, and aft under his direftion. This 
plan, unheard-of before among negroes, was ac- 
cepted, and the -treaty concluded in 1738, to the 
joy of both parties. It feemed to promife a lading 
tranquillity} but there was a circumftance in the 
ftipulatioQ which laid the foundation of future dif- 
turbances. 
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While Trelawncy was ftcgociatingthisaccomrti&^ * xiv 
dation in the name of the crown, the general aflTem- 
bly of the colony had propofed their fcparatc plan 
to the independent negroes. This was, that they 
fhould engage to harbour no more fugitive llaVcs, 
on condition that a ftipulated fum fliould be pSid 
them for every fuch deferter, whom they Ihould 
inform againft, or bring back to the colony. This 
agreement, repugnant to httmanityi has certainly 
not been religioufly obferved. The parties have 
mutually accufed each other of dllhonefty. The 
negroes, but ill- paid in thisfhameful compaft,havc 
feveral times begun their ravages afrcfli. 

Whether Bred by their example, or exalpe- 
rated at the ill-ulage they met with, the negro 
flaves refolved to be freq likewife. While the 
flames of war kindled in Europe were jp, reading in 
America, thefe miferable men agreed, in 1760, 
to take up arms all in one day, murder their ty- 
rants, and feize upon the government. But their 
impatience for liberty difconccrted the unanimity 
of the plot, by preventing the timely execu- 
tion of it. Some of the confpirators ftabbed 
their mailers, and fet fire to their houfes before the 
appointed time; but finding themfelves unable to 
refift the whole force of the ifland, which their 
premature exploit had collected in a moment, they 
fled to the mountains. From this impencirable rc- 
cefs they were inccflantly making deftruftive in- 
roads. The Englilh, in their diftrels, were re- 
duced to folicit the afliftance of the wild negroes, 
whofe dependence they had been obliged to ac- 
Jcnowlcdge by a folemn treat)'. They even bribed 
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" th^?®b and promifqd ja certain fum for every flaye 
tbey fti|oyldkiil.w«h.t^ T^ofe bafe^ 

i^ricans, UQWor^y of the liberty they had recp- 
vered^ wpre npt alhamed to feU tfie blood of their 
brci;lu'en.:, they puriuetl. them an^lsillcdmany of^ 
thpro by fprprifej At laft the conlpirators, 
weakened and betrayed by their own nation^ re- 
ipa^oed a Iprig tinw hlent and inadive. 

THE.5<pr^piracy was thought to he effed\jally 
extinguidied* when it broke out again with re- 
<h>ubled fury. The. numbers had increafed by 
deferters fropni the feyeral plantations. The regu- 
lar troops, the miliua, and a large body of failors^ 
all inarched in .purfuit of the flayes; they fought 
and beat them in feveral fkirmifliesj many were 
iljiin, or taken prifoners, and the reft djfperfcd into 
^le woods and rocks. All the prifoners were ftiot, 
hanged, or burnt, , Thofc who were fuppofed to 
be the chief pronaoters of the confpiracy, were 
tied to gibbets, and there left to perifti flowly, 
expofed to the fcorching fun of , the torrid ?one; a 
far more painful and terrible death than that 
of being burnt alive. Yet their tyrants enjoyed 
the torments of thefe niiferabie wretches, whofe 
only crime was an attempt to recover by revenge 
tlvofe rights of which avarice and inhumanity had 
deprived them, 

'The meafures that ^^re taken to prevent fu- 
ture infurrecl.ions, werp dilated by the fame fpirit 
of barbarity. A daye is whipped in the public 
|jlat;?s if he plays at any game whatfoeveri if ^e 
pr.efumes to go or to fell any thing^V^ 

. ipilk or filh. tfe c^ot ftir out of his maker’s 
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pjantatian, unlefs attcnded*by.a,,w^.nfl^»ifl^s,->»|jg^*^ ; 
with an exprefspermiffion in.,writi9g<! 
a drum, or makes life of!apy^o)c^ noify inftru.*: 
ment, his mafter is condemned to pay a penalty;a£.' 

22J livres*. Thus dQ ,th?, who.a^e f§; . 

jedous of' their own Ubeffty, fport with thaj oft 
other men, To this excefs of barbarity the negm , 
trade mull neceffarily have,broughahefeufaipers,. 

Such is the progrefs of injufticeand violensef T^j.i 
conquer tlieNew world, its inhabitants muftdoubtr . 
iefs have been flaughtered, To replace them, ne- 
groes rnuft be bought, as they alone are. able to. 
endure the climate and the labours of; America* 

To remove thefe Africans from their native cquUt 
try, who were deftgned tq, cultivate the land with- 
out having any poffefiions in it, it was necq%y; to, 
feize them by force, and make them flayes. To, 
keep them in fubjection, they muft be treated with 
feverity. To prevent- their revolt, the natural 
confequence of feverity and fervitude, dwfc men, 
whom we have made defperate,^ mud be rdlraincd 
by capital pmjifhments, by hjird ufage, and atro- 
cious laws. ' - 

But cruelty itfclf has a period in its own 
ftruftive nature. In an inftant it may ceafe, Aq 
enemy who fhould be lb fortunate as to land at Jar 
maica, would foon convey arms to thefe men, wlvp, 
are full of rancour againft their oppreffop, ahd 
only wait a favourable opportunity to rife againll 
them. The French, not confidering that the rc- 
yolt of the blacks in one colony would, prqbaWy 
ppcafion it in all the red, will hallcn fuck % tWltte 
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don in time of war. The Englifti, finding them*' 
felves between two fires, will be difmayedj their 
ftrength and courage will fail them; aiid Jamaica 
will fall a prey to flaves and conquerors, who will 
contend for dominion vdth frelh enormities. iSuch 
is , the train of evils thi^t injuftice brings along with 
it! It attaches itfelf toman fb clofely, that the 
jconnedion cannot be difiblvcd but by the fword. 
Crimes beget crimesj blood isprodudivc of blood j 
And the earth becomes a perpetual feene of de- 
Iblation, tears, mifery and afflifdon, where fucccfllve 
generations rife to embruc their hands in blood, 
to tear out each other’s bowels, and to lay each 
Other in the dull. 

Thb lofs of Jamaica, however, would be a heavy 
one for England. Nature has placed this ifland at 
the entrance of the gulph of Mexico, and made it 
a kind of key to that rich country. All fhips going 
from Carthagena to the Havannah, are obliged to 
pafs by its coafts; it is more within reach of the 
fcveral trading ports on the continent, than any 
other .ifland; the many excellent i^jads with which 
it is furrounded, facilitate the launcliing of men of 
war on all fides of the ifland. Thefe feveral ad- 
vantages are balanced by fome inconveniences. 

If it is eafy to get at Jamaica by the trade-winds, 
by taking the Icfs Antilles, it is not fo eafy to get 
out, whether we go through the ftreights of Ba- 
hama, or determine for the leeward paflage. 

Thi firft of thefe two ways gives the full advan- 
tage of the wind for two hundred leagues ; but as 
foon as Cape St. Anthony is doubled, we meet the 
fame wind againfl: us that before was favourable : 
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fo that more time is loft than was gained} artd there , 
is allb a rifque of being taken by the guarda-o^^ 
of the Havannah. This dan^r is fucceeded by 
another, which is the fhoals on’ the coaft of Flo- 
rida, towards which the winds and currents drive 
with great violence. The Elizabeth, ah Englifti 
man of war, would infallibly have been loft there 
in 1746, had not Captain Edwards ventured into 
the Havannah. It was during the height of the 
war, and the port belonged to the enemy. 
“ I come," faid the captain to the governor, ** to 
deliver up my fhip, my Tailors, my foldicrs, and 
" myfelf, into your hands} I only alkthe lives of 
** my men.” “ Iwill not be guilty of anydilhonour- 
“ able aftion,” replied the Spanilh commander. 
** Had we taken you in fight, in openfea, or upon 
our coafts, your Ihip would have been ours, and 
** you would have been our prifoners. But as you 
are overtaken by a ftorm, and are driven into 
** this port from the fear of being Ihipwreckcd, 
“ I do and ought to forget that my nation is at war 
** with yours. You arc men, and fo are WC} you 
arc in diftrefs, and have a right to our pity. You 
*• are at liberty to unload arid refit your vclTei } 
“ and if you want it, you may trade in this port 
“ to pay your charges } you may then ^ away, 
** and you will have a pafs to carry you fafe bc- 
** yond the Bermudas. If after this you are taken, 
you will be a lawful prize; but at this ihomcat, 
** I fee in Engliftimen, only ftrangers for whom hu- 
“ manity claims our afliftance.” It is in this in- 
ftance that wc difeoVer Spanilh genefofity. 
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^ T«e" other way h attended withj no fefs difficoky 

-and'danger. ’ It temiinates^ata fmaU ifland, that 
the Englifh call Crocked iflandi which lies eighty 
‘leigties off jMnaica. Ships' that come this way 
' muft commohiy ftiwe againft 'die eafterly wind 
! idicemighthe whole palJagc, coaft along dofe nnder 
;d 3 ti.. Domingo, in order to- keep clear of the flats 
rt)f Cuba, and then pals die freights, between the 
: Taints of thef^’two gyeat iflands. Where it- is very 
-difficult to efcapc bebg intercepted by their pri- 
vateers or their men of war. ,The navigators 
' coming from the Lucays do not rnect with thefe 
' -obftru&ions. 

s^rttemfnt These iflahd's, the firft which Columbus difeo- 
tih « vered in America, are four or five hundred in num- 

E lum*"' them are no more than rocks juft 

iiUds. ' above water. Some were inhabited by lavages, 
who were all fent to perilh in the mines of St. 
Domingo, l^fot one of them Jiad a fingk inliabi- 
-tant in 167 a, when: the Englifli landed a few men 
on that called Providence, who were all deftroyed 

■ by the Spaniards I’even or eight years after. This 
difafterdid notdeterotherEnglilhmenfromfettling 
there in 1690. They had fcarce built 160 houfes, 

■ when the French and Sp^iiards jointly attacked 
•them in 1703, deftroyed their plantations, and 
-xarried-Joff their negroes. The coionifts, difeou- 

taged by the total lols of their fubftance, m«oved 
,-to other places tofcck employment, and were ftfe- 
- 'cceded by pirates of their nation^ who, after escer- 
• cifihjg their piracies on the coafb of Africai'in the 
remoteft fcas of Alia, and chrcfly iathckiutiiajdeiof 
North- America, found a fafe and commodious re- 
treat 
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treat in the ifland. Here they feoiitiiined for a long 
tinie, infulting even the Britilh Bag -^rith impunity, 
till 6eorge I. roufed by the clamours of his peo- 
' pie, and the wifhes of his parliament, in rfip, 
fitted out a fullicient force to fiibdue them. The 
greater part accepted the proffef’ed amnefty, and 
incrcafed the colony which Woods Rogers brought 
•with him from Europe, 

It may now confift of 3000 pcflbnsj half of 
whom are fettled at Brovidencc, and the reft dif- 
perfed in the. other iflands. Accuftomed to live 
upon plunder, they retained too much of their 
fomner difpofitionsj and this accounts for the 
negligent and languid ftate of their agriculture > 
though the variety of their foil is a conftant incen- 
tive to their induftry, their ambition, and even 
their caprices. It is v’ell known, that, in general, 
it is not fertile} but Acre are paits’ fufficicntly rich 
to infure the profperity of a greater population- 
Thefe ifiands, which for want of produAioiis have 
hitherto been ufelefs to Qreat-Britain, may in time 
be ferviccable From their fituarioh, if not -by 'their 
trade. 

The Luca^i-s, which on one fide arc feparathd 
from Florida only by the channel of Bahama, form 
on the other a long chain, which terminates nearly 
at the point of Cuba. There fbme other iflands, 
•called Caicos, and Turits iftand, lately brought 
under the yoke of the Englifli navy, begin} and 
which cohtiriue the chain as far as the mrddle’of 
thehorthern coaft of St, t)omingo. Between thefe 
levCTal iflands, there are five paffa^s forfirlh-fate 
'fliipsr Turk’s ifland, and the great Caicos, have 

lately 
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lately been fortified by the EnglHh, fo that th^ 
ifFord a good anchorage, and jifafe retreat to theif 
privateers, and command the narrow channel, which 
divides them from St. Domingo., By this means 
moft of the fliips coming from that rich ifland muft 
fall into the hands of the Englilh. tf thefe have 
not built any forts on the other iflands, it is bccaufo 
they think the fuperiority of their manoeuvres is 
fufficient without this alBftance, to intercept this 
paflage to the Ihips of their rivals. They are not 
fo fanguine in their expectations with regard to 
Bermudas. 

This clufter of iflands, diftant about 300 leagues 
from the Antilles, was difeovered in 1527, by the 
Spaniard John Bermudas, who gave them his name, 
but did not land there. Never had this group of 
ifiands been inhabited by any human being, when 
fixty Englifhmen landed there in 1 6 1 2. The popu- 
lation increafed confiderably, becaufe the advan- 
tages of the climate were greatly exaggerated. In- 
habitants reforted thitlier from the Antilles for the 
recovery of their health} and from tlie northern 
colonies, to enjoy their fortune in peace. Many 
royalifts retired there in expcclation of the death 
of their oppreflbr Cromwell, Waller, among the 
reft, that charming poet, who was an enemy to 
that tyrannical deliverer, crofted thefeas, and ce- 
lebrated thofe fortunate iflands, infpired by the in- 
fluence of the air, and the beauty of the country, 
which are always favourable to the poet. He im- 
parted his enthufiam to the fair fcx. The Englilh 
ladies never thought themlclves handljbmc or well 

dreflhd. 
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Breffed, tuilcfsthcy had fmaU Bermuda hats fftade ® ^ 

With p^alm leaves^ ' ,'• v w 

But at laft the charm was bmlcTO^ fell 
iflands fell into thit Contempt which their inlig- 
hificance deferved. They are Mity numerous, and 
their whole Compos is but fix or fcveh leagues; 

The foil is vefy indifferenti and there is not a Angle 
fpring to water it. There is rto water to drink but 
what is taken ffO|n TWfcHs and mforvbmi. Maizej 
vegetables, and excellent fruits^ aSbrd plenty of 
wholefome food j but they have no fupeffluous 
commodities for exportation i yet chance has col- 
Icfted under diiS pure ind temperatfe fley; four or 
five thoufand inhabitants j jpoorj but happy in being 
unobferved. They have no outward coanc<aions 
except by fome Aiips pafling fwxn the northern to 
the fouthern coloniesi whidxfomeiames ftop to take 
tefreihments in thefe peaceful ifiands. 

Some attempts hay? been made to improve the 
fortunes of thefe people by iaduftry; #dt has been 
wifoed that they would cry to cultivate filk} then 
cochineal; and, laftly, that feyvrould plant vine- 
yards. But thefe pit^efts havc-boep only feugjit 
of. Thefe iflanders, cohfuiting thtar o^n happi- 
nefs, have confined their fedentarp arts to the weav- 
ing of fails. This majmfo£ture^ fo w^ll adapted to 
plain and moderate men, grows daily more Imd 
more flourifoing. 

For upwards of a cenmey pafe# foips Hlye alfo 
been built at the Bermudas, that ace not to be 
equalled for fwiftnefs and durabknefs; and ace in 
great requeft, cfpecially by pirates. They are 
made of a kind of cedar, called by the French 

Vot. IV, B b Acajou. 
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* XIV Acajou. It hath been tried to imitate them at 
Jamaica and in the Bahama iilands, where then: 
were plenty of materials, trhich v^re grown fcarce 
and in the old docks; but thele fhips are, and 
muft be far inferior m their models. 

The principal inhabitants oftheBcrmtida iflands 
have formed a fociety in 1765 , the ftatutes of which 
are, perhaps, the moft relpedable monument that 
ever dignified humainity. Thele virtuous citizens 
Iia;^ engaged themfolves to form a library of all 
books of hiilbahdry,. in whatever language they 
hare been written; to procure to all capable per- 
fons of both foxes, an employment fuitable to their 
difpofition ; to bellow a reward on every man who 
has introduced into the colony any new art, or con- 
trilnited to the improvement of any one already 
known; to give a penfion to every daily workman, 
who, after having alliduoufly continued his labour, 
and maintained a good charaiftef for forty years, 
fliaii not have been able to lay by a ftock fufficient 
to allow him to pals his latter days in quiet j and 
laftly, to indemnify cveiy inhabitant of Bermuda, 
who fhall have been oppreffed either by the mi- 
nifter or the magiftrate. 

Mav thefe advantage ever be preforved to thefo 
iaduftrious, though indigent people; happy in their 
labour and in their poverty, which keeps their 
morals untainted! They enjoy in a ftate of inno- 
cence the benefits bf a pure and forene Iky. The 
poifon of luxury has never infefled them. They 
are not themfoives addi^cd to envy, nor do they 
excite it in others. The rage of ambition and war 
b extinguifoed upon thor coalts, as the ilorms of 

the 
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thfe ocean that furround them at« hi^kcn. iThe » o o x 
virtuous man would willingly crofs the toen* 
joy the fight of Aeir frugality. They arc totally 
unacquainted with what pailes in the part of the 
World we live in; and it will be happy for them to 
remain in their ignorance. 

England drew from all her fiourifliing colonies 
only a fufficient quantity of fugar for her 6wnH:on- 
fumption j part of the coffee and cotton ihewintedi 
but neither cocoa^ nor indigo. The late war^ by 
extending her empire in the hfew worldi has en- 
riched her Commerce with Ibme additional articles 
of exportation. 

At the head of hernew ,acquifitions ffaods the Tb.t 

ifland of Tobago, which meafures about thirty 
leagues round, It is not* as moff of the other 
Caribbee iflands, full of barren rocks*, or Mn whole- S,? 
fomemoraffes. Plains of confiderahie tattent, and 

without any inequalities*, are here .crowned with pted by the 
hills, whofe gentle afeent is every ; where frt for 
cultivation. Prom thefe hills flpw innumerable 
fprings; moft of which feetn ptirpoWy intended 
to turn the lugar-mills. the.ibii, which is fome- 
times Tandy, is confl^tly black and deep. There 
are fafe and commodious harbours sUong the north 
and weft fides of the ifland, which is not expoled. 
to thofe dreadful hurricanes that are fo deftruiftiyc 
in other parts. Poflihly, it, owes this ineifimable 
advantage to the vicinity of^-the continent. 

Tobago has formerly been exceedingly popur^ 
lous, ifwemaycredir tradltioni but its authority 
is rather doubtful. The 'inhabitants long wTth- 
ftood the fierce and frequent attacks of thefavages 
B b 2 fro^ 
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book from the continent, whp ycre ftubborn and irrc- 
> j concileablc enemies. At Icn^th^ wearied out with 
thefe which, were mcelian^^^ renewed, they 

difpcrfed into the adjacent ilHands. 

That which they h^d foxfaken ky open to in- 
vaGon . from Europe, when two huniked natives of 
Tleffingcu Wded there in 1632, to % the foun- 
dation of a Dutch c^opy. The neighbouring In- 
diani jwncd wij^ tljic Spa^^s of Trinity ifland, 
to oppofe. an cftabli&ment that gave miibrage to 
both;' Whpey^r at^mptcd to Ilop their fury, was 
murdered or taken priibheri. arid the few who 
efcaped into the woods foon deferted the ifland. 

B'or. twenty years die Dutch forgot a fetdement 
which was only noted for the difafters of its origin. 
In 1 6^4, a freih colony was fem there, which was 
driven away in 1666. Tl^e Englilh were foon de- 
prived id this rionqu^ by the French j but Lewis 
XIV. fatisfied with having, con^uiered it, reftored it 
to his ally the r^ubiictof Wollarid. This fetde- 
ment lucceeded -.pt^^bfttcr tjhan the other colonies 
of that commercial riadbri that were engaged in 
agriculture. The motives diat determine fo many 
perfops from other "countries to go to America, 
ought never to have influericed the Dutch, Their 
‘ ©Wp country affords , every polpble advantage for 
ifradcj and they have no need to go abroad to make 
dieir fortune. A'h^py toleration, purchafed like 
liberty, with rivrirs of blood, hath at length 
left the confciencM of all men freej fo that no re- 
ligibusfcfuples can induce timorous minds to banifli 
themfelves from theirnativc country. The govern- 
ment make* fuch ample provifion for the relief and 

employment 
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employment of the poor, that none are driven by • ^ 

defpair to go and clear a foreign land wHfoh ufoally * " " yW 
deftroys the firfl: cultivators. iTobago, thcffiffolt, 
never had more tliaii ijoo men, employ^ ip the 
culture of a little tobacco, cotton and indigo, and 
of fix fogar plantations. 

The colony was confined to diisi foi^ty exertion 
of induftry, When it was attadb^dby tfiev^famc 
nation that had reftorcd it to its former rights of 
poffeffion and pro^ty. ^ themohth of Tebmary 
1677, a Frenth ffcctj dfeftltied to feifec o^n To- 
bago, fell in witb the Dntch fleet that w4s fent 
out to oppofc this CTpedition. Th^ e'nga^d in 
the very road of the iftand, which became famous . 
from this memorable action In an age abounding 
with great events. The obflinacy and valour on 
bothfides was fuch, that the figM fffil contihued, 
when every fhip was difmafted, aftd^ unrigged, and 
no failofs left to work them. The er^%emeht did 
not ceafe till twelve vdSels^wereli^rn^' aPd a great 
number funk. The jailers loft the feweft men, 
and the defendants kept pbifiifliOri'Of the ifland. 

But d’Eftrees, who was determined to take it, 
landed there the fame year in the month of Decem- 
ber. There was then nd fleet to obftruft or retard 
his progrefs. A bomb thrown from his camp, 
blew up their powder magazine. This prdved, as 
it generally does, Adecifive ftroke; and the enemy, 
unable to refill:, forrendOred;. at difcretion. The 
conquerors availed themfelves to the utmoft of the 
right of war : not content with razing the fortifica- 
tions, they burnt the plantations, feized upon all 
^hc fiiips in the harbour, and tranfported the inha- 
B b 3 bitants 
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bitants from the The conqueCt of this place 

was fecured to France by the peace that foqn 
followed ftn a£tion, in which defeat was attended 
with no mkrlcs of difgracc* add victory with no 
advantage 

The court of Verfaflles negledlcd this important 
jfland to fuch a degree, as not to fehd a fihgle man 
thither. Perhaps, in the . intoxication of falfe 
graftdeuy, they beheld with indifference whatever 
was merely ufeful. They even entertained an un- 
favourable opinion of Tobago, and imagined it 
was only a barren rock. This error gained ground 
from the behaviour of the French, who, finding 
themfeives too numerous at Martinico, went over 
to the iflandaof St, Lucia, St, Vincent, and Domi- 
nica, . Thefe were precarious poffeUiohs, and whole 
foil was of an indifferent quality. Could they pof- 
fibly have been preferred to an ifland where tite 
land was better, and the property inconteftablc ? 
Such was the reafoning pi* a government, which 
was not then fufficiently enlightened concerning 
the trade and plantations of the colonies, to difeern 
the true motives of this diflike the fubjefts had to 
Tobago, 

Am infant colony, elpeciidly when it is founded 
with flender means, cannqt fubfxft without imme- 
diate afftftaiice. It cannot make any progrefs but 
in proportion as it finds confumption for its firft 
. produ^ions. Thefe are generally pf a common 
fort, are not worth the expences of exportation m 
any di’ilance, and, therefore, will fcarce fell but 
in the neighbourhood, and ought infenfibly, and 
by moderate profits, to lead to the undertaking of 
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thofe great cultures which are the ofcged oC con^* 
merce between Europe and lUjf»!rard 
ButTobagowastoo remote from rficFrencH let^- 
ments, to attra<2: inhabitants by fuch a gradation 
fuccefs. Lefs, fruitful iflands, that were nearer to 
their refources, were pr^iri’ed. 

The low coiv^itiofl into which i{,>w^s ^len did 
not ptcvent h from attr^ng du:, iatteation of 
England. That proud ifland, whkh thm|;s hcrfclf 
the queen of all others bcbaufe fhe k the moil 
flourilhing, pretended to have an undoubted rig^ 
to that of Tobago, becaufe iLhad once been in 
her pofleflion for fiat months, Heit; forces have 
confirmed herpreteniionsj and the peace of 1763, 
has juftificd the fuccefs of her- arnuf, by ceding tq 
her a pofleflion, which flie will turn to better ac- 
count than the French ever did. 

Almost all the fcttlemcnts in the Antilles hav^ 
proved fatal to tlie firft colonifb^ who ading by 
chance in times of little experience, without the 
concurrence of the mod»er-country, committed 
perpetual blunders. Their avidity Would not fuffer 
them to follow the method of the natives, who, to 
abate the influence of a cpnftanf fcorching fun, 
ufed to feparate the fmall parcels of land which 
they were forced to clear, with large ipaces co-. 
vered with trees and lhady thickets, Thefe,fava- 
ges, inftruded by experience, fixed their dwellings 
in the middle of the woods, to prefe.'‘ve themfelvcs 
from the quick and dangerous exhalations of a 
ground newly turned up, , 

The deflroyers of this prudent: people, being 
too eager after their profits, negleded this method 
B b 4 as 
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as too ftowj and being impatient to cnkivate all. 
precipitately cut down whole feresfts^ Thick va- 
pours immediately arofe from ^ g^nd, which 
Was heateti^ for the fifft time, by the rays of the 
fun, Thcfc inereafed as the c^h was ftirred up 
for fowingand planting, Thcit maligntmt particles 
infmuated Amfelves into every pore, and every 
organ of thc hufta^dmim i Who, by labour, 
was conftantly kept in a ppofiile per^irapon. The 
circulation of the fluids Was ftopped, all the vifccra 
were dilated, the body fwelled, the ftomach could 
no longer perform its functions, and death enfued, 
Thofe who efcaped dicfe peftilential influences by 
day, loft their lives by fleeing in huts haftily run 
up upon a freih foil, where' vegetation was too 
adive, and fo unwhoie&me that It confumed the 
men before it could nouri£h the plants, 

Brom thele obfervacions it appears, that the 
following Would be the beit plan which coakl be 
purfued in the eftabli£b*mg of a New colony. At 
our firft arrival, it fhould be obferved yrhat winds 
are moftpiyvalent in the Archipelago of America, 
and it will be found that they blow regularly from 
the fouth-eaft and north-eaft, If we were at li- 
berty to chufe, arid rnet with no bbftaclefrom the 
nature of the ^ound, we Ihould take care not to 
fix ofl the leeward flde, left the wind Ihould be 
continually bring^g to us the vapours of the new- 
tillcd grounds, and infkh from the exhalations of 
the new plantations, a piece of lan4 that might 
have been purified in time. Our colony Ihould, 
therefore, be founded on the windW'ard fide of 
whatever country we mean to cultivate, Firll, all 

6 the 
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h^itAciojb fhould be btiilc in xh^ and 
fiot a tree be fuiei%d to be fejiled i^boMt them. 
nroods am v^holidi:^^^ fibade dhey 

afford^ and tbe cool aii we breailie in them eyeh in 
the heat of the day^ are a prc^ryativfc agaihft that 
cxcelfivc perfpimion, aihlch is' the dcftra^ion of 
moft Europeans, by the dtynefe snki acrimony of 
an inflammable blot^, dcprited of iw. fluid parts. 
Fires fhould be k<:|>t in the htititll nighty to difpcl 
any noxious air that might fcave entered. This 
cuftonfi, which is coiifliantiy praftifed in fome parts 
of Africa, would be as fucte&ful' in America, con- 
fidering the an^ogy bctwefeii the two climates. 

After having taken thcfe precautions, we iriight * 
begin to cut dpWi the wobdsi bUt it flrmild be at 
ieaft'at fifty toifes diftanCe'frtwn the huts. When 
the ground is laid bare, the Haves, ;fliOUl‘d not be 
fent out to their work till ten o’doOk in the morn- 
ing, when the fun has had time to divide the va- 
pours, and the wind to drive them away. The 
four hours loft after fun-rift. Would be fully com- 
penfated by fparing the ftitn^h of the labourers, 
and the preftrvation of the huiuan race. TWs at- 
tention fhould be Continued as long as any lands 
are clearing or fowing;, till die ground was tho- 
roughly purged and fettled; When colonifts 
might be allowed to fix upon it, and b*c employed 
without the leaft apprehenfions at all hours in die 
day. Experience has already juftified the neceffity 
of all theft meafurec* 

The En^ifh having firft fettled on the leeward 
fide of Tobago, they died in great numbers, and 
loft a great number of flaves, though diey all came 
‘ at 
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* ^ fame tioitJ fn^ the neighbouring cdonics. 

w.yl-/ Having acquired, ^knowledge this misfortune, 
they removed to windward, and the- mortality 
ccafed. This fettlement, whidi was to have been 
entered u|>oa immediately after the peace, has 
been greatly retarded, ’becaufe the cuftom that 
prevails in England, of felling the lands of their 
illands, is attended vnth nuiBbeiiefs forms, which 
have delayed the dearihg of them. It was not till 
the year 1766 that' 400,000 acres of land have 
been allotted, divided into lots of 500 acres each. 
A fecond allotment has fince been made j but, in 
both, no one planter has bean allowed topurchafe 
more than one lot. ■'this law has extended to St. 
Vincent aftd Bominicaj with this difference only, 
that in the laft ifland the lots were only of 300 
acres. In all the three acqoifitions, the land has 
fold but for aa* or 2S livres* an acre. One fifth 
of the fum was-p^d down at the timej tenpn' 
eei$t. the two firft years, and afterwards twenty 
cent, till the whole was difcharged. Every 
planteris aifo obliged tb fix a white man and two 
white women upon his plantation tor every hun- 
dred acres he fhall clear. Bht here a difficulty 
occurs. The EngUlh, by putting two. women and 
but one man upon a plantation, bring themfelves 
into the dilemma of either leaving one woman with- 
out a hufband, or giving two wives to the man. 
This is either adifiitting polygamy, which chriftia- 
nity forbidsi or celibacy, which protefiants will 
not allow : for it is not to be fuppofed that in 
America the Englifh will chufe to intermarry with 
^19*. 3d* or aL 6d* 

the 
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the blacks. However this b(^ eveiy pUnter 
^ muft comply with this in]«^i<^^ or formic .45b 
' livres* for every woinan, aod doijbic that fun? for 
cveiy man that is Wf ot^ng, 

NoTwiynsTANoiwo this kind <rf“ rcftraim, the 
tUfpofition of the Engjidi lleavoi no room to doubt, 
but that Tobago wUlemergeiotj^ir hands from the 
utmoft wretchednel^, and rife the greateft degree 
of profperity. At,that braUantperiiq^> it will fur- 
pals all the pofleflions djey have inquired in Ame- 
rica, in the excellence and the abundance of its 
produftions. Tfaofe i^culators who are beft ac- 
quainted with the nature of the foil, and . beft, able 
to judge what it is capable ofproducing in propor- 
tion to its extent^ m^cno fcruple ,i» affirm, that 
the ifland will yield 50,000 hpgflicads of raw fugar 
annually to the mother-cotmtry, befideis other arti- 
cles of lefs value* In Ihort, it will fuipafs Jamaica, 
and increafe the wealth of Granada.^, 

The ifland of Granada lies to leeward of To*- 
bago, is but nine or ten .kagties long, feven broad 
in the widefl; part, and twenty or twenty-two in 
circumference. Its plains are interfered by a few 
mountains of a moderate he^ht,. and a prodigious 
number of .pretty confidcrable fprings. There is 
fo capacious a harbour to leeward, that lixty men 
of war may ride there with cafe, and with fo much 
fafe^^ that they might fa ve themfelves the trou- 
ble of calling anchor. 

Though the French, acquainted with the fer- 
tility of Granada, , had formed, as early as the year 
1638, the projer of fettling there, yet they never 
•ijl. 13s, 9d. 
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* ^ carried it irito cjiiectjtHMj till the year 1651. At 

arrival, they gave a fciir hatchets, fornc. 
fcfiiyes, and a barrel of brandy to the chief of the 
favi^cs they found therci and iina^Wng they had 
purchsdedtfte ifland widi thefe affutned the 

fovereignty, and fpon a£ted as tyrants. The Caribs, 
unable tO contend with idteni by open force, took 
the method which Ireaktjefs always infpires to repel 
bppreffionj they mtntiered ill Whom they found 
alone and defenecleft. The troops that were fent 
to fuppoit the ihfaiit colony, foifnd no fafer or 
more expe^tiouS way than t© deftroy all the na- 
tives. The remainder of thele nilferablc favages 
took refuge upon a fteep rOck, preferring rather 
to throw therdftlVes doWn alive from the top of it, 
than to fall into th# hands Of an implacable enemy. 
The French incoafidefably cafled this rock k mritie 
4 es fimearii the hUl©f tktf leapjtjrs, apd it ftill 
retains that narrie, 

They were jitftly punidied for all th^de cruel- 
ties by a rapacious, violent, and indexible gover- 
hor. MOft of the cnlOnift^ no longer able to en- 
dure his tyranny, fctifcd to liliTtinico, and thofe 
Who remained Oh thii idatnd condemned him to death 
after a fornfjal trial. iH the' whole coUrt of juftice 
^at tried this itdlcroaiit, there was only one man 
who could writsCjWhd Kis natric Was Archangel!. A 
farrier was the pekbn that impeached, Whoi ihftead 
of the fignatnre, fcaled with a hOrfeHioe, and 
Archangel!, who performed the odlcfc of clerk, 
wrote gravely round it: rhdr^Ue de Monfieur At la. 
Bf'ii, confeilW rapptrkur. Mark of Mr. de 
LA Brie, councie for tUX Court. 


It 
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It wm aj^itJjfjidcd that the ciHitt of 
•vrould not ratify this extraordinaiy fehtcnjce> 
with fuch unufuai fijimaiitfes* though di<Si;at^ ;^ 
ccMTimon if of dte j^ges of the crityie, 

and whneffes of the ntecutiem difappeasRed finqin 
Granada. None remained^ «ecjpt diofe whofe 
Obfeurity fereewed thena fwaa thfe purfuit of the 
laws. The eftimahu taken in Ihews, that 
there wete on the ifland no more than %$t white 
people, 53 fnte favages or iliolattoes, and <525 
flaves. The iifeful aninials were reduced to 64 
horfes, and 56$ head of horned catde. The 
whole culture conliflbed <rf three fdantations of 
fugar, arid fifty-two of iodigp. 

The faceof things was mtalfy changed toward^ 
the year 17145 Mjd this 4 t«'adk>ttVas cflefhtd, fey 
Martinico. That tSaad teas then iaymg^^,ftwndir 
tlon of a fplchdour that was to J^ftopilh aliiiatjo®^. 

It fent immenfe, produdions #0 ^-ance^ apil i6e.s» 
ceived valuable conaisa 5 K!^k^,inc^^ 
of thefe were feit, ts> ^ ooall?* 

touched at Gmadii w-theh? way^s to takeiuTc^^* 
ments. The trading pdyns^ej;^ tKha> tinjlcrttwk 
this navigation, t^^^ .ih^ pebplte! of thfi^iflawnd 
the vaipe.of 1 1^1^* ceq^uipedvCiaUwar 

tipn. The eacfnt^»;pf ‘eyet| projed is facili- 
tat!s4.,l^ cofhnacrce. ^(^e, ti^aderA forpifhed the 
inhabltaints, wi|h jlaves'atic| tite^il.s tp.iTcd 
plantations. An open account was emblii][i^4ib'^ 
tween the two. colonies.. Qr.an#da was,<^«^|jdng it» 
debts ^atfeag^iy by its rich produce, , and the . bac 
knee was on point of being e|o:^d6^ 

wd vj. 174^ ihteg^gted. tiKconajjiunicatiop,^ 

EW^tt 
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tweeft the two iflihds, an4 at the fame time ftop|ied 
the progrefs of the ^ugar plaht^ions. This lofs 
was filpplied by fhe cultu*^ pf bafe, which was 
ptirfued, djarilftg the hoftilitiesf all the adi- 
yity and e%emefs that induftfy co^ld mfpire. 

Tira peace of 1748, revived , all labours, 
and! op^ed all the fprawr fources of wealth. In 
1753, the pq^ladonof,0ta 1,26a 

white peoplci 175 free ncgropsi and 11,991 
flaves. The cattle amounted to 3,398 horfes or 
mulesj 3,456 hc^ of horped cattles 3,278 
Ihceps 90a ^atss’ and^^i hogs. ^Thc cultiva- 
tion rofe to S3 fuga^ ^flfeHtationsi 3,735,600 cof- 
fee treesj 150,300; cproa trees, and 800 cotton 
plants. The provifiphs confiftcd of ,. 5,740,450 
trenches of cafladas 933,591^ banana trees, and 
143 fquares of potatoes and yams- The colony 
made a rapid progrefs in proportion to the cxcel- 
Jcflcie of its IbU. TTbofebbidiihatc fevers anddrop- 
lies^ which fpritWrty years had confunicd the men 
as as fhicy cuit ddwtt ^ woods, would have 
lubl^ed when the yditfle had been cleared; a la- 
bour in which the cCSonild lb^ his life by endea- 
voring to preferve it. But the French have loft 
their hopes and thar' tj^wi&s. They will no 
longer enjoy the weidth of < 5 ranada. They de- 
ferve, however, the mi^rtunes that have baffled 
their too tardy prccat^idns* Theyjiro pafflonatejy 
fond of premature! and unbounded enjoyment: 
that ntwlady, which has tainted the government of 
a nation which yc^' de^rves the affeSion of her 
maftersi that prodigality, which, reaps when it 
Ihould Wi which dcftrbjrs the paft with one 

hand. 
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hand, and the future with the otherj which 
haulls and confumes the ftock by anticipating the 
income j that confiifion, which refults ffmn the 
diftrefles any ftatc muft nfsceflaiily be reduced to 
that has neither principles nor experiencse, that 
has powers ^nd no views, means, and no condtiftj 
that anarchy which prevails at fhe hehri} that pre- 
cipitationi that caballing' among inferiors} the 
impropriety or total want of prqiefiss} on one 
hand, the audacity of doing any thing with imr 
punityi ontheo^r, the fear of fpeaking, cvcjh 
for the public good: this long train of evils has 
thrown Granada into the* bandS' of hhe EngUfli, 
who arc inpoflcllionof this conquell by the treaty 
of 1763. But how long will they keep diis co- 
lony? Or, will it never again be jtftorcd to 
France? 

England has not 'made a fortunate begjnnbgi 
In the firft enthulialm raifed by an acquifitton of 
which the higheft opinion had been previoufly 
formed, every one was eager tq pwchAfe eflates 
there. They fold for much snore than their real 
value. This caprice, by expelling old colonics, 
who were inured to the climate, has fent thirty- 
five or thirty-fix millions of tivres* ouj; of the mo- 
ther-country. This imprudence has been followed 
by another. The new proprietors, mifled no doubt 
by national pride, have fubftituted new methods to 
thofe of their prcdeceflbrst They have attempted 
to alter the mode of living among their Haves. 
The negroes, who, from their very ignorance, are 
more attached to their old cuftoms than other men, 
*Qa an average about t,ss 3 * 9 wi- 
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B O o K have revoked. It hath been found neceflarjr td 
» fend but troops, and tb ihedHood. Thewhoie 
colony was filled with fufpicibhs. The mai!bi:s, 
who dSicmfcIves under a of ufing 

viplent pe^ods, were afrbid <^;^hg burnt or 
in their own^j^aittations. Tne labours 
havededinedi or beep^ffiaily Tran- 

•qblility has at been rc|tofed» The number 
of flaves has been increafcd as far as 40,000 j 
and the produce, i^ l^n taikd to the treble of 
^hat It w^uildfir fhe Ftcnch goyernpentr 

TiIe plantations will ftill be improved by the 
nclghbowhb^ of a bf iflaads^ called the 
Gran^ines, rfiat arc idei^ndent on the colony; 
They are from tlii^ to eight leag^ in circumfe- 
rchce. They do not aflford a fingle Spring of wa« 
ter. The air is whplelbtnei the ground covered 
©jply with thin bullies, has not been fereened from 
the fita J it exhaiei npno df ^fe noxious vapours 
vdiich arc fat^ m the hi^ia^^ , 

CARiacoi;, ihc bniy, the Graaadincs 

which the Frcn# ^vc: was at firft fre- 

quented by turtle fi^tpen, |vho,; in the leifurC 
afforded them by fo es^ an ©ccupaeiony employed 
tfemfclyes in 4earm|\^ gtpund. In procefs of 
time th^r fra# number ^^,,ihc»se#ed by the accef- 
Hon of foi^ of^ fhe inhaljitants of Guadalupe, who 

finding ^t dteir ffl'^tatfom by a 

p^uliaf ^ of ahti^ fer^pvaad to GariMOU. The 
ifland fiauriib#fro^^ the liberty that was enjoyed 
there/' The inhhbit^ts coUpi^ about twelve 

hundred Ikvcs^ by whbfe il#Qwrs#eyim«fe them 

klVcs 
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felvw a revenue of fotjr or five hundred thoufand ® 2.S * 
Hvres* in cotton. 


XIV. 


T HB other Granadines do^nat aflwd die profp^ 
of the advantages, though the plantation of 
fugar is begun there. It has f«ccee<^d remarkably 
well at Becouya> the latgefi and ipoft fertile of 
thefe ifianda, which la no mora chan two leagues 
diftant from St. Vincent. * , 

Whbh the Englifiiand frendi, who for fome Tbevi,,. 
years had been ravaging the Windward iflandt, ** 
began to give Ibme confiftence to their (etdements, ^si*’ vw 
in the year i66p, they agreed that Dominica and Siofthe 
St, Vincent ihouid be left to the Caribs as their 
property. Some of thefe favages, who tiD then 
had been dilperfed, retired jnm fermer, and 
the greater part into the Ijicter. There thefe mild 
and moderate men, lovers of pcact^ and filence, 
lived in the woods> in fcattered fahdlifts, under the 
guidance of an oM maiH 'whom his age al<|^e had 
advanced to the dignity of rukr, The dominion 
paired lucceffively inth miy family# where the 
oldeft always became king, that is to fay, the 
guide and father of the natkui. .Thefe ignorant 
ravages were Hill unacii|uiinted with the feblime 
art of fubduing and governing men by force of 
arms j of mafiacring the inhabitants of a cottntry 
to getpoffciSionof their lands j of granting to the 
conquerors the property# and to the conquered thf 
labours of the conquered country i and in procefs 
of time, of depriving both of the rights and the 
fruit of their toil by arSitrary taxes. 


* On an average 15,6901. 
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® xtr ^ popobtioR ef'ljus childrtn of aaturc was 

'* fuddenly augmeated by a raoe<^ Micam, whofc 
origin wi« never pofirivrily afbBrottiieiA, It b laid 
riukt a &ip carrying negK>t» for fide Ibtuidel^ on 
theoo«fti^St«Vinodki and die Haven wboelcaptd 
the vmk, «ttt leeeivdl at bmhn;n by the 
firiragea. Others |>ret(«id dyer ddifb tnsgroea were 
defetters, who n'wa^ fitfoi^dte pkntationa of 
die Rei^b«Miri%tbalt:n^ A third tradition fays, 

that dtk Ibreign race comes feom the blacks that 
the Caribs to^ Aom d^ Spaniards, in the firft 
wars between* dn^ ^knopeans and the Indians. 
If we may Te*^ the moft anticnt hifto- 

rian drat has written an aecoimc of the Antilles, 
tholh teddide who were to inveterate 

againH their maStiSj, Ij^aiod the captive flaves, 
brought them hrnne, aiwl reftorcd riwm to libmy 
that they migh^ tmjoy HAi <hat is, the common 
bklTmli of nando, wlM no' man 'has a right to 
withhcdd Aom- aiqr td” hta feIlow*-cfcamres. 

TBStk kif^^n^ did mat here: for by 
vdiatevef riianoe dtcffc'itoangefs were brought into 
idand, the proprionns of it gave them their 
&nght^ in marriagci and the race that fprang , 
jfhimdns mixture, wemcalW They 

have prdferved more of the primitive colour of 
dieirMiers, than of die lighter hue of their tno- 
tilers. Thefed Caribs are of a low dature; the 
black Caribs tall and Itout j mid this doubly favagn 
race fpetit With i velamnel^ that feems to reAm« 
bk an^.' 

In pfocefe ipf tinw, however, fiatie diflbenccs 
arok betweoi the two nations. The people of 
, Mardnico 
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ti»is, relc^v^dfio 

^ge of rijdrdbiSooi, and ratledieoM^v<eaf^ldit 
ruicui of wrdes. fitmm <i|iiiti, 

fh6 idatds. Cfom dk iiSUm 
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* liv * reward of labour, learof with aftonifhment, 
V Mi !. .. * that they could fell the earth itfclf, which they had 
alway^i looked upon as belonging; to mankind in 
general. This knowledge induced them to mea- 
fure, and &s boundaries s attd from that inftant 
peace aod happinefs were bJwn^Hied from their 
iJIand. ‘I^he partition of lands oCcAliotied divi- 
fioas amongft: men. The ifoHowlr^ were the caiifi s 
of the revolurioti produced bf" thw fydem of pro- 
peiry. 

Whkw l3»e‘ Freaori came to St- Vincent,^ they 
brought Oaves w|th them» to clear and till 
the ground/ ^he bUdk ^jjar^bs, shocked at the 
thoughts dtitsa who were degraded 

by fl4very,( and fearing ri»a,t ibtne time or other 
their colourji which betrayed their origin, might 
be made a pretence ibr enflaviAg them, took re- 
fnge in the tldrke®! pans of the Ibreft. In this 
limariop, in order^to imprint an’inddibhs mark of 
dilbinritimj upon their tit^, ihattmghtbe a perpe- 
tual token of «htsir Indejpelt^oejt they flattened 
the foreheads of nil thhir children a* foon as they 
were born. The mm and women,* whofe heads 
couki not bend to riitf iflraage dared no 
longer appear i® Ihiblic wtdsout this vifible fign of 
freedom. Thr wirjtt ganeratioa appeared as a new 
race. Th^ flatfbosded who were nearly 

of the lame age, biMpreper men, luwdy and fierce, 
CAme and eroded hi^s % the fea-^fide. 

Tsty no fooner knew the price which the Eu- 
ropeans fet upon the lands they inhibited, but 
they claimed a {hare with the other iQanders. 
This riling fpirit of covetoufet^s wa$ at firft ap- 
peared 
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peaked by feme prefents of brapdy, and a few ® * 

fabres. But not content with thtfe^ thffy foon de- »— 
manded fire-arms, as the red Caiiba hadj arid 4jt 
laft they were defirous of having their fhare in ah 
fut in e fales of land, and lik^wife in, the pipduce of <, 
paft fales. Provoked at being deified a mit 
this brotherly repartitioob they fohTned iijrtda fepa- 
rare tribe, fwore never more to Witl? the 

red Caribs, chofc a rdhif 1 ^ and de- 
clared war. ‘ 

'The numbers of be 

equal, but their W|«i i !|^>hw:k 

Canbs had every adyantsw^ U- 

dullry, valour* 4*4 * » 

over a weak habit and A But 

that (pint of equity, 
favages, made the 
the vanquilhed 4\ 

ward. It was the |»trties 

were delirous iky" 

werefureof 

The Wack Carib^ |^iW| |>y w ^gtiee- 

meni which they The 

new planters wlk 

and fettled oear tk 0^^ wllkc| tht cOafi; 
was molt accfeflil^e. ^ »W|fed that 
enmity which was blit ,Jk war 

broke oqt again. iPlie Cww* wl;^ al- 
ways beaten, t«tir|4 ja^ward of ifki ihftnd. 

Many took to ih?ir caiwl^' and wnnt ofcr to the 
continent, or to Tob*W ? swd |i« jfcWj that ro- 

C c t 
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their title tQ the lands. They he^ dteir 
of the originjd inhabitants,' 

have^ had the tilhtjto " ' ; '■ 

l>k«taiw#4 .*|1«. AaMMi '' L '&1L '' ^'n *t- ‘ ' 


they had ,cahdVai»d,.'a«djh-^HWP'::bm 

/. ,11 :_ Jt A . ^ 



In vain ^_,.„ — ','v > \»p- , 

fo con^to 


law of natihiis. > 

' ^ , •'■(I , '- '" 'Xrr’^jV' f ■ r i^' ''-w- ^ 

cd. ^ Thc^<hi^!^’;;ll^;>nf.)^;':^1^ 
ture toftdpei}d ^^’f'^®Edi^|^,|^ 
oountiy, 'to /i^' 



war 
'Vas ''lk>e 


had made in the, 
imfwefed, , :.TIje, -wl^^ ^fe 

ftofln .the' 
iflands,. 



ijthat 

kinha- 


toalitics, _ 

falfe and byirbi^ana^a. 
tMtod by,^ 


M vacant, 

could -' have'' '-^bo, 
like thk.Spjafite#, fh^^mielves 

of -not " 

Inui.a ti^t'to Wd: had 

a'.righi; to ■t:heir la- 
bour- ncqiiidted 'lands which ' 

they had- IjirefciitSj in :0tort, if the 

C .c '4 ' , pnbHp 
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public tresluiy of England, cxhauftcd by a waf 
that was, perhaps, unjuil, was m be replenilhcd 
by the 'ejttortjons lof the peate, and tbc profits of 
ihefe unlawful Tales ; it waa tecoitTary to their 
own, intcrell, and to tsh^r p|i«oi|des “Of political 
oeconomy, thus to plunder tridulbdiws men, who 
would have accelerated the impp?ovf«nent of a*cO- 
lonf which they ihefxdolve& had founded. 

But the ifeverity of the ncw‘*eftaWifbed govern- 
ment made them diJpeife,. $oi#K; went over to St. 
Martin, MatigalAhte, Cbadbdnpo, and Martioico; 
but the greater pit* St» Euda, which began to 
be peopled by gratvidt^ lands to chofe who would 
clear them. Hhby all brought away their Haves. 
The emigration^ hgweYer, was not umverfal. Some 
Frenchmen, leia attached m their relations, and 
le& fond of their own, vm^vey, which had in a 
manner call them off, choTe to remain under the 
yoke of tht conqueror on the fertile Ipot where 
fortune hnddlM^wto When the emo- 

tions of dcTconteiU! palled, they confidered 
they Ihould gaiii,.irmre by redeeming their own 
lands, than by feolihg upon /rcihi'gftoonds that 
would cjGMil them nothing* 

T M asa fbrcune,ijrhichh?di«^^ been upon any 
foHd luundatlan, muli: «cqulre firmuefs and vigour 
under tI^$|u*ot$»S;loopfEnidi^ The 

illand, which they, SudO with their new ifeljow- 
citizem, though It does not ptomilemuch eotowj, 
is* very favourable to the caltute of the atnotto and 
cocoa. Before the conq tieft, three millions weight 
pf coffee were gathered there* dieculoirBuf which 
might with eafe be confidcrably iacreafed, if the 

attention 
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attention of the Englifii was not totally engaged ll» * J|f 
the plantation of lUgar. That part of St. Viiwettt umytm* 
they were fettled in, which is on the ieeward 
fupplied them only with a fmall quantity, becadfe 
it is rugged and Hilly. This drcumftance made 
them deliroiw of ptCupyln^ the plains on the wind- . 
ward fide. The Cariba, who had taken refuge, 
there, have refufed to eeaHtdate them, and the 
Englilh hare had recourft to arms to compel them 
to it. Though they defend thwftfelm great 
courage, they will, ’fooHHp ot later, fnbmk to tlic 
yoke of European^ysranny, May ihe flames of war 
not extend themfelves to Xkatolnka ! > 

This ifland is fomewhitkr^diaA St. Vincent/ theE,,. 
It is thirteen leagues in kngthi and tilnc, at moft, 
in breadth j and in tlHf cenw are iiuCcd^blemoun- n*”** “ 
tains, which pour down ntimeroua rivers of excel- 
lent water upon fruitful but WWVeii gmundsi 
This counay was iahaldtedby hs oVm children* * 
In 173a, 93fl Caribs were found tbere^ difperfed 
in 3a carfacts^ *asid 34^ Ereoeh pec^e lived in a 
diftriA by the feai*fide> whith thbfavages hadfor- 
faken. Thcfc Eta'c^cana had m other affiftance, 
or rather companions irf'tbeklidiauTs* but 33 free 
mulattoes, and 338 flares. They were all em- 
ployed ^ia breeding jpoaliwy, in rdfliig prorifions 
fbrthcconfbTiiiptMii^Marrinico, and cultivating 
72,100 cotton fhfubs. Thele triding j^odudfcions 
^ were aftaewardsenridted by the addition of coflec. 

At Uft, the ifland contained 600 white people, 
and 2000 blacks, at the peace of i7fl3> when it 
became an Englilh colony. 


Barons 
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* * Before the end of the laft century, Great-Britain* 

^ j which was advancing^towards the dominion of the 

feas, while ftie accufed France of afpiring to the 
monarchy of tlie continent^ had flwwcd as much 
eagernefs for Dombida as ihc did b the late ne> 
gociatbnsi when vi^ory gave her^a right to chufe. 
It was not for the fake of coffee:^ cocoa, or cotton, 
which, however, the Engliih may multiply diens 
beyond their hopes 5 nor for the i&ke of fugar, of 
which they muft^ not eirpedi; more dian three or 
four thotifand l»)gfhea<ib a year ; and diat only b 
procefij of time* An objedt of greater importance 
than feititwwnts for cuklvatbti, entered bto their 
di^ant political vltwi, 

T«£ pobt that the EngUih aimed at, was to 
draw all the oommodities of Ihe French colonies 
to Pombica, b otdejr m ttade with them them- 
feivesj and, till the nationi whole fortune 

has funk with her ^«»y% can recover her mdivity, 
and by the ftrengdt of ilatT' can be enabled in 
fome meafopc to fttde the |incis -of her commo- 
dities, and preveiut th^bebgeonveyed from their 
fettlements by a cotitratxElnd traxbs rill that auipi- 
cious time comes, Ite ttrciprocni btereft of the 
French planters and the Engiilh merchants will 
baffle all the endeavours court of y(|rjhilics. 
The bteteonifc wiU tm up by meacni of the 
former cobnlita remaining sc Pmniniot, notvrith- 
ftanding thqf have been tbated by tiue new 
government with'as mmsh bltdlice as tholfe of St, 
Vincent. This is not, however, djciwdy/ewerity 
they have experienced from the Eng^lb mbitdry. 
Wliiie they made every harbour b die ifliand a 

• % free 
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free pfsat* they have Imd a ditty qf thirty-diree * ® ' 

Jivna fifteen &us*, upon eveay Juegro iBbowJd y * . i # 

be importtdi ^d have erren iMr 

dent avti^tf &> ta fe«|ttire npart of this ab« 
furd tax; to be |xil^|ii^i<e fq the 

tradm vJiieh cqn(]ie#«t|^ obliged to 

bring money to l|ottdid|ISii, <» to b«»totr it there 
upon extravagaM; tqrnisi either^ 

vent them. 60m trading dneirlj, or t^haitoe die prire 
of 'a merehasdifei ai^tadf degMi^g ^0 

manlundj though it a* ^ bf 

avaricious ment 

Bvt the grea* ad«jNlit|igi^adf ddS liWl % 

Enghlh, k its being iHMNpi 

and Martinico, at i iMtl ditl^ ffMo ewdb^ Jo H 
to be cquaiiy d^tniiig to bO|ih«^ mA eom** 

modious roado wi}! enable 
and iquadrqns to fi^uei ^the 

navigation of in b«r a«d die 

romrnumcadoia betir^ Sttg^nd 

feems tohayeffeOWftdfg 

every pofl: again^ m0; liiW «& «mf re* 
fume the mmittaidon of %r |poj^]NA»r ^ Whew 
we fpeak of a mamia9«<MBi(4 power, an 

inquiry into the valwe tif as 

an edimatc of it# griwsgd^ , 

, . Twn npmbcr of h <he Eingliat 

• ifl'andfia, amoufttt butdifirlar 

b«^r |>w»latw» W ^»a tt|!i.f5qiMdi»aoabcr In the 
. ' French colo#ih^« thlbwooe ptiny be owitig to 
:'■ 4tee df ifintilb fee- 

: . of an tpiMor quality, is* now 

. ’ mor^^^l^'by hdltorc. The care of the 

plantations 



^ nrsTORy of settlements ano trade 

’^^tv p5aJ^t4tbnsB<wiwnlya«iim5ttedtonjcrceaaries, 
v 4 .y^ who are neither fo dUigent, fb intciligent* nor fo 
opconomicji r& the proprietors. The methods of 
clearing and improving the have not yet at- 

tained 10 the Cme degroeol' pirfe^tion. 

Thb popolttiou of wldS;people in* the French 
colonies in proportion to the 'faUdks, is as one to 
fixi' Vrhcreas in the Englilh ooloi^s it is fcldom 
more than as ohe to i^erep. The neafon is, that 
the latter are coidfeed to agriculture, and the for- 
otier emWace |)oth a^fc^ture ai^ trade. In this 
view, however, B||t3a<ideiS!» that deals in flaves, 
and japtaicas thathaa^med contraband connec- 
tions tiOftlbiii Ihould have, in pro- 

portion, a greater number of white people than 
the other fettjements under the fame dependence. 

This difproporrioo hsrtwesen the black and white 
* people has nos always been the fame in the EngliHi 

. colonies. They formerly contained » great num- 

ber of toopeaoe? bht thefehave difappew-ed, a? 
the fmidler cwtureahfws and their place 

has beep ptoations, which re- 
quire a yery Tlicfe 

inhabifadis have |o^W^G^y' qdeen refuge in new 
,illands> have Mkedr^^.KordvAmcrica^ or have 
retorned «o the Not but there 

were'aa in F;ngland, as 

at the fiw Etttqpe to 

Ameriki and enters 

prife, wldch'iKiM'^ei'V nuyelty of the ob- 
jei^ and other oooet^i^ |SiiiC]i|r^ far from 
being emxiupiged, hafe bfcwlbii^ the planters. 

In vain have iiwi required every propijetor to 

* * have 
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havesi number of wWtjem'en im)pci|'|aoft 4 

blacks upon hjsirilantatiioni ^efe r<^iStlon]».lMi^ w vw 
proved ineflfefibdal. Tlie |daatiSi?sf cbiljfc* rather to 
run the ta^Bing rif^ue of paying a ffirtall penaJty^, 
than to ^ in oonitttmicjr to a i)aW, the obfervance 
of which would be mom lapeidiwe td tibeth than 
the penalty infiiifted tpOO tho hhs^ of *i$. ®ut 
the defieieincy hf tiie nwhwdf wyii^iwefl'' is com^* 
penfated by the adv‘{^g<S»;<liey ^ 

Alt the inhabltanta of dN'I^^lb'illaAds ^ 
formed into a regimOnt TISa «>hich 

neither etpd^ them to gOyemor, 

nor to die4idb}tlng pridie tf iti^thor 

degrades aOfohbhdbAfll^ojiie, ‘ 

feiior in point df dijbipllbt # 
diery, it farescoe^ dWftlSihtdd^rs^ 

If their mimbm wot 10 ttIJulie an ehe>- 

my nbofe govetainl^t b ' a fmlh‘wy Orte, 
they would fave tbe tioo*hBf‘^niia^^ trouble cf 

fending trot^ at an ii^nibeiifeV Otid great 
rifques, who, for die p*rt*' pOT^ 't&m 
having done any ferrite. Btd oibWl^a mf the 
colonies is hardly m keep the negroes 

in awe, who mudi bM^lWed in mvdh 
I he Eogiilh yofcdi iWs^ ^ijpeail btolc* 

rable in a free natioo* s^hifB It is more unjoll: and 
more meonl^ftfcwiiitwobam^ Others. 

Are then-rthe idSwes #|»eii idwar^ inde|»e«denoe 
of fuch a oattmr, that ’iMhto they hm iMonoff 
the yoke, they Vf ilk 10 impofe it upon others ? And 
do thofe who are the moft impatient of iJiwery, 
thus become the moll eager for power? 

Tnovoft 


f 



HiSTORT BmtMM&Jm AHO TRADE 

R xnv * T&otoa OrB»t-^iiE»&i has oevrar i*id any dit«(£fe 
w-y-^ iflf^wpoa fa«roolootesi» tJiigrasi^inorc bwdentsd 
with taxm thaih thole which hd<»b^«} lela moderate 
goveiranseiits. lefk entifeity ftitngeh,. 

they hem ol>%ed w ht than- 

^ -i • 




dtmiuei. Cqiif«lM 'iMi evlli of war^ 

and to provide ^dSiunxit dbtf JhvOe atsdfced 

fortiScatkina 1^ •Hflmtkf otmfUmtiotisf ^fe 
haw hy ik debts they 




ftratiot!^ kMM;ffitea<i^oa^^e4e|mbU^ 
^lit# wMoh 4$ tki 0^ diiktiimtfbGda^ and ceco- 
nomyi hw aliraya hmtt iKtyendly, lusd public 
buiSne& bite nym kat tiiiiSraM without great 
expoiee. This l4 m kayohlableevil that attends 
a trading pedpkl Wkter'kse «r ootj they uki- 
mateiy i<m^ vabewoddttf bdttwoney. The thirft 



tafiesail the othersf »dr i« contributes to 

keep them up^ and atiliektse tkpe to fatiate the 
dedre of lliert, ^^nwofidg^e nweans of indul- 
gence* Ik hakt gows'lhito by cootiauaoce 
than that of asmeillh^ 'it ioenw to be 

equally ejasiwiby dw/afipyikiM* of vanity, and 
the fiilf-deoiai of Tk rich man always 

w^ts to fill or ^arge h»s tteafure* Cfutfiawt ex^ 
petkace verifies this» both in individuals and na-« 


tions« 


m Tm eaw Ai® WEST tfroffis, 

Sioce great fortunes haii* tKaftn itiaile m 
England by tr^e, the defire of riches b .beCEHsac 
the chi^iprihg of ^ion, aiid the univerfM paffiou. 
Such citiaens as eidjcr osuld not or would mt em». 
brace that moftlwcradvct^ all employments, haw 
not yet lenoiMjccd dN® hacrc which die manners 
and opinion of the times- has made neceffary. Even 
while afpiring; to’ honmiiWi they are in purfuit of 
riches, in their atpschmeijt to thofe laws and 
virtues, which cm tnwually to affift each 
other, even In olmimlng the Iwnsw of String in 
parliament, they ha*cfi?th|d*he wtf to aggrandize 
their fortune. In oriJcr to carry Itek^cte^ou inm 
this powerful body, ’tliey lifted the pe^icj 
and afterwards have ah moije-be^v Gained to fell 
thefe very pe<^le ;i& ilic ccatf t, jdiim they were to 
have bought theaau Every yote ib j^lhuneot ia 
become venal. A-fiitaoua a in 

which thefe votes were ratedt. boaifted 

of it, to the dUgraCe, of ibc nAbpa*! k rite 
dutyof his place, belaid, to iaiby^tbe repre- 
fentatives of the ntriem,, tei not 

againft, but according to jiltek cffln^ But 

what can confcien<:C :|»l^‘ agrihfl;>#!«. a^^ 
of gain? If the capable 

of infecting the paodkrweoimtry , wkh^e coiitagfen. 
of felf-interdii is it polEbk ih^ it itouM not pre- 
vril in the caaionies,^ of which kk the' ptrociple 
and die /upp«Htf:“k it ® proud 

Albion, a man ndio ihtedd to 

ferre hkt50«miy ferthc nmelmreofgiQrfi'i^ 
be l£]C»ked%poa as n-im of aoodier we^ and 
of the paB age? lffei, .|Mn? enemiei; have only to 

flhakc 
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• * fhalce olF this mtan Q>im, and they will one day 

recover from her all they have loft. 

Yet, notwithftanding the enormous contribu- 
tions and public expences in tine Englifti fetde- 
ments, their lands ftill fell at i very high price. 
The Europeans and Americans vie with cich other 
in buying them} and ch» competition enhanres 
their value. They are allured % the certainty of 
finding abetter marli^t for their commodities in the 
mother-country, than odier nations can have elfe- 
where. fieftdeS) the Eni^illi iflands are lefs ex- 
pofed to invafi6ft and devaftation> than thofe of 
other powers, that are rich in produdions and 
poor in l^iips. lihe navigation of a people born 
for the fea, ftipp 0 t 4 itfelf by its own ftrength, in 
war as well as In peace. 

Twa EnglUh take every method to increafe the 
value of their iftands. In 1766 they took off the 
duly of four ai:^ a half^^r cenf. on all fugars ex- 
ported j and likewife the duties on all other com- 
modities. This exemption has been extended to 
the produftions of other tflaods brought into their 
owij. The government has done more. It has 
undertaken to defray the charges of the garrifons 
that are to proteft the new'oonquefts, which amount 
to i I ^>407 livres*. Thus die pubUc'trcafury fup- 
ports trade, in order to increaft* its projperity. 
wkat ane] coimci^onsof the Englifij iftands are greatly 

confined. No foreign ftiip is fuffered tojland, but 
ncoioM rf at Jamaica and iDominica, which were made free 
ports in 1766. The leVcrity of the laws prevents 
the governors from eluding this impod^nt prohibi- 
* About '9,d4ol. 



"'k'ast mj> 'wfe ’ ' 

tion. AU intercQurrc with the ievorjtl ijatiotts of 
Ewrope, has alvrays been t^sejjn^i 4att4 «» 

*739* vhen <^ef were peifojted to' tuff tfer 
fugars diredly W the tmatesii kwas under 

fuchre]33:‘i(!lionsMnrU^|elin{^^^ It is the 
iaterekof (^e m(:^hat'<MjNihei^ ta tNsfbrVe the whok! 
poduOe of her ijOiandf o#® c<iAilb]%tioDi or 

her own tra^i 4>IMng A lie Way i^x which 

they arediftribnhwi. ‘ ’ 

Thxss (solomes haWiwltiBi: |pr#i!bceApll9n^ 
for their Inhahits^W whodhcr black* ttwy 

afford neither woo4> They are 

fuppUed with thefe Nwit*Efl§^and ; 

and fc»d^ in «5tt?hangf* nn^ 
other corntnodkiess htttgtMieanitnth^ tnolades, 
which is ufed there ihminl I'he New* 

England people were nert^.tHotad t» ftgeh fiigar 
In kind from the Klan^s, liil:4ie of the 

comnnodity flionld iOdne# thci[n to nej^ellitiolaircs, 
and to give Other eomnoodWi in for 

thofe they received froih dbt noilihai'n provinces. 
The rm»ther<ountry was very fendHe# that fugars 
fent from America to jfengiand| Jfcttd fknt England 
to America^ would find our few porchaferaj hut 
this confidcration did ntn aiiaa her. Her chief 
view was, pot >co fell a' tn«Ubo4'«Jf' *o the noithcrn 
colonies which fixe pMiU r^ily difpofc of in Eu- 
lopej but particularly to locate ihc poati^mption 
of molaffcs* that Ae might ^^propriaae to heriVlf 
all the rich prodticc of her ifland|. But the tnea- 
fures that were taken to bring ^h&at this impor* 
tantend, were fingulirly thwarted. 

t>d 
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F 0 0 !C FftAKTfci!, which %tun*w:ly was pff«0«d <l>f the 
riciwft ilbl^s iA ^ 

impjnideotce which has aJw#y» idbe^d the Jjw^;rcft 
of hex’ n^cr thou^ (if Iwdiisg hermO'* 

i&Iks ax^iwm to hor tKWthceo < This 

if:wd pe^X!f dmw the tnhsbiliwtits )’^W*$laghmd 
to tlwi IPtCRch hlsindsi t {thief ^oemsfed thither 
loesii eu^t and even 

iwoneyj and brw^t 4 wajr tie^lg!d> ©otton, and 
fuigsr, 'Which dwysi^wasA meita, iso fend over to 
Enph^ndoi ahth 4|lt|ia:;tsliy^ S>}h the Snolades they 
wanted ^ ‘ i« is demon- 

ftralie, that J|S.<WW^ftl> 4 ke yew' ?7I^» they carried 
of acwo ««*d diat by the year 1733, 

this. Wl^xpd .30d Aii|K« and near 

3000 fsiiars., 

Tntts |fltere<^irrlei ,wJd«3h made the colonics on 
tUcwhrinptijid^pendcatoft^^ En^liih iflaijdsfor 
the orricks diqy whosedi excited the mnrmurs of 
the fdaiwers? in the iik^s, Thqr applied to par- 
b^ent for which, they 

alleged^ wto.dwt:^ac|4al;,bo*h m the mother- 
country and to thrirtpwfperity, ,aiid beneficial to 
the pogtek of the Fiephifetd»m«n“. The North- 
Aitierions, m tha^#e, thatifthb market 

were (hut agai#|hPO^ po«id neither advance 
in the dkar^g of lands, nor. carry on their fur 
trade# nor go on vwhh-their phery, nor qjnfume 
national ij^ah«^ptm«s, nor iiey thit^ to the 
wealth, power, oM|wr«ame #reog?h of the mo^ 
tfaer-*co«ntry» 

THtsgraadmiwfh whichmcrcorleftconcerned 
every j^glilhman, occafionMagrestIferment, and 

produced 



>m •tm twt Ammm mmi. i«l 

jbetn^ vSJiw! 

mm ^9^ ^)(iiiiimii'^&^$ m 

iM tfW' 

thfc #*^1^4. 

Am^rlteJia 

m th« <!4!lfi)t!Wlwf 

bat, 

fomgn 

ta thek, )» 

In 17%' 

it might bei|^^ > -<MI^ 


.tXk.TT 


denierfef*. 

5 ibis» > A 

lowered to j Ibl, to ^ 

levied <i«i|Ui&ttf «poa 






been h gwst» H J^!!idHili|t^^ 
tmtdfm 

laad, hft» ibar4)3iihd#ti»d^ 
been at & M txf <11^^ 

Such are the 
with the fic!i4thia»^ 

confideeah^t ''•r 

T«js HW 

ing t^*pa**l>ui«eh8^>? ;Tld«^w»i»bw 

tKetv^ehdeih 

the great |)kntas ieiid« KtigW^ hos^lhbir 
^ '♦Hhamtia. ' * * 4t8w! ^4*11 . i ^ 

tH^ )^tthe ! A ,s44#e!^ *4 . ,f >, .^ , 

9 4a ^ ageittt 
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) ^ I > * . f 

^ agcnu abroad caE ttiul 4^ but Htd«. 

Their «Subi are 

-' .. Mrae^tlMifeofldie'ndM^ 


M - !•■» * ’;■ V S»: 1 1 -a^l 


t VM* r': W'-'f a ^ It 

mmm 


1 Vi:.:^ryOj ■"' ^li.. ^4.*^ 


Tm 4 f 'i ri ''li*' > i ^ 


«ad |$e receives 

9^ the jJlbdwb^ ite ^flwpa. He 

|^F« !£«e porchafe 

of 0#ei^ Idiin in the 

kct^, v^tb bilM'wid Ve&budetnebt of 
the tkwkf W beSdei' 4»e jfh-oht of 

A4a bl^t'ritid His 
the proprietor 




' ‘k (t '‘f f/K 


T if yi II 1 H <L'w:: ■»: f n *i ^ » 1'- >1 f 1 «». 'i » ? * t'l* 


it is at'Ies^ #tersMilh«iie 0tnieinc«»tvauences 


i <iVi * L'/"i^« . * j t r >'-\ jf’' f ^'4'*^!! i? ijIl* 1 1 


tai34hslfi«bthcliiibdl tC privaiwt*, and fe- 

emtsio tta aQ the commodities 

forthe up at the 

faml^lMlecv t«diis 

tSt# Itild <# lndi%liljr wblm^nttfe roerehants 
etGerdfh h the DiM iafmffifed by the 

opMel'^ ^i<h ii^||»d tothe 




si the d»e eobtites Is fimt. It is in 

l.e»ddn lEi^W^the dteeb of ids ptoduce 
refide. Uhh tedod^doic thepcdb ariSt^ from 
ittsfpeftfi.' t1»e jttftdCtMittiwt il bet very ift- 
ditefiy cbiidihtd b it 








m tub E^ 4^ t^nirr tmm* m 

* > » t ' ( tiK’ hi >>*1^ 4./ *l!’ '“ * 

, Bof toam^ ii ^ 4^ » ^ Sr f 


free ^ 


to be the 
fuuatioB. fit 

Itke aU 0 ^ i3||^<lflH^ || i& 

not a head fosf «%» i09^i,^0kdmfmr«. 

coloflbsofB*?*^ 

and idle i»ei», 0 

laboriosw ^ ,p- 4|| ^ ppy. 

chantas tiff 


the kibg'a pikm la !0^ •£((? 

reigns In it bflM»fjB^l«e!ii%||^^ Uw 

lenate diiStat^ lawsi^ 

the people it ite^w:fe*|St ,4 % W* 

of the ino)w|ti»» n«t tho mmS»l^- 

London has not aftt'ased^f jftf 

the Mvet^ 
over-rolea all 
impulfe of men and id " 
tra^ion of coxnmeree^.^ 
it is the vhole 
and populous. , ,’ , 

T|t2 hilteBnr«<!‘l 





Snmmnwy 


a re 




tliat 


is fupjpiied fey il^egaij ,tlie peat ji»bj^ tf 

commerce in owttfjW* Jbcttcf diCjL^atd 

.« ,-. , f« T...J'i :'*jf«.; sil._J _»JiJ iJ.L_ 
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4o 6 insTOJjty t)f mrtkzmms an?? thai>e 

if 

» ^ ^ wfckumm thi^ diftwb the 

earth. TWcolom^sof i^flaMiwroccafionedboth 
^h« fplcJKjtwr and the dowtrfy of Gjwscce. Rome, 
ft'hkh at fitft dcfjroua df ib^^dng nations 
ofil^ fo gorem th<OT, waft ihopjpJd wis % ptogrefs 
of hor jgKrfnoeis* -whoi Ikfi ae^tdrod Ik: jpoffcflion 
of tk treafowjs of ^:hooa;0* ' Woi* ikmed to num- 
ber ibr a whUe'io Jin |t?(wkr to invade a 

new world: and has bwifo bften renewed 
there, W d Wde dMs Rovetty, which 

will alwa^ be tk lot Wtk|Jitalcf part of man- 
kind, and tih<fcl«>i9dof a few wife men, makes no 
diftui^|)anee in tk * HiftOty, therefore, 

can only treat of malfaotes or riches. 

T«e' riches of Ae Spanifh iOands cannot be 
afcenaincd With any of precifioa. The 

reafon is diis, Seywl kinda of tJommodUies are 
nfnaliy brought 'thither irom the continent, which 
are cohfoonddiwkh tkp»odt»<Sticais of the Spaniih 
Leeward i 0 aftds» Tct we may not, perhaps be 
wide of thetrtt!lh» ^we compote the commodities 
which »^pain aniWa^ draws fiom her illands at 
ten millions of Jiyres^- 

TiiK produ^ionsofthc Panifla colonies do not 
amaont to moitt than millkinst. They em- 

ploy 70 fhijw, and faiiors. Thefc iettle- 
ments receitc, in^avaatid merchandile, t , 500,000 
!ivres|» %% chgt%m of eapartaiion and ipipor- 
mcion may be vMo^ #C 5)oo,<K>ol}vresSi lyid the 
duties and inlbrtnces nt ten per ceni. All ex- 
pchces 4«ducled, the Daniih ifiands «wft enjoy 

♦ 4^7,4061. t3ofi,*50l. 

j6?,6«sl. H9.37SI' 


a clear 



m th® bast Am west, inbies. 

a clear immm of about three millions and a 
h^f*. 

Tm EhJTcsi n^ay rajdveffora thek Mement?> 
coomoditie? to th^e v|il«e of wenty-faur millions 
of livrcsf- Xhcjir #re brought over to Jlolland by 
1 50 ftiips, and 4000 faijoou The cbargei? of this 
navigation puft stmount to thl«e.miilion»alld a Half 
oflivresji the duties, coixpfjiiflion, amdinfurance, 
to two mUlions and a half§> and the goods and 
flaves feat over, to % milisQOs |. There remains 
clear for the projpirieiiws abiout twelve million? f, 

Th® produce erf" the BritMhifland*, Ufhich em- 
ploys 600 Ihips# and 15,000 Mors, may be efti- 
mated at fiKty-fix millions of livres**. Indepen- 
dent of what the raothfr*iCouaq*y fqsds t© Jamaica 
for her contraband trade with the continent, flic 
furnilhes fo the valtjc of |^ven{e<^n millionsft in 
flaves and mcrchandifc, Ibrthe ufo of her colonies. 
The profits of the agents for this trade# the 
charges of navigation, duties and cpmmiflion put 
together, cannot fall far Ihcvt of fixteen milli- 
ons From this caltula^^on* the clear income 
of the owners of the plantldojns udll appear to be 
thirty-three miHions%§. 

Wb Ihall not be apprehenfwe of being accufed 
of over-rating die produce of the French iflands, 
when we reckon it at one hundred millions of U- 
vrcsilll. Six hundred ihips, and i8,CHX>“fidlors 
are employed in the tranfport. France fells to theflr 
great fettlemcnts, in flaws, in the growth of her 
*153,1*51. 1 1.050.0001. } 183,1851. '5109,375!. 

11*6i!,sooL f50s,'oeol. ***,887,5001, f 374 },- 5 ol. 

}t 700,000!, 551,443,750!- lfiM.3'"5jOOoi, 

D d a. own 
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own foi!',. w the fnsits pf ‘hftr mrn i'iiriuilty./'afld^ini 
Portxigai ■,gdd,’’ '-m . vaipe'' of --rixiy .miifeps*. 

The of ‘‘hief Btiisrchflatesi 

^ naviga*- 

titmV-at-. infurance 

and c^Kiim|0k)n, c«»iidtbciefsthaiit i^«n There 
dnif .relbali&s' clear fer .the f^ih|)'r«}btita 4bo»t twelve 
millions i, i The fped©t«^ this 

trifling bdancie, and that,#ff he othcrlliands, muft 
appear .ftdkingv'if we #d ; not; in the 

other eolcmies^ fp#,iiiut of the planters do 

npt refidej whej^ia, in ,thc Fwnch colom^ nine 
out of tea of the ptopwtora live confta'ntly upon 
the fpot. ' V'-;'i' '■. ,, ■":' ■ ' 

The refult of this eftimaie isi that the prtwJuc- 
rions of the great Archipelago of America, when 
brought into Eurt>pe, are worth two hundred and 
fcveni millitjas of livres f . It is not a gift that the 
pew world makes to the old. The nations which 
receive this important fruit of the labour of their 
fubjeds fettled In another hemifphcre, give in ex- 

chari^, though with evident advantage i® them- 

felv<», the choioeft produce of their foil and of 
their manufaftures. Some coofume ^e whole of 
what they draw froaf their Hiandsi others, and ef- 
pccia% France,: make the overplus the bElis of a 
prolperous. tr^c with their neighbours. Thus 
every nattdn that is pdflelled tsf property in 
America, if it is in^ftrious, gains ftiil Icfs 
by the rtumbar of fahjed^s^ it abroad with- 

out any expence, than by the p<)pulation whkji 
'•■■**,■625,0601. ' 't;2(ia;5p)&-l.' . ■' ; 

■ i , , : ' ■!! 5*5,000 ■ j ,, , ''f yio 56 ',a 5 «>l. 

'■, '■''' • ’ ' thofe 
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tlwfe pmcure k' at: To J?3b^ift',a';ciaiJoaf' te 

Ammca,' it is ®eceff&ry to, coitivatri i;'proii^ince'm v - v ^ ■ 
Europe's an^'; 

woiti> 3 t th[,k! pRjre»t'..time, j^vtsra^ife of .whole ”■ ' 

world' is toaiiedtid.:. withe 'tkat ol'~''tiyi!: cronies.; ;, 

■ The 'fwo5^.3l^ed\w^ ,: 

ifland^, arc 'the Iblfc’bali?' #1^ ' ' 

extend thcfifh«aies:Mdtbif,tr(j'lw ,■ 

Afia, and dtM3b%\p«khapl''ch!l^f 
all Europe,'. ■ They'tdaybc.c«'iide« , 

cipal caufe of the'-'raptd rnotki®i'WlHkh'ndW''a^te 
our globe. This fernfeht pniifti increafe, as the 
culture of the iftands drasn^'ineaafe? tO-perfedionjAnd. 
it has, not -yet ' attamed 'k>,'half the-pro^eiity’ifis ' 
capable of. ■ ; ' 

Noth wo would be more lilcdy tohs^heh this 
liappy period, than to give kp .thc'.exdiifive trade, 
which every nation has referved to itfelf in its own- 
colonies. An anl.imited freedom to trade witlr. ail 
the iflands, would' be produfbfvcof the greatteft ef- 
forts, by exciting a general cpn>pe!|ripn. Men who* 
arc infpired with the love df humanity, and are 
enlightened by that &red hre* have ever wilhed to 
fee every obftacle amoved , thaf intc^ej^ a dkeft 
comniunicationotf '.all the pdrts of Aaierica,. with 
all thofe of Europe.' The.fcyeraJ govetoshentSi ' 
whichbeingalmollaUjcotToptiiSJthcirongin, cannot 
be inftuenccd by thk principle ofttniveifalbciicvoT 
lence, have imagined that Ibcieties mokly founded 
■on the fepsratc intere^ of each napdn, or of one 
fingk individual, ought to be fomied in ord^tr to 

■ 'confine 



4i'o'; ' ; msrom-pi?^,sErTL^mm^Am TjRAB,E 

* ^ conne&ictns tCcverji cojony to its rc- 

vC«v-**^ • i pc<?civ:?,i'B0Cfe«^rC'<^ntjry;, '|‘|i|!0^^iuioQ is, tli-at th,efe 
/, ■' nadon 

. m puri&itcrtilii^i^je ofits 6,wni|teit0d,ijji;produ£lioQs, 

jf3band,;in uecd -oft' 'aad ^s-advantag-eous 

be the 

' the theory 
‘ /af wa1^a:!hlF'<h«;f0«:ers of pre* 

,, ' Jadice.' ,:’thatiao, aation can 
,fyppiy 4i; £hj6'fi^40r j'magbajy! Waa'ts of its, colo- 

isnot one that 

is;f}dt'ob3ip<l4^'’^'l0^:e :ar£ic!te':fi*pjii ■abroad, in 
. order .to coi'j^ete.'t.he cargoes ,for Aianerica, . From 

. thkneGCiRtyarifesatleadanindk'efleQiomufiication 
of ail nadonsisd'd?.tho& diftant poffeflions* Would 
' ' it not be ' iiiipre;, eligible;, to convey each article - to ,iTs 
, , . deftmaiiEm dii a'diibjSt line, ' than, by this indircA 
■' ■' WAV bf'i^xchapge'f ;This. plan' wbvild be attended 
’, with' kfs' enq>ence,.| .'would,'' promote,, both culture 
' .^wid confupiptionf'abd,|i«ng,,4|»'in'«'reafc of revenue 
' ,40, .the ''public .,.t:reafui7f'.',aa'infiiiiti; number of ad- 
,'vaniages' would aCcriic , 'IP the mother-countries, 
...■Which'''..wbuld;iWa;ii^''^d^fTO^ .attends 'for 'the cx- 
' .;c3u%<;i'ighp'ibfe;y,;^fc]tdmi-'t0/,^^^^^ reciprocal 

, ,.^ ,_;^.|jS«Ernaj|:l.U3S;atfime^*,folid,'anduf^^ 

■ , ^ wdf'not '1^ 'acipp^V: ', ‘- '^'h!? rcaiim is this. , , • ’ A ,'gf pat 
. '. fevdlur|onkiixppanilg'iB;di'P trade ofEurope,andis 
. a3 ready tpoferadvaheedupt tube completed. Every 

goytxnmentisend^ayohringrodo withouttfe affift- 
feu-eigrt ' ihdprr^.' !,,Mot ,'pf’thein have 

fufccedcd. 
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Iwcireeded, arid the reft will not be long before they P ® iy * 
free ihcmfclTe$froi)ni this dependence, Aire^^dy the Vi"y ' W 
EnglifH and the French, who are the great Jtiaao- . 
fadirurers of Ettmpe* fee their mafter-piftccs of 
workmanftiip refiifed on all fidcs. Will two 
nations, which are at the fame time the gttateft 
planters in the Iflands* opcri tlieif ports to thofe 
who force them, as it were, to fliut »p their rttanu- 
fadures at home? The more they loft in ihe ftH?elga 
ntarkets, the lefs they will confent to a competition 
in the only marker tliey have left. They will rathef 
ftrive to extend it, that they may have a greater 
demand for their commodities, and a greater fijpply 
of American ppodwdtions. It is by theferetiimstliat * 
they wiJlpreferve their advantage in the balance of 
trade, without being apprehenfive that the plenty 
of rheff produftions will lower dtei/ value. The 
progrrfsof induftry in ow continent mnftdncreafe 
population and wealth, and of courfe the con- 
fumption and value of the produdbnsof thd An^ 
tiUes. 

But what will become of this part of the New 
world ? W dl the feftlcmcnts, that render it to Sou- ,f the 
lifhing, always remain in the hands of thearorigi- 
nal poireffbrs ; or will tlw maftcrs of .them be 
changed? If a revolution iliould take place in them, 
by what means wiU it be brought about, and what 
people will reap the advantage of it? il'hcfc are 
queftions that afford much room for confc^rr, 
which may be aflifted by die following refledions. 

The iflands dejxind rotally upon Europe fqr a 
fwpply of all their wants. Thofc which only re- 
fpedr wearing apparel andimplements of huibandry 

wtll 
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f ^ * wiy admjat of dfsiajri 

with, regard , to proirifio 

ns, ,fpiie^; a general alarin. 

' ’ .t' ' '/'''■ *' rt' ' *■ 

(dataoni'^ichmher tempts 

i:he,;P$oj^]te';^,.wim for J3 

hat) l(5^,riie^prt»ach of an 


r k. is a ctmtopn laying in 


wiM .ncypr I^ltp Q^ltmZtt 

wldt'bani^ flour laftcad 
preteui to olryiate this in- 

V '‘' , CQnveni?n)pc5, byol^tei;a 

gtheifthabitants to cultivate 

for tb^r own. fol:^^ce, we defeat die veiy 

«lf thcje leotfementsj without any real advantage* 

The n^othcr-cotunitry. would deprive herfelf of a 
^reat part «>f,tbe of ijer colonies, and 


i* a** r , , 

to repulfe an invafion by 

, , 'nfiinacy;d|'fie5|he;fee^'’< 

^ 'vAitf /Ate . WtlvlC CIl (!!■*• 

apd lyho are ftill 

more ch^atw'’b]?!'',!teyi 

eiTj dftd ponfequently but 

little 'Concerned’ ii^ o 

hpice of iheiy tyrants. As 

, ' fu u*^ wpiccTpcn^ uiipers 

they. ,.^e,_ 'lb , ^WjVf hs®! 'dn 

le^dne^tteidiye plantations, 
T .f?odId maice iwt little re- 

fiftan^Cj is even a.qi 

uelnpft wheiber |hey would 

If : dppbfe .an .^^yafipn .if ti 

tey.eo.uW.,.,'-' . ' 

, ^ /ii.pihe . colon jfts hol. 

d,it aa' antaxhtii that their 

' ' iri3nds;^td,be fwfide 

redi'^.ithofe great cities .in 


;,0peh;;! i»j ;.the .firft-conTierj 

chiinge;t|ieif-d|p|l|!p'9^ 

'ktaekj,.., without 

‘ a fiege,'>Hd''d»»dS''ffri 

i^ut;,beihg.‘'friifili^ t^;£he- 

war. y The. 

l^tr fnadcr. . The anktfoi- ■ 

■ tmt$ cry out, 1 

.ipaliaas,' Gpd fme' 0^, 

j^rar.i'.'iiaffiag. ■«?!): 

''tan WlT'i 

3fcom.'.onp„:,yo!ke- tq : 

. el(<i _?( 

' the;peace,:d]e'clty.fetd}^ 

s, tinder itsfonaiergdvcfn- 

,1 ',' mn^nr 
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ment, or mrmins'm the hawds of the Tf^S^^ 
hte !oft,n,oth^ft^'oiritiS' IpKrn^fmri, wfele tb^si'tSiat 
aft: -dcfetid^itl'^ 
are 

ruirts* ■ ' tn^ 

AjBe]ricla.iil'y'ais'^feO;'itJ^?iiitii;''tbft^ 

fatal prgudifce fcii> i^|^lo' W; i^ti5hAe'';|or :tlie;ial^e 'of ■ 

hb countrfv 

cious caJejot&or 

arc left ftahtfihig'? Is’lf ^ cftH^ htfefeif th# heh;^ 
croffed the feas. ;' If 'heprefervesiMs' 
purpofeis anfwcred. Can the mdrfte^c^tntry 
forfakes hini, aadfrequcntl^ifccrhaidnigtiyTanhj^'ed 
over him } that'is rea^ to''^ive.fif'tti’opj'.ori per-' 
haps, tofelt’hJtp‘;i^':thecohc|t^oh;pf:'^^ have 
any elaini to the feeri/iec' pf 0slt^Y"It'is no'dodbt 
a glorious thing tb'die.fhk'b^eb't'oitot^ But a 
ftate, where ih'^-jprDfperity/ofthe ftatiem' i&.facrihhed 
to forms of govemitiehtj w,here theaitof impoiing' 
upon men is the art of training; up fii|>jte£ls; where 
Haves are wanted infead of fcitiztns ; , where war is 
declared, and peace concluded, witlxout cOijfwiting 
the opinion dr the wifhes of the people; whcre evil 
defigns are always countenanced by thc'lhtfigpesdf 
debauchery, or the pracHces of monopoi’yj and 
where ufeful plamareoidy adopted impe- 

diments as prevent their being camdd into e^ecii- 
tbn ; is thi« the country forwhkh ohr bldcKi ifliduid 
bfe.'facrificed? ' ■"' -' ‘ 

THEfortiftc3do»s, erc^d foiridiEe deto of the 
colonies} will freure them ho better than the efforts 
o( the inhabitants^ Even if they. Weie UrOngcr, 
arid bett^ guarded aiidilo^ |^nti«y have ever 
'/ ■■'■. ...■ “ '■' 'i:>'''i:" ' 'been," 


s o o'k'- 

, xiy, 




J,t4' , HISTOiiyvO?;^^fcB;MEWtS/AlSl33'-';rKAl3i' ; 

B'O'0'il been, th.cy lTbSift?alii(niyjs>f^^^ 

fucco»r<^/' abov© 

; ' ■ . Md' by 

■ , •''fei 3 t''^y'’a ifennJ4iib|® fia'vy.v '.'it'iji on titfe’docks and 
"" ■ in^ tie-: 'Wbov^s-ioC* Scrape tbat thse'Baftbns and 
; raitlpai^s:iOf (|[ie'||kn^ean eobnies muft -be raifed. 
/ - 'While ■pW'^ftp^becrtoMnti'y flielters tiiesn, as it 
■/ ' ' wcr<ji;uader'.|bc'';fbj;g8 -id her fhipsj fo long as fhe 

' |arat©y1ta'frdm‘'dN^e:':illinds, ^ 
mdufiry aib |X)rvibfs;!^f 

' prosperity 'will fcaij!t;,dbi 5 atta<diment to her. , la 
• future, therefore, thb ijwritirrie ferees will be tlie 
great obje<5: that attract the attention, of all pro- 

prietors of Wd in ^roerica, European policy gt- 
nerally feciiyes . the' frontiers of 
town§'p''bu.t';' for. 'tharitinVc' powers-,' there ought, 
perhaps; .'lo be: citadels in the center, and Sups on 
the tircutnfercRce.'. -Acoramereial ifland, indeed, 
wants ho fortified towns. Hex rampart is the fea, 
which cpnlhtares Jwr iarety, her 
' ’ »'-.fhh,,tyiE^'.,are,at her 'comipand, and all the 

ekmien<^'';?oftrpi»h:*®‘' prpjmEe .her .glory, ■ - ;■ ;,. 

J-i 4 ‘^|s,re%d,.'Eh^l^d-may undertakc'anyehy 
terprife,' aM ekpali 

now thconiy pow^riJ^htban ©hnfide in herpolTef* 

' , ■ /' '\ lions In.' Anacribai^ ^d i;lm'.ifi,abile to atta(eli;.thc cedor; 
nics of her riyails; ■f,;t,Eetfasi|:h» '-it wilhut^ ere ^ 

.■.•,' ' ■ "' .die' 
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llie follows the dilates of her courage. The pride ® ® ® ^ 
of paft fuccefsj the very reftklTnefs infcparable 
from profperity 5 the burden of conquefts, which 
feem to be thepuniflimentof victory: allthefeare 
fo many incentives tu the renewal of war. The 
people of England arc crulhed under the weight of 
their undertakings and their fiarionikl debtj their 
manufa<5lures are threatened wkh total ruin j they 
are continually lofing fome branch of trade; they 
cannot appeafethe fertnentof the northern colonics, 
butbyopeDlngnewmartsfortheirproiinfUoris. The 
notions they have conceived of their own valmir, and 
the terror which their arms have infpired, Would be 
climiniihed by a long peace i their fieets would con- 
fume in idkncls; their admitals would lofc the 
advantages of cx^>crience. All thefe ref!ct''bons arc 
warrantable motives for hoftilities, to a nation 
tliat has W'aged war before it was declared s and pre-* 
tends to the dominion of all Amcricp, by the lam& 
right that places a ddpotlc punce at the head of a 
nanon. The hrll fpiitk Will kindle in America, 
and the dorm Will iHrc^lly fall upon ihe French 
dlaudsi betaufc die refr, except the Mavanoab, 
w ill voluntarily lubmit to the yoke. 

Thi French iliould, therefore, tirft prepare for 
the defence of America. If it Can be defended, 
they alone cun elfed it, for the Dutch are no lon- 
ger of any cohfequence; and Spam has fuffered all 
her neutral powtrs to remain inactive, ana has put 
ilie means of her ftrength into the hands of other 
nations. At this rime, therefore, France alcme is 
able to raife a formidable navy. Philofophers of 
all nations, friends of mankind, forgive a French 
7 writfcr 
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® XIV ^ writer if at this period he urges his coutitryrpen to 
build lliipsi His only View is t0 promote the tran- 
quiilityof the carthj by wiihirtg to fee that equili- 
brium eftablilhed in the dominion the leas, which 

now prefcrvtfs the fccurity.of the continent; 

FftAVCB, almoll in the center of EuropCj and 
placed between the pcean ,and Mediterranean, 
unitesi by her pofition aiid the 'extent of her terri- 
tory, the Itrcngch Of land-forces to the advantages 
of a maritime power. She can convey all her pro- 
dudions from one fca to the .other, without paffing 
under the threatening c^ion of Gibraltar, or the 
infulting flag of the flatesic^lBarbary* A channel, 
preferable to the |*onrs die rich produce 

of her moil: beautHiil provinces into both feas, and 
the treafurcs of teth feas into her choiceft pro- 
vinces. No navigating nation, has the advantage 
offo fpeedy and eafy a communication between her 
feyeral ports by land, or between her feveral lands 
by her ports. She is within reach of Spain and 
PoJtugd, which.know not how to provide for their 
own fuftenancc j and fufHeiently near to tlie Turks 
and Africans, whole trade is merely paflive. The 
mildnefs of her climate prbc«i*csher the keftima-* 
blc advantage, almoft peculiar to herfelf, of fend- 
ing, out and receiving her Ihips at all feafons of the 
year. Her roads are fo deep, that Ihe can give 
her ibips the propereft form, both for fwiftnefs and 
fafety. ■ , 

Sn£ is in no want of articles a&d commodities for 
exportation. America and the north of Europe 
contend for,, or divide, her wines and brandies 
between them. Howimoy - natioris are there that 

have 
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have demands for her fait, her oil, her foap, her 
fruits, and even her corn! The produaions of her. 
colonies are eagerly and uhiverfally fought after. 
But it is more particularly By 'her manufac^res, 
her filks, and her faihionsi that ihe regulates the 
tafte of all nations. ■ Ndtwithftahding all the en- 
deavours ufed to opppfe this prevailing pa^on, 
Europe is fafeinated,' ahid will nevi^^^ This 

phrenzy has found its way even to 'England, where 
the legiflators themfeives, while they cnad laws to 
prevent it, are the firft to break them. In vain, 
to avoid the heavy duties imp6fe3 on foreign ma- 
nufadures, have others tried to itnitate'them. The 
fruitfulnefs of invention will ever prevent the rea- 
dieft imitation j for the light fancy of a nation, 
whofe works have all the advantage of a youthful 
appearance of novelty, which confequcntJy makes 
the manufactures of her neighbours always old- 
fafliioned, will conllantly deceive the jealoufy and 
avidity of thofe who, attempt tO over-reach her 
by this method* What IhouM we not expeCt 
from the navigation of a people, who are 
thus able to fupply other nations with whatever 
can feed their vanity, their luxury, and their vo- 

luptuoufnefs ? , ' 

No obftatle ariling from the nature of things 
could put a ftop to this aClivity. Fhance, exteh- 
five enough not to be obftruded by the furround- 
jng powers, and lb happily limited as not to fink 
under the weight of her own greatnefs: France- 
has in her own hands all the means of attaining to 
that power by fea, which would complete her pro^ 
Iperity. A numerous population, fit for any enter- 
Vot. IV. E e prife. 
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prife, only wants encpuragenaent to be directed to' 
the fea-fcrvice. Even the, reproach, that is made to 
the French for having more Tailors on boafd their 
Jliips than other nations, is itfelf a proof titat men 
are not wanting for the art, but ra^cr that the art 
is not fufiiciently attended, to. Yet , no nation has 
been cpdowed by nature t^'ith rnore of that lively 
genius which is fit for the improvement of Ihjp- 
huilding, or of that bodilyidexterity which can fave 
time and expence in the manoeuvre, by the fimpli- 
city, and celerity of .the means made ufc of. 

It is in the mercantile fervic* of the nav}’-, that a, 
nation learns to be fonriiidable at fea. All failons 
are naturally foldic^. They daily , fitce, the dangers 
of death} tiiey arc inured to the fadguesof labour, 
and the injurious effefts of climates. A military 
marine can only be trained up by fervice at fea. 
The mercantile navy is the fchool, and commerce 
the nurfery and fupport of it. In vain would the 
royal treafury of a court that has never feen the 
fea or a fhip, fit out fleers j the, ocean fcorns thofe 
trfeminate and cringing beings who ftoop and bend 
before other men. Such commanders would re- 
quire iio other affiftance from the winds than to help 
them in their flight. Let them remain in the ca- 
pital, and leave the command of men of war to the 
maftejrs of priyateers^ or, rather,, let the nobility,, 
if ever they mean to be commanders at become 
merchants, ^ and go themfclv« on board their , own 
trading flpps,, before they make interdl.fqr polh 
in the royal navy. 

MooERNilateshayeno other way to aggrandize 
themfcives but by.maricime power. Since a kind 

of 
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of luxury unknown to the ancients, has infefled ® ^ 

feuropc with a multitude of new taftes, thofe na- ' — \r^ 
tions which can furnifti the tell with the means of 
gratifying them, muft becorne the moft confidef-' 
able; becapfe, by exerting their powers in the 
perils of navigation and the labours oif trade, they 
keep their neighbours iti inadtion, and fenfuality; 
they keep in a lliate of dependence on their in- 
duftry, thofe people whom they pay for carrying 
on war with the very money they have drained 
them of by luxury. 1 1 is finCe this revolution, which 
hath, as it were, fubmitted die earth t6 the fea, that 
the nioft important politicaleVents have been deter- 
mined on the ocean. Richel ieu had notpefeeived this 
to be near at hand, when, to keep out the Englifh 
from Rochelle j he alrhpft cut off all communica- 
tion between the town and the fea. Ships would 
have been better than a dikei but the navy had 
nofharc in his fyffem of enflaVing France, in order 
to rule over Europe. The monarch, to whofe 
greatnefs he had been pavihg the way, imagined, 
as he did, that that greatnefs confifted only in the 
art of conquering. After having felted the whole , 
continent of Europe, by his enterprifes, to take up 
arms, he was obliged to keep numberlefs troops in 
pay to wirhdand that league. Elis kingdom icon 
became, as it were,* one great cair-pj, ana' his fron- 
tiers a mere hedge of fortified towns. Under that 
brilliant reign the fprings of the Rate were con- 
ftantly overftretched; the government, by its own 
Vigoid, cfcaped frOm one' danger only to fall into 
another. The want of a ffanding navy was lievef 
felt till the finances Were almoft too much exhauR- 
♦d to raife it. 


E e a 


Ever. 
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Ever fince the end of that century, in which 
the people, fupported, at leaft, under tlieir misfor- 
tunes by the remembrance of pail fuccelTes, ftill 
dazzled Europe with the profpeft of forty years of 
glory, were attached to the government that had 
raifcd them to fuch a pitch of honour, and bad de- 
fiance to the rivals tliey had humbled j ever fince 
that period, the profpcriry of France has always 
been upon the decline, notwithftanding the acqui- 
fitions that have enlarged her territories. She 
would not have been enervated by twenty years 
peace, had Hie employed thofe powers in the im- 
provement of her navy, which liad been too long 
w'afted in a continental war. But her marine has 
never been put upon a refpedable footing. The 
avarice of one miniftry} the prodigality of another; 
the indolence of many; little felfifti views; court 
intrigues that guide the government; a feries of 
vices and errors; a multitude of obfeure and defpi- 
cablc caufes, have prevented the nation from be- 
coming as great at fea as Hie had been on the con- 
tinent, and, at leaft, from maintaining the balance 
of power, if not contending for the fuperiority. 
The evil is incurable, if the misfortunes Hie hat 
fuftamed in the late war, and the humiliating terms 
Hie has fubmitted to ac die peace, have not infpired 
her rulers with the fpirit of wlfdoiti, and attrafted 
all their projects and all their efforts tow'ards efta* 
blifhing a formidable navy. 

Europe waits impatiently for this revolution. 
She will never think her liberties fecure, till fhe 
ices a flag upon the ocean that does not tremble 
before the Britifla ftandard. That of France is now 

the 
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the only one which may in time afpire to this com- 
petition. The wilhes of all nations are now united 
for the prol])erity of that power which (hall be 
able to defend them from one that can alone pre- 
tend to the univerfal empire of the feas. The 
fyftem of equilibrium requires that Trance (hould 
augment her naval powers, more eljpccially as (he 
cannot effect this without diminilhing her land 
forces. Then her influence, divided between both 
elements, will be formidable to none but fuch as 
would difturb its harmony. The nation itfclf re- 
quires nothing more to afpire to this ftate of great- 
nefs, than to be at liberty to advance towards it. 
The government muff allow the people to exert 
themfrives. But, if authority contrail the powers 
and freedom of induftry, by obftriufring it more and 
more with taxes and reflraintsj if it diminilh its 
vigour by endeavouring to force it; if,'in attrafring 
all to itfeif, it fall into a ftate of dependence on 
thofe who are fubjeifr to it; if, in order to go to 
America or India, it be neceffary to pafs through 
the intricate windings of the capital or the court; 
if fome minifter, already great and jxiwerful, will 
not immortalize his name, by delivering the colo- 
nies from the yoke of a military government, by 
alleviating the oppreffion of the cuftoms upon comr- 
inerce, by opening the road to preferment for thofe 
who are brought up in the merchant lervice, as 
well as for thofe who are in the fervice of the 
royal navy: in (hort, if there is hot a total change, 
inevitable ruin muft enfue. 

Francs has committed great miftakes, and 
made many cruel facrificcs. It is doubtful whether 
p c 3 * 
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® ^ riches ihe has preferred in the iflands of Ame- 

^ rica are an equivalent to tjie llrength Ihe has loft 
on the continent of that vaft country. It is in the 
north that a frefti revolution is preparing in the 
new wftrld. That is to be the feat of our wars, 
There let us explore the fecref of our future 
deftiny. 


BOOl^ 
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BOOK X^. 


S PAIN was miftrefs of tHc rich empires of 
Mexico and Peru, die ^Id of the liew world, 
and of almoft all South America. The Portu- 
guefe, after a long feries of viadries, defeats, enter- 
prifes, miiflakes, condueffs, and Ioffes, had kept the 
rnoft valuable f^ttlemepts in Africa, in India, and 
in the Brazils. The French government had not 
even conceived it pofSbie to cffablijfh cdlonies, or 
imagined rfjat any advantage could bederivedfrom 
having poffcflions in thofe diflant regions. 

Their ambitious views were turned entirely to- 
wards Italy, Some ancient claims on the Milanele 
and the two Sicilies had involved them in expen- 
five wars, in which they had been engaged for a 
long time. Their internal commotions diverted 



them frill more from the great obje<3; of effablifh- 
ing a diftant and extenfive commerce, and from the 
idea of iricreafing their dominions by acquilitions 
in the Eaft and Weft-Indies, 

The authority of Icings, though not openly con- 
tefted, was oppofed and eluded. Some remains of 
the feudal government were frill fnbfiftlng; and 
many of its' abufes had not yet been abolifhed, 
'Phe^irince was continually employed in reftraining 

F e 4 thp 
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® ^ the reftlefs fpirit of a powerful nobility. Moft of 
the provinces tlwt cotnpofed the monarchy were 
governed by diftlniSlaws and forms o^f their own. 
Every focie^, every order in the ftate, enjoyed pe- 
culiar privil%es, which were either perpetually 
contelied or carried to cxcefs, The government 
was a complicated machine, which could only be 
regulated by the management of a variety of deli- 
cate fprings. The ;^rt yvas frequently under a 
necelEty of having . recourfe to the lhamefui re- 
fources of intrigue andcorrupdon, or, to the odious 
means of opprejQ5on ahd tyy^yi the nation 
was continually negpdadhg with the prince. Re- 
gal authority Wto jh^iojited, without having re- 
ceived the fahiElkin W the laws j and the people, 
though frequendy' top Independent, had yet no 
fecurity fi?r their liberty. Hence arofe continual 
jealoufies, apprehenfions, and ftruggles. The whole 
attention, of the government was not directed to the 
welfare of the natipni but to the means of enflav- 
ing it. The people were fen&We of their wants, 
but ignofaqt of their powers and rclources. They 
found their rights alternately invaded or trampled 
upon by their noble® or their fpvereigns. 


Firff e»pe- France, theiefpre, fuffered riie .Spaniards and 
aiiionsof Portuguefc to difeoyer new worlds, and to give 

thsPifucb. , ^ . ■’ , ' ' . “ 

to Nor.h laws to unknown nations. Thou at^ntion was at 
length excited by adminl.Cqlignya a man of thq 
moft exteniive, fteady and afthre genius, that ever 
flouriftied in that powerful empire. This great po- 
litician, attentive to the interefts of his country, 
Vyen amidft the horrors of a, ciyil war, lent Johq 
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Kibaud to Florida, in 1562. This vaft traft of 
North America then extended from Mexico to the 
country which the EngUfli have fiiice cultivated 
under the name of Carolina. The Spaniards had 
paffcd it in ifiSj but had made no fetdements 
there. The motives that engaged them to make 
this difeovery, and thole which induct them to 
relinquilh it, are equally unaccountable. 

All the Indians of the Caribbec iflands believed, 
upon the credit of an old tradition, that nature had 
concealed a fpring or fountain fomewherc on the 
continent, whofc Wiaters had the property of reftoring 
youth to all old men who were fd fortunate as to 
tafte of them. This idea delighted jhe 'romantic 
imagination of the Spaniards. Th^idfs of many, 
who were the vidims of their credulity, did notdif- 
courage the reft. Far fromlTui^efitingthat the firft 
had perifhed in an attempt, of which death would 
prove the moft certain eonfequence, they concluded 
that they did not return, b^aufe they had found 
the art of enjoying perpetual youth, and had difeo- 
vered a fpot fo delightful, that they did not chufe 
to leave it. 

Ponce de Leon was the moft famous of the 
navigators who were infatuatedwith this chimerical 
idea. Fully perfuaded of the esiftence of a third 
world, the conqueft of which was referved to ad- 
vance his fame i, but, thinking that the remainder of 
his life was too ihort for the immenfe career tlut 
was opening before him, herefplvcd to endeavour 
to renew it, and recover that youthful vigour fo nc- 
gclfary to his defigng. - He immediately bent Kis 
8 courfo 
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affafimated each other at the inftigaiilnha of their 
priefts, who. breadied Nothing hut the Iptrit of 
revenge and bioodflhcdv A* hsngih^' the geMiOrOUs 
Henry fofrened die mihdt of hr^ fidj^Oi^sV hts oont* 
paflion and tonderlKgfe Htad« i&ei cheir oew 
calanaitiesjj he revived ^eh* Ibndlft^ for the fwOetn 
of fociaf lifer he- prevailed, np^ tshehh m down' 

their arniiaf G^al^fe^dt'ife!'iive happy tffiideF 
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noaiie o%tfee Galph of Bfotieoi or tivcn near iti >' 
The4an^*‘ of .prowkii^ anatiflsa>fo, fomaikhicin . 

diofe piMEts, 4etwiTiioed;t3ieii)bCc> kcqs at atMflance 
aS: ipiiok , p! 0 ,ffifele>. ao^, Aei^efore , they g»v«. tbe; * 

preference tOid^.nnore notthi^aipatfs of ikaerica>< 
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Framcis I, had fen* oMf ar Fiorea- The F«*«ih 

tine, in i j:a3<. wM only i^k a vieia^df thoifland- 
of Newfoundlai4Vja«4?fopni«<o ofithao^ntiBenti 
but madA^no %y'ther!a.> ,■■ *«». _ 
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ropean commodities wiikithB/atagi^a^fe x)f™ 
then- furs,, he re-embathe^li^ Fa^^ , where an > 
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year 1598, have attempted to fettle colonies iri 
thofc defert regions. None of thofe firii fcttlc- 
ments prolpered,- becaufe they were all under the 
direction of excluliye companies, which had nei- 
dier abilities to chufe the beft fitui^ions, nor a 
fufficientftock to wait for their returns. One mo- 
nopoly followed another in a rapid fucceffion with- 
out any advantage i they were purfued with gree- 
dinefs, without apian, or any means to carry them 
into execution. All diefe diScreht companies fuc- 
cefllvely ruined thethfelvcsi and the ftate was no 
gainer by their lofe. Thefe niurhe^pus expeditions 
had coft France moreni^,, more money, and more 
Ihips, than other have, expended in 

the foundation of grek empires. At latt Samuel 
de Champlain went a confiderable up the river 
St. Lawrence I and in 1608, upon the borders of 
that river laid the foundation of C^ebcc, which 
became die origin; center, and capital, of New 
France or Canada. , 

Tub unbounded track, that opened it&lf to the 
view of this colony, difeovered only dark, thick 
and deep fprefts, whofe height alone was a proof 
of their antiquity, Nunah^Iefs large rivers canae 
down from a confidcr^lC diftance to water thefe 
immenfe regions. ,, . The, intervals between them 
were full of lakes.,;- Four of thefe meafured from 
two to five .hundmd leagues in circumference, 
Thefe fort of inland fcas conununicaced with each 
other j and their watcits* after forming the great - 
river St. LaWrence,^ confiderabJy increaf^ the bed 
of the ocean. , Etcry thing in this rhde part of 
the New world aj^ar^ grand and . fublime, Na- 
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ture hdtfe* d5fplay«‘d fuch i'«xurianc5randm4jcJ(l7 as * ^ 
commanded veneration i and a thoufind wild 
graces, iar fiapcrior to the artificial beautks of our 
climates. Here the imag* nation of a painter or a 
pott would have been mifed, aninpfajred, and filled 
with thofe ideas which leave a irapreffion 

mind. All duffc coulamcs* exhaled an air 
la to prolong life. I'his tempd-atufc, which from 
the pofition of the cihiut© WuA" have been ex- 
tremely plealant, loft nothing of its wholeftawnels 
by the fe verity of a long samife wintev. Thofe 

who impute this merely to the woods, iprings, and 
mountains, with which this country abounds, have 
not taken every diing into coftlkleratjon. Others 
add to theft caudes of 'the cold, the devatlon of 
the land, a pure aerial aasiol|>here, feidom loaded 
wirii vapours? and the dirbftion of the winds, 
which blow from nOrth to fourh Over feas always 
frozen. 

N<rtwTTHStaKDr^o this the inhabitant's of this o wn- 
fharp and bkak eiteace were but thinly clad. Be- n 
fore thtir mtercourfe mtS 08 , a efeii of buifldo VjJt,”’ 
or beaver (km, bound with aleadietn fl-dle, an 1 
ftockings made of A roe-buck ik»a, v/as the wlmk ^ '-J 
of their dreft. The additions they have Cncc 
made give great offence to theft oH fijen, who are 
ever lamenting the degeneracy of their unnners. 

Few of theft favages knew any thifig of hcfmn- 
dry , they only cultivated m ?iAe, and that they 
left entirely to the managciwn*’ of the wotuen, as 
being beneath the dignity of indep“r '''nt men. 

It was tlieft biueirft impreCAt/on aga Uit an eAemy^ 
that he might be reduced to riU the ground, Some- 

Voc. IV. F f times 
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times they would condtlcewd £o^o & fifliing} but 
their chi<;f ddight* and th« employment of their 
whole hfc, was hunting. For this purpofe the 
w'hole nation went out «s they did to war, every 
family matthed in fearch of fuftcnancc. They 
prepared for the expedition by fevene fafting, and 
never Hirred i»«t till they had implarcd the aflift- 
anre of their godst they did not pray for lbrcn[> . 
to kill the bea(ls> but that they might be fo fortu* 
nare as to meet Vith them, *Nonc Raid behind 
except infirm and old menj all the reft faliied 
forth, the men to hill d>e and the women to 
dry and bring it home, The winter was with 
them the fineR %afon nf 4c ^wt the bear, the 
loe-buck, the and the e!k, could not then run 
with any degite of ftriftneft through fnow that 
w 4 s four or five feettfcep. ^ The favages, who wt le 
ftopt neither by the bulhes, die torrents, the ponds, 
n^r the rivirs, and who tpuM out-run moft of the 
fwifter animals^ irerje ^eWom unfuceeTsful in the 
chace. "Wkn 4^jy were widiout game, they lived 
upon wrnsj and, for want of thefe, fed upon the 
fep or inner itg that grow# bnifteea tlw wood and 
the bark of d>e afpeft-rrcc and the birch. 

In the interval bef^t-n their hunting partks 
they made Or mended thek bows and arrows, the 
eadtesafoc Mmlng upon the fnow, and the canoes 
for CfoUtng tb 1*1^^ wi rivm. Thefe travelling 
implements* and a few earthen pots, were the only 
fpedmena of art among thefe wandering nations. 
Thofe, who were eolkdied in towns, added to thefe 
die labours requifite for their fedentary way of 
life, fortius fencingof their huts, and fecuring them 

from 
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from being Attacked. Tbe fmgei arth«£ |iAfiod ® * 

gave tbemfelves up to totiij iiiaiSHoifl, in tke 
profound fecurity. tkt j^eoplc* contetn: with theif 
lot, and fat&fted widi WhatnaiSiiie 
were ufiia<:<| 0 Aliited with th# rel&lAflhiffs wWch, 
arifts froTW a ficdfe of oOdr 0^ MHihtdkf dtat loath- 
iiiD 0^ Slid «wy thing nh^ut us, that 

neceffltf of flying folltudc, and osdiog oux^ 
feivcs of the bbtihen df life hy thsWlng it upofl 
ojherst. 

Thu a ffttutt! in gMml was beautifully pto* 
I,>oriioiKd, but they Wtuotf} agility fhan fltfittgth» 
and were tnote At t» bear the of * 

chace than hald ^^bouf* tirt'fr wWe» were ■ 
legtilar, and thefe Wai 4 hind of in their 

afpei i, whieh f!}fiy ooptt^Sedin^at and* huftiting, 

'I ht ir complufbn was of a coppet^ebJowr j wd 
they derived it from nature, by Wid<*h afl men Who 
aie conilantiy rxpofed to the oped air are tanjoed* 

This complexion was rendered fBHimorc difagter- 
able by the ahfuM oiftotw that prevails imtang 
fayipcs, of painting thei? bodies, mi fageiy ewWlr 
to diftinguiih each other at a diftanw^ to render 
themfclves more agreeable to their* jmi&ttiTes^ of 
more formidable in war, Befldes this Vamilh, they 
rubbed thcmfelvcs with the far of quadrupeds, or 
the oil of fifh, a cuftom common and neceflary 
among them, in order to prevent the intokivibic 
flings of gnats and infeifts, that fwarm in uftailti 
vated countries, thpfe ointments were prepared 
and mixed up with ctmain red juices, fltppofed to 
be a deadly poifon to the mofchcttoes. To thefc 
feveraJ m^tho 4s of anointing thehifelves, which pe- 
F f a netrate 
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» ^ 6 « Retnpiic £h« fldn, may be a4ddi tljc 

i,--;^--- .■ fuittigatijalifs they ma4t m buts againfl; tkxfc 
}nr«€b, !p4 tbf fircfithey kept all the 

^ wu«s0r to themielviifs, and w djrjr their meat. 

This was fukcient to mAe them ^ear frightful 

Jjpopje, 

Their fi^ht, 

fmdll, and hearii^ aiid all tkir limfa, were re- 
maritaWy q«i«k> ait¥j gave diem early notice of 
their diggers wanss. Tkfr were few, bpt 
their fickiheflb were frill frwr, They hardly 
knew of my hoe wte were otsofroned. by too 

Tusv vtepe not a v^ nfiffltetous people , and 
jjMCdfrhly this mjght be m ad^rsge to them. 
Pdiifru^ tiafrocfS mafr: ^aft increafr of popu- 

lation) becaufr, as they are gowned by amktious 
tufers, who arc the mow inclined to war from not 
being petfontdly engaged in it» they arc under a 
ftCcelSty of lighting, either to invade or rcpulfc 
their neighbOMrs} and Iwaufe they never have a 
fbSclitnt extent of territory to IhUsfy their enter- 
l«dfrng and eR|<eti6v«! way of life. But unconnefted 
Mtlm^ who aw wandering, atid guarded 
by thedefetts which divide them) who can fry 
whm dfcgflift atuekc)^ and Whofc poverty pre- 
ferves from or Cuffitring any in- 

jufticc ) frich fevage iwdeia^ do not frid the want 
of niwabcrsk perhaps iwkhtt® more is required, 
than to be able to rellll die Wild beafrs} occa- 
fionally to drive away an Infrgoifrcani: enemy, and 
touftodly to tach other, If they had been 

more 
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itiote pojjiilous, they wotjJd tht fmtk h»^<S‘ 
haalhsd the countfy they iishabi^, amid have tweil 
fdrmi to reitliove in fedwrh d( a*oeWi tfieotdy, 
or, at leaft:, the greiteft* rwkforftw*^ aft«i»d5ag iheif 
prcearioifs way of life* 

<jf thefe which* iwsf- 

fibly, did not occw fo ikong^y to ftvage* of 
"Cdii^a* the nattut of dunp waaalblic fnStei<jot to 
check tiwir iticieafe* Thtnjgh tky Myed in a 
countty aboundmgin game aad yet in fomo 

ftafonsi and fometto^cts jfot whole yet(ra> this te*- 
fourcc laded (hem: Aiid faiAunsf thedocodiofted a 
gieat defi-hiiStion ainwg p(m|)le who weie At too 
great a djfhnte to affiil easch other, Ti]tew Wars* 
or tufifienr holKlitiet, the Ieffo^of1^«l1[^afumo-' 

^^ne■;, were very ddlrw^ttt;, Meo. cohtaiifly m* 
cuihwoed to himt for theil fwbBfhsodii?, to t»af in 
pieces the anhnil they had overtaken* t<i>he?r the 
cries of death, and fee the Hietlding of h’oed, moll; 
have been ftill Jiartte «niel ih w^r, if poffib’e, than 
tnir ovm people, Jrt a WWd, liwSiiwrthfUn'ding ail 
that hns been laid in favour (rf iniiri% cfolldfen to 
hardlhipt, which mided tho G»e!ttcoffwfch a 
degree, that he ordered diar h®ae of hb iaiiora 
ehildrcH /honid drink Any bOt icijs^waicr (an 
esipt rimcnt which pi oved fatal to all who tned ir) , 
it is certain, that a g^cat many yoong favagts 
pcrilhdd tUrcnigh honger^ third* fo^ rtadf'^^nC, 
lEveii thoftt who® ronftitolioh was llfOAg enough 
to bear the nfoai of thofe cJwnips, to 

fwim over the hroadejH rivers* to got^ohandred 
leagnes on a Mjnring|tafty, te live m«fiy days with- 
mt fl<S(?p* to fobflit a Ooaterabk dare withoot 
^ F f 3 Any 
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® * ®oy c*:hay|fced, 

Wrw and tdtaiJy ttdfit for the |(Oi|>ofes of gehcrttion. 
Few ^cnefofong-lwed ?ii our peojpileai wliofo man- 
ner of is more uniform and tpaqull. 

Tn* auihetity of a Spanjan eduftatbn j thecuf- 
twm inuring children to Itand labonr and coarfe 
foodj has befen prpdudive of dnngefous raiftakcs. 
iPhilofofdiersjdefiftous of alkviaimg the mii'enes in- 
cident to mankind, jhave endeavouird to comfort 
the wretched wh^b have bech doomed to a life of 
haidfliijm, by petfuadiftg thiem that it was tire moll 
whOleftMtie and the befo iThe iirh have eagerly 
adt^ted a whith fervM to raider them m- 

fenfiblie to the foghrSngs of 'dhe jioor, and to dif- 
jprnfo thdto foom thedudles (/humanity and com- 
panion. But it is an error to imagine, diat men 
who are employed in the rnore laborious arts of 
fociety, live as long as thofe who enjoy the fnnt 
of dicir tod* Moderate labour fitengthens the 
human frame i exi^ehive labour impairs it, A pca- 
fant is an old mm at fetys while the inlxabitants 
of towns, who live fo affluence and with fome de- 
gree of moderation, frequently attain to ft>uricorc 
and upvilards. Even men of letters, whofe employ - 
ments are by no meanfl favourable to lieaith, afford 
many milanoes of longevity. Let nor then our 
modern writings propi^te this falfe ami cruel 
brrof to feduce the nch to dil^egafd the groaha of 
» the poor, *01(1 to transfer all their tenderuei. from 

their vaffals to iheir doga and hoifes* 

Three original languages wwr fpokisn in Cana- 
da, foe Aigonquin> foe Sioux# and the Huron* 
Xtey were coifodercd primitive languages, be*, 

eaufo 
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awfc each of thwi ct>nt4jri4ed wAay of thofejhtii- ^ 

Mtivc words, which convey adJd^Ssi ^ th|6j|» hf •' 
the found. This 4iak<^ flo^ then*;, 

ncai I y m many a$ thein ^ 

were found iui thefe liusfwag^s^i ibecjstfjfe the infkt? ' 
mbd ofdie favi^tfeMew^ise^af^ %; vlow beyond 
thi pre&nt amd the s^i !« 

they hawr bus ^ |fcid^,Want t» re-* 

prelient feineraj u^iet ©now thsis %n. Ik- 
fides, thelai}|?uai^of thefofiio^Ie^ always 
aninutetl by a fi|wkk,. Tfitti|»k, a«i4 Ifen’Mon, 

excited by thegmatifeeacsof KArUreii contr»&ed a 
lively andfjoetical caftfrtMin^irltyem^an^ 
im^ihii^n. The eilmdlhmeMC 
which prOtxeded fram theki^totS^^ ^«fe cheni 
a ftrongprajpenfiry toexaggrmpon* Ti!^ expteficd 
what they fawi their lang$4g|# paiijted^ as itwchc* 
natural objedta In ftroingco|4urin§i and rh-^ir dil'- 
courfes were i^uite pidurfclquc. Far wa®t Of terms 
agreed upon to tknote eeitain compound Ot cmn* 
plex Ideas, they tuAdeujjeof %urAttve oppreflkni, 

What was HUi wanttng in Ipeech, they fitf^ied by 
their geftares, their attitudes* thek bodily n'Otuins, 
and the moduktioM of the voiocii The hptdcft 
metaphors were rnorefamiUarw^'dumii In ct OiiEHsu 
tonverfttion, than t^eyai’e •wen in epk poetry m 
the Eurt^cMj languages. Their Qwedics in public 
affcmblies, partacukrly^, ww full of 
energy, ftridpathoa. NoGsuehoy Floman wator 
evcrlpoke, perhapv, with ii^Ote'ftrengdi and fub- 
liirinity than one of their chiefs. Tc^waa thought 
Acceffary to pcrfuaddtlurai ixi remove ti u diftance 
fion? thdr Asdtve Ibll, mre iwttf ihld hcj «n 
f i 4 
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» » » « thi mrf&ikrs ^ hui^i iH #V. ShU 

It xm^ t®0y Am f*tiA natiwfjfc could 

not be fo gj^ntk A^r & m rUdt of Siouth 
America. They |fee^ tlut tlM^ hael dwt degree 
of adivity and ftrength whh;h ^ peddle of the 
ISJorthcrn oaiiona always wnldl they are, 

like the ©f J^ics. from 

ourfelvca. I'faiiiry but fuf attained to that de- 
gree of kftowkd^e^aiui dvilmtiom, m which in- 
fliod alone lead men tit the ^*ac© of a few 
ythrai and it i« amtmg ifech jneoide that a plilio- 
foplwsr may ftudy m?* in hi® oAmtal Hatr. 

Tjaat wem divided into fevcsral InalJ nation*., 
whofcform ttf^vrrunheoi Was nearly fimtUr. Some 
had hercviiiajt thieAa Other*., eleifted thems the 
greater |M«t were only dlredcd by thew old men 
They Wfctt mere aCociedons, fomiM?d by chance, 
and always freei thotigh united, tWv were bound 
by no we. The wdl of Individuals was not even 
overruled by the geortal one. aA.il decifioR^ were 
considered only a miifmci advice, ^hieh was not 
binding, or enforced by any fioaalty. If, in one 
of tki^ fm^ular t man was wodcnncd 

to death, k Was CMhei a kiM of war st^wnft a 
commoA mmff than an pf julUce ttaerctied 
agairtil: a ful^eA. oqssrciw|»ower, good 

manpfora, eiAtbiiles edition, * reSpeiSt ieft tdd 
m^:n, a pswotal iwntamed, peace in 

thefe focietiw, Wheit ^hete wns #ei«lvei' Uw nor 
property, Knafon, whiijk bad hoc betn miilisd by 
prejudice or tormjAsed aii? is with 

us 


f 


IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIfeS, 



«s, ftrv>e4 thrift lAftead of moml pjrec^pts ^ jfiV ® *xv 
i|oUdon$ of police. Harmony sto<3 finfwdty wisufe ’ 
m 'inUiOed wkhoot4hei|Qt«|)Olkk^(!fgO^^ ,, 
Atithorlty ntvcr etjcroacw ,npo« po^rftii 
of nawrf, the lokofiudtTfiMeiicft} whieli, 
cnlij^tejifed % rcafea, 'prod»<^ in us djc love of 
et^u ilitf. 

HniJCti aidlfes tijaf regard aidulcfe tljft ISaa'Ages feavo 
for eac K oidbr. 'Th^ eji5|>riefii<Mi»,of 

elleem, iwad eSKip^ due Jfafne in return. They 
are obliging, bws; refetvcdi they W^IgH thftir^ords, 
and Itikm with great ah:<»tk?n. Thyir gravity, 
whith appears lihe a kind of meitacholy, iipaf 
ticulariy bbfervahh? in their rfationai ali^bltes* ‘ 

Fvery one ipaaks in hl»tw% aceanUngrehisage, 
experience* ahd hit lerviefs. No t«te It war in* 
terriq^ted, eiehcr by irsdccent refleflionti or ill- 
timed appUtife. Their pobik rJkirs are managed 
with fuch difinterefhjdftHs as is ufthnown in our 
governments, where the welfare of the ffette is 
baldly ever promoted but from feJOfli views or 
party fpiriti It is no nacotftwwn thing to hear one 
of theie favage orai»M* when his IJjweb has met 
•with univerfa! appkule, teliitig thoffe who agreed 
to his opinion, that another ihihi b wmt deferring 
of their mnfidencf. 

Tftis mutual ref|ie!?l aWtong the inbabkants of 
t%: fame pladc * fn'etalis fjetweM* the fcWrel na- 
when they are tM in atfibal War. The dc- 
ptitid are received and treated wkh that friendJitip 
that is dtie to men who cohie tb treat id*' peace and 
ailislince. Wandering nhtlom, who have not the 
Icaft notion of incrcafmg theit terptory, never ne- 
guciate 



44# HISTORY OP SStTIifMRNTS AND TRADE 

* * * gociate for conqwet, or foi* any interefls reladve 

w to doinifiiOAtt thofe nrho Ijavc Ibied fcttle- 

tnentsjaevejr etnitcncl wkhotfem for coming to Hyc 
. io theirdiftri^ froYidcd <^liey do not moki them. 

' The earth, (hy they* b made ^bf stli mftft* no one 

muft poffefs the &am laf wo. All dbte polices* 
therefore* of the favages oonflft in forming leagues 
againA an enemy ■ssrho is too numomw or too 
j(b»Bg, and in ft^ending hoftilitiea that become 
too (idtruf^ve. %hm they have ?^ed upon a 
tn?ce or league of amity* it b ratified by mutually 
exchanging a belt* or ftring of b«ads, which are 
a Icind of The white oijes are very 

common^ bin the purple ones* Whkh are rare, and 
the black, i?ltich prc ftill iimrc fo, are mudi 
cAcemed. They work them intojt cylindrical form, 
bore them, and then make them up into neck- 
laces. The branches are about a foot long, and 
t)»e beads are ftrung upon them one after ajptother 
in a ftmight line. The necklaces are broad belts, 
on which the beads are placed in rows, a»id neatly 
tacked down with little flips of leather. T he fiac, 
weight, and colour of thefis fhelk, arc adapted to 
the importance of the bufineis. They ferve as 
jewels, as records* and as airnala. They are the 
bond of union between nations and individuals. 
They ere die Jacred and inviolable pledge which is 
a confirmiition of worda, promhfeS', and treaties. 
The chiefs of towns atjfe the keepcia of thefe re- 
cords. They know their meaning* they interpret 
themj and by means of thefe figos, they tranfmit 
the hiAorj' of the eputtfry to the fwdeeding gene- 
ration, * 


As 
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As ilie fe?8ges poUfefs no ndkst tJujy ajt« of * *• 

abenovolrofitora. A Mking m](l^oeOf this a|t« . 

pears ift lie care ijhcy tkke of eheir ofphafts, 
widows, and ift&rm "Tlajy iibcndly {bare ^ % 

their fcanty ptov^fioau^ith ■wWfe crops bt^e'e 
failed, ca* who feftfe Wft» ia hunting 

«r fifbjog. Their taWea apd iNdcs are open 
night aoiday *0 fteangw and ttaxMcllewi. This 
generous hoi^ttsdiSyit iiiteh ttiahw* the advantages 
of a private im-w »|)iabiia hh^iog* is chiedycon- 
f pR uous Jilt their eh<*rw»aonfcAts. A 6vage daijrtw 
lelpefl, not jhimuch from yrhat he ppSfedhs, as 
from what he gives away* The ^Itok ibock of 
piovifionscolkiSled during a chace that has Rafted 
lix months, is frequently expended m One day? 
and he who gtm enwriainmeni; enjoys imtt 
plcafure than bis guerts^. 

NoKa of the writers who hive dtfct^^&d the 
manners of the lavages haw reckoned henevoknoe 
among their yittnes. But fhis ma^ be owing to 
prejudice, which has made them confound anti- 
pathy and refeniment with natural temper. T hdfe 
people neither love nor ci|ecm the Europeans, nor 
are they very kind to them. The inequility of 
conditions* which we think fb necefiiiry foi the 
welUfaeiag of iodety, is, m their opinion, the 
greattdl fdiy . They are ftiocked t» fee that among 
m, one man has more property tlian fevs^ral atheia 
coileiftiweJy, and that tins firfl inpdlite is pioduc- 
tive of a fecond, which is, that the man who lias 
moft nches is m that account the moll ref|>efted. 

But what appears to thwii a rneannefs bitiow the 
bnite tsreatwtt <ihat mfiii who arc cqu4 by 

ture 
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mrc ftiouM degfMt thcmJel’Wjj^ f«u* as to depend 
upon die wUI or the capticc of another. The re-* 
fpc€l!; 'we fliev^ to titles, dignities, juid eljpcciially to 
hcreditat 5 f nobiHty, they call m j,hiluir, in out- 
rage to h«iwn natufe. Whoe^ knows how to 
guide K canoe, to beat an enemy/ to bujid a hut, 
toHv'e upon liftk, to go a hundnedieagues in the^ 
woods, with nooth^r^idethah the wind and fun, 
or any provision but a bow and arrows j he ads the 
part of a man, and what mtsec can be expeded of 
him? That r^iefs difpnfjitWn which prompts us 
to emfe fo many fea^ in tjoeft of fugitive advan- 
tages, appears tp 4hem ratlier the elFcd of poverty 
than of ihdbffry. ' They laugh at ow arts, our 
maopefs, and all thofe cu/bms Which jnfpire us 
with a greater degree of vanity, in proportion as 
they remove us further from the l^ate of nature. 
Their franlcnefs and honedy h routed to mdigna- 
tiou fay the tricks and cunning which have been 
prAdifcd in our dealings with them. A mukiTudc 
of other motives, fomc founded on prejudice, but 
frequently on rcafon, Have rendered the Euro- 
peans odious ro the Indioips. They have made rc- 
priftSs, *A<J are become h^rJh ami cruel in their 
intcarcouffe with or. The .tverfion and contempt 
they have conceived for our manners, has ’'4lwa}''s 
mMe them stvo'd our fociety, W? have never 
been aide to iccoftcilc any of them m Otir indul- 
gent manner uf J^ingj whereas we hnve feen 
fomc Europeans foregoall tliecoiiveRknciesof civil 
life, retire into die ftweis, and take up the bow 
and the efob of the favage. 

An 
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Am innate 9^" bcwoknce, bosirew, ^ 

timci brmgs the f4.v4ges bidk to tas* At the |je- 
glnjofog of the winter a ^’rench vcfiy wi* 't^'recheS 
upon tlie rocks of Anticofti. The Ihilori who hil4 
creape4 the rigonr of the feffon the daflygen «if 
famine in this defwt ond fav-aite il5an4» bnik a 
bark out of the recnaih^ of uhcirthip, which, in the 
‘ following fpying, tjmHyed. nhetti tjoilie continent* 

They were obfbved in f Jin|;tn4 '|)»piring 
ftate, by a hut filled widh fawa^cs. Mhfk^t fwd 
the chief of thS$ lonely fiunily, addrelBng Wmielf 
affedbnately to WitiM «ra #i» 

fiitr aainar »0mt. m mi th 
Is i/# imrn m 

k the f$m ^ ^ ^ Thplfe 

humane «pins®ons nfee nt*ci»ar^anf»Hl with every 
token of frkndfoip thiplfe ^eneroua jGtvageSiiad it la 
their power iO |l«sw. 

Owe thing only was wanting to complete tihc 
happinefs of tlie free Amerkansi, add that wa# dw 
happincfs of being food of their wivts. Narufo, 
indeed, has in vaitt bfllowW oh their wmea a good 
foape, beautiful eyes, jpkafmg features, and long 
black ha>r. All thefe accowplifomcnts are no 
longer regarded than while they rniuain w a ftate 
of independence. They no fooncr fitboik to the 
rnatrinioiMal yoke, but even their hufoand, who 
is the only aian they love,, grows infeufibk to thofe 
charms they were fo Ifoeral of before ’mjjrriagc. 

The ftatf of life, Indeed, to whkh thk rondiiion ; 
fubjc<9ji them, is by no njfepisfovtnirable to beauty. 

T}vlr features alter, and they Icfe at onc-e the ile- 
4fe and ihc power of plcafing. They are labo- 

imh 
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fiovis* ind«f#tigable, mkJ They dig the 

groimd) fe^> »nd tbdbr kdbtods, 

» who to Ibop tp tbe drudgeri®* «f husban- 

dry, ajndfe thfitiiifclivca SKrith honeing, ifiihuJig, ihoot- 
ing with th* bow, and dl^ng the dwinion of 
ttian pterSh? earth* 

Ma» V of thefbnatiottssdlow ii,|d«kfaiiiy ofwives } 
nnd even thofe that do iM»t priwfitife fwdygamy, have 
<Jill jTferted to i^erin^y«< thej^Ksty ^14 a divorce. 
The very idea of m jadilbluWe 4ie» oeva once 
entered the thoughts a Ipcople wl!a>are free tili 
death. When <Wft wehid^. are ^narried difagre<», 
they put by confent* #4 divide their chiidren be- 
tween thetn* Nothing i^ipears to them more re- 
pugnant to nature and rcafeo than the contrary 
iyflem whi4) prevaih amongchrifcana. The great 
Spirit, fay they, hath created all to be happy, 
and we Shouhl oflhod him, were we to live in a 
perpetuaj State of conftnunt «Mt»d uneafioefe. Tliis 
fyStem agrees with what one of d»e Miamis faid to 
one of the miffionarics. eM I were een- 

timtuMf at •o$riante, mgkbm‘ equslh 

with his. We haw exthaa^ed w/tw* 4x4 are hath 
fatisfied* 

A celebrated writer, whfcan we cannot but ad- 
itdre, even when we d*fler from him m opinion, 
has obferved, that iovc among the Americans is 
never produ^rive pf indiiftry, genius, aftd charac- 
ter, as it is smcuig the Enropeans. TSie favages, 
it is faid, are neither acquainted whh the tonnents 
nor the delight dT this tinoft; violent of all paf- 
fions. But if they arc not So fond pf women as 
civilized people ate, it is not, perfuips# for want 
of powers or inclination t» population. But tlie 

.Sirft 


m rm bast aw wtsr m>m ; Mf 

firfl: wants of nature ruay* pef|»a|wt# lefeaia in ^ ^ 

the claims of tHefecond* ITheirilrenj^isalimeifi 
allcahittftediftfw*^ Heat- 
ing and other ogpedihi^ them- tidtliter -iihe , 

opportunity nor thalisAftiit'iof 'Ip the ioA , . 

creafe of their fpedeti Ho i«3®d*|4hg nation 'Can 
ever be miimeroua.- women 

obliged to foHowtbwhuilittndaa'Ji^ 
with chEdmj at diear o/ ^ ftte ar#si! 

What #onld become df ^ e|ii^dltii(s(f ’^hetofclves 
if deprived of the mlljt'that fail 

doriog the fetigues of Itoring pw- 

vents, and War tkifbfoys* ^0 inCjNstldb df imnklnd. 

A ravage wturior rehfts the Ihdocing arts of yoting * 
women who ftrive jto iSlurc him. When nature 
compels thw wnder fe« to make the ftrft advances, 
and to pmdiie the mc« that avmd dtofc 

who are lefs inSamed with military atdOur, than 
with the charmsof beauty* yMd to the temptation. 

But the mjewartiors, who have been eaily taught 
that an intercourfe with women enervates ftrength 
and courage* do not fo cafily furrender. It is not* 
therefore* owing to natural defeds that Canada is 
unpeopled, but to the track of life purfueti by its 
inhabitants. Though they are as fit for procrea- 
tion as our northern people, all iheir ftmngth is 
employed for their own prcfcrvation. tlung<r 
does not permit them to attend to the paflion of 
love. If the people of the fouth facrificc every 
thing to this latter delire, it is becaufe the former 
is eafily fatisfied. In a country where nature is 
very prolific, and man confumes but little, all the 
ftrength he has to fpare is entirely turned to po- 

pulationr 
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jpulationj wbicli); ja iiffiftal Iby the warmth, 

&f t|te dimate. In a dimate sphere men ccuifume 
more that» nature them without pains j 

tjic time an4 the ifatniltks of tJie human fpecks 
aie exhati^d m fatigues that are ^bcrknental m 
pOpUifttHW. 

But a further prisof that the iavages are not 
Ids inclinesfl to womdt than lye 4te» is, that they 
are mu^‘h iondef of cljeir chil^lren* Their mothers 
fucUe them iHl they are four or five years old, and 
fomej^mes till fix mr leven» i*fom their carliefi in- 
fanq', their patents pay a to their natural 

independence, and never heat or chide them, left 
they llipuldchnc^ tfelt h^^aod martial fpirk, width 
is one day to conditute their principal charafter, 
I'Jiey even forbear to make pie uf ftrong argu- 
ments toperfuaclc them, becaurc this would be m 
fume medure areftraiiitupon thdr will, As they 
are only taught what they want to know, thq’ are 
the happieft children upon earth, if tliey die, die 
p^renis lament them with daep^ regret i and will 
fometimes go fix months after, to weep over the 
grave of tlteir child, and the modicr will fprinkle 
it with, hex own milk. 

Thc tics of frienddup ar.iong the favages arc al- 
moll as ftrong as thofc of nature, and more lallmg, 
Tliefe are never broken by that variety of clallung 
interefts, winch, in oelf fociedts, wcalcen even the 
tendercll and moft fatred connedions. When a 
man has fixed his choice, he depofits in the breaft 
of his affociatc his inraofl thougiits, hn fentimcnts, 
his projcfls, hts Ibrrows, and his ]oys. Thc two 
friends fnare every dung in common. Their union 
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is for lifej they fight fide fay fidej wd if one fads, 
the other confbantly dies upon the body of his 
friend. If they arc fcfJafated in Ibme imwittcnt 
danger, eAch calls Ofx&n the name of hi& friend, 
and invokes his fpirit, as his tmteJar deity. 

The favages fhew a degree of penetrarion and 
fagacity, which atenilhes evcly n*te who has not 
obftrved how much onr awand methods of life 
contribute to render our minds dull and inaAive : 
becaufe we are feldom under a necefiity of think** 
ing, and have only the trouble to leant. If how- 
ever they fall Ihortof pcrfe^rion in everything, as 
the moft fagadous animals are obfervtd to do, it is, 
probably, becaufe, as they have no ideas butfuch 
as relate to their prefent wants, the equality that 
fuhfids between them, lays every individual under 
anecelTityof thihkingfor himfclf, and of /pending 
his whole life in acquiring this comrrton ftock of 
Lnowle Jgc ; hence it may be reafooably inferred, 
that the fum total of ideas in a fociety of lavages 
IS no more than the fum of ideas in each indivi- 
dual. 

Instead of afaftrufe meditations, tfie favages 
deliuht in fongs. The^' are faid CO have no variety 
m tbcir fnigingj but it is uncertam whether rhofe 
, who have he.ird them had an car properly adapted 
to their mufic. When we fiifi: hear a foreign Ian - 
g’lage fpoken, the whole ft*em‘ one eontmiicd 
found, and appears cobepronounc*’d with the fame 
tone of voice, without any modulation or profody. 
It IS only by continued habit that We learn to difl in- 
guifh the words and fyllables, and to perceive that 
the found fomc is dull, and that ol others fiwrp, 

VoL. IV. G g as 
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. .i* '\>Mili44*'k ..mii.iOf' hi* iub'*' 




war, 
i m cheir 

^?|e' ^ fc 4 «i:ercd limbs, 

^ ' 'be^^' Wita^ije,' ayt, ^aod^ ^at ir 

iinwld. ^y« luft dMtt. cibra^cri^c^ civilized 
couwri^; ^ re^ut^ tpa fet of 

wp^ftw n withoiit aaeaijJftg. t« w wkh 
day as with lang^aiffla ij^y g^w ab%a^^ lii^e 

idraa they atc imeoded flo reprdfcnt. The 
figttsofthc%s««;OTOj?CJdlc^^ ^ die minds of 
yl y ln,idie fame man- 

ner a iingle w«^di »» * learned language, ex- 
preflfes-feyceal ideas* ib, in an ^egpifcal. dance, a 
a fittgtemttit«de» isfr%ie|it to-exeke a , 

of ima- 


pi^ve7 ’,B^Bd«»»,;^ lavag«'.cai*cxlii^t none but 
(ixang Mwi feroci<w» and tbefc 

muft i>e regi^tcd bf moredignifij^* *“ 
tbeir dances, wWch are dw langiw^ of geftune, 

'e ' - . ,' the 






tikt Hrft tindl finapldl of tdl latigui^;iex. b o o it 

living in a of civil Jbdet^t bo< 1 tn ^tace^ MVit 




exprdSfed bf ddicaCB nmgBSjxfiic to'tnaveji x«iln<!ii 

ideas% Ic might nott boVM»f«r» Iw 

times to biing back dAncibg to its Ikit origih» to 

exhibit the did fin^idiy of toanijKtli toievbe the 

fitfl: lenfationa of natore b)t mdeioht which re^e* 

fent themj to ^cpm fotti thib ahtd^oastni 

tiHc mode of the Greeka tthd Romtuth^ wad m kdcflt 

the liveljr and fignidont hitag^ of the iudht Ca* 

nadianso 


T«®si ravages, alwajtsi fOCidiy daitMWd «o the 
puifuit 6f the pit&nt paito, are extravagantly 
fbnd of gitniflg, as is ufoal wldt ali idle people, 
and efpedally of gamcsof chance. Thelaiiie men, 
who are cdnmonly h fedate,'‘modetlaie> anddilin- 
tereibed, and have fuch a command of themfdves, 
are outrageous, greedy and turbulent at play; 
they lofe thdr peace, their feniha, and all they are 
poffelTcd of. Deftitute of almofl; every thing, co- 
veting all they fee, and vHhen they lifch h, eager 
to have and «njoy it, their attendon lb entirely 
turned to the moft fpeedy and mdteft way of ac-> 
quiHnglt. ThistSaConfequenceoftheirmannd^, 
as well as of their chaniiSbar. The pndpitfl: of pre- 
fcnt happineft always prcventf .them from dilcem- 
tng the evils that may cnfue. Their forecaft does 
not even reach from day to night. They afe al- 
ternately filly chfidren and violent men. Every 
thing depends with them on the prefent moment. 

Gamino alone would lead than to lupeufiltion, 
even if they were not nacutifiy jlubje^ to that 
G K a foourite 
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B o o®; fcourge of tfee humah/iflcftv ’iBot: as they have few 
. '.T ' pbyficiaaVor .BasMn4 to have rtcouHc 

• tOj t W f»;»ffeJP: |efs of the mind 

■ thap pplijfiibdfhji^^ !&e^r dlfpofcd 

'OOtioii‘^>a:.fitfeB'e'i^"is^d |kc wOtM- as be 

;pl^ifes4 ' :tJbey'M<^^''*«f)in^ which this 

'■ bjein^'^wii'*s.u'^&i^-W^ifchaacebtf^ them, 

Ki.:,{tetha|^!:n^fe ''.pbife^hy in^«3sH ^febmiffion, 
thah'ih ail the„ feafedmgs ^nd declamations of our 
• phBofophotiJ/ ' ^ 

^ tis^0fc'''tT)m'llA'p3riocri^^ which 

od(;w...to.tl54'i?i«»'^' ti^hd as foon'asi; has acquired 
any conception of ihvijSble fobiUnoesj . Sometimes 
they, wor&ip a dyer, a^foreft, thefun ot die moon ; 
iniboft;, any; beings b. wlpeh they have obferved a 
certajin ipower and motion^ becaruie, wherever they 
fee motion they cahhbtinccoUiit forj they fuppofc 
there. isija'.'fp-ul. '"" ■:; ;! ' i;’:,- -. ■■_'■ '■■' ■' . ' ' • ' ' 

- XnEV feem CD have ,f^ 
ftatei^btit, .'having', no p# of morality, they 

do not'liml: .die nci^t life;.rs a ftate of rewtird for 
yfettie? ajid.pdrihhment believe that 

the indefatigable hliiratfmito»^ :th« fetp”lcfs and mer- 

cifefsrwirriori who^yMnpr^b^^ 

■and. will . after death 

■pafs ccmtiicipp^'j^Hete •, -$6'; will. -be fupplied 
withlplWty. ^ aniimls tojatisfy his 

hunger}. whereas thoic wlib. ^re',giowh old in indo*- 
,icnce andwkhont giOJyy Will be for: ever baniflied 
into a barren ''J^d, where' they Will be eternally 
■'"'•'’'v;'' ■'■■ expofed 
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expofcd to famine and iickncfi. Their tcnc^ ;sfcr(; 
fuited to their manijters^dthcif; wants;; >The^.^** 
lieve in fuch pleafnres shd 
are acquainted wii^. . Theyh^f'^c mctne'hfil'es.fh^ 
fears, and/arc Mppy,-,eyehdn,,idheir df},ihfiqn^;;;.'1;%ey 
are, however,,; oi^n •tornse^d dreams /',,".; y 
Ignorance ja;mtura%'|hhnje' tC(:<:onne^^ fome- 
thing.myfteriqos withdrcaiTi^;,a«d^,af(^i^ them* 
to the .agency of, fome:pawcrful;feeiag,;i,ydiq:'1^^ 
the opportunity, ' when'-ohr l^iri^;®p^' 5 r«fperoie^ 
and lulled afieep, of watching dyer :tiii in' 
fence of our lienfes..- Itls/iasjjhivwsre, alhulf'difr 
tinft from our own, that gKd^’into ro ipfrirm 
us of what is to coitic, when we Cannot yet ;fe« ki 
though futurity is always prefent to :tM Being who 
created all things. • 

In the bleak andpoi^hcHoiiates of Canada, where 
the people live by hunting, their netTes ate apt 
to be painfully affected by ,$hC.inclcmcnGy of the , 
weather, and . by fatigue . and , long abhinence. 
Then ihefe favages have, rnelancbojy and trotiblc- 
fome dreams i they imagine they are- furropaded 
with enemies ; they fee tlieir town -furprifed, and 
deluged in blood; they receive tinjuiies ..and 
wounds;, their wives, their children, their friendsi 
are carried ofi'. When they, awake, they talte 
thefe vihons for a v/arnmg from the gods » and 
that fear which firft infpired them with this idea, 
atlds to their natural ferocity, by the melanclioly 
caft it gives to their thoughts, and their glci^omy 
complexions. The old women, who are u^fs iri 
the world, dream for the fafety of the common-* 
wealth. Some weak old men alJb, like them tpoi, 
G g ■? dfearh 
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dream- on public a05!U)ra,. in which they have no 
Ihare; or influence. ; Xoiing men who are unfit for 
war, or laborfous^^i^^ that 

they aiay;lw«n part Jb the adnah^ration of 

the idan;., 3^ vain hath it du- 

ring twoi ftsenturifis, to renaove iflbionf ib deeji^y 
rooted. !Xhe favagra have conftaatl^ Teu 

and 

yet re^me us ta iektm tBn^s mrsimfra^ 

heMe, Tins we iee iir thefe untutcereiiaaimns the 
feeds of prieftc^ii whh aH ita tram evils, 
WiRi it :ai» tfeefe mdanchtdy fits and 
dreatns^r thtib'wbnBIcareeever be imy contentions 
amtmg them,' ^ long in 
tlu>fe <wuntrks» an Indian 

in a pa^m. I/yithout fuperftition, dierc would be 
as far national as private qtoirels. 

pRivara difieitnces are moft commonly adjufted 
bythe mt^orkyof dbepeople. The relpeil Ihcwn 
by the ration to the: jqggr«v«i party, iboths his 
fidf^lnve, and to peace. It Is more 

difficult topreveat quarrels, or put an end to hofti- 
Itties between two^naiions. 

War often takei its Hfcfrom hunting. When 
two companies, which were feparated by a foreft a 
hundred leagues in extent, happen to meet, and 
m, iotetfeie with each other's iport, they foon 
quhrel, and mjmthofe weapons againftooeanoffier 
winch were mtehded for the deftrtudiQti of bears. 
This ftdrtniffi is afoufix of :eiemal d^^ 

The Vanquiflied party vows implacable vengeance 
againft the cosquaurs, a national hatred which 
will be maintained by thdr potent^, ^dhe re- 
kindled 
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kitidkd ,tl*eir TheJmtiaidfc.%otitids 

whid* both particsfu^r hi IkirinahiSs^j^^ 
■fomcdmoi put on, 

fctiimisyoiiing ii»ni ifHois iheheat^ may* 

have b<^ tcmplied 
■tancci in 
(kill; But 

are not '-.'iilV' ; ;> .• . 

' Thi ddtoaaoa'‘cif.3ai!aa^;«|^A^ , 

fary, is -not^ 

one •raanv* ■ ■Thaaai®on,'h^ctsi-'am^ j^aks. ' 

He 'th«;aatiirj6';<rf--'^; 5^ ,jof 


BOOK 
'3cr.'/ ' 



.and the com^^oetK^oi 

The orators /peak ilire<%.^ia awidwut 

hefitaticKP, wichontdigrei^EbhjOr^^^^^^^ 

the cafe* The arg«0M^ a 

ftrength <£ rcaConi%» j^^ 

from the evideoee and hmp^dty of ; die;Oa^r 

difputej and «y«a M 

Jefs affeded by tkw ig 

among os by a ccunbiitadofi ' ii^^ 

unanimoufly detcnain^ by t^ a general 

ihoot, the aJKes ajre inwed jean 

they feidoiw itrfnle; as fomc in- 


jury to tevtogc, tO- fome B pri- 

fonersi.' V- v •' ‘v’ -.v :-o '■;., -v 


The ffftrj^es nes^ |»*oc^ed to the cleftion of a 
chief, orq^cain^f the expedmtm; ^d great Airefs 
ts laid'upaiphyfiog^othyj' Tius iiUghittw a wry 
fallaciousi and cvoi ridtOMbus, >ay of formii^ a 
judgment of men> when? th«y bive lieen trained 
! 0 g 4 up 
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up from i^cir infancy to difguife their real fenti- 
ments, and where, fey a coi»ftaht.pra<5lice of difli- 
mulation and artificial paSions, the: couptenance is 
no longer , ,^i5»epyc^f the mind*; Bjut la favage, 
« whp is foiely ^ided fey'^iaa^ore, and is acquainted 
with it^ -Wkifigs, is feldotp mistaken in, the judg- 
ment he forms at firil fight. The cfekf requilite, 
n?ixt to a wariilix ,«^^ a , Strong voice j be- 

ciuie, . in'^■arndc»;!sJt^t^:,wirch ,..|irifhou£'..drums or 
clarions^ in ordet, tjioee to furprhe the 

eacmy,^.nfet|iihg:i^s..'feT^^pi?rto foopd^an alarm, or 
to give die %iaa|,Tpt terrible 

voice of ac^lef jwJ>q.4^:nts' aitd-ftrikes at 'the fame 
time, , But recommendations for a general 

are : his exploits* Every one is at liberty to boaft: 
of his vidiories^Tn order that lie may be the firft 
to exppfe himkif to march foremoft to meet 
danger! to tell what he has done, in order to Ihew 
what he wilidO; iXnd the favs^s think felf-com- 
mendation unbeooming a hero,W':feo can ihew 
his fears. , 

Ha who is chojSih to be chief, and to lead on 
the reft in the path of glory, never fails to harangue 
them, Comrades, fays fec, the bones of our 
“ brethren , are ftUl upicovered. They cry out 
“ agaihft.uSi'We muftfatisfythem. Young men, 
to afmsj :ftli yo,ur quivers} paint yourfeives with 
“ gloomy colours that may ftrike terror. Let the 
“ woods ring wich .o'^r War-fpngs, L^t us footh 
“ tile dead wi th the ftjouts of vengeance. Let us 
“ go and bathe in thc biqod of Qur entames, take 
prifoaers, and fight as long as water fhail flow 
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in the river3, and as long as the fon and aaoon 
" fhall remain fixed in the firniamcnt.’ ’ 

At thefe words, thofc brave' men, who a|t!,;^ier 
for war, go to theofaief, , 

ddnger with , thee. - 1 So f ,tli6 ■ Cl^ief j- '! ' 

we will jWe it together, ';‘^%t.:'\as;;iK»;,'pBrf^^ ' 

are made ufeof toihdutsi^ anjr o^e^ the army, 
left a falfe point of honour flKJtddwr^ n^ AO 

cauragetotaketfie fi^ld, a man maft^d«!P^i3si^ 

trials before he can be adipitied asi' fnlfc 


".' 457 .;, 

,BO'oc"^: 

xy. 


young man, whohas. neycr faoe^;thc encniy, 
Ihould betray the deaft after, 

long abftincnce, hc; |s !;fixpfi^ tor thi fcotehiag 
heat of the fun, the intend fimllii , of die night^^ 
the ftings of infcjfte. Jut wot .be declared in» 
capable and unworthy to beah- amis,' . . .^ Ane the fol- 



diers of our militi^s^ and amriea . forpcd? ifi this 
manner ? Oh the qontrarf i what a inourijftii and 
ominous ceremony, is oursl Men. have not 
been able to efcapobeiiig prefied into thnfem 
or could not procure Exemption by, pj^^hafe, ‘ 
or by virtue of low ‘ privilegei nsarch^ 
along, with downcaft Ipoka, and pale dcjeckd , 
faces, before a magiftratje,. wfiofe ofilec is odious to 
the people, and whole iKincfiy ' is doubtful. The 
affiided and trembling parents Teem to be follow- 
ing their ion to the^ave. A black fcroll, ifiuing 
from a fatal urn, points out the victims which the 


prince devotes to w^. A diftracled .mother,, iti 
vain prelTes her fan tp her bpltun, and ftrives to 
detain him i he is torn from her arms, and fbe bids 
him, an eternal, farwe^. cuifing the day' of her’ 
marriage, ahd thatbf delivery. ^ k is not ccr* 


S’ . . 'uiniy 
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* * fainly by {uch:1&crifices thtt^gOqd ibliiif^ are 16 

be acquiredi is aot ,witblb$li’fee6e& 6f di^refs 

^ >aa]teiub^i6q td meet 

’I'liHC^I»afcb ottc i« tibettfidft «f fcftivity, 

women 

■ for'A'da]^'^ two, without 

' /b(|Ssnriiig''anf4|?i#'c|''^^ Thcfc wo- 

of ch^d^fctfWh#* ywdW ftsoro tO'ih^Cft the minds of 
Ihe deifthdsais^^^a^^ of country, by 

’the tearS'-ei^'Of,le^^ 

>Tiioweii|[>o^ fiy^e natioos'ste a kind 

of btoes, inbd a finsll dub 

€£ '*^'ll^aa!d.;-Woo^ %t*rei and with 

one discing «(%e; Inicid thisiaft, fince their 

thdy make tife 

irf afhaiicli^ wbic^ with amazing 

daKoritf r • inftnimcnt of 

defehcci but if they «Ka«k that fur- 

■•m«jls 4 i»‘i;town,.^d»ey;i with a thin 

pli^v /Somoof the^ of cui- 

rafis mdcwith iddted rccds^ left it o 0 '. 


if^.was.noJ:; 


6 re*arma. 


The fdlj 0 i!rad.byd*^^ ""fbo aflfume 

tho name 6 fju^efs,‘aiid: arc'll often fuffiered to 
■iktermbl ihe miiioByc o They march 

without «ny'colooti. All; the wartitn-Si who are 
almoft liniqr bo riie;i 0 ao» aSeitt in 

featde; rub djdrbodies ydth^c^ to a^ar more 
'tembka^^ i^ may imt be fo 

4 sa% at a diftimee; anif hy tlbt maJl® better 
aft>ie#fut|w|ietheenem^^ flsiewii^^Pandm 
• nararai Inctepidi^. and foi; ; sdl difgutf^^ , 

. dfiv 
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thm vms areczniedm * 

t«gem$} tcomnioii tO!ali n»icbnst whtiihe^'fii;y^$gc oe ' * > n m niw i ^ wpi H ii# 

cmHzedj afebiecQ{iw ne(bfi^ t:o>tfin{»i^ 

of Canada. H^aW t^^T^4(dbof)r«i 

one another^ iwirf they notf made theigl^ # ^ir 

chief$ to cotdift: in hriii|^ llfome aJIlheir <k>^ 

nionsii mher dian in ihct^ng die ibldod of *thdr 

foes. Honour, thcreiore, is to iw gwip*^ fey .jfeBr 

ing upon the enemy before is pri^^treidv Tfeiefe 

people, wbofe feni^ have ney^ bM 

are extremely quick iB<£heir^j^<l(i;^u;Hd eao^<^ 

Tcr the id'aces where men''tom:i®q4<-‘;, 'if -idle 'fee, cn- ' 
nefs of that md of their J^t/ it b M they can 
tracefootfteps that aremfedeopoo dfee 
upon the dry ground, jfeid etnen ttppn 
from the nature of ^otf^eps ean diicovw to 
what nation the advenmrm- ^long. 
they may do this by the lea^res from the fore^ 
which always cover the ground. ■ 

’Whets they are fo fortunate as to lurprile the 
enemy, they dUcharge a whole volley arrows, 
and fall upon them noth their clubs or hatchets. 

If they are upon their guard, or well ihtrenchedi 
they retreat if they canj if not^ ith(^ fight till they 
conquer or die. The vi^orious p^ty di^tch the 
wounded whom they cannot carry bfi> fcaip the 
dead, and .take prifoners. 

Tm conqueroff leaves Jbis hatchet ttpon the ^ 
field of battle, having ptevibufly engraven upon it 
the mark of his nation, that of hk frunily, and 
e%>6cially his own piiStwrei ifeat it to fay, an oval 
with the figures marked 0 % his own facew Pthm 
paint all the^e ojfigns ni feondur^ or rather tio* 
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B 6 0 phies of Yiftory, on the ftuaip pf ,a, tree, or on xt 
« I '• piece of the hark, with coal mixcft op with fevcral 
colours. , To this they add the hiflory, not only 
of the battle, but of the whole campaign in hiero* 
glyphiiC cha,ra(9;ers. Next to the pi£hire of the ge- 
ncr;^, the numbers of his foldicrs are marked by 
fo m^l' lines,; of the prifoners pointed out by fo 
many; little irnages, and that of the dead by fo 
many hxjirian figures without heads. Such arc the 
expreffit'C 4 hd technical figns which, in all ori- 
ginal foeietiesj hfve j^cceded the art of writing 
and, printing, and. thp: voluminous libraries which 
fiU the p«^ac^ of ifsc; rich and, idk, and embarrals 
.the .nciinds, of -.the learned'., 

T'Pe, ..hiftpry of an Indian war is but a Ihort 
one; they makp hafte^to deferibe it, for fear the 
cncrnyihould r41y andfall upon them. The con- 
queror glories in a precipitate retreat, and never 
ftops till he reaches his own territory aad his own 
town. There he is received with the wahnell tranf- 
ports of joy, and finds his reward in the applaufes 
of his countrymen. A debate then cnfucs, how 
the -prifoners, who are the only advantage of their 
viftoty, fhali be diljpofedof. * 

Xnr moft fortunate of the captives are thofc 
whokare chofen to replace the warriors who fell in 
the late acli on, or in former battles. This adop- 
tion has been wifely contrived, to perpetuate na- 
tions which, wppld Toon be deftroyed, by frequent 
wars.. The prifoners being ©nee incorporated into 
a family, .become epufins, uncles,, fathers, brothers, 
jiulbandsi in lliort, they fucceed to any degree of 
, confanguiniry, in which the dccc^ed flood, whofe 
' ■ V’ '• pl»ce 
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place they fupi>lyj arid thde afFeiftierasrije. titles 

convey all their rights to thricrt, at the fame time v . .l y , 

that they t|(ind. them to ail theic trigagements. Far 
from being aveiiCe for attachli^' themfel ws wi th ill . 

popcrafieaicrritd’thefamily#i3tha8.adop^thcrn, 
they v?ill riot re^fe cvtsft. toiMafce arms againft 
their own couritrymcri. • is ^rely a: ftrangc 

laverfioh of the ties of hattjre. .iThey • muft be 
very weak mert> thus to Mft thejpl^e^, of their 
regard with the viciffitudes df forttme,} - iFhc ioiath 
is, that war feetns to canceh ajl,^ Jbon na- 

ture, and to (mnfitje-a manfa fedirigR lb himlelf 
alone. Hence :'ariifa’'th^''miibri%.M ■ 

than that which; fubSi^'-b^y?^ -Thofe 

who are to fight andMk feather,' are’ 
attached than thoft who’-^f.e 
under the iame roof. When War "cr death has 
cHffoived that confanguioity which is; cemented by 
nature, or-iias'becn formed by tdibice,- the fai^^ 
fate which loadbj, the lavage, with chains^ .gives hiili 
new relations and friendi* Cuflom »d common 
eonferit have authori&d this fingular law, which 
undoubtedly fprang from riecefiity;, ,, , 

But, it foimtjmps happens that a prifoner re- 
fufes this adoptions ^^metiraes that .he is excluded 
from it. ; A taM hai^bme prifoner had loftifeveral 
of his fingers in batrid ' .This , ciroumfiiaodc V''2s not 
noticed atfirft.’ ' faidthe widoW’to whom 

lie was allotted^' ^tid' 'chofm ysri; t& iim m ; 

hut in the cendittmfm. uppem'^ ’un&hk 
to defend ndbaPfufe ip'Ufe-tp you'L'.'Dmtb -is 

'(ertmiy'ipref&uhhW>t.^&PSL.cf, the fame 
. 'J. ' ■ ' ' ' fwered 
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fWercd the &vag<e>. f^ell replied the Dromaa* 
tkis evmagyek >®w// H tied ta ithe JMht. F«r yeitt 
ewn glory, and jw thfkdnonr (fy^fami^ who beedt 
adopted yott^ rma^ to bebr^t Mke O' inm of cm* 

rc^e. He promifi^ he trould, aad Icq^ Im word; 
For three days he cndored the raoft ertiel torments 
with a oonfi^ey and chdtifolnel^ thu/et them all 
at defiance* His iiesi' famUy never foiifook h^^ 
bm encouraged him by their ipplaofe> and fup- 
plied him with drink and tobacco in the midft of 
his fuiferihga* , What a Kiixcure of virtue and fe- 
rocity ! Fvety dbiAg is *|^«tt hi thcfe p<^k who 
arenotenOa^. is thie fublime o nature 
in aU its horrbta’ai^ 

The cjf^tiyil dhufe to adopt, arc 

foon condemned ^he viiaims arc pre- 

pared for it by corny dung that may tend to infpiit 
them with a' fendirditfor life; The beft farc, the , 
kindeft uh^e, the med eiukari^ names, are la- 
vilhed upos ^em. l%cy are even fomedmes in- 
dulged with women tb the wny dhmkntt^ their 
fentence. Jbdus iccuhpadSon, pr is it a^t^^ 
of barbarity f At lafe a herald comet, and at^uants 
the wretch that thepile is ready, Srofber, fays 
he, be pattimt^ ym m going to be burnt. Very wU 
brother^ I ihtnbym. 

Xkxse words am mouvedwithgeweral applaufej 
but the WQtfdtm tm the tnoJl violent in their ex- 
preflSons of the comnmjoy^ She to whmn the pxi* 
foner i$ deliv<^ Indantly invokes the ll^e 
of a father, a hufba^ a fen, the deareii; friend, 
whofe dquh k ibill anrewn^ged. Ikmo mar, fee 

cr}e$> ^omtmddrbdt 

1 . ^ 



^ , IN THE EAST AN1> WE$T INPIES. 

k^i^au^ts 4f th bmth I tim Tks 

mrrier U ^M>5f 

imli 

who,w tied' CO,; ,aj 'pii^,,,.aeipsE ''irf»!,Tfi<^,plei,, :aiid by ’ 
ibrxkdng for, 

the mfobded, 'ac^kki ^^ ; .“p^w^ iS' ■^. 

thcr, whp ',4o^'iK«''?i^#.ra/piiW fo;i»K%-.'ai;d 
flaying tbe,roifeablp;C^i|c^^ $o«fo|iie^ flefo- 

wi^h ftrebrap4s,f;.'-0^ 

off hi« naidsi yehUe^otii^e^iQ^I^ fo^gnra^ abaft 
them,, and,<%ir«p^f- kWI^^xu- -. .‘'Nathing 

flaps ibis eqfocuiac^S' ^t.'filie-:f<aw!^of -feirffoakg 
his end: 

whole days, and fwaetWwsa^f ^ 

for.a weeh;. , ■' „ .,.' ., r',. ‘ ,■ ' ^ ■ 

In the. foi4ft<^ ,thefo.t 0 idsen%^ 
great cwppf«re deasfe^foOgj kiftdts his 

enemies, uplbr^^ shem^i^^^^ 
them they jenow not hW , «o rerenge the deadi 
their rel^ipns whom he has flaiii^ and escitfts ^cm 
by oiMttages tat intreai^s. to a furriier e»&mon of 
their cruelties. . Itjs a wnfiid IxJtween the v>uftim 
apd his foipentOtS! a dreadflil c^aflenge between 
conftanc^! isLiM^iiig, . ai%d oh^mtey in tpituring. 
Blit theiepfo^bf glory predounmateSi iiSFh«^<cr this 
inmsdeatiiis^of entlmiiid^ fuipends^ or whe^y be* 
ntnnbs, sdl fonfo df p«h| , or whether euftom and 
educatitm alc»ldprod«^ thefe piodigiesofh^ifoi, 
cei1^iiit^1s,:thlt the &ll^h^ without ever ihed* 

difig a tear or heaving a flgh. 


How 
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How we account for t^s infcnffbility? It h 
owing, to the climatei or to ^ life? 

Colder bloody thicker 

dere4 more i^lcgmatic of the air 
and the ground, may 4oub'4-ofe M^ 
of 'the nefvoui fyftem'dn.’ Caijiad^ -s-Meh' who are 
eonlibfedy: <^pofed to, of die 

weath^rjtrthc Mgi^\ofkuii|tBgj'4hd'^^ ■f»erilsof 
•■ tsrar, contrail fucli 'C^’fibris, ' 'filch a habit 

of -fuffering,' ;as nia%i']jheii 0 ! infcflSi^ t^O/pain.-, It 
is laid the^Wages' a|t^^foaroe;4^«^t'c die 

agonies of df.ficknefs dr 

’ of' a' ■ Woundf ^ S' ‘ haiw: ^no' ' ajiprdienfions, 

, , cithk, dbofbqbences of 

- Ed^fehfibUi-ty has guarded 

them- ' ' Their whS ^ 

naturdpr'rooj^Swf^cjdctilattedtoinJpirdthcm, 
with a cdhfcmjM S; much 

■ d^a^i'whd 

of paiti, '’which is inca:«;S4 %; 'ihdulgenees. , , 

jBu;t a circiWlknce. ftid in the 

chara^ef ^f'thc:i44iap,!?.;:ithaB their; ■-refohj'tion in 
fupp6rdhg.S>^ures,'k'S'^'»^bm*''that,app^^ in 
their reyertge* It i's dreadfiiito think- that man 
■ may' become all'-anmids/." -In'gCT 
^ neral, ■ Stng^',® sot^jnofecuted-.whih crudlty;©ther 
among, natii6nW'<3k -ate gpr 

verned. '^whichf 'at the-faitiedme that 

they'„ptQt^'.,^e ''dihjS, ;reftri« 0 >kim''j&o'm' Own- ’ 
mititing dhj d'rif s. • ; “ V engeant» ;% .»dt,;» , veij litelf . 
'principlS'iWf^ts that.are.d«rried,^dn'tewcen''great' 
n^tidhSi.'becaufe . they ^ have ‘feat Ittde W'-'fisaf 'ftom 
', V '■’'' , ■.’■ their 
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fimijed to il«t g?taE«ft iki 

p^rfon io tite! iSk6 afikli 4 iAt 

tbn ol » fHiOodk t^T # Ikv^ ortk A 

^ow-ciaap^ ii^«ift*W^ii^'!^iS^^ 

theaMo* 

ea]li^«|otlb]?ve»|;tMM^ Tksjr 

-waadcr ab<«it ia ^ rf» fnopru&il 

accents, of the fcAklS'tif isky' a|^»siria 
pk)|)}So w 8 in 4 i» tk ati 4 






tJicir meads* ■ • ' ^ 

Wh£» we coftfider Ac Iitatred whidit tk hordes 
of thefe farages bee*> ^ fA«w*j Aohardftiijpe 
they uodcrgoj tiwe feacitjr tWiSf aW'.oftea espoica 
Wj the fe^wency of Atir 4mi the fesfsU* jaofn- 
ber of bhabitaha; tlto (Mbetidb fiitites we lay 
for tkei»^ cadiKOt W fM^e A le$ thao 






What jfttdpteat pofteriey tom of Ahx fa- 
cies «f «M!»f wh)» will ttd* kjly b Ae 
^oaa Ojf waeettew?' Wdi aotite^adSoiAdii^Ht^ 
of *h« fawt^ a|jpm^iAba^ Aef«iA<e%h« 
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E as the' ocBtat3irS'.a^d;Eia^®.are • 

at pccfew. ..,\How coii^^0m will not 

' ’ pofteritj!- difcover, ''in ■thcii? -cuft^’s and manners . 

' ' :WlU’ootf#ih nf'':onr''Wridn^''b;m^^ 

• ' ' , ' ' efcat^d ' die. 'deftrtive' hand' of- ditae, ■ paia ■ for 

^'/'-fomanmevinvefltioos,fike-t^^^^^^^^ 

' ‘ ', , ' ' ■: ', leftw ’'conccrn 1 ng'«he:.;antinht' ■■ ■ - ' 

■ ’ ■' ' .':rTHa'charaaef<^'the North-Amcncans, .as we 

Slh : hive, defcribed it, W iin^larif dilpiayed itfclf 
Zv'ufee m the war between the, Iroquois and the Algon- 
' quins; i’Thefe-.'twfif,.., nations, the largeft Ca- 

”"*'’■ fomwrywtio^ffflii ds*. gtowd, iiipirtoJ pro- 

iem AbfMB ortWra^ce. Goni«aed_by 
Acir reciprocal: waoBi tbey mumally dcfen4«i 
each oilier. Dariw, rte &»*" 

on the ground, they lived- together. The Algon- 

qo-m 5 ,«eat,a tondogi roid dK Jroquois faaJ ar 

h<»ne,' to Ikin the %afts. Cure tius, fielli, . and di els 


the hides..., ,1 A, „ 

It hap^qed qne .ycar that> party of Algon- 
doins, who were oqt very dextmus, or much iifea 
to the chace, pro,ved;"«nXavcelsful. : The Iroquois, 
who attended defired leave to-try whether 
dley jtcqueft, which 

, 'had 

Irritated at fh'd.unfeafqnabl'e they went out 

privately' in «he, :miht',;and hmu^.home a great 
' 'The ^/a^p^hihs;grwly mor- 

''ti'fied',, tbrblqtvqut the;v-^^/t^9|nhr,^fi of ;tfcu 
, 'difgracc,': waked 

0 , , ‘ ^'''v' 0 ' .' y '\\ . ''''''' 'J' ‘i’ ' ''''^ , 2 lll(^Cp 3 
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afleep, and put them all to death. This maOh* 
ere occafioned a gwt sdarai. The oHeiwted na- 
tion demanded juftice^ which was ha«gh«ily i»- 
fofedi and they were given to underftand that 
they mull not expe^the fmalkH (atishiddon. 

Thi Iroquois, enraged at thia contemptuous 
;treatracnt, vowed that they Would either be re- 
venged, onthat they would perilh in ihe attempt. 
But, not being powerful enough to vtoture to at- 
tack their haughty advieriaries, they removed to 
a greater diftance in order so try their flrrngth, 
and imfaove their military Ikfll, fey making war 
againft Ibmc lefs formidable nations. As foon as 
they had learnt to approach like f<3flte4, to attack 
like lions, and to fiy like birds, as they expjefs 
themfeJves* they were no longerafraidto encounter 
theAlgonquins; and, therefore, carried on a war 
againft them with a degree of rancour prep^riion- 
able to their refcntmcnt. 

It was juft at the tame when thefe animofittfs 
were kindled throughout Canada, that the French 
made their firft appearance in that country. The 
Monragnez, who inhabited the lovwir parts of the 
river St. Laurence j the Algoftquins, who were 
fettled upon its. banks, from Qpebec to MoArreal, 
the Hurons, who were dlfperfed about the liike 
that bears that name, and fomc lefs confiderable 
nations, who wandered about in the inreratedktc 
fpacest were all inclined to favour rfiCfettkmeftt 
of the ftrangers: thefe iWcr^ nations combined 
againft the Iroquois, and, unable to withftand 
them, imagined that they might find Ip their new 
guefts an unexpedwd rdource, which would in- 
H h a (ure 



* fikccdfe, Frttto ihfcjr eatetv 

fAiiwd ffll' ^ FttSich, feek^ as if tt ^ere 
(<yfme$ nifimt a vltoHi|k k«fl»kir|b^ their cha»* 
rt^teri 3^1^ «^ht engdjge 

thm ifit aiwl wcriB not «l%!p(&ted. 

ChmiiS^lW ’ ^ oy^ »» tmc aihafed femfelf of 
ii»e ity(Medg^ «£ dte Etfi^o^pteuis to e9%ff 
» reeiMd^llajJ^ tht^ j^ttiorkansj did not 

«wn it. lie ttrstfwly ei^ottfed the inte- 

ttSa of id# UndgkisfOi^ tkmvfmki them in 
fMkirlidt df 

Td;e <j;@t)n!ht dl>ihe i»es near eighty 

ieau^ in iefiidH «Mid breadth. 

It nrat lioottded ^ the Mm Mm, the lake Onta> 
rio» tile lif cf St* Laierance, and the cetebrated 
cmnttm Qnce ktm^ bf the aaities of New-York 
aad Penfyliiwkida. The fjpace between thefe wft 
ittnits was watered by fetcral ime rkm, and wa? 
inhabited by five nations, wharh could bring about 
twenty thnu^oid witnors w the fields ^ough 
they arc now redtaaid to Ids thaat Itftiitn handred. 
Tfey formed a kind of league or aflbciatbn, not 
wwlilb thift df tlNf Swijasm or the Ihatch. Their 
depntia met Ottcc a yesr, to hold their feaft of 
uniohi and to didibcratc tjm the interets ctf the 
ttHMonwesddi. 


TfiWoit Ji^epfoisdid not expeft to be again 
attsekdd by eneihk* who had ib timn been con- 
quered* tb^ Wlftt not tiD^jsMjpairetl* The engage- 
tictent Was ^gwn wkh eqttal hapH m both fidcs* 
one relying on dieit Ufu4 foperitidtf ^ the other on 


m m EOT ^ 

iji^, ia» foAoer %m<I wo 

Ptttkcbajm %a 

Micd wo ddeli df <lw^ <a»# iwiliy 

woutided » Hwiif dtAo tid ^*4^ »Wf^ ftfd in ife 
uimoffc aswaaeJtettt; ' 

Tm» altsantlbdio tfip'teWte 
them to tlitok of ^aiDiglsg' of 4dbicc. 

In the ntrjtt to 

intrendb m At of im- 

p0m 1% oiidmWittttd ift their 

preca«v»on wns iocffiAtJ* |!iowfehfc##8g on 
obftms^eHlftawje, 

by the Ibtikns* fu^poM fiW % 

gftater number of |lfen<stecft th«o ^poue^ in ‘ 
the Hfifi: eS£pe4jucm4 tV Irbj|itok idfcre stenft oil 
kiUed or taken. Tboil hod e^fiedi frotn 
the c«gage*ttent «cre iwrijattseEd into * river and 
drovntied. * 

'faifi nation ’Owjid pwbaWf jHdwr hecn de- 
ftroyeda w compcBed to liw in jitwc®* hadyoot 

the Botch, who k a$W fo«ad*d ih« wlohjr of 
New Bf%ia in their eiB%hbon#«i^ fumtlbed 
them with arms and ^idkiitioo* iNIfebly too 
they mi^t feaetiy foment thok fjirs 

uken from tlte enemy during Jkt wtsUHeftce «f 
hofrilities being a greater ol§e^ then kote they 
cotthi procure from theV otvn ehare* However 
thk may bc> this chnm!<%icti» icftpred the Wanct 
between both parties^ Vanooa 'hofciitiet and in- 
juries wet c committed by each nakm# widdh wenk-f 
ened tht drength 0f b#k+ ^hia perpetual ebb 
Wd flow of fucwfss. which, in governments aflu- 
aased by moiivcs of mtereft rather tlian of revenge, 

H h .t would 
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® wouM infallibly havt reftore^ ttunquillity, fcrvodi 
»— but to infreafe animo0t:i«S) an4 (to «Xiiff>era£e a 
number of iitric ulsns, bent Upon eaoh otbor's de- 
ftrudion, "the confequence was, rbat the weakeft 
of thttfe p«|ty tiatJons were foon dellroyed : and the 
reft were gmdually reduced to nothing, 
ibe TnesE deftruftive ercatiji did not however con- 
iniTitw tribute to advance the power of the Prench. In 
“oreV'* wretched fetrlcments, 

Tbt Mtift furrounded with pales. The largeft of thefe con- 
tained but fifty inhabitants, indudibg dwn, wo. 
men, ai^d childiWi. The climate had not proved 
deftruiftivc to the people lent there; thotigh 
fevere, it was wholefow, and the Europeans 
ftrengthened their tonfliiutions witlmut endanger- 
ing their lives. The little progreft they made was 
enrirely owing to an cxdufive company, whde 
chief deftgw were not fb nnich intended to create a 
national power in Canada, as to eniich them- 
felvcs by the fur tr.i4e. This evil might have 
been immediately removed* by abollfliing this mo- 
nopoly, and allowing a free trade; but it was not 
then time to adopt fb fimpk a dieory. I’he go- 
vernment, however, tfeoft only to onploy a more 
numerous afibciation, cojniiofedof men of greater 
property and credit. 

They gave tjtem the dilpofal of the fettlements 
that were or ihould be formed in Canada, tdgether 
wi^th a potVer of fortifying and govermng them as 
‘ they thought ptdp®t» »«d of making war or peace, 
as Ibould promote thdr intereft. The whole 
ta-ade by fea and land was allowed tiiem for a term 
pf fifteen years, except the cod and whale ftlhe- 
. a. ; . , ries, 
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ricsj which Were left open to all. Thefeeawand 

all the fur trade was ‘granted to the coiTpany for v-v^' 

ever. 

To all thefe were added furtherencooragements* 

The king made the company a prdent of two 
large ftips, confining of feven hundred* mert. 

I’welvre of die principal wer^ raifed ta the rank 
of nobility. Gentlemen, and mn dhe clefgj*^ 
already too rich, were invited m fttare In this trade. 

The tompany were aU<?wed the liberty of fending 
and exporting all kinds of commodities and mer* 
chandife, free of any duty whatsoever. A perlbn, 
who exercifed any trade in the colony for the fpac e 
of fix years, was entitled to the freedom of the 
fame trade in Fiance. The Jaft favour granted 
them was tltc free entry of ail goods manufkdlured 
in thoic ddlajjt regions. This fingular privilege 
gave the workmen of New France an infinite ad- 
vantage over thofe of the mother-country, who 
were encumbered wkK a variety of duties*, letters 
of mafterlhip, charges for ftamps, and with all 
the impediments whkh ignorance and avarice had 
multiplied withoift end. 

In rctniu for fo many marks of T^^^iality, the 
company, which had a capital ©f a hundred thou- 
fand crowns*, engaged to bnng into the colony, jn 
the year i6a8, which was the hrH year tliey en- 
joyed their privilege, two or three hundred ar- 
tificers of fuch trades as were fitteft for Viteir piuV 
pofe; and fixteen thoufand men before the year 
1643, They were to provide them with lodging 
and board, to maintain them for three years, and 

H h4 


afeenvards 
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* afterwwife to jgiiu tliem j® muc^i cleared land i|t» 
v>«,.y.t.„.^ would be fteceJlaiy for tlK& fob^ftcdcc, w th a 
fujfficieiiit <|Oa»dty ol^ grain to fowri)ttl>e SiA year, 
FoRTuwtdid not leoond t1i« endaivouh of go* 
vernment in favour of tb^ new company. The 
jfird: daifw tjijify iwed o«ft were talten by the Eog- 
lifla, who were lately at vafiahee with Ftanre, on 
'account of the liege of Rochelle. Richelieu and 
'Buckinghamj wKo were cnanics fspm jealotify, 
from perfoft4 charaftcr, from ftate intcreftj and 
from every muttlvt that cdn excite an ifreooncile- 
abie enmity between two ambitious minifters, took 
this t^portunity to fpirit op the two kings they 
govern'^, and the two Rations they wanted to op- 
prefs. The En^ilh, who fought for their inre- 
relbs* gained the advantage over the Frenthj and 
the latter loft Canada in 16S9. The cuxincil of 
Lewis X 0 I. were ft> Utde acquainted with the va- 
lue of dus feuiement, diat they were indined not 
to demand the itcfticution of itj hut tht pndc of 
the leading man, who^, *beh^ at the head of the 
company, coufidhTd the caquacLncnts of the 
Englifii as a pcrlbnal mhdt. prevailed with thnn 
to alter tlieir opinion. They met with kls ddh- 
culty than they cxpeiStcdi and Canada was rc- 
ftored to the French in 16321 by the treaty of St. 
Germain eo^|4ye* 

Tnt French were nhit taught by adverfity. The 
fame ignorance, the Gme negligence, prevailed 
after the rccovety of Canada as beltue. The tno- 
nopoUring company fulfilled none of their cngage- 
mems. This breath of promife* far from being 
punifhedj was, in a manner, rewarded by a pro- 
longation 



m rm east xm west indies." ’ 

Jongaticm ef i^ir charter. The damow of «& ® 

Canada ‘Were difregarded ait fudi a diftsmoc} and w>.N.|iirCwi,>f ^ 

the deputies, fent ^ leprdferrt its wtttdiied fittwt- 

tmn, were denied a«Jei& t® ihe dhrtJftc, where tinrttd 

truth is never furffrred to approach# but is awed ' 

into frience by threats ahd This he.. 

haviour, equally reptrgniijt to humadityj $*riva«e * 

intcreft and good jpdtdy* Was atasijs^ with ihdh 

confequencesas might watwafiy be e3«pei9i«d firdm 

it. ConiMeree dechned, astfec commueioscbii ‘was 

too dangerous. The Imdiensi weaWy fopparted Iqr 

their allies -die Fmtchj, were eohidm#dly flyiog bev 

fore their old enemy# whom they were accaftooieii 

to dread. The Iroquois* refandng their fuperb- 

rity, openly boafttd that they fhould compel the 

ftrangers to quit the co«ai«y, after haying feiacd 

ttpon fome of their chil<h«n, to lepiace feoh tfis 

they had loft of their own# The Freud* them* 

fdves, forgotum by their mother'-countiy, anduu* 

able to gathcr-ih their foaniiy crops without haaard 

of their lives# were determined to abandon a’icttfe* 

nicuL fo ill-fopported. ^u<3i was tl^ejde|liibrabk 

date of the colony, that it was reduced to fub0ft 

upon the charmes Which the miCionafies rteedved 

from Europe. '* 

Tufi French miaiftry, at length awakened from tKeFterrs 
their lethargy by that general commewtio which 
at that dme tgitated every nation, fent a body of uVX' 
four hundred well difciptincd troops to Canada in 
i66a. This corps was rcmfoicen two years after 
l>y the regiment of Catignan. The French gm* 
dually recovered an abfqlutt fnpeTwritywvcr the 
Iroquois. Three of tlicir natiaus, alarmed at the iy 
8 lodhs. 
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Ioffes, made propolals ft>r an accommodation,; and 
I the otlier two were io much weaikened, that they 
were inddeedt to accede to it in i;668. At this 
time the cpJony firll enjoyed a profound peace; 
which paved the way for its profperity, ^nd a Tree- 
dom of, tJtsuh' contribute to foewre it. The bea- 
ver tfadc alone cp^rinmii^ to be monopolized. 

Thus revolution in affairs excited induftr). 
The former colooiffti, whofewtakncH had till then 
confined them within their Settlements, now ven- 
utfd to extend their plantations, and cultivated 
them With greater confidence and focccri. All 
the foldscTs, who cpffented to fettle in this j as t of 
the world, obtrined their difchai'ge, together svith 
a grant of feme property. The officers l> i *,u , 
given them in prt^portion to their r<tnk. ihe 
former feick'iT'ents were improvtu, and new ones 
eftabliflied, wherever the inn reft nr faiety of the 
colon) required it. Thisfpirit ard adiviivocca- 
ftoned an i) 4 creaf‘ of tra/Bq wiih the Indians, and 
revived the iniercoorle between both continents. 
This profiicrity feeijqed likely to receive additional 
advantages fiom the care taken by the fupcj mten- 
dants of the colony, not only to preferve friend- 
ftiip with the ncighbouriiig nations, but iikewife 
fo eftahhfo peace and harmony among themfeives. 
Not a finglt ofhoftility was committed through- 
out at) act of four or five hundred leagues; a cir- 
comftance, perhaps, unheard-of befoie in North 
America. It foould feem tliat the Fitnch had 
kindled the war at their arrival, only to extinguifo 
it the more effoiftually. 
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But chis coacord CovAd Hot tootintie* a#Dtoflg 
people who Svere always aitoed for the cMce, ‘ ' 

unlefs the power that had it fooold 

preferve ir by the fdpedority of its fotce?. 'Tfio 
Iroquois, finding this precautiott tras li^leftcd, 
refumed that rdliefs dtfoditfoji arifing foom thdr 
love of revenge and dwwihion. They were, how- 
ever, careful to continue oh gciod terntjs with all 
who were either allies or ndghboujEts to the 
French. Notwithflattdir® tMs tnodttatio^^ they 
were told that ’they rntuft imnrediately lay down 
their anns, and reftore all the prifonors they had 
taken, or expeft to fee their country deftroye^ and 
dteir habitations burnt down . This haughty fum- 
mons incenfed tbdr pride* They awfotred, that 
they Ihould never fuffer the encroachment on 
their independence j and that they Ihould make 
the French fcnfible, that they were friends not to 
be negtefled, and enemies not to be dcfpifed. But, 
as they were ftaggcred with the ah of authority 
that had been aBlimed, they compiled in part with 
the terms rcquntd of them, and the adair was thus 
tompromifed. 

Bur this kind of htmiiliatioa rather jnereafed 
the refentmettt of a people more accuBomed to 
commit than to fuffer injuries, T he Fnghih, who 
in 16164 had difpoffelled the Dutch of New Bel- 
gia, and remained mafkrs of the territOrytHc^ had 
acquired, which they had called New Turk, availed 
themfclves of thedilpofoipns of the Iroqudia. They 
not only excited the fpirit of difeord, but adiied 
prefents to induce them tobre^ with the French. 

The f^ne artifices were ufed to feduce the reft of 

dwr 
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*' timt «IKefc HwHfe 7#!© k> «!»ir allc!^- 

•w,^ mUx AU mm i«(fttc4> an^ tme 

Meitf Yopfe^awlww. tlwfy W * fci||tear jwrice than, 

t(>fa0 |Had4#f!f h««B Ibt m Ci- 
n{uila^lQ^f(|»:c^ ob«#mce t» dk anebprity of the 
Ipru^eA f$f <m«»|mch9» asos itnpadt?9i; of all chde 
in&hfi. Th^ghlte a ct»»l}tk)h poc onljr to 
Men4 his otto but tp effcrpach 

upon th£>fc.cf tjip iipqu^tasj yet* fci^le that this 
mxm «wft ««t be auacked withaMt Wn§ de- 
fiyoyod* 4* W *iiie 4?re»cfi Ivonld ra- 

attftbt'td aillatt (/ jfettnkg irwdion,^t|ti they had 
a«ceiveid#Mn Etirope the ijiec«fik?yi«infWttmeat& 
for eseuidag fo de^pe^^atc ,a ,jrefblutioo. Thefe 
aiaivsd m ih $7 i pnd the colony hod then 
stj 94 ^ fte^onsj ^of idiom ahput one^thitd were 
tdi>k coWr cHrim* 

I(le«iifriiw«iiAtw tlwf fopeeioFitj’' of forces ^ 
BciM»ni51fo had Kfiowfo to foraca]&wii and dtfoo- 
notwed ^i'KMeh mm sfenong the fovages by an 
infamoos jwhdf* Un4« pretence of terminat- 
ing their diderenoes by negociation, he bafely 
ibu&ii tJw. porifi4«nc<fc whi' h foe iruquois repoh'd 
In foe IjsfoH Liiadfoer'yUle» to alktre fodr chiefs to 
«t conference. As fobn m th&y wiiod, they iter© 
pot m itP% embarhed at C^cbccj andfont to foe 
gailws. . 

0« 'foe fo^ rqioft ■of ‘tids treachwyj, 'foC'OM ' 
men fent for ‘foeir miffiasiary* add addreffedfoim in 
the fdlfowing Ittwntwj ** Wm arc authorisfed^bjr 
<* every motive 'to treat you at an enemy, rburwe 

’■ ■:"■ - .. ' ' ■■ ■ cannot, 
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paRKC^ tetom to do it, Yo«t ksait hailpid tm, ® 

** &a^e mjU« hm l>«ett pm tipan w>v«w 
aad k tnwttld iw ufijuft t© ptidifik*- f&n G»'». < 

« crime ytttr duttfSi imn tld© ©wifeltAs. Bwif 

“ ym ittaft leave mu Otjr r»fe «rte» might 
** confider yo» in the Hgte 0 $ A trsitiwf, Hm 
** delivered op the ohteft of omr Miltiott to 0iamefal 
<*' ftavciy.'* Afwrthwl|!Nsech|>dlwfi^fi^^ 
the Eiifopesm« have always^alidl imtoiciiui^ gave 
the miflionAry fome gwidcs, who eoodtidifd Wm 
to a place of Metf; wd then bmh parties took 
tip arms. 

Tm frmch prefewdy fpread cerror Among the 
Indkw bordermg the gitat Mten i but Ete- 
iKnmlle had nether the awStivay nor theexpedidoa 
neceffsry to improvt theife M fucceCes. While 
he tras taken op in dehlxirading, inllcad of aiSaag, 
the campaagn was dofedwkhow the of 

any permanent advantage. This inetcaled the 
hc^neis of die Iroqaois who lived near tlm French 
fettletnents* where th«f frpeatndiy cotamirted the 
moft dreadfnl ravages. The fdanters, hndiag their 
kbours destroyed by thefe dvpredatioas* which dc'^ 
prived them of the means of repairing tlw d^wages 
they had fuftained, ardently wllhed for peace. 
Denonville’s temper coincided with their wilhesj 
but it wj» no eafy mdseev to pacify an enemy rca- 
dcitd impkcablc by ill'Ofage. Lamfoervilic, who 
jftyi maintained h’S former afeendent ovt* them* 
istaidc overtures of peace, wmch vtcre listened to. 

Wwiui thfefe Begodationa wer<f eartying on, a 
Machia vd, bom in t^fordk, known by the nanie 
©f Le Eait, the bweH* chemioft refolute, the moft 

intelligent 
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B 0 o K ititelHgent favige ever found in the wilds of Norfli 
America, arrived at FottFrontenac with a chofen 
band of fuUy detcrmifted upon exploits 

wortliy of the repotation he had acquired. He was 
told that a titaty was aSaiaHyon foot? that the de- 
puties of the Iroquois were upon the mad to con- 
clude it afe Montreal i and that it would be an in- 
fult upon the Freadh p^vemor if they Ihould carry 
oO their hoftilides againft a nation with which tliey 
were negociadng^ a peace. 

Le IUt, piqued that the French ihould thus 
enter into negociatjorts without confulting their 
allicsi refolved CO puntih them for their prefump- 
tion. He lay* in wait for the deputies, fome of 
which wett killed, and the reft taken prifoners. 
When the latter told him the purport of their 
voyage, hefeigned the greater fuiprile, a&Denon- 
Yille, he faid, had lent him to iittercept them. In 
order to carry on the deceit more fucccilfully, lie 
immediatelv relealed them all, except one, whom 
he pretended to keep, to replace one of his Hurons 
who had been killed in the fray. . He dicn haj- 
tened to Michilliniakinac, where he prefented his 
ptifoner to the Frencli commandant, who, not 
knowing that Denonville was treating with the 
Iroquois, caufed the Unhappy favage to be put to 
death. Jmmetliatcly after this, Le Rat fentforan 
old Iroquois, w!»o luwl long been a prifoner among 
the Hurons, and gave him his liberty to go and 
acquaint his nation, that, while the French were 
amufmg their enemies with negociations, they con- 
tinued to take prifoners and murder them. This 
artifice, worthy of the moft infamous European 

policy. 
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pplicy, fuccef ded as the favagc Lc Rat ddired. * * ' 

The war was renewed with greater fury than ever, 
and lailed the longer, as the Engiilb, who were 
lately at variance with France, on account of the 
depofition of James 11., thought it their intereft to 
make an alliance with the Iroquois. 

An I'^'Aglilh fleet, which fidled from Europe in 
1690, appeared before QweheO in Od»ber, to lay 
fiege to the place. They had reafon to exped but 
a faint refiftance, as the favages were to make a 
powerful diverfion, to draw ofi'the principal land- 
forces of the colony. But they were compelled 
lhamcfully to relinquifli the enterprife, after hav- 
ing fuftained great lofics. I'he caufes of .this dif- 
appointment merit ibme difeuffion. 

When theBrilifli miniftryprojededthereduflion 
of Canada, they determined that the land and fea 
forces Ihould arrive there at the fame time. This 
wiJe pUn was executed with the utmoft cxa€tnefs. 

As the fliips were iailiugup tlie river St. Lawrence, 
the troops marched by land, in order to reach the 
fCcne of action at the fame inflant as the fleet* 

They weie nearly arrived, when the Iroquois who 
coudufted and lupported them, rccolicdled the ha- 
zard they ran in leading their allies to the conquell 
of Quebec. Situated as we are, Lid they, in a 
council they held, between two F-urojican nations, 
each powetfoi enough to deflroy us, both in- 
terefted in our dcftru( 9 ;ion, when they no longer 
Hand in need of our afliftance ; what better mea- 
fure can we take, than to prevent the one from 
being viftorious over the other? I'hen will each 
of them be coaif died to court our alliance, or to 

bribe 
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® bribe us to & neutrality. This lyftem, which feemed 

v ,. . |w . y*„ rf to be di<Staecd by the feMc kind of deep policy as 
that which direfb the balance of Eurdpe, deter- 
minal the Iroquois to rctma to their refpeflive 
homes under various pretences. Their deh'^ion, 
obliged the Eoglilh to retreat; and the French, 
BOW in. lecurity m tlteir lands, united all their 
forces with as much imaaimky as fuccefs for the 
defence of their capital. 

Thb Iroquois, from motivesof policy, ftiSed their 
refentmenf a-gainft tlsc French, and were attached 
raaher to the name chan to the interefts of Engl-and. 
Thcfc two European powers, therefore, irrecon- 
cileabk yivals to each oilier, but icpatrated by the 
territory of a favage nation, equally apprehend ve 
©f the fuftcrionry of either, were prevented from 
doing each otlKT fo much injury a.« they could 
have wilhed. The war was carried on merely by a 
few depredatloa'i, fatal to the colonijis, but uf 
Ettle confrquence to the fbveral nations concerned 
in them. Puririg the Iccne of crucltie.'' cxercifed 
by the frveral parties of FiigliOr and Iroquois, 
French and Hisrons w'holi 'avacci, extended one 
hundred lcagi.{“s fruut houtr, foirte actions were 
performed, width iVemeti lO readier hunun nature 
iuperior to fuch euonUMcs. 

SoM£ Freuth aud Indians having joined irr m 
expedition that irquiixd a long niirch, thejrpro- 
vifions btgap to fail. The Ilurons caught plenty 
of game, and always ofrered fome to the French, 
who were not fuch Ikilful huntfinen. Tlie latter 
would have declined accepting this generous otfrr; 
Ten mth us th ef taw, faki tlic 
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ra.vages: H'is kit nafdmhk'^hdt '<ti?e: fiftfe 

xuitbyou tbit\mt£k'ks if '\Ufey-'ipgiPo^^^ 

if 'ssi ; '■ 

of m;agnan^i3^ky■/'ma^'^^la,W'^fom«k^wes'■occy^Tedv ^ 
among EitfbpWsi tfee follow^ b '; 

ravages. ■ /' ' '' -'V"' 

- A'PAiiTyofiroqapbbttiHg’inlci-ltin'tt^tfet^'paf 
of the French aad^eir aHrs. -were wkh 

fuperior forceSj, . they fled with precipitation. They 
were headed by Onontigue, who was a hundred . 
years ojd. hie fcorned to fly with the reft, and 
chofc rather to fail into the hands of tire, enemy j 
though he had nothing to exped but exqujflte tor- 
ments, 'What a fpcdacle'to fee four hundred ,♦ 
barbarians eager in tormenting an old man j who, 
far from complaining, treated the French with the 
utmoft contempt, and upbraided the, f lurons with 
having ftooped to be the flaves of thofe vile Euro- 
peans! One of his tormentors, provoked at his 
invc6tives, ftabbed him in three places, to put an 
end to his repeated infults. 'Hhou deft faid 

Onontagiie calmly to him, to 'flsortttt'Dry l^e-t theu 
’cvculdji have bad tnoTi tittu to hatK to dk like a 
man. And are thefe the men whom the French 
and Engliih have been confpiring to extirpate for ‘ 
a century paft ? But, perhaps, tltey would be 
afliamed to live among fuch models of heroifm and 
magnanimity. 

The peace of Ryfwick put a fudden end to foe 
calamities of Europe and the hoftilities in America. 

The Hurons and the Iroquois, as well as the 
French and Engliih, were fenfible that they re- 
quired a long continuance of peace, to repair the 
VoE. IV. I i Ioffes 
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ihm parts '*f toir j|>Wt in tw %4l ® ^ 

quantitiM tto itjppij; « geftei^ Cs^ce u-sr^ 

and novelty hav^nm ig (ftaa^ 

hact it hfs be^n &bi^ t 9 & |6 d:|ti 
the Americ'ah ttoloni*!^ bfc T4f5d 

in tht mother-coutttrtes# , )[if ip8»»n|»er 

to glvp ibtne accounx, pif i|t^^ 4 % m 

rcqoeft. , ’ ‘ ' 

Tks ottfei is a or 

fwims aloogtHc btuib of m i4c4i«CV^^* ct^ 
monly lives t^n and tlij((t f4l*> 
feed upon grals*.or the find aqostiic plantti. 

From his nianner aodidafjf of livingMbs been 
ranked apongft amphihlods anitnab^ who can 
equally live in the air aod under wtOtf} tjot im- 
properly, fmcc die ottcf, like all other land ani- 
mals, cannot Jive without td|iij^oh- w found 

in all thofe countries Which ahotmd in'Watcr^ and 
are temperate, but is more comihoq and much 
larger in the nortlietn putrts of America, HialWr 
IS no where fo black or fo hrtej aeiroumftance' the 
more fatal to hiiii, as it eicpofes Wm mote to the 
purfuits of mart. 

The pole-cat is in eqUai eftimario^ among the 
Canadian huntfoea. There arc tUht fpecies of • 
this arnmali the fifdbthe common pok-cat; the 
lecond IS called the mink j and th? third, the ftink*' 
ing pole-car, bccaufc hb urinCi which he^foids in 
his fright When he is pmfued, h fo oflfenhyc that 
it infetjfcs the air at a great diftaiice. their hhk 
is darker, more glofly, and mpre filky riian «i 
Europe* 

i i ^ Even 
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* Eveh the rat ift Nonh-Aroerifa is valuable for 

his 1km. There ait two forts tfpeeially vyhofe 
fkin is an amde of trade. The oac, which is 
called the is t^ice m latgc as an Euro- 

pean m, Hkhaar is epinmcady of a filver grey# 
of a ckarwhhe* The female has a bag 
titider her be%> which Ihe can open and Ihut at 
pleafure. When Ihe is putftted> &e puts her 
yo«ng ones into this bag, and r«ns away with 
them. The 'Oiheiv tdiichis called, the mufk-rat, 
becanihlus te^hdes cojamia tnulk* hasaU the cha- 
rafteriliic qujditiea bf the beaver, of which he leems 
to be a din«ft\?d(tfie, imd hi* Ikin is employed for the 
fame puipofe, 

Tij» Ermine, addeh is about die lize of a fquir- 
nrl, but not quite fo long, hiwi the fame lively 
eyes, keen look, and his motions are fo quick that 
aim eye cartnot follow them. The dp of his long 
and bulhy tail is as black as jet. His hair, which 
is as fellow as gold In fammetj, turns as white as 
fnow in wiintea*. This lively andEjghr animal is one 
of the bcatftscs of iCanadaj but, though fmaller 
than the Sable, is not lb ciunmOn. 

Tub Martin is onlv m be met with in cold 
countries, in theteiitef the forcjfts, far from all 
habitations,, is atbeaft of prey* and lives upon 
birds. Thm^ iak but a foot and a half long, it 
heaves prints oh iSmw, that Sfipear to be the 
foodkps ts£ n ViCiy largtiatumal i becaufe it always 
Jumps akn^, mi Icanes the saarks of both feet 
togetlier. Its f# is «>uch efteemed, though far in- 
ferior to that fpedes which is diftinguilhed by the 
name of the Sable, This is of a joining black. 

The 
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The filicft among the others is that whofe Utin is * 
the mort: brown, and t caches along the bach qnite 
to the tif> of the tail. The marrins feldom <jnit thfe 
inmoft iwcfes of their impenetrable woods ]«««« 
than once in two or three years. The natim think 
it portends a good winter j that is, a^greattjnantity 
of fnow, end aanfeqiwndy gobd 
The aniipal which the aneknts timed |;.,yns:, 
known in Siberia by the dame tit© Onnee, is 
only calkd the wild-cat ih Canada, where it is 
fmalicr than in cur hemilphsre. This anitwjal, to 
whom vulgar error wonld not haVe attributed yery 
piercing eyes, if he were not endowed with the 
faculty of feeing, hcaiiag»and fmitllio|4ta did^<^e, 
lives upon what game he can catch* width he pur- 
fues to the very tops of the emeft trees. His flefh 
is known to be very whtte and well fiaimnredj but 
he is hunted chiefly for the fake of his fleinj the 
hair of which is very long* and of a tjne light 
grey, but lefs efteemed than that of the fox. ^ 

This carnivorous andmifchievousanitnal, is ana- 
tive of the frozen climated, where nature aflbrding 
few vegetables, feems to oimpd att animals to eat 
one another. In warmer climates h© has lofttfluch 
of his original beauty, and hi? fut k not fo fine. 

In the north, it has remained long, foft, and full, 
fometimes white, fomcrimcs bfown, and often red 
or fandy. The foeft of any is that which Is blackj 
but this is more fcarco in Canada than in hlufeovy, 
which lies further north, and is not fo damp. 

Besioes theft fmalicr furs, North-AipCrica ftp- 
piles us with Ikins of the flag, the deer, and the 
I’oe-bnckiof the mooze-deer, called there Caribou ^ 

^ I i 4 and 
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® ° ® ^ and of die eUc* wMcIi i$ calkd Orignal# Thefo twq 
JaA ktndi^ whi^b lu oar hwnfffbere arc only found 
towards tbe |>olar cird?^ tbealk oatbls fide, and 
tbe nj«»0SBe*d,yer Jxsyond, are to be met with in 
ia ««ae fopther a latitudes. This may be 
owing fo the eold being mofo intenfe in Amerita, 
^ from pl^^lar wMch tn^ht an exoeptbn to tfis 

^ncW1a#df^*difoj*or,' pe^ibly, becaufethcfo 
foefli lands ate lefs foet^neiitfid bydeftrudive man. 
Their sftriofi^ fofl,( Ahd warm fidnS make excellent 
garment#^ whidh are very light. All thcfe ani- 
mals are hunted by the j^ur^fwanSji but the fa- 
yages haw rdetyed the dbane nf the bear to 
themfelvesi*, it befog their favourite fporr, and befi: 
adapted to theif warhhe manners, their ftrength 
and their bravery'* and efpccially to their wants. 

Itr a cold an|l fewre climate, the bear is moft 
commonly black. As he is rather Ihy than fierce, 
inficad Of a cavern, he chides for his lurking-place 
* the hollow rotten trunk of an old tree. There he 
fixes himfelf in winter, as h^h as he can climb. 
As he is Very fat at the end of autumn, very 
much covered with hair, takes no exCrnfe, and is 
almoft always afieep, he muft lofe but little by per- 
fpirapon, and conlequeiidy tpufi feldom want to 
go abroad fa iguyfi of food. But he is forced out 
of* his retreat by fettfhg fire to it; and as foon as 
he attempts to comd down, he falls under a&ower 
pf artows before he can reach fhe ground. The 
Indians feed uijon h1^ fiplh, rub th^mfelvcs with 
|ils groif^ and clothe ihcmfelm with his Ikin, 
Such’'Was the defigtt of their pttrfiiit after the bear, 

, ’ * when 

M * 
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when ^ new intcrctl dirci^cd them towards the * 
beaver. > 

This animal jpoiTelles all the fiietiidlE 
tions he for foeiety, mtlionc being as we 

are, to the vices or mwlorcunes ateendant upon it. 
Formed by nature for Ibcial life. He is endued 
with an india<3: adjusted to the pi^iwatiw and 
propagation of his i|»ecie$. Tfiis aniitiii]^ who& 
tender plaintive accents, a^d whole ftrifeang exam- 
ple, draw tears of admirsition and pity the 
humane philofophct, who contewipldOfs his life 
and manners i thijr harndefe ajiim^ who never 
hurts any living creature, neither carotvorous nor 
fanguinaiy, » become the objeft of niiaii*s moft 
earneft purluit, and the one which the favajges bunt 
after with the greateft eagdrnefii and cruelty ; a 
circumftance owingto theunihercilul rapach>uihels 
of the moftpolilhed nations of Europe. 

The beaver is about three or four feet long;, 
but his weight amounts to forty or ibty jpounds, 
which is the confequence td" the largjenefs of his 
mufcles. His head, which he carries downwards, is 
likethatof a rat, andhisbacki^fcdia an nrehabove 
it like that of a raoufe. lAjoredus has obferved, 
not that man has hands given him tp makoufe of 
them, but that he had hands given him, and has 
made ufe of them. Thus the beaver has webs at 
his hinder feet, and ht fwims with them. The 
toes of his fore-foct are fojwrate, and anforer the 
purpofc of hands i the tad, which is 4iat, oval, 
and covered with fcalcs, he; u'fes to carry 4oad$ and 
to work with; he has foot foai^ mcifor^ or cut.- 
|ing teeth, which ferve himinftead of carpenters 
114 tools. 
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BOOK tools. Ail thcfe inilniments, which arc in a nun- 
. . ner ufekfs while h^ lives alone, and do not then 

diflinguifls him from other animals, are of infinite 
fervicc when ht lives in focicty, and enable him 
to difplay a degree of ingenuity fuperior to all 
inftind. 

Without paffions, without a defire of doing 
injury to any, and widiotu craft, when he does not 
live in focicty, he fcarccly ventures to defend hitfi- 
fclf. He never bites unlefs he is catched. But in 
the focial date, in lieu of weapons, he has a va- 
riety of contrivances to fccure himfelf without 
fighting, and to live without committing or fuffer- 
ing any injury. This peaceable and even tanie 
animal is ncvcrtlielefsindependenti he is a Have to 
none, becaufe all his wants are fupplied by him- 
fclf: he enters into focietf, but will not ferve, nor 
docs he pretend to command; and all his labours 
are directed by a filent inftinft. 

It is the cbtumon waw of fubfidcnce and pro- 
pagation that calls the beavers home, and colk-as 
. them together in fummer to build their towns 

againd winter. As early as June or July, they ’ 
?omein fnom all quartepSj, and affemblc to the num- 
ber of two or three hundred j. but always by the 
waw-fide, becaufe thcfe r^Hicaos are to live on 
the water, to fecurft themfelves from invalion. 
Sometimes they give the preference to frill lakes 
in unfrequented diftrifls, occaufe there the waters 
are always at an equal height* When they find 
no pools of ftanding water, they make one in the 
midft of rivers or frreoms, by means of a caufeway 
or dain* The very plan of this contnvaiwe im- 
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plies fuch a complication of ideas, as our ihort- ® k v 
fighted reafo'n would be apt to think above any u— 
capacity but that of an, inteUigent Wftg. The 
firfl thing to be erected is a pile a hundred feet ; 

long, and tweltfO feet thick at the bafis^ Which 
fh^Wes away to two or thrfec feet in a flops aoiwcr- 
abk to the depth of the waters; ■ To five work, 
or to facilitate their labour^ they chufc thf ihal- 
foweft part of the river. • ff they find a large tree 
by the water-^fide, they fell it, fo that it falls acrofs 
the ftream, ‘ If it flioilld be larger i« circumfe- 
rence than a man's body, they faw kv through, br 
rather gnaw the foot with theif four (harp teeth. 

The branches ate foon lopped ofiP fey thefe induf- * , * 
trious workmen; wlm Waik .to fafldbn it a 
beam. A number df fliiailer trees are felled and 
prepared for the intended pile. , jSome. drag thefe 
trees to the river fide, bllwrs oveif with them 
to the; place ',whcre :.‘the;caufeway 'i k '’to 'by railed. 

'But the tjoeftion 'dt'cfe>‘aifl‘fhal5';ard' to 'fink 

them in water with their 

teeth, tail; and feet : thek ;bjlhwvan<^ « this. 

With their nails they i« tho-groor^d, or 

at the bottom of thswateri' ;'Wf^ tfer't<^hfhey 
reft the large end" Of - flic the-feahk Of 

With ' their feet' 'they>aafe''''tho''^^ amd' i'nfe’ It 
with the (harp end downwards into , hole, 
where it ftands upright.;;: With; their 
make mortar, with whidhriMsy ^ up, .all the 
cics 'between the ftidies, ' wMyh jii^:.boimd' .togi^er 
with tWiftdd, boughs s aod\i&us 'dip, Tik; -con-* 
ftrba«d.\' -'tie’flopeOf'tfcO dk»-’k'ppf>te'',tO-rhe' ' 
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» Oft K -currecrt, to break more eflFe<3;M4Iy tke force of the 
water by a gradual refiftaac*:, ,a^.tlie Hakes arc 
driven in dbliquely, m proportlda to ;^e indina- 
^ plane^ : The ftaltca ait- planted per- 
pcndioulai^y on theJde Vfhere theyrateris to falli 

In ojder t» open a drain Vhicb may le% ,thc 
cffftSt of tho dope ahdf eij^tjirf tlie caufcway, they 

fiT th^ 

Vidoh ' pa» j: iof tie 'wafiprsof i%? river ,iwy . r«n oE 
tins 

,ftf die,rp^i^ric< 

Wjg. for hih^I&y;^^^ knt in 

die water sppd'fheii^^^ Thcfc hots arc from four 
;■ / ' ' an.'OVal or round 

^ to thf or hotifcholds- 

;^h - hut .contains Jat kdt two, or three, and fomc 
,.tc» p}i hfteen.; ,T%walW_,iyI^erMgk,'Or low, 
■atre two, 4eeptI^yStj» '■■aitd ,are all ^arched at the 

' ', .toi>it,;aAd,'!p^ri|^ly'neat'i^4i'folid/b9li^'V^ithin 

^ 'di^ w, '1^ : ,a|i^rio^ 

, ■ ■ ’ ■to„'ihe't^n€^.of.|?i«),,or ,thr,ee 

■•1 ';tho'lhcif, ' inteitd?4;io,|M5cy^th^^ from 
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ftoppingtip thi§ windoM^, refts upon Wd flakes that ® ^ » 
(lope fo as to cany off the water from the houfe, 
and leave an outlet to cfcape, or to go and iWim 
under the ice. The ipfide of the houfe has no , 
other furniture than a flooring of graft, covered 
w?th the boughs of the fir-tree. No fUth of any 
kind is ever ftpn ih thefe apartments. 

The materials fofltihefe buildings are aSwafs to 
be found in their neighbourhood. Thcfe ate al- 
ders, poplarS| and other trees^ delighting in wa- 
tery places, as thefe republicans do who build their 
apartments of them. Thefe citizens have the fatif- 
faftion, at thfS fame ’time that they faffiion the 
wood, to nourifh ihcmfdvei with it. Ukc certain 
favages of the frozen ocean, they eat the bark. 

The favages, indeed, do not like it till it is dried, 
pounded, and properly dreffed; whereas the bea- 
vers chew it, and fuck it when it is quite green,, 

They lay up a piuvifion of bark and tender twigs 
in feparate ftore-houfes, for every hut, propor- 
tionable fo the number of its inhabitants. Every 
beaver knows his own florehoufe, and not one of 
them fteals from that of his neighbour. Each 
party live in their own habitation, and arc con- 
tented with it, tiiough jealous of the property they 
have acquired in it by their lafcajur. The provi- 
fions of ihe community are coUefted and expended 
without any conteft.’ They arc fatisfied vflth that 
Ample food which their labour prepares for them. 

The only paffion they have is that of conjugal 
affeftion, the bafis and end of which is theincreaife 
pf their fpccies. Towards the end Of winter, the 

mothers bring forth their young ones^ which have 

' ’ ^ 
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R o 0 1? been conceited in amumrii and wMe the fathcjF 
> . ranges all the woods, allured by die fweets of the 

fpring> leaving to his litde faipily the room he 

toph up in his narrow cell, the nwtlier fuckies and 
■ nurfes them, to, die number of two or tkmi then 
ihe talccs them, out along with iier in her c^cur- 
fions, in fearch of Cray and orlicr fiffli, and greed 
bath, to recruit her own firength, and to feed 
item, till the feafon of labour returns . 

Suck is the , fyftem of the republican, induftri- 
ous, intelKgcnt feeaycf, fldlled in architeflure, pro* 
vident and fy ftcmatkal m . its plans of police and 
ibciety, whofe geiude and inllrudive manners we 
have bem defaibing. „ fiappy, if his coat did not 
. tempt mcrcilcfs and favage man to .deftroy his 
buildings and his race. It has frequently hap- 
pened, when the Americans have demoliflied the 
fetdpments of the beavfers, thofe^ indefatigable ani- 
mals have had tte refolution to rebuild them in 
•the very lame lituation for leveral lurnmers fucccl- 
fively. The waiter isthe time for attacking them. 
Experience then waitiS; them. of their danger, - At 

the apprpa^htif the htintfaien, one, them ftrikes 
A hard ftroke with : his tail upon the waterj this 
fignal fpreads a general alarm throughout all the 
huts^df the commcinwcali^, and every one tries to 
fave ymfelifujtderthelpe. put itis verydifficult 
to cfcape pU the fnahes te^are laid for this harai- 
kfs tribe., ' ^ V . ' 

SoMawMEis the huntfniea Ue te 
but as thefe animals fee and hear at a great dif- 
tance, itfeldom happens th^ they are fliot by the 
wa^-fide, and they never ventu^ lb £ir upon 

, land 
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land as to be caught by forp^fe. If the beaver be ® ^ ® ^ 
wounded before he takes t6 the Water, he has wv^ 
always tiitie enough to plunge , in ; and, if he dies 
afterwards, he is loft, becaufc he finks, and never, 
rifcs again.' ; '■ ■ ' - 

. A MORS Certain way of cjttchiflg beavers », by 
laying traps in the woods. Where cat . the tea- , 

der'bark of young trees. . Thefe traps, arc baited 
with frefii ftipsbf wood, anfi Ssi^n as the beavers 
touch them, a great weight falls dnd crulhes their . 
loins. The man, who is conceded near the place, 
haftens to it, feizes the 'animal, 'and having kilisd 
it carries it off. 

Thera are other rnnhods more commonly and 
fuccefsfully pradifed;. The huts aie ftraetimcs at- 
tacked, in order to drive out the inhabitants, who 
are watched at the edges of the holes that have 
'been bored in the ice, where they cannot avoid 
coming to take in frelh air. The Inftint they ap- 
pear,' they arc killed. At. other times, the animal, 
driven out of his retreat, is entangled' in the nets 
fpread for fome tdifes rotrnd his hut, the ice being 
broken for that purpbfe. If the whole colony is 
to be taken at once, inftejai of: breakmg down 
the flukes to drown the inhabilSmts, afchcaane that 
might, perh^, be triWl vdth efteift in .Holland, 
the caufeway is opened, in Older to drain off the 
water from die p<»>l where die beavers livc^ .When 
they arc thus idt ^, dcifoicelefti and doable to* , 
efcape, they, may be caught at pleafure, and dc- 
ftroyedat any rime j but care is always taken to 
leave a ftiffilcient nuidber of irndes and femdes to 

pfeferve 
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BOOK prefem the breedjan.a^^flf genwofity* which l» 

^ . reality proceeds opVy aYarice.^ ;Xhe cruel fore- 

fight of man only! fpaf f fewi # 
the more to d#my.^;The Vfltofcpl^^ 

cry fepms to implom his clemency and. pity, finds 

jn th(^ favag^ * 
mlj ?n* IniplacahJe '^hofe enteiprifes* 

are un^rt^dn, npt 1h>nch, to; : fiii>p1y his own 
wants,- as to fumilfi fiips^uifies to anhificr world* 

If wc compare police, and the 

indufcy of the » 

fay^ iwc lhali ,,he, mclincd to 

:^mit, mahing;^llpiyan^,;^^dr. the^’'fu{^riotity, 

man’s faculties ahow!‘^ofe:pf aaivtjal^ that^^^ 

braver was much Norther advanced in the arts of 
; ! focial life, -than his pntfi«r^, when the Europeans 

firfir brought ^heir; -talents and 

TT'ke of th^it world. 

thm mah^smd. the; quiet, pofefior ofregions fo 
' ■ ! ' ■ ;■ ■ well ■ adapted, ;h^d;.,cn3ployed that 

imptovemenrMhis,teltie8* In 

manhaS feiKd upon 

tile j^^OiiiS, .,ahd haB.d^YOh '^ or fubdued all 

' other/'nidmals,; ',!•!£ 

' ferved ' theii^' tayfS;'i«^':^ernmeht..irom'; the jea- 
lous arid d^^i^diMnimOn of tyw^ 

bejfen owing' to dsie ^M^ “ 

thus wc fee ,fomelr^«1;»%s,,;jn , Europe, without 
fplendOar or firen^, : mamt«ih ^hemfelves by 
their very weakneft, :lri the midft of yaft monar- 
chies, wlfia muft ' fooner or later , iwaUow them 
■' '■■ " ■ ^p* 
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wp. But dbe ibcwl quadrupeds, baiiiJhcd into llrf* ® ® ! 

inhabited climates, unfit for i3ieir increafe, have 
been uncotincfted in all |dac^, incapable of lijaii 
ting into a community, or of itnpr(Siving their na- 
tural fagacity} while man, who has reduced tfeetn 
to precarious ftat», exults in their degradja%foii» 

'and fets a high value on that foperibf tiaturetod 
.thofe rational powers, which cdnftitUte a peipei^ial 
diftinftion between his fpcc'ics and ^1 others. 

Brutes, wt are fold, bring nothing to perfec- 
tion : their oporatiohs, therefore, can only be me- 
chanical, and do not imply any principle fimilar to 
that which aiftuatcs man. Wifoicait ^amiining in 
what perfedlon confifls} whether the nioft civi- 
lized being is in reaittfr thc moftperfcftj whether 
he does not lofe in the property of his perfon what 
he acquires in the property of things } or, whether 
what is added to his enjoyments is: not fo much 
fubtrafted from his duration i it muft be acknow- 
ledged, that the beaver, winch in Europe is a wan- 
dering, folitary, titmroiTSiWid ftupid aqtmal, was 
in Canada acquainted wifo dyil and dqmeftic go- 
vernment ; knew how to diftinguifo the proper fea- 
fons for labour and reft, wa$, foquainted with fome 
rules of architcdure, and wifo CUrioiis and 
learned art of conftrudiflgdil&es} /yet he had at- 
tainfo the afhftance of this d^ee of improvement 
' with feeble and imperfefl: fools. - He Cah hardly 
fee the work he performs with his taU: His teeth, 
which anfwer the purpofes of avaricty Of tools, 
are circular, and confined by the Hps. Man, on 
foe contrary, with handsfit for every purpofr, hath 
in this fingle organ of the touch all foe combined 

powers 
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B o'O K powers of ftrength aad-dextciity. Is k not to tlm 
^ advantage of oi-ganizatidn that he owes the fupe- 
tioriiy of his 4)eci«5, itsovc ail others? It is not 
becaufe his' dyes ^ towat'd heaven, as 

thofe of all birds arc, that he is the lord of the 
creation^ he is provided with hands, 

capahic of every exertion, ah<i of adapting thetO'-.. 
feives to cver^ Tpedes pf ioduftryi hands, ever 
ready to 'ftrihe teryorinto his enemies, to defend or 
to affift hirh. His h®hd is his feepter, that arm 
which be lift$iip to heaven, to find out, as it were, 
his origiiij he,, at thse f^e dme, marks his domi- 
nion with dt 'i^ver , earth, by deftrOyang and 

ravaging the- faefe of the globck The fiireft fign 
of the poptilatiOh of mipkind is the depopulation 
of other Qaecies. That of beavers gradually de- 
creafes and difappears ih Canada, fmee the Euro- 
peans have been ih tjiiefl of their fkins. 

Their &ins vary with the climate, both in co- 
lour and quality, , In the fame diftrid, however, 
where the colonies of civilized beavers arc found, 
there are fome thd are wild and Thefe 

animals, who are fajd to be expelled the fociety 
for their ill behaviour? 'hVe in a fubterraneous re- 
treat, and have hekher . lodging nor ftorehoufe. 
Thefe are called earth ‘beavers. Their coat is 
; dirty, and the :hak backs is worn off by 

rubbing againff the cave which they dig for their 
habitation. The hole they make, and which com- 
monly opens into fomc; pond or ditch full of wa- 
ter, fometimes .extends above a hundred feet in 
length, and rifes gradually in a flope to facilitate 
their efcape from inundations when the waters 

f fwelL 
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f«^n. Some of thefe beavers arc, fo wild as to * * 

di’fdaim. all communication with their natural eie- 
ment, and live entirely on land. In this thef re- 
femble ottr otters in Europe. Thefe wild beavers 
have not fuch fleck hair as thofl: that live in focic- 
tiesi their fujrs are anlVerable to their manners, . 

Beavers are found in America from the thir’^ 
tieth to the flxtieth degree of north latitude. There 
are but few towards, the fouth i but they increafe 
in numberj and grow darker, as we advance to- 
wards the north. In the country of the Illinois, 
they arc yellow and ftraw-coloured i higher up in 
the country, they are of a light chefnut } to the 
north of Canada, of a dark cheftmt j and fome 
are found that are quite black, and thefe are rec- 
koned the fineft. Yet, in this climate, the coldefl: 
that is inhabited by this fpedes, fome among the 
blacktribes are quite whites others white, fpeckled 
with gre”’ . -nd fometimes with lahdy fpots on the 
rump ; fo much docs nature delight in fliewing 
the gradations of warmth and cold, and their va- 
rious influences, not only on the figure, but on the 
very covering of animals. The value that is fet 
upon them, depends upon the colour of their. Ikins. 

Some of them are fo little in efteem, that it is not 
thought worth while to kill them i but thefe are 
not commonly found. 

The fur trade was the firft the Europeans car- u 
tied on in' Canada. It was begun by the F/cnch ^*”^>1*** 
colony at T adoufac, aportfituated thirty leagues be- 
low Q^iebec. Aboutthe year 1640, the town of Les 
/ Trois Rivieres, atthediftanceoftwenty-fiveleagiies 
r above the capital, became a fccond mart. In pro.- 
' cefs of time all the fur trade centered in 
VoL. IV, K k 
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B x-vf ^ bmaght, thitkcr on canoes made 

..1^ ,1 .. ^ of the bark of trees, in dw nioiitb of June. The 

number of Indians who reformed to that place in* 
creafed, as the fame of the French :^read further. 
The account of the reception they had met with, 
the;, fight of tl» things they had received in ex- 
change fer their goods,, all contributed to incrcafe 
this traffic. WhcnCTcr they returned with a frcih 
fiapply of furs, they always brought a new nation 
along with them. Thus a kind, of fair was open- 
ed, to wWch the feveral tribes of thhtvaft conti- 
nent reforted. , 

THsEngUlh grew jealous of this branch of 
Wealth f and the colony they had founded at New- 
Yor.k fpori found, means to divert the ftream of 
this great circulation, Asfbonastheyhadlccured 
a fubfiftcnce, by beftowing their firft attention 
upon agriculture, they began to-think of the fur 
tradcj which was at firfl: confined to the country 
of the Iroquois. The five nations of- that name 
would not fuffer their lands to be rraveifed, in order 
to give an opportunity of treating wjtli other fa- 
vage nations, who were at confiant enmity with 
themj nor woxild they allow rhofe nations to come 
upon their, territories, to Ihare in competition witit 
them the profits of the o-ade tlxey had op«ied with 
the Europeans. But time having extinguilhed, or 
rather fufpended, tlie national hoftilities between 
the Indians, the Engliffi fpread themfelves over 
the countiy, and the lavages flocked to them- from 
all quarters. This nation had infinite advantages 
to give them the preference to 'their rivals the 
French. Their voyages were carried on with 
greater facility^ and confequcntly they-could afford 

to 
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to ondcrfet th««i. The^ ’the bniy iti'amlfhc- ® ® ® 
tttreirs af clothi^ th&t wi6& fiiifai&io 

to the iava^s. iTht beaVcr trade was irec ftmbng 
them ; whereas, among the ^'reftch, it was and evir 
has been fobjeft to the tyraWny of monopoly. It 
was by this freedom, and thefe privileges, that they 
crigrofTed mofi: of the trade' thAtr<ajid<:redMoijiitfcjd 
. fo famous. , 

At this time the French in Canada mduf^ed 
themfeives more freely in a cuftom, which it frft 
had been confined within narrow bounds. Their 
inclination for frequenting the woods, which was 
that of the firff coldnifis, had’ been wifely reflrained 
within the limits of the territory belonging to the 
colony. PermifEon was, however, granted every 
year to twenty-five perfohs to go beyond thefe 
limits in order to trade with the Indians. The fu- 
periority which Kew-York was acquiring, WaS the 
caufe of increafing the number of thefe permif- 
fions. They were a kind of patents, which the pa- 
tentees might make ufe of either in perfon or by 
proxy, and continued a year or more; The pro- 
duce of the fale of thefe patents wai^ affigned, by 
the governor of the colony, to the officers, or their 
■widows and children, to hbjfpitals and miffionaries, 
to fuch as had diltinguifhed themfeives by fome 
great a6:ion, or fbmc ufeful undertaking ; attd 
Ibmettmefs even to the cmsijmres of the governor, 
who fold the patents himfelf. The money he did 
not give away, or did not chufe to keep, was put 
. into the public qofifers} but he was not accountable 
to any one for the management of it. 

This cuftom was attended with fatal confe- 
quences. Many of thefe traders fettled among the 
K k a Indians, 
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i ^ O K Indians, to defraud their fJartdcp, whofe goods 
they had difpo^ed of. . A greater,‘;numbcr fettled 

V ” artwngthcEnglUh,wheretheprofits:^re^^^ 

The immenfc i^cs, frequently agitated with vio* 
lent 'ftofms i th^ cafca<ks, which render navigation 
fo dangemds op die hi^adeft rivera in the whole 
world the caiiops, the provifionsi 

andUe bales of goods, which they were forced to , 
carry upon their moulders at the tarrying places, 
where the rapidity or ftiallownels of the water 
olAiged ihcin to quit the rivers, and purfue their 
iourney by land, proved the deftruaion of feveral 
perfons. ■Sotne, p crimed in thefnow and on the 
ice, hy hunger, or hy the (word of the enemy. 
Thofe who fcturncd to the colony witli a profit 
of fix or feven hundird prr cent, were not always 
on that account more ufcful members, as they gave 
themfdves upto the greateft exceffes, and by 
thei’' '•xamolc produced in others a diflike to atten- 
tion and indhftr>^ Their fortunes were diffipated 
as fnddenly as they were atnaflfed j like tliofe mov- 
iiig mountains which a whirlwind raifes and de- 
ftroys at or.ee, on the fandy plains of Africa- 
Moft of thefe travelling traders, exhaufted with 
the exceflive fiitiguCs which their avarice prompted 
them to undergo, and the liccntioufners of a wan- 
dering and diffolutc life, dragged on a premature 
old age in indigence and iiifamy. The government 
tookcoghizanceof thefe irregokritics, ahdehan^d 
the manner of cariying on the fur trade. 

The French'h^d for a long time been inceflantly^ 
employed in er edUng a number of forts, which were^ 
thought neceffary for the prefervation and 
diaement of thei|,iettlement5 in. North-Ame<ica. 

Thofe 
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Thofe built on the weft and fouth ihe wgriSi:. 
Lawrence were large ftrdng, and werti in^* 
tended to reftrain the ^bkion of thc^ Englilh, 
Thjofe which were cbnftruf^d on the feycral lakes ' 
in the moft important pofitioas, formed a cWn 
which extended northward, to , ^e diftance of a 
thoufand leagues from Qpebeci but they were 
only miferable pallifades, intended to kci?p the In- 
dians in awe, to fecure /their alliance, , ^d the pro-i, 
ducc of their chace. There was a garrifon in 
each, moreor lcfs numerous, according to the im- 
portance of the poft, and of the enemies who 
threatened it. Jt 'w^as thought proper to intruft the 
commandant of each of thefe forts with the cxclu* 
five right of buying and felling in the whole dif- 
triift under his dominion. This privilege was pur- 
chafed; but as it was always advantageous, and 
foraetimes was the means of acquiring a con- 
liderable fortune, it was only granted to oiHfccrs 
that were moft in favour. If any of thefe had not 
a ftock fufficient for the undertaking, he could 
eafily prevail with feme monied men to join with 
liim. It was pretended that this fyftem, far from 
being detrimental to the lervice, was a mems of 
promoting it, as it obliged the rrulitary men to keep 
up more conftant connexions with the natives, to 
watch their motions, and to negleX nothing that 
could fecure their friendftiip. It was not foitfeen, 
or at leaft pretended not to be fo by any, that 
fuch an arrangement muft neceflarily prevail ov^ 
every principle, except that of intereft, and would 
be a fource of perpetual oppreffion. 

This tyranny, which foon became, univerfak wai 
feverelyfclt at Frontenac, at Niagara, and at To- 
K k 3 , ronto. 
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BOOK rdnto. The farmer of thofe three forts, making 
an ill xife of their cxtlufive privilege, fee !fo low a 
value upon the merchandife that was bought them, 
and fated fheir Own fo high, that by degrees the 
Indians, inftcad of ftbpping there, reforted in great 
numbers to Chouaguen, on the lake Ontario, 
•where the Euglilh traded with them upon more a!d-> 
•yantageOps terms, The French court, alarmed at 
the account of thefe new conne(^:ion$, found means 
to weaken them, by taking the trade of thefe three 
^fts into dicir own hands, and treating the In- 
dians ftiil better than they were treated by their 
rivals the JEbglifli. 

Ik confc4ucnce of this ftep> the refufe of all 
thofe furs that were not faleable became the folc 
property of the kingi and all the Ikins of thofe 
beafts that were killed in fummer and autumn Vere 
readily given him f in a word, all the moft ordi- 
nary furs, die tlijnneft, and mod: eafily fpoiled, 
were rcfervcd for the king. All thefe damaged 
furs. Bought widiout examination, were carelefsiy 
depofued in warehoufes, and eaten up by the moths, 
At the proper feafori for fending them to Quebec, 
they were put into boats, and Ivtt to the diferetion 
of foldiers, paflengers,, and watermen, who, having 
had no concern in thole commodities, did not 
cake the ieaft care to keep them dry. When they 
came into the hands of fhe managers of the colony, 
they were fold lor one half of the fmall value they 
had. Thus the returns were rather lefs than the 
fuins advanced by the goyerpment ip fupport pf 
this lofing trade, 

But though this trade was of ho conlequence 
to the kin,^ it is ftill/a matter pf if it 

advantageous 
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advantageous to the Indians> though goW and filver ® ® 

were not the dangerous medittm of fheir tralBc» 

They received, indeed, in exchange for tfacirfurs, 
faws, knives, hatchets, kettles, fifh-hodk^ needle^ 
thread, ordinary linen, coarfe woollen ail 

which may be confidcred as the means or pledges 
of intercourfe with them. But jtrticles were Hke-f 
wife fold them that would have proved prejudicial 
to them, even as a gift or a prefentj foch as guns, 
powder and foot, tobacco, and cfpccially brandy. 

This liquor, themoftfatal prefent theQld World 
ever made to the New, was no Iboner known to the 
favages, than they grewpaflionately fond of it. It 
was equally impoflible for them to abftain from; it, 
or to ufe it with moderation. It was foori obferved 
that it difturbed their domeftic peace, deprived them 
of their judgment, and made them furious j and 
thatitoccafionedhufoands,wives,childTen,brothers, 
and fxfters, to abufe and quarrel with one another. 

In vain did fame worthy Frenchmen expoftulate with 
them, and endeavour tp makethem afoamedofthefe 
exceffes. It is you, anfwered they, who have taught 
ws to drink this liquor j and capjaot dp 

without it. If you refufe to give it us, we will 
apply to the Englifo. You have done the mifehiei^ 
and it admits not of a remedy, 

The court of France, upon receiving Contra»- 
diftory information wifo to the dtforders 

occafioned by this pendcious trade, hath altei^ately 
prohibited, tolerated, andautiioriled.ir> according 
to the light in which it was reprefented to the mi- 
niftry. Notwithftanding all thefe various, altera; 
tions, theintereftof the merchants was nearly the 
f^e. The fd? of brandy was feldom decreifed. 
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It was,' h^we^cr,' cbtifidcrcd by;J)^diclous pctople, 
as thcpriincipaJ caufe of the dxmmation bf the hu- 
man lice; xmd confeouently thk df the fkins of 
t»eadx} a i^mihtition wnich becatric evety day more 
eibdtait. ■ . ' ■ ' '' ’ ^ ' 

This decline of the fur trade was not yet 
markaidb os it has been fince, when the promotion 
of the duke of Anjou to the throne of Charles V. 
fpread an ^arm Over all Europe, and plunged it 
dncc more into the horrors of a general war. The 
coriftagiition exteftded beyond the feas, and was 
advancing even to Canada, had hot the Iroquois 
put a ftbp to it. The Englifh and French hadlong 
been' contending to fecure an alliance with that 
nation. Thefe marks of cfteem or fear had fo far 
increafed their natural pride, that they confidered 
themfelves as the umpires of the two rival nations, 
and pretended that the conduft of both was to be 
regulated by their intereft. As tliey were inclined 
to peace at that time, they haughtily declared that 
they would take up arms againft either of the two 
nations. Which fixould commence hol’.iiities againft 
the other. This refolutibn was favourable to the 
fitnation of the French Colony, which was ill-pre- 
pared for a war, and expefted no afliftance from 
the mother-country. The people of New- York, on 
the contrkry, whoie forces were already confider- 
able, and received diily reinforcements, wilhed tp 
preysil upon the Iroquois tb join with them . Their 
infinuations, prelents, and negociations were, how- 
ever, ineffeftual till 17095 at which period they 
fucceeded in feducing the five nations; and their 
troops, which till then had remained .inadbive, 

marched 
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iri.arched our, fupported by a gre^ , auit^r 
Indian warriors. ■ , ;■■ . ;■: -u ■ ,-.- 

Th 9 army was confi4€ft% advancing itwafds 
the center of Canada with tbegrcatsdlprbbabijicy, 
of fuccefs, when one of chiefs of the Iroqnoisi 
who had never approved of their proceeditigs, 
plainly faid to his peojple, “ What will become i 

of us, if wc fhoold fucceed in'diiving. away .the 
“ French?’.’ Thefe few words', uttered with a nf^- 
terious and anxious look, immediately , recfdkd toi 
the minds of all the people their former fyftem, 
which was to keep the balance even between the 
two foreign nations, in order to fecurc their own 
independence. They inftantly refolved to rdin- 
quifli a defign they had been too preeipkatcly en- 
gaged in, contrary to the public interefti but, as 
they thought it would be lhanheful openly to dc- 
fert tlieir aflTociates, they imagined that fecret trea- 
chery might ferve the purpofe of open defeflion. 
The lawlefs favages, the virtuous Spartans, the 
religious Hebrews, the wife and warlike Greeks 
and Romans} all people, whether civilized Or not, 
have always made what is called the right of na- 
tions confift cither in craft or violence. 

Thb army had halted on the badks of a little 
river to wait for the artillery and ammunition. The 
Iroquois, wim fpent their leifure hours in hunting, 
flayed ^1 the beafts they caught, and threw their 
Ikins into the river, a little above the camp. The 
waters were foon infected. TheEnglilb, who bad 
not any fufpicioh of foch an inftance of treachery, 
continued unfortunately to drink of the waters chat 
vrere thus rendered poifonous; in confequcncc of 
which, fuch confiderable numbers of them iomic- 
4 diately 
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diatelf died, thae it became ficceffary to fufpend 
the military operations, 

A sYti.1. more imminent danger threatened the 
French colony. A nnmerous fleet, deftined againft 
Qfiaebec, entered the river St. Lawitnce the fol- 
lowing year, and wowld probably 
had it reached the place of its defliflalioin. Bot 
the raflinefs ®f the admiral, joined to dws iHolcftce 
of the elements, was the caufe of its being loft in 
the river. Thes was- Canada at once delivered 
from its fears both by fea and land, and had the 
glory of maintaining itfelf without fuccours and 
without lofs, agaioft the ftrength andpniicy of the 
EngUfti. * 

Fn-AKCa, however, which for forty years had 
fingly withftood the combined efforts of all Europe, 
vanquilhed or repuifed all the nations unired againft 
her, gained that point under Lewis XIV. which 
Charles V. had not been able to do with the innu- 
merable troops of his frveral kingdoms: France, 
which had at that period produced as many great 
men as would have rendered immoral a feries of 
twenty reigns, and untler one in particular had 
fignalilcd herfelf fay as many ^eat adlions as might 
have raifed the glory of twenty different nations, 
was then upon the point of cmwning all its glo- 
rious fuoceffes by placing a branch of ^he houfc of 
Bourbon on the throne of Spain. She had then 
fewer enemies, and a greater number of allies, than 
Ihe ever had in the moft brilliant periods of her 
profperity. Every thing concurred to promife her 
an cafy fuccefs, a fpeedy and dectfive flipcriority. 

It was not fortune, but nature itfelf, that changed 
her deftiny. Proud and flourilhing under a king 

endowed 
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endowed with the graces and vigour of youth,* * 
after having rifen with him through the fevertl v .i i 
degrees of glory and grandeur, &e fank with him 
through all the periods of decay incident to human 
nature. T he fpirit of bigotry, which had been in- 
troduced into the court by an ambidous woman, 
determined the choice of minifterS, generals, and 
governorsj and this choice was always blind and 
unfortunate. Kings, who, like other men, have 
recourfe to heaven when they are ready to quit the 
cartli, feem in their old age to feck for a new fet 
of flatterers, who footh them with hopes, at the 
time when all realities arc difappearing. It is at 
this time that hypocrify, always ready to avail it- 
fclf of the firft and fecond childhood of life, 
awakens in the foul the ideas that had been cariy 
implanted in itj and, under pretence of guiding 
the man to the only happinefs that remains for him, 
affumes an abfolute empire over Jiis will. But as 
this Ull age, as well as the firft, is a ftate of weak- 
nefs, a continual fluftuation muft, therefore, pre- 
vail in the government. Cabals grow more vio- 
lent and more powerful than ever; the expeda- 
tions of intriguing men are raifed, and merit is Icfs 
rewarded; men of fuperior talents arc afraid to 
make thcmfelves known; folicitations of every 
land are multiplied; places are cafually beftowed 
upon men all equally unfit to fill them, and 
yet prefumptuous enough to think they deferve 
them; men v/ho rate the ellimation of them- 
felves by the coiircmpr they entertain for others* 

The nation then lofos its Itrcngrh, with its confi- 
dence, and every thing is carried on with the fame 

fpirit 
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* 0 0 K fpirit it wis undcitajk-ciii that is, without dpfigiji 
W y W vigoui‘,*or prudence. '• •'»> 

^ T.0 raife a coimtiy from a ftate of barba'-’'’ 

^ maintaijBi, it itf the height of its glor<' 
check the rapidity of its decline, are ’ 
very diificxdt tef IccompUlhj but the 
thetnsft Wduous tali^of them all 
ou| of &arbarifm by fuddem efibrv 
tcr|;alsi itTup^orts itfelf at the furnnn 
pieriiy by the pbwers it has acquired, 
m confeqjjence of an univerfal languor, which has 
been brought on by almoft imperceptible grada- 
tions. Barbarous nations require a long-continued 
reignj but fhort reigns are befl calculated to main- 
tain a ftatc in its prol^rity. But the long dotage 
of a declining monarch lays the foundation of evils 
for his fucceflbr, which it isfalinofl impofllble to 
icmed)'. 

iSucH was the latter part of the leign of 
Lewis XIV. Afteraferics of defeats and moiti- 
fications, he was Hill happy that he could parchafe 
peace by facrifices which made his humiliation evi- 
dent. But he feemed to wilh to conceal thefe fa- 
crificcs from his people, by msking them chiefly 
beyond fea» It is eafy to judge how much his 
pride muft havefuffered, in giving up to the Eng- 
iifli bJudfon’s-bay, Newfoundland, and Acadia, 
direc poffeflSons, which, together with Canada, 
forfned that immenfe trad! of country known by the 
glorious name of New France. We fltall fee in 
the next book by what means this power, ac- 
cuftomed to conquell, endeavoured to repair its 
Ioffes. 
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